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PREFACE. 

Wb are so much accustomed to see a 'preface at the 
commencement of every volume that issues from the 
press, that a book would hardly be thought complete 
without this appendage. At the same time this por- 
tion of a work is in general so Httle read that it may 
well become a question whether both the author and 
the printer might not almost as well spare their pains. 
Especially may this be the case in reference to a 
volume which is brought out in periodical portions, 
and which may be supposed to have been nearly all 
read before the appearance of the work in its more 
complete form. However, for the sake of those who 
may take up this volume without having previously 
perused the successive numbers, and who may wish 
to be acquainted with the general design of the work 
before they enter upon its perusal, we avail ourselves 
of the opportunity furnished by the prevailing custom 
to state, that the Females' Advocate was undertaken 
with a 'view to assist in diflFusing such information 
among the female portion of the community as might 
tend to elevate the standard of character, and to 
place them in their true position in the social system, 
to warn them of the snares which beset their path, 
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IV PREFACB. 

to excite them to the pursuit of real excellence, and 
to furnish hints which might guide them into paths of 
usefulness. It is also a leading ohject of the work 
to plead the cause of the destitute, the oppressed, 
and the forlorn, and to arouse the attention of the 
affluent and the virtuous to the claims of their un- 
happy country-women, hy placing before them some 
of the many facts which are brought under the no- 
tice of the London Female Mission, in its different 
departments. 

Encouraged by the extent to which the circulation 
of this work has already been carried, its conductors 
trust they will not be found- wanting in any efforts 
which may render it more worthy of pubhc patronage, 
and attey beg leave to urge upon the friends of the 
London Female Mission, the propriety of exerting 
.their influence to render its circulation still more ex- 
teinsive, as a means of assisting the funds of the 
society, as well as of promoting the direct object of 
the work. They also respectfully invite communica- 
tions adapted to its pages, and particularly articles 
of intelligence, respecting the formation and opera- 
tions of maternal associations, young women*s associa- 
tions, female missions, penitentiaries, and any other 
institutions which are aiming to promote the welfare 
of the female portion of the community. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF WOMEN. 

It is vain to speculate on what would have been 
the influence of woman, and her station in the 
universe, if she had never fallen from God, and 
thus brought down upon herself the curse de- 
nounced against her by her offended Maker in 
the garden of Eden — " I will greatly multiply thy 
sorrow and thy conception ; in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children ; and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and he shall rule over thee ;*' and equally 
vain will it be for us to imagine that any system of 
natural religion or mere philosophy, any progress 
of civilization, any advancement to which humaniz- 
ing arts may raise the social state, will avail to 
restore her to the condition forfeited by becoming a 
sinner. Christianity alone* can qualify her to rise 
to the honourable and distinguished rank assigned 
to her as a rational and accountable being, or secure 
the development of those beneficent energies and 
beautiful virtues which would render her at once the 
charm and the glory of her species. Of tiaia feieX 
the history of nearly six thousand yeats >j\e\da \)afc 
most fearful and appalling evidence. TVie ^xieveoX 



2 THE INFLUENCE OF WOMEN. 

and the modern world, nations civilized and bar- 
barous, where pure Christianity was unknown and 
where it does not now exert its renovating power, 
exhibit women as among the most debased, as well 
as the most wretched, creatures in the universe. The 
exceptions are few, and, when closely examined, 
they scarcely ought to be considered as exceptions. 
In reference to these, an eloquent writer observes, 
* I have no wish to struggle against the invincible 
prejudice about classical characters — the prejudice 
about Roman matrons and Grecian heroines. They 
appear to me only sublime savages, persons who, by 
the energy of their minds, rose above their miserable 
fate, but were not the less miserable ultimately." 
They were examples of monstrous and exaggerated 
greatness, fierce and unfeminine — unsexed and un- 
natural. " It is horrible to look back- on the page of 
history ; on the page of life it is horrible to see how 
women have been treated. Look where you will, 
from the poles to the tropics, women are illiterate, 
despised, half unsexed or half unsouled. Among 
savages she is a slave. The miserable mother there 
is often known to strangle her female infant, and to 
call the deed merciful — and perhaps it is so. Among 
such beings, woman is a beast of burden, and less 
honoured in proportion as her strength is less than 
that of ordinary animals. And is this the lot of 
woman — of that elegant and feeble being whose 
infirmities are her graces, whose dependence on man 
appears her most attractive virtue ? It is. Such is 
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the destiny of woman where human necessity or- 
ganizes it. Where human passion merely organizes 
it, it is worse, if possible — yes, worse. Better be 
the manure scattered over the soil, and trodden 
down to fertilize it, than the rose that is torn and 
wasted in wantonness, and given to the winds, to 
waft its perished leaves over the burning desert of 
desire and annihilation. Yes ! such is the fate of 
woman in countries where all the attention of men 
is given to their own indulgence — where woman, a 
dazzling victim, is arrayed and instructed in all 
that can dazzle the senses, and then led, a lovely 
intoxicated victim, to the altar of sensuality, 
and sacrificed for ever. On the history of such 
nations, a mind that reflects will pause, and say to 
itself. Where woman is thus degraded man is a brute; 
and it is true, awfully true. Women avenge them- 
selves on men ; if we make them slaves, we are 
slaves ourselves ; we may bind them with chains, 
but the * iron enters into our own souls;' if we 
bruise their heads, they bruise us, and mortally too. 
Thus we see women in some countries the slave of 
necessity, in others the slave of appetite. Where 
alone do we find her free, honoured, and beloved ? 
Only where the religion of Christ is known. Aye, 
and in such direct proportion to each other are the 
religion of the gospel and the emancipation of the 
female sex that their liberty is precisely varied 
according as the light of that religion is more or less 
obscure in the various countries of Europe. The 
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4 THE INFLUENCE OF WOMEN. 

women in the south of Europe are scarcely better 
than their neighbours of the harem." 

How these shades deepen into a darkness that 
may be felt as we enter the regions of idolatrous, 
and sensual, and sanguinary superstition, we shall 
not stay to describe. The curse is upon the sex 
where Christianity does not remove it, and, there- 
fore, it is quite in vain to enquire after the influence 
of women, as members of society, in those countries 
where Christianity does not form their characters. 
And before we can describe or trace out this influ- 
ence, so as to show that the employment of it is 
imperative upon those who are required to exert it, 
we must show the real position in which Christianity 
has placed them — what it enjoins and has a right 
to expect from them, in their course of benignant 
usefulness. 

Our Lord's personal conduct towards the 
daughters of Jerusalem, towards those individuals of 
the female sex with whom he was in habits of daily 
association — whom he instructed with so much con- 
descension, and who ministered to him with such 
unwearied diligence and generous liberality — was 
the first step towards that elevation in society to 
which the principles and spirit of his religion were 
designed ultimately to raise them ; and some very 
tender and impressive circumstances illustrative 
of both are recorded in the sacred narrative. 
I>r, Doddridge judiciously remarks that " the 
frequent mention which is made in the evan- 
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gelists of the generous and courageous zeal of some 
pious women in the service of Christ, and especially 
of the faithful and resolute constancy with which 
they attended him in those last scenes of his suf- 
fering, might possibly be intended to obviate that 
haughty and senseless contempt which the pride of 
niian — often irritated by those vexations to which 
their own irregular passions have exposed them — 
have in all ages affected to throw on that sex which 
probably, in the sight of God, constitute by far the 
better half of mankind, and to whose care and 
tenderaess the wisest and best of men generally owe 
and ascribe most of the daily comfort and enjoy- 
ment of their lives." 

To equal privileges, to equal moral worth and 
social standing in the church of Christ, with their 
Christian brethren, women were elevated as soon 
as that church was called into substantive and formal 
existence. The apostle Paul, in writing to the 
Galatians, expresses himself in this triumphant 
strain : " For you are all children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female ; for you are 
ALL ONE in Christ Jesus." By the same apostle 
women are represented as fellow labourers in the 
gospel, assisting not only by their example — \.o ^\x\Ojv 
he vT'\\\\iig\y pointed the attention of the cWtcVve^ — - 
tut by their prayers, their visits of mercy , aad^ o\}ftfcx 
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similar methods of co-operating in the propagation 
of the truth and the promotion of the highest interests 
of humanity. Thus admitted in the character of 
equal associates, and members of one body, in that 
spiritual house of God where every minor distinc- 
tion is annihilated by the predominance of a diffu- 
sive charity, and feeling that their present joys and 
future destinies were blended with those of** the holy 
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling," the 
female part of the community rose into importance 
as rational, but especially as immortal beings. In 
fact, it is impossible for Christianity to sway its 
sceptre over human society as a lawgiver, and as sup^ 
plying the principles and motives of obedience in the 
minds and hearts of its subjects, without imparting 
to woman a high capacity for duty, a large sphere 
for its exertion, and a corresponding dignity of cha- 
racter and station. The progress of the original 
curse is not more marked, in all its direful inflictions, 
than the progress of this redeeming power in obli- 
terating the consequences of these inflictions, and, in 
their stead, conferring unnumbered benefits. It 
must be obvious, however, that much of this bene- 
ficent influence of Christianity upon the destiny of 
women is to be traced to that general transforma- 
of character of which both sexes are equally the 
subjects. By subduing the ferocious and brutal 
propensities of man, clearing away the rank and 
noxious weeds that overspread human nature, and 
sowing the seeds of moral excellence, l\ve ettee\.T£v\x%i 
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be discernible in the whole intercourse of life. Im- 
morality trembles, domestic tyranny retires abashed 
before the majesty of religion, and peace pervades 
that dwelling where power was law and woman a 
slave. In truth, every precept of the gospel that 
inculcates kindness, sympathy, gentleness, meek- 
ness, courtesy, and all the other graces that bloom 
in the garden of the Lord, indirectly, and by no un- 
intelligible or forced application, provides for the 
honour and glory of the female sex. If the most 
effectual method of degrading woman be to bar- 
barize man, the certain means of dignify mg her is to 
Christianize him.** 

It may, we think, be fairly assumed that in the 
nineteenth century, and in Christian Britain, the 
influence of women is greater than at any former 
period, or among any other people. The gospel 
has breathed its humanizing spirit through all our 
institutions. Civilization, advancing as the hand- 
maid of religion, has conferred upon our country- 
women a high degree of intellectual culture. When 
truly virtuous and devout, and sanctifying and 
blessing the various relations they sustain to their 
families and to the church of God, they are objects 
of universal respect. They rule in all hearts, 
and have just the power of accomplishing, by influ- 
ence, whatever the cause of Gk)d and humanity may 
at any time require at their hands ; and never ^^^ 
there a moment so favourable to the piopei ei!Let\AOXv 
4ctftAjs inHuence through all classes of t\iecotaTCv\xTi\V^ 
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as the present. A youthful Queen has just as- 
cended the British throne. The venerable matrons 
and the fair daughters of our isle will, we trust, find 
in her a patronftss of whatsoever things are lovely, 
useful, and of good report. Let them surround her 
with all the dignified, pure, gentle, and condescend- 
ing graces which adorn religion, and shed happiness 
through every sphere in which they move ; and as a 
sun, we may hope, she will shine forth through the 
social system, to brighten and beautify them all. 

Such is the position now occupied by the female 
portion of the community ; and what does Chris- 
tianity, which has conferred upon them this their 
just consideration and elevation in society, require 
of them in return ? Simply that they will adorn 
the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things. 
In replying, however, more particularly to this 
question, instead of giving a number of distinct 
precepts either expressed or implied in the gospel, 
in reference to the proper and conscientious exer- 
tion of female influence, we shall briefly refer to 
that influence as we see it every where around us in 
active operation. It has been asked, *' Who are 
those who are at the head of almost all the real good 
done in society ? Who are those who move the 
great springs of every national institution formed 
for the benefit or the relief of their fellow-creatures, 
not only here, but in our sister isle, where Christian 
benevolence, and exertion, and sacrifice are so much 
more needed ? The answer is — Women • Who> re- 
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jecting the fastidiousness of rank and the blandish- 
ments of pleasure, visit the school, and the hospital, 
and the hovel, and the prison, become conversant 
with misery in all her forms, and are neither re- 
pelled nor disgusted by the most frightful ? Again 
the answer is — Women. Who are those that are 
ready to every good word and work ? Who pro- 
tect every weakness, and palliate every suffering, 
from the cry of the infant orphan lo the wailing of 
dotage and decrepitude ? Who furnish instruction 
for the ignorant, refuge for the unprotected, and 
an asylum even for repentant vice ? Who are those 
who in our great cities, and in our metropolis, where 
so many streets, and allies, and courts, and cellars, 
and garrets, are putrid with vice and wretchedness, 
have opened a thousand doors of mercy, and hover, 
like presiding angels, over those institutions which 
they have consecrated by their benevolence ? They 
are women. Let us look from social to domestic 
life. Such is the felicity of the female character 
formed of the elements of religion that the closer 
it is inspected the more advantageously it appears, 
like some fine piece of Mosaic, whose minutest 
part is also its most exquisite. In domestic life it 
is woman on whom we are dependent for the first 
years of existence, and for all its future felicity ; it 
is she who tends us in sickness, who soothes us in 
care, who consoles us in calamity — to whom the 
heart instinctively turns in thehourof suffeiVti^^^iA 
never turns ia vain. It is she who, aUev\a.lediie\\5ciet 
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by misfortune nor even vice, follows us to prison, 
adjusts the straw bed, earns the spare morsel she 
refuses to partake, but hides the tear that moistens 
it, lest it should seem to reproach the author of her 
sufferings. But what a theme is before us ! We 
must pause. But there is one scene of feminine 
Christian heroism upon which we must linger for 
an instant : it is the last hour of the suffering 
Jesus — the despised and rejected Man of Sorrows. 
One companion betrays him, another denies 
him ; of the rest, " all forsook him and fled ;" 
but woman was last at the cross, and woman was 
first at the sepulchre. Yes ! here behold the female 
character at its highest elevation, an elevation to 
which it was raised by the light and power of reli- 
gion. If there be any thing in the modern history of 
Christian women analogous to this, and which seems 
to approach it in moral sublimity, it is the self-de- 
votement of the female missionary. Her life is a 
martyrdom, of which death is only the last voluntary 
crowning act. Voluntary ! No : willingly would she 
remain a living martyr still, to labour and suffer for 
Christ and the souls of the perishing heathen. She 
dies because she must, because her Lord has de- 
termined that the moment has arrived when the cross 
must give place to the crown. 

MATERNAL AFFECTION. 

What a multitude of interesting associations crowd 
upon the mind in contemplating tVve maternal 
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relationship ! How many chords vibrate in melody 
through the heart at the endearing appellation of 
mother / Where on earth but in the maternal bosom 
can we look for the union of all that is tender and 
ardent in affection with a fortitude that endures all 
things and a self-denial that sacrifices all things? 
Human beings are brought forth into the world in a 
state of helplessness unknown to the brute creation. 
But there is implanted in the mother's bosom a deep 
and constant feeling which furnishes in all ordinary 
cases — even in this selfish and polluted world — a se- 
curity from dangers which must otherwise soon ex- 
terminate the species. Hence, when the blessed 
God would convey to the afHicted remnant of his 
people an assurance of his regard which should dis- 
sipate their fears, and excite implicit confidence in 
his love, he fixes on a mother's affection as the 
strongest and most appropriate simile which earth 
could furnish : — " Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion on the 
son of her womb ?" The supposition is most im- 
probable. The mother, thus divested of tenderness, 
would be universally regarded as unnatural — as a 
monster. In some isolated cases, where depravity 
has risen to its climax, maternal love may have been 
overpowered or suppressed; but such exceptions, 
from the horror with which they are regarded, 
establish rather than overturn the general rule. 

" Affection ! seek her in a mother's heart ; 
There dwells she shrined, from worldly guile apart ; 
Each impulse guiding governing each feeUng, 
New tender secrets every hour revealing : 
No selfish thought comes near, no paltry care ; 
Her breath is incense, and her voice is pra^et ; 

A mother's Jove/ O sacred boundless th\T\g\ 
FoutttBin whose waters never cease to spniv^r. 
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Falling, like dew, when all beside is sleeping. 
The flowers around in life and beauty steeping ; 
O love ! the lord of many springs thou art ; 
The deepest, purest, m a mother's heart !' 

The exercise of this strong and permanent afFec-^ 
tion is, however, a blessing to children only m pro- 
portion as it is regulated by the principles of true 
wisdom. In the absence of these principles, it often 
proves in the last degree ruinous- to the objects of 
solicitude. Its very strength — calculated as it is- 
to give to the mother an influence over her offspring 
which, rightly exerted, might make them a blessing 
to themselves, to society, and to the world — render* 
it, when misdirected,.anelement of the greater mis- 
chief. The fondness which shrinks from inflicting 
a temporary pain by wholesome and necessary re- 
straints, or which is exclusively directed to efforts* 
for promoting the temporal comfort of children, ir- 
respective of their immortal destiny, inevitably de- 
feats its own object, and becomes the instrument 
of sowing those seeds of vanity, fretfulness, and re- 
bellion, which not unfrequently produce a harvest of 
wretchedness to them, while the gray hairs of the mo- 
ther herself are brought down with sorrow to the grave. 
Mothers, do you love your little ones ? Do you 
desire to see them happy and respected ? Would 
you have them preserved from the paths of vice and 
destruction ? Remember that on you it rests, under 
God, to train them to such habits as may render 
them all that you desire. If you are living in the 
neglect of God, in the indulgence of a worldly or a 
vicious spirit, they will, in all probability, follow 
your footsteps, only becoming bolder and more reck^ 
/ess in crime. If you. live without prayer, with what 
Propriety can you expect the blessing of Heaven upon 
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them ? Or if, while trusting in the Saviour for your- 
selves, and seeking mercy through his blood, you 
are unfaithful to your trust, and either labour not at 
all or labour without any fixed plan or any consist- 
ent perseverance to train them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, your affection is a curse 
to your offspring more terrible than all the external 
calamities of life. Early habits, and early impres- 
sions, have always a powerful influence over the 
whole of life, and often give the fixed and perma- 
nent stamp to a character ; while no impressions are 
more strong and durable than those which are asso- 
ciated with recollections of a mother's love. 



AN ANGEL VISIT. 

FROM '* THE SPIRIT AND MANNERS OF THE AGE." 

On the evening of the 31st of December I had 
been cherishing the humiliating and solemn reflec- 
tions which are peculiarly suitable to the close of the 
year, and endeavouring to bring my mind to that 
view of the past best calculated to influence the 
future. I had attempted to recal the prominent 
incidents of the twelve months which had elapsed, 
and, in the endeavour, I was led frequently to 
regret how little my memory could retain even of 
that most important to be remembered. I could not 
avoid, at such a period, looking forwards as well as 
backwards, and anticipating that fearful tribunal at 
which no occurrence shall be forgotten ; while my 
imagination penetrated into the distant destinies 
which shall be dependent on its decisions. At my 
usual hour I retired to rest, but the train o^ \xv^^\\aw- 
tion I had pursued was so important d.nd ^^y^q'^tv^V^ 
that imagination continued, and, «iileT ^exi^^ V^^^ 
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Sanctifier, stood at the head of their crowded bat- 
talions, as if for the purpose of driving me to de- 
spair. Not one sin was forgotten there : neglected 
Sabbaths, abused ordinances, misimproved time, 
encouraged temptation — there they stood, with no 
excuse, no extenuation. There was one very long 
class, I remember well — "Idle words ;" and then the 
passage flashed like lightning across my mind," For 
every idle word that men shall speak, they shall 
give an account in the day of judgment." My super- 
natural visitant here addressed me : " Dost thou 
observe how small a proportion thy sins of com- 
mission bear to those of omission ?" As he spoke 
he pointed me to instances in the page like the fol- 
lowing — " I was hungry and thou gavest me no 
meat ; I was thirsty and thou gavest me no drink ; 
I was si(!k and thou didst not visit me," &c. I was 
conscience- stricken. In another part of the record 
I read the title, " Duties performed." Alas ! how 
small was their number ! I tremble ; for, much as I 
had been accustomed to think of the estimate of 
my good works, I was greatly disappointed to per- 
ceive that many performances on which I had looked 
back -with pride were omitted, because, as my 
visitor informed me, " the motive was impure." It 
was, however, with feelings of the most affecting 
gratification I read beneath this record, small as it 
was, the following passage : " Whoever shall give 
a cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, 
he shall in nowise lose his reward." While I 
gazed on many other similar records, such were the 
intense feelings which seemed to be awakened within 
me that my brain grew dizzy and my eyes became 
dim. I was airakened from this state by a touch of 
^y supernatural instructor, who poiuted me to the 
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volume in which I had read my own terrible history, 
now closed, and bearing a seal, on which, with sick- 
ening heart, 1 read the inscription — "Reserved 
until the day of judgment." ** And now," said 
the angel, " my commission is completed ! Thou 
hast been permitted what was never granted to man 
before. What thinkest thou of the record ? Dost 
thou not justly tremble ? How many a line is here 
which, when dying, you could wish to blot ! I see 
you already shudder at the thought of the disclosure 
of the volume at the day of judgment, when an 
assembled world shall listen to its contents. But, if 
such be the record of one year, what must be the 
guilt of your whole life ? Seek, then, an interest in 
fibe blood of Christ, justified by which you shall 
indeed hear the repetition, but not to condemnation. 
Pray that when the other books are opened your 
name may be found in the book of life. And see the 
volume prepared for the history of another year. 
As yet its page is unsullied ; may you remember 
this, and redeem the time, because the days are evil. 

'* O God ! our help in ages past> 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast. 
And our eternal home ! 

A thousand ages in thy sight 

Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 

Before the rising dawn. 

Time, like an everlasting stream, 

Bears all his sons away ; 
The^ Hy foi^gotten as a dream 

Dies at the opening day." 



THE LONDON FEMALE MISSION. 
[established NOV. 14, 1836.] 

To promote the moral and spiritual improvement 
of Woman, and to assist in giving a proper direction 
to her powerful and extensive influence, are the high, 
yet simple, ends of the London Female Mission ; 
and, to attain these ends, the following means are 
proposed : — 

1. To use every practicable method of making 
known to her the way of salvation, through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. To publish a monthly Magazine exclusively 
devoted to the benefit of females, and entitled " The 
Female's Advocate." 

3. To form Maternal Associations, for the purpose 
of instructing Mothers in the nature of their relative 
and domestic duties. 

4. To form Associations of Young Women of 
good character, for mutual protection, improvement, 
and usefulness. 

5. To form Associations for the purpose of elevat- 
ing the moral character, and promoting the efficiency, 
comfort, and respectability of domestic Servants. 

6. To form Associations for the purpose of im- 
parting useful knowledge to Girls under 14 years 
of age, and to train them to habits of industry. 

7. To encourage Women who have fallen from 
virtue to repent of their wickedness; and, when ne- 
cessary, to intercede with Parents or Guardians to 
receive their returning Prodigals. Asylums will be 
provided for the temporary accommodation of such 
of these women as are Orphans, or whose Parents 
will not receive them, with a view to their ultimate 

restoration to society. Each Asylum is intended 
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to receive not more than twenty -Jive Inmates of a 
particular age and class of character. 

8. To teach Adult Females to read the Scriptures. 

9. To provide cheap and comfortable lodgings for 
Young Women of good character, in which they will 
be shielded from temptation. 

1 0.. To employ competent Females to give them- 
selves wholly to the service of the Mission, and re- 
munerate them according to their respective merits. 

1 1 . To establish Libraries^ and distribute Tracts 
adapted to benefit Females ; and to adopt such other 
means as the Managers may, from time to time, think 
most likely to promote the object of the Society. 

In furtherance of their plans, the Mission has 
rented and fitted up a Probationary House (31 
Princes' Street, Red Lion Square) for Penitent Fe- 
males, in which, from a short time after its com- 
mencement, in January 1837, twenty-five Females, 
on an average, have been accommodated. This 
house has the benefit of the superintendence of a 
Committee of Lidies, with competent Matron and 
Sub-Matron. 

Fifty pounds have been voted to encourage a 
New Asylum, opened in Camden Town on the prin- 
ciples of the Mission, which has already received 
Twelve Females from the Probationary House ; and a 
similar sum has been voted to the Westminster Pe- 
nitent Female Asylum, just formed. 

A house has been hired and fitted up (3, Millman 
Place, Bedford Row) as a home for females of 
good character. Indigent Females of good character 
who may, from any cause, be without a home, or 
without one that is safe, will bere be mamtjam^^^w^ 
employed, and also instructed in wYiat «va'^\i^ Ck\ 
f/se to them for time and eternity. A. "CLe^veXet 



20 LONDON FEMALE MISSION. 

office will be kept, with a view to secure suitable 
situations for domestic servants, and other females 
of approved character ; and respectable females 
will be provided with comfortable lodgings on mo- 
derate terms, and will be shielded from the conta- 
minating influence of corrupt example, as well as 
from the villanous arts of designing characters, of 
both sexes, at a time when, from want of a si- 
tuation, and the apprehension of penury, they are 
more especially exposed. The indigent, and those 
who pay for their accommodations, will occupy dif- 
ferent portions of the house, and will come together 
onlv at morning and evening worship. 

A Lady of experience, and otherwise well quali- 
fied, is employed in forming and superintending 
Maternal Meetings. 

A Lady has been engaged as Secretary to that 
branch of the Society's labours which contemplates 
the restoration of Penitent Females : she has, in some 
cases, experienced disappointment, but has had the 
satisfaction of finding a temporary or permanent 
home for several, who are at present conducting 
themselves with propriety. 

A Lady has also been appointed to devote herself 
wholly to the formation of Associations among young 
Women of good character, and little Girls, and to 
carry out the general objects of the Mission in dis- 
tricts assigned her for that purpose. 

Four Libraries have been procured for the benefit 
of Females, and three of them are now in circula- 
tion. 

Meetings of Mothers in the humbler ranks of 
society have been held weekly, under the superin- 
tendence of married Ladies. 
MeetiDj^ of young Women of good eVkax^clet^ 
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and similar Meetings of Girls under 14 years of age, 
are also held weekly, and conducted by Young 
Ladies. 

" Todd's Lectures to the Young," "and other 
Tracts, have been distributed amongst Mothers and 
Children. 

Adult Females are now learning to read the Scrip- 
tures in connexion with the Mission. 

It is presumed that no one who has given any 
serious attention to the condition of Females in 
London will hesitate, for one moment, in admitting 
the necessity of such efforts as those above described, 
but will wish that they were increased a thousand- 
fold. The Mission has made a beginning, and it re- 
mains with the Christian and benevolent Public to say 
how far it shall be enabled to carry out its designs. 

Philanthropists, the tears of ten thousand Mo- 
thers, and of twice ten thousand Daughters, as well 
as the miseries of untold numbers of human beings 
of all ages, claim your sympathy, and demand your 
interposition. 

Patriots, you cannot confer a greater boon on 
your country than that which would be conferred by 
elevating the moral character and directing the ener- 
gies of her Female population. 

Parents, the prosperity and happiness of the mem- 
bers of your Family may be closely connected with 
the maintenance of this Mission. 

Masters and Mistresses, the safety of your pro- 
perty, and the comfort of your Domestics, may be 
deeply involved in the success of this Society. 

Christians, shall stumbling-blocks be taken out 
of the way of the church's prosperity ^ — ^aViaW^^- 
thers in Israel be multiplied ? — shall out 'Daxx^Xj&x^ 
he as polished stones, fashioned after lYie %\tavV\l\x^^ 
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of a palace ? To the accomplishment of these ob- 
jects our efforts are directed, and to you we look 
with confidence for the means of extending them. 

Let all who have a heart to feel for human misery, 
who regard the present and eternal happiness of 
their fellow immortals, consider the claims of this 
Mission to their prompt and liberal support. 



AFFECTING NARRATIVE. 

" There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth." 

M. M., aged 21 , being left an orphan at a very early age, 
was brought up by distant connexions. Having several young 
relations of her own age in the family, and a distinction being 
made between them and her, her home was by no means com- 
fortable. She felt that she was a dependent, and her feelings, 
naturally very acute and susceptible, were frequently wounded. 
She would gladly have taken a situation, but this was not ap- 
proved of by her friends. On one occasion, when she had 
experienced much unkindness, she made application to a lady 
who was about to travel, and who was in want of an attendant; 
her services were accepted, and every arrangement was entered 
into, when her relativie, under whose roof she resided, insisted 
on its being given up. Under these circumstances, and des- 
titute of any solid religious principle, she became a victim to 
the arts of the seducer. A gentleman who visited the place, 
happening to see her, contrived to meet with and address her* 
This course he persevered in, and, as he assured her his in- 
tentions were honourable, she listened again and again ; her af- 
fections weregained, he of course making use of the customary 
excuses for secresy, &c. The prospect of marriage, as it would 
render her independent of her friends, was a source of much 
satisfaction. The gentleman in question proceeded to Lon- 
don, whence he wrote frequently, and, in an evil hour for her 
peace, she complied with his invitation to meet him there 
prior to their union. She came, and was deceived. Apart- 
ments were ready to receive her, and no expense was spared 
to make ber tbua far comfortable. Day after day did she en- 
"Jvae /or the performance of hi» promise *, bul ite%Vi eiLe\x&&« 
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were pleaded for its postponement, whilst she endured when 
idone all the bitterness of disappointed hopes and torturing 
remorse. At length, wearied it may be with her restless im- 
portunity, he confessed that there was an insurmountable 
barrier to the accomplishment of his promise : he was al- 
ready a married man ! To convince her of this — for she fain 
would have believed it false— he brought her a lovely boy, the 
child of his wedded wife. Alas ! the agony of suspense which 
had for months been her portion was far exceeded by the over- 
whelming sadness of despair. Whither could she fly for re- 
fuge? He counselled her to go home, but this she could not 
do. More than once did she make the attempt ; more than 
once did she conve3r her things and herself to the coach- 
office ; but each time her courage failed ; she dared 
not throw herself on the mercy of those who, even in 
the days of her innocence, had not been so tender of her as 
their circumstances warranted. She returned to her cheerless 
apartments, resolving to seek employment. Her betrayer did 
not leave her destitute ; and, whilst she had wherewithal to 
live, she made application for several situations as shopwoman ; 
but, alas ! although possessing every qualification desirable in 
such an employ, her services were scornfully rejected for want 
of the necessary recommendation as to character, and the 
queries to which her search exposed her overwhelmed her 
with shame and confusion. Agonizing, indeed, was the ap- 
parent hopelessness of her situation, when the London Female 
Mission was unexpectedly presented to her notice. She lost 
not a moment in respondmg to its generous invitation. She 
cidled on the Female A^ent in connection therewith, was 
immediately received into its fostering bosom, and, under the 
divine blessing, has recently been placed in a Christian 
family, where she will have opportunity of recovering her 
character and becoming a useful member of society. We 
have every reason to believe that she has been led to expe- 
rience the unutterable value of the Redeemer's atoning sacri- 
fice. May she, through the invigorating influences of the 
Eternal Spirit, be enabled henceforth to " live unto him who 
died for us, and rose again, that he might purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works. '* And, oh ! may 
we, one and all, be encouraged to give ourselves faithfully aivd 
unreservedly to the work of the JLord. 

This is not a soUtar/ instance ; if it were, w\io caw e«\\n\^V.« 
the y^iw of onesouif " W'ork while it is caWed lo da.^ \X>di^ 
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night cometb when no man can work.*' Alas ! whilst we are 
deliberating numbers, perchance, are, like the interesting 
subject of this little narrative, almost overcome by despair. 
•« I looked for some to take pity, but there was none, and for 
comforters, but I found none," Ps. Ixt. 20. Knowing that 
God willeth not the death of a sinner, but that all should 
come to repentance, shall we not fly to their rescue, preach 
deliverance to the captive, bind up the broken hearted, and aid 
them in their return to virtuous society? It has been urged 
by professing Christians, in reply to appeals made for co<ope> 
ration in this labour of love and mercy, that they feared such 
exertions would prove incentives to vice. Such a view of the 
case is somewhat incomprehensible. True, we are told we 
must not *' do evil that good may come ;" but where is it re- 
corded that we should refrain from doing good, lest evil should 
come? Are we not verily guilty concerning i)ur brother, 
whilst we hold back in so merciful an enterprize? 

Too long have we slumbered in weakness supine. 

Too Jong have we tampered with sin, 
Too long have we favour'd the tempter's design. 

And aided his triumphs to win. 

Let us, therefore, now •' redeem the time, because the 
days are evil." 

EVIL PREVENTED. 

The agent of the London Female Mission appointed to 
encourage fallen females, being penitent, was called on for 
assistance by a young girl of good character, whose mother 
had tried in vain to get her a place, and who bad parted with 
all her clothes in order to feed herself and daughter from day 
to day. The agent, recognizing the value of the saying that 
prevention is better than cure, immediately exerted herself 
on her behalf, and happily succeeded in procuring an ex- 
cellent situation for her. How much crime and misery 
might thus be prevented by the seasonable interposition of 
Christian philanthropy ! 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications have been received from Tryphosa and 
Giristianaf which will appear as soon as possible. We 
njuat beg our conrespondentB to rememlMSt that our limit* 
require a rigid compression in articles sentfotuvwt^oiv. 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



A CALL TO BRITAIN'S DAUGHTERS. 
** Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.*' 

It is a humiliating pre-eminence that St. Paul 
gives to women. ** Adam," he says, ** was not de- 
ceived, but the woman, being deceived, was in the 
transgression." She was acted upon by Satan, and 
then performed Satan's part towards the man. 
The daughters of Eve have, through all subsequent 
ages, had their full share in forwarding the general 
corruption. This it would be vain to deny, while 
a deep persuasion of it would tend powerfully to 
stimulate personal exertion to resist and overcome 
it. The word of God frequently reproves women ; 
and it is not a little humiliating to observe how 
often their sins, and even their weaknesses, are 
brought up for illustration. " Can a maid forget 
her ornaments V saith God ! Then it is evident that 
the Holy Spirit looks not only at sinfulness of action, 
but to the infirmities of a fallen mind, and notices 
every peculiarity of character which we endeavo\SL\ 
to hide from ourselves and others. " Can ^ >arv^fe 
forget her attire ?'' How it lowers us lo Aae \>cv>x^ 
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detected and exposed ! The Lord sees our folly, 
and he supposes every one to acknowledge it, for he 
refers to female vanity as something unfailing, to 
contrast it with that which had failed. When he 
upbraids the city of Jerusalem for that wickedness 
which brought down judgments, he specifies women 
in particular, and makes their sin a type of the sin 
of the whole city. Like Sodom, " pride, fulness of 
bread, and abundance of idleness,*' were the crimes 
of her daughters. The prophet cried to them. 
" Tremble, you women that are at ease" — " Be 
troubled, you careless ones," was his exhortation ; 
and it might well trouble and make them tremble 
to know that the Lord's eye was upon all their 
ways and their thoughts, that he saw their idle^ 
ness in the midst of their apparent activity, that he 
watched their ** haughtiness," their " mincing 
walk," their " ornaments," their " chains, brace- 
lets, bonnets, veils," &c., and that nothing which 
nourished jand betrayed their pride escaped his ob- 
servation. — See Isaiah iii. 16 — 23. And can we hope 
that these things are not so now ? Is the natural heart of 
woman better at this time than it was then ? Is there 
less of infirmity ? Is there less of pride ? If we 
look within us, and around us, we shall find a la* 
men table similarity. The same accusations apply 
still, for there is the same weakness and the same 
sin. Neither has the Lord changed; he is still 
overlooking the women who are at ease, and is ob- 
serving their ways. Surely, then, we ought to apply 
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to ourselves all that he has spoken by the mouth of 
his prophets. 

I would earnestly beseech the daughters of Eng- 
land to look well into this matter, that they may 
not content themselves with noticing general obser- 
vations on sin, but may especially regard those which 
are peculiarly directed to females. Let them me- 
ditate upon the evils which their instrumentality 
has brought upon the world, and see how Satan has 
employed them in his service, as they may find it 
recorded in Scripture. Let such meditation bring 
them to heartfelt humiliation before God, with a 
particular reference to themselves individually, and 
then let them observe the same marks and the 
same character in others, that they may supplicate 
more earnestly, and with more personal and deep- 
felt interest. 

Are we not conscious of ^' fulness of bread and 
abundance of idleness?" Can we escape this 
charge, which was brought home upon the daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem ? The sin of idleness extends to 
all whose occupations are not useful and whose 
doings are not to the glory of God. The most dili- 
gent working of elaborate embroidery, or the most 
studious pursuit of accomplishments, come under 
the curse of idleness if they form our chief occupa- 
tion. The most moderate use of the good things of 
life is included in " fulness of bread*' if there be no 
self-denial. And who will excuse tViem^eVN^^ ^l 
pride, wWch pervades every thought and ^ctl "^^ 

c2 
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systematically indulge the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of life. Our ease and 
comfort are invariably consulted. We place few 
things in our sight which were not formed especially 
to gratify our eyes ; and our houses and persons 
exhibit a ** pride of life" which would perfectly 
-astonish our forefathers, could they see how greatly 
their ancient simplicity has been departed from. 
If the Bible sets all this forth as sin, how largely 
are females partakers and promoters of it ? Oh 
that the women who are at ease would tremble ! Oh 
that the careless ones would be troubled ! Thev are 
not required to abandon the comforts which a 
merciful God has given them, but they are required 
not to abuse these comforts. They need not ex- 
change their silks for sackcloth, but they have great 
need to guard against ostentation. They need not 
give up their accomplishments, but they should 
sanctify them to the Lord. 

Let the handmaids of the Lord show that theyican 
forget their ornaments, that their affections can be 
placed upon heavenly things, that their desires can 
rise beyond the seat of vanity. What could not be 
done through the weakness of the flesh may be ac- 
complished by means of the Spirit, and I call upon 
** women professing godliness" to place before them 
the prize of their high calling, that they may press 
forward in the Christian race, to the glory of their 
God. It may be that the Lord ^\\\ ^t tVveov fox iti- 
struments ofgreeit usefuliiessm\iasXftTv\xi^\>[ife>ATs^R& 
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of restitution, and those who brought in sin may 
spread the kingdom of righteousness beyond what 
has yet been done. Only let it be the aim of each, 
while others do virtuously, to excel them all. Do 
the Scriptures speak of the weakness of woman ? — 
they also offer her strength, and record her faith and 
love. Do they assign her a low place ? — they also 
furnish her with wings of a dove, and feathers like 
gold, that she may mount upwards. Do they bring 
forward her love of ornaments ? — they praise also 
her '' ornament of a ngteek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God above rubies, and of great 
price ;" they say also that ** she that feareth the 
Lord shall be praised." Though she is found in 
the transgression, she may become as *' a corner 
stone, polished after the similitude of apalaice." , 
Let us take this, then, for our standard — let us 
examine its elevation. A palace is the residence of a 
monarch, and is therefore built of the best materials 
and fashioned by the most skilful workmen. Within 
and without it must be perfect, and the stones must 
be fitted with exactness and regularity. They must 
also be carefully cut, and be in good proportions. 
More particularly must the cornerstones be perfect — 
their lines more correct, and their size larger. They 
must have a glory of their own, and contribute to 
the glory of the whole building. This is a beautiful 
and exalted illustration of a Christian woman's po- 
sition in society. She is called upon to \>e a ^* coi- 
ner 5to/ie," by diligently following evet'j ^oodi 
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work 9 and by having the ^^ law of kindness in her 
tongue." If she is idle, or a "busy-body," or a 
" wanderer from house to house," the lines are in- 
correct, and the symmetry is ruined. If she gives 
occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully, 
her glory is diminished, and she is unfit for the 
situation. But, if she has the proper qualifications, 
she is elevated to the most honourable part of the 
building, and gives it a finished beauty, which is re- 
flected over the whole. 

The illustration, however, may be carried much 
further ; for in the prayer-book translation of the 
Psalms the daughters of Zion are expected to be- 
come as the polished corners, not of a palace, but 
of the temple. A temple is the house of Grod. 
" See," said his disciples to their Lord, " what 
manner of stones are here I" pointing to their mag- 
nificent house of prayer. But that house was soon 
to be left desolate, and the Lord was about to build 
another and a living temple, composed of true be- 
lievers. All people were to be invited to come and 
build in this temple, and Christ was to bear the 
glory of it. Every stone was to be an individual, 
who was in himself a temple, having the Holy 
Ghost dwelling in him ; and these were to grow to- 
gether till the building was fitly framed, and made 
a holy temple in the Lord^ for a habitation of God 
through the Spirit. The apostles were the founda- 
tion stones; and Cbmt, having the most eminent 
/^/ace, is called the " chief comet sloxie> e\^c\,^ 
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precious." He will bind the whole building together ; 
and, when the last believer is added to the glorious 
house, he, the head-stone, will be brought forth 
with shoutings, crying " Grace, grace unto it.*' 
This moment is rapidly hastening on ; the living 
stones are daily being placed upon the foundation, 
and the edifice is rising to its perfect form. We 
can already discern its fair proportions, and have we 
no wish to come and build in it ? is there no emula- 
tion among the handmaids of the Lord, no desire to 
be found as the *' poHshed corners" of this beautiful 
temple ? Who would not long to be polished for 
such a purpose ? But it is not outward adorning that 
win be deemed a polish ; it is only the '' hidden man 
of the heart;" for " the khig*s daughter is all glo- 
rious within" and it is the spirit which dwells 
within that must shine through with a brightness 
above the brightness of the sun. 

Arise then, you careless ones who profess god- 
liness, and set this object before you, even that you 
may be as the polished corners of the spiritual 
temple. Renounce at once every thought and deed 
that does not tend directly to this point. Give 
youi^elves wholly and unreservedly to the Lord. 
Separate yourselves from those who " walk about 
the foundation" of tiiis temple but do not come and 
build in it. Be not hindered in your work by un- 
necessary intercourse with such as stand *' withowl^** 
but join heart and hand with those 'wVio \on^ SJftft 
Baviovr, that you may learn of them, ^iTvd im^^^^'v^ 
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return the graces you have received^ till all come in 
the unity of the faith unto the measure of Christ. 
There are no impossibilities to be dreaded. God's 
strength is perfected in weakness. He has promised 
in these days that he will pour out his Spirit more 
abundantly on his handmaids, and the gospel, as 
the chariot of Solomon, is '* paved with love for the 
daughters of Jerusalem." 

Who can estimate the salutary influence which 
truly Christian women might exert upon the rest of 
society ? Shall not your " chaste conversation, 
coupled with fear," win over to the Lord's side those 
who now obey not the word ? Shall any dare to 
utter profane thoughts, or indulge in vain conversa- 
tion, or exult in the pride of life, in the presence of 
the handmaids of the Lord ? Wherever you go, 
they will say unto you ** Ruhamah,"* and all who 
behold you will rise up and call you blessed. 

Tryphosa. 



MATERNAL SOCIETIES. 

Among the various objects to which the attention 
of the London Female Mission is devoted, and to 
which we hope to have frequent occasion of advert- 
ing, is the formation of Maternal Societies, or asso- 
ciations of mothers for the purposes of mutual in- 
struction, mutual prayer, and mutual stimula- 
tion and encouragement in reference to the 
duties which they owe to their families and 
the methods of instruction and discipline best 

* Haying obtained mercy. — Ho». U. I. 
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adapted to different modiftcatioas of intellect, tem- 
per, and disposition. ** It is not the design of these 
associations to prescribe laws for the adoption of 
their members ; neither is it consonant with their 
intention to interfere with the economical details of 
domestic life or to trench upon the sacred princi- 
ples of individual family arrangements. It is not 
m any wise to legislate nor even to dictate to others 
upon subjects of which they must be the only com- 
petent and responsible judges. But their design is 
to accumulate and to diffuse information, to dis- 
cuss subjects applicable to general duties, to con- 
cert plans for promoting a truly valuable and re- 
ligious education, and, above all, to commend each 
other to the gracious guidance of the * Father of 
lights, from whom cometh every good and perfect 
gift, and with whom is no variableness, neither the 
shadow of turning.' "* 

The first maternal association was formed in 
1815, by Mrs. Payson, wife of the late excellent 
Dr. Payson of America, who, in a letter to a friend, 
thus details the circumstances which led to it : — 
" A very dear friend of mine, who died about that 
time (1815^, had often lamented that in our social 
prayer-meetings children were so much neglected. 
I was privileged to meet with her occasionally, and 
spend an hour in prayer for our children ; but 
neither of us thought of a special meeting for them. 
After her death my husband often in our secret 
prayers appeared earnestly to desire that I might 
be made useful out of my little family, which then 
occupied almost all my time and greatly exhausted 
my spirits. While holding my Caroline m xw^ 



* Report of the London Maternal .\.Moc\a\v u. 

c 3 



34 MATERNAL SOCIETIES, 

arnis, and thinking of my deceased friend's solicitude 
for her children, the entire plan of our association 
presented itself to my mind like an agreeable vbion, 
and I took my pencil and sketched down the items 
and showed them to my husband, who was highly 
gratified and felt that prayer was answered. He 
thought it would be one great instrument in bring- 
ing on that glorious period when * ail shall know the 
Lord/ " 

Similar associations were formed in various 
parts of the United States, and subsequently 
m England, Scotland, and Ireland, and some in 
India and in the Sandwich Islands, which are de- 
scribed as being in a very flourishing condition. 
Very recently we have received information of the 
commencement of maternal associations in Switzer- 
land, their advancement in Ireland, and the forma- 
tion of one at Madras, comprising no fewer than 
sixty mothers. Of the number of maternal associa- 
tions in England we are at present unable to speak 
with any approach to accuracy ; but we have no 
reason to conclude that they have hitherto been 
organised to any considerable extent. Attention 
is however beginning to be aroused to the subject, 
and we trust it will ere long be pressed upon 
every Christian congregation throughout the land. 
We have recently been favoured with the follow- 
ing notices, and shall be happy to receive similar 
communications from every town and village in the 
kingdom : — 

«« Ovenden, Nov. 16, 1837. 

* * *' The Maternal Society here consists of twenty 

members, who have among the^n ninety-three children. They 

meet every fortnight, when adisiiussion takes place of a question 

proposed a fortnight before. Their sistVi meeting w\U be held 
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to day, and the question for discussion is, ' How may we best 
recommend religion to our children V From the deep feeling 
displayed by the members of the Maternal Association, it pro« 
mises to be conducted with spirit and crowned with success. 

" Huddersfield, Dec. 12, 1837. 

" The Maternal SocieW is in a very healthy state. Their 
meetings are held the last Thursday in the month, and the at- 
tendance is most encouraging ; may the Lord bless their efforts, 
and enable them to adopt such plans as will aid them in train- 
ing up their dear young ones for his glory !" 

The importance of such associations must be evi- 
dent to all who reflect on the power of maternal in- 
fluence in the formation of character; and the eflects 
which have attended them, where they have been 
suitably conducted, are of the most pleasing and 
promising description. While the mmd of every 
member is necessarily fixed on the deep responsi- 
bility, too generally overlooked, of training her off- 
spring for heaven, and a spirit of active piety is 
thereby cherished and kept in vigorous exercise, 
those who have few other opportunities for mental 
cultivation, and whose occupations are of such a 
nature as to render the careful discharge of mater- 
nal duties peculiarly difficult, derive the most es- 
sential benefit from the works which are read and 
explained,* and the practical hints which none but 
mothers can be qualified to give. 

As it may serve to suggest some valuable hints to 
newly-formed associations, we insert a copy of the 
list of subjects to be discussed at the meetings of 



* The following books are recommended by the London Maternal 
Atsociation as suitable to be read or consnlted at maternal meetia^«*,-^ 
BabloEton's *' Christian Edncation"—" Hints for the llvkT%«TN «*' \i^ 
Mrs. Hoare— Fry's " PrindpJcs''— « The Mother at Home"-" 'AaW oii 
ftAnc9t\<m"—J>frIgbrg "Fatber^B Present"— Spring on" T^\ic»X\otf* — 
»md*'Tbe Motber'i Magazine," 
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the London Maternal Association during the present 
year : — 

Jan. 11. — Addreu to mothers and children. 

Feb. 15. — The course to be pursued with young persons who 
are impatient of reproof and inclined to justi^ themselves on all 
occasions. 

March 15. — The best means of imparting knowledge to 
those children who are unwilling to admit their ignorance. 

April 19. — On the expediency of committing the younger 
children to the care and instruction of elder sisters. 

May 17.— Instances of maternal excellence which ancient or 
modern history supplies. 

June 14. — Address to mothers and children. 

July 19. — ^The best method of conducting domestic instruction 
for servants, and plans for conducting maternal classes amongst 
the poor. 

Aug. 16. — On entrusting money to children for their own use, 
so as to form habits of forethought and economy. 

Sept. 20. — Keasons why mothers should continue to cultivate 
their own minds, and the studies particularly entitled to their 
attention. 

Oct. 18. — On the conduct of parents towards their children 
in regard to church-membership. 

Nov. 15. — Treatment of governesses in private families. 

Dec. 20. — On Christians placing their children under the 
care of irreligious persons. 

The incidental business is transacted from eleven to half-past 
eleven in the forenoon, when the regular engagements of the 
meeting commence. 

WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURE? 
A MARINER would no more venture to sea without 
a chart and a compass than he would imagine he 
could see to read in the dark. By the one he is 
directed to avoid the shoals and rocks with which 
his passage through the deep is beset, and by the 
other he directs his course to the destined port. 
In relation to the voyage of life, the Scriptures are 
to us what the chart and compass are to the ma- 
r/'ner. They are given as a guide lo enable us to 
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Steer clear of the shoals and rocks that lie beneath 
the ocean of time, and to pilot us safely '* into that 
haven where we would be." They are a re- 
velation of the will of God — a gift from the 
Creator to his creatures, setting before them the 
way of life, through faith in the merits and atone- 
ment of a crucified Saviour. It were natural to 
conclude, therefore, that on any difficulty presenting 
itself, under any circumstances whatever, the first 
question would be, " What saith the Scripture ?" 
and that we should hasten to consult these oracles 
of God, that we might act according to the counsel 
they give. Experience however teaches that this 
is far from being the case. Generally speaking, the 
Bible is the last book that persons uiink of apply- 
ing to for direction or assistance. They hew out 
to themselves '* broken cisterns that hold no 
water," and to tliese they apply for relief. Va- 
rious are the modes by which mankind elude the 
necessity of searching the word of God. By 
some it is rejected as wholly unworthy of atten- 
tion ; by others, parts arerejected and parts retained, 
in subserviency to their particular creed or the ad- 
vancement of some pectiZiar theory, whatever does 
not coincide with these being considered, without 
any just ground, as either an interpolation or an er- 
roneous translation. By a large majority it is re- 
ceived with a degree of reverence, and is acknow- 
ledged to be the word of inspiration. To these a 
family Bible is regarded as a necessary appendage 
to the family estate, and it descends as a heir-loom 
from father to son. In pursuance of this view of 
the sacred volume, a portion is perhaps te^d d-ajX-^ 
as a matter of course, a custom descending m\)R. X^rifc 
boat itseJffrom one generation to anolYiei •, \5\xX. ^^ 
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is read without any practical application or any 
real desire of spiritual improvement. The influence 
of the Holy Spirit is not sought, and but little atten- 

. tion is paid to the time, the manner, or the method 
of reading the sacred book. Numbers go on thus all 
their lives, resting on the external and barren per- 
formance of a duty which, having none of the 
spirit that can alone render it efficacious, becomes 
a mere dead letter, an empty ceremony, leaving 
their souls as destitute of spiritual knowledge as it 
found them. By another class of professing Chris- 
tians the Bible is regarded as the standard of 
truth, as the oracle of divine wisdom, and as the 
store-house of the true and unfailing riches of 
Christ ; with the psalmist they believe it to be '^ a 
lamp unto their feet and a light unto their path," 
whereby they stumble not on the dark mountains. 
These persons take the Bible as a clue to guide 
them through the mazes of error and controversy ; 
they receive it as the word of Grod ; they read it 
with humility, with reverence, and devotion ; they 
cavil not at any part that appears to be above their 
finite comprehension, but silently believe and adore^ 
When they read the sacred volume in the closet they 
represent to themselves God as speaking to them 
individually. They look back to what they were by 
nature, they look within and apply what they read 
to their consciences, and they look up by prayer for 
a blessing. When they assemble their family to 
hear its sacred truths they take care to select a 
time least liable to interruption, and they require 
that every member of the circle should preserve a 
due sobriety of demeanour. Thus the means are 

ijsed to render the daily perusal of the Scrip- 
tures a holy and profitable exercise, 1 \iav^ d'vi^Vt 
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the more largely oq this subject because I am per- 
suaded that many well-meaning persons do not con- 
sider suificiently the guilt incurred in an habitually 
careless reading of the Bible, not considering what 
they are reading nor with what intent they should 
read. 

Others there are who differ from any of the pre- 
ceding characters. They are content to receive the 
Bible in a general sense, but when any parts of it 
bear strongly on peculiar points of doctrine, or 
inculcate strictness of life and conversation, se- 
paration from the gaieties and pleasures of the 
world, &c., they endeavour to evade their force by 
alleging that such portions were intended only for 
the particular times in which the inspired|writers lived 
and wrote. " This,** they observe, ** was written 
for the Jews. That was meant for the Gentiles, and 
is in no way applicable to us in the present day.'' 
Thus they make the word of God to them of no 
etfect. But ^^ what salt h the Scripture?** Christ 
bids us '' search the Scripture." He does not add, 
'* Read this chapter and omit that, believe this 
doctrine and reject the other." No; he expressly 
says, *' The Scripture cannot be broken." His 
apostles also declare, '* All Scripture is written for 
our learning," — '* all Scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness." How comes it to pass then that this blessed 
book is so lightly regarded by some ? Our compas- 
sionate Saviour pathetically observed, '^ You will 
not come unto me that you might have life." It is 
the pride of the human heart that ei^el^ ^ "W^tv^x 
against itie reception of divine trulYis. TVkfc ^otXxwi 
of man, as drawn by the pen of inaip\xa\!\o\i,\&^^^ 
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cannot brook. This is the grand secret of infi- 
delity. The Scriptures tell us that man is a fallen 
creature, that he is born in sin, and in sin he re^ 
mains till grace changes his heart and renovates his 
nature. It further declares that this grace, this 
new creation, together with the pardon of sin and 
the hope of eternal life, can be obtained only 
through faith in the Son of God, who took our na* 
ture on him, became a ransom for us, redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, and made atonement for 
sin by his own death on the cross, *' that whosoever 
believeth in him might not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." It is this faith which purifies us from 
dead works to serve the living God, and which 
creates in us the fruits of righteousness and true 
holiness. In the beautiful language of Scripture, 
the gospel is " good tidings ;** it brings " glory to 
God," gives ** peace on earth," and teaches " good- 
will to all men," flowing through the rich channel 
of mercy in acts of beneficence and charity to all the 
human race. By this we learn how to live, and by 
it are instructed how to die, and the glorious beams 
of that Sun of Righteousness which brought life and 
immortality to light shed a lustre over the valley 
of the shadow of death, and ** point to fairer 
worlds on high." 

" Hail, glorious gospel, heavenly light, whereby 
We live with comfort, and with comfort die, 
And view beyond this gloomy scene, the tomb, 
A life of endless happiness to come !" 

How justly then may this sacred volume be termed 

** the Book /" However the infidel may scoff, or 

the formalist undervalue it, let us strive to appre- 

*^/ate it as it deserves. Daily let us search these 

fiidden treasures, taking them in a\l tVurv^a ^% \.W 
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rule of our actions, the guide of our lives, and the 
charter of our hopes. Let us teach them to our 
children, and may they teach them to their children, 
praying that, so studying these heavenly precepts 
on earth, our names may be found enrolled in the 
Lamb's book of life in heaven. When any doubt of 
conscience arises, or any difficulty obstructs our 
progress, let our immediate enquiry be, ** What saith 
the Scripture ?" and let us receive with meekness 
and decision the answer which is given under the 
solemn sanction of " Thus saith the Lord." 

Christiana. 



THE PRAYING. MOTHER. 

Evert mother expects, or at least desires, that 
her children may prove a blessing to her ; but how 
few adopt any rational means for securing so de- 
sirable a result ! The word of God is plain in its 
instructions and most encouraging in its assurances : 
** Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." To 
expect the end while the means are disregarded is 
presumption ; to despair of success in the faithful 
application of them is unbelief. Let maternal 
solicitude be duly awakened to the spiritual and 
eternal interests of the immortal souls confided 
to it, let the mother travail in pain again for 
her offspring till Christ be formed in their hearts 
the hope of glory, and the following example will 
be imitated, with no doubtful result : — 

*' A pious mother had the happiness of seeing 
her children in early life brought to lYie VtiQrwNfe.^^^ 
of the truth, walkiDg in the fear of lYie \j3t^, "s^A 
ornaments ia the Christian churcYv. X xcivciveXRSi 
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thinking that there might be something peculiar in 
her mode of imparting religious instruction, which 
rendered it so effectual, yisited her, and enquired 
how she discharged the duties of a mother 
in educating her children. She replied she 
did not know that she had been more faithful in 
the religious instruction of her children than any 
Christian mother would be. ''I believe/* she 
added, '' that I never gave my children the breast 
without praying in my heart that I might nurse a 
child for the Lord; as I washed them, I raised my 
heart to God that he would wash them in that 
blood which cleanseth from all sin ; as I clothed 
them in the morning, I asked my heavenly Father 
to clothe them with the robe of Christ's righteous- 
ness ; as I provided them, food, I prayed that God 
would feed their souls with the bread of heaven 
and give them to drink of the water of life ; when 
I prepared them for the house of God, I prayed 
that their bodies might be fit temples for the Holy 
Ghost to dwell in; when they left me for the 
week-day school, I followed their infant footsteps 
with a prayer that their path through life might be 
like that of the just, which shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day ; and, as I committed them 
to rest at night, the silent breathing of my soul 
has been that Uieir heavenly Father would take 
them to his embrace and fold them in his gracious 
arms." 

Reader, be exhorted to use the same patient^ 

persevering, believing method, and not only pray 

for^ but tuith your children ; let them see and hear 

jou wrestle with God on their behalf ; to prayer 

jow wstructioD, as directed in Deuteronomy, sixth 

chapter and sixth to the ninth veiae ; au^ Xo xSb«» 
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instructions add watchfulness over youi own spirit 
and conduct, that your prayers for them may not 
be hindered by your irritable, worldly, selfish, and 
censorious spirit, as your children will more readily 
imitate what you do than practise what you com* 
mand, making more use of their eyes and ears than 
of their understanding and reason. 

Pray then earnestly, instruct diligently, and walk 
before your house circumspectly and uprightly, 
remembering that " Precept must be upon precept, 
line upon line, here a little and there a little," 
and verily your labour shall not be in vain in -the 
Lord. 



AMERICAN FEMALE PHILANTHROPY. 

Slavery is the foulest blot on the page of American 
history ; and the tenacity with which it is upheld 
by those from whom better things might be expected 
is for a lamentation and shall be for a lamentation. 
It is however cheering to find that light is spreading, 
that the ranks of the abolitionists are continually 
receiving fresh accessions, and that societies are 
forming, not only among men, but among the female 
population, from whose sympathies, when once fully 
awakened to the subject, much may be expected. 
At Bangor, in the state of Maine, a female anti- 
slavery society was formed on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, 1837. The following is one of the articles of 
its constitution : — 

'' It shall be a prominent object of this society 
to promote the mental and moral cultivation of out 
free coloured citizens, cultivating ouTseVfe^, ^^^ vci- 
ducin^ others to cultivate^ those eeneTO\» ^ndiVYcA 
feeiiijgs towards them which tend to ex^Aic^JofcXJwb 
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unnatural and sinful prejudice on account of colour 
which presses so cruelly upon them in every part of 
our country, — estimating and treating them accord- 
ing to their intellectual and moral worth, — en- 
couraging them by every proper motive, — and 
affording them every facility in our power to promote 
their own advancement." 

Among the resolutions adopted are — 

"1. That the sympathies of very many are with 
the slaveholder, and it is our duty to sympathize 
witii the suffering and helpless slave, agreeably to 
the Scripture injunction, * Remember those that 
are in bonds as bound with them.' 

** 2. That, as females, it is especially incumbent 
upon us to express our unmingled detestation of a 
system which deprives woman of all she holds dear 
in life — ruthlessly sundering every tie of nature and 
affection — ^rendering man (whom God has constituted 
her natural protector) her natural destroyer — and 
by laws consigning more than a million and a half of 
our own countrywomen to the lowest state of degra- 
dation. 

** 3. That it is incumbent on the friends of human 
liberty to lay aside all regard to social preferences 
and denominational peculiarities, and unite heart 
and hand in the work in which we are engaged." 



DEATH-BED OF A DAUGHTER. 

To the view of others, and in many cases to that of 
the individual who is the subject of it, the power of 
genuine religion is most strikingly exemplified in 
scenes of trouble or affliction. When all external 
props fa)} and the attractions of earth fade away, 
HrAcn philosophy is sjlent and tVie s^xa^athy of 
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friends has lost its power to soothe, then the gos- 
pel of Christ presents to the believing mind a con- 
solation adequate to the exigency, a hope full of 
immortality. The truth of this statement is corro- 
borated by a multitude of facts placed on record on 
the page of Christian biography, by few more im- 
pressively than the following, which we give in 
the eloquent language in which it was originally 
addressed to a deeply affected Christian audience : — 
'* I knew one who entered life with advantages 
such as few of her sex possess — young, very young, 
beautiful, accomplished, affluent, the idol of her fa- 
mily, the delight of every eye that saw her. She 
grew as fair and fresh as the gourd over the head of 
Jonah ; but God had prepared a worm to smite the 
gourd and it withered. I saw her suffer ; I saw her 
die. She lingered through two whole years of tor- 
ture, unexampled and unmitigated. I often saw her 
lip turn white with agony. I never saw it quiver with 
a murmur. Her youth struggled hard with death, 
and her friends clung to hope while there was a hope 
to cling to. While she could yet walk she frequented 
the house of God ; when she could no longer do so 
she worshipped him from her bed of suffering. Hope 
and faith were with her there, and her charity never 
failed. Her last action was to press with her cold 
hand into mine her accustomed ample bounty to the 
poor. By her death-bed stood her triumphant mo- 
ther — yes, triumphant ; for grief, that conqueror of 
all things human, contends in vain with the power 
of the gospel which supported that mother in that 
hour. She had led her, when a little child, to Jesus, 
and now she resigned her to him — aye, and mlVv ^ 
happier spirit than i£ she had stood at tVie 'oXl'dx \ic> 
g%ye her daughter's hand to the first and iwreaX. ol 
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the sons of men. What consolation could that mo- 
ther have then derived from the sight of withered 
youth, faded beauty, and prostrate talents ? None ; 
her consolation was from above. She saw her 
young pilgrim going to the promised land, and the 
view enabled her to watch her as she passed through 
the waves of Jordan." 



WANDERERS RESTORED. 

** He that converteth a tinner ftrom the error of his ways shall save a 
soul from death and hide a moltitnde of sins." 

M. R., aged 25, and R. M., aged 26, applied for admission 
into the Probationary House of the London Female Mission on 
the 26th of September, 1837. They stated that they had lived 
together for some time, and had both had the advantage of reli- 
siotts instruction, being the children of pious parents. They 
had for some time been dissatisfied with the course they were pur* 
sning and ^had a great desire to forsake it, but did not know 
what to do. One day they saw a gentleman at the door of one 
of the rooms in the house in which they resided ; they both felt 
a wish that he would speak to them and offer them a tract, which 
he was distributing, as they thought it would amuse them on a 
Sunday : for it appears that the instruction received in youth 
still operated on their minds so far as to prevent their walking 
the streets on Sunday evenings ! They resolved to leave their 
door open, which they did, and the gendeman presented himself 
with his tract, asking whether they would like one, an offer which 
thev very gratefully accepted. They then told him their situation, 
and their desire to leave it. He told them that, if they were sin- 
cere, he would help them ; and upon their assuring him they 
were ready even at that moment, but did not know how they 
were to get bread, he promised them support till he could 
procure an asylum for them. The following week they were ad- 
mitt^ into the Probationary House of the London Female Mis- 
sion, where they are conducting themselves in a very satisfactory 
manner, giving reason to believe that although the seed has 
been hog buried it is at last springing up. May it produce an 
abundant harvest ! 
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PROVINCIAL EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF FALLEN 

FEMALES. 

Manchuter. — We are happy to learn, from the report of the 
Manchester and SaUbrd Town 'Mission, that the most wretched 
of human kind have not been overlooked. Two unhappy fe- 
males have been rescued from a dissolute course. After remain- 
ing some time in the Penitentiary, one of them was placed in a 
situation as servant, and evinced her gratitude by desiring to give 
her first quarter's wages, half to the Penitentiary, and the other 
half to the Town Mission. This alone speaks volumes. 

Sirmingham, — Through the efforts of the agents of the 
Birmingham Town Mission, seven young females have been 
saved from the paths of licentiousness. Four of them have been 
admitted into the Magdalen Asylum and one into the work- 
house, and two have been restored to their friends. In 
addition to these cases, two had houses have been closed through 
the instrumentality of one of the agents. 

THE MOTH, 
(a lesson for young ladies.) 

** One winter's evening, in a room 
Where fire and candle cheered the gloom. 
And parents and their children sat 
In social aud amusing chat, 
A little moth its wings outspread. 
And buzz'd and fluttered round each head. 
And seemed t' enjoy her ev'ning play 
As much as children theirs by (Uy. 
But pleasure is a transient^thing 
To all, on foot and on the wing. 
Not long the moth pursued her flight. 
And revelled in the cheering light. 
When, lo ! her eye with stedfast gaze 
Fixed on the taper's burning blaze. 
Its flame, in golden colours drest. 
With admiration filled her breast ; 
And now, to take a better view. 
She nearer and still nearer flew. 
Its quiv'ring motion well surveyed. 
And round about its brightness played. 
What at a distance pleased her sight, 
When near gave exquisite delight, 
And did the little moth inspire 
Wjtb a most covetous desire 
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To be, at once, completely bless'd. 
Of all the golden flame possessed. 

The walls and ceiling now she leaves. 
And to the candle closely cleaves, 
Around its slippery sides ascends. 
And o*er its burning edges bends. 

Ah ! see, the silly creature start ! 
She goes too near and feels the smart ; 
She spreads her fluttering wings aeain. 
And flies from that which caused tier pain. 
But soon her former passion burns. 
And, to her ruin, she returns. 
Surveys the flame, then round it flies, — 
Draws near — and touches it — and dies ! 

Moral. 

Let youthful females be aware. 
That pleasure often proves a snare. 
That objects glittering to the view, 
Approached too near, may bum them too, 
That vice's flame they all should fly, » 

Lest it consume them, and they die." 

Gaits smalt series of tracts. 



PUNCTUALITY. 



" A NECE88AEY part of good manners is a punctual observance of 
time, at our own dwellings, or those of others, or at third places, 
whether upon matters of civility, business, or diversion. If you 
duly observe time for the service of another, it doubles the obli- 
gation : if upon your own account, it would be manifest folly, 
as well as ingratitude, to neglect it : if both are concerned, to 
make your equal or inferior to attend on you, to his owi;i disad- 
vantage, is pnde and injustice." — Dean Swift. 

QUERIES. 

The attention of our correspondents is requested to the follow- 
ing queries :— i 

I. Is there any thing in the education usually given to young 
ladies in the present day that disqualifies them for usefulness on 
earth and militates against their present and everlasting peace? 

S, What is the character of that training which under 

Ood would be adapted to render Youne ladies eminentiy holy 
and useful? ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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HANNAH, THE MOTHER OF SAMUEL. 

** For this child I prayed, and the Lord hath given me my petition 
which I asked of him. Therefore also have I lent him to the Lord ; as 
long at he iiveth he shall be lent to the Lord."— 1 Samnel i. V, SB. 

If there is one passion of the human heart more 
pure, more disinterested, than another, or which 
paitakes less of the taint of our fallen nature, it is 
that which inhabits the breast of a mother. The 
strength of her love, the height of her joys, the 
depth of her sorrows, are, in the metaphorical lan- 
guage of the scriptures, adduced to add force to 
comparisons. Maternal affection is a theme on 
which the wise in every age have delighted to de- 
scant and on which the poet's pen has fondly lin- 
gered. The glow of a mother's love neither time nor 
1^ has power to chill. It precedes the birth of her 
babe, and it follows her through all the vicissitudes 
of life till the grave closes over her. 

" She loved ere her babe entranced her eye * 
She loved ere she listed his new-bom sigh ; 
She loved ere she smiling soothed his fears ; 
She loved ere she weeping dried his tears ; 
She loved ere she clasped him in nightly dieam. 
Or gladdened bh lipa with the pearly stre^m."^ 

D 
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A beautiful portraiture of maternal affection is 
presented in the narrative connected with the motto 
of this paper. It is well known that among the 
Jewish females barrenness was peculiarly a subject 
of reproach and of individual grief, possibly in 
consequence of the fondly-cherished desire of be- 
coming in a remote degree the progenitor of the 
Messiah. To Hannah this reproach was painfully 
aggravated by the taunts and insults of her ad- 
versary; but her character exhibits a lovely 
combination of graces— nneekness, humility, faith, 
and devotion. Though sorely vexed by her scoffing 
rival Peninnahy she reviled not again ; and, when 
falsely accused of intoxication by Eli, her reply was 
couched in the most respectful terms — " No, my 
lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit, and have 
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but k(xwe 
poured out my soul before the Lord." What an 
expression ! How comprehensive ! She had as it 
were emptied her whole heart unto the God of Is- 
rael ; she had spread all her sorrows, all her desires, 
before him. In the spirit of faith she asked, and 
he graciously heard and answered her petition. 
For a child, for a son, Hannah prayed ; but with 
what view did she make this request so importu- 
nately? Was it that a long line of ancestry 
might be preserved by her giving her husband an 
heir ? — or was it that she might not die childless, but 
might have a ton to be the solace of her declining 
jreaivf No— *' But if thou, O Lord of Hosts! 
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wilt indeed gire thy handmaid a man-child, then 
I will give him unto the Lordl all the days of his 
life" — a noble resolution ; and this vow, made in 
the hour of sorrow, she fully ratified in the hour of 
prosperity. We read that in due time Hannah be- 
came a mother, and no doubt experienced the same 
exquisite emotions of delight which the birth of 
the first-bom gives to the heart of every mother. 
From her bosom the babe drew the pure draught of 
nature ; her arm cradled his weakness ; her eye 
watched over him with the tenderest assiduity. It 
being the custom of those times to prolong the pe- 
riod of weaning infants to two and even three 
years, we may naturally infer that his infantile 
ways, his endearing smiles, had twined with the 
powerful feelings of nature around Hannah's heart. 
Her ears had heard the first sweet sound of 
<< mother," and from her lips he had learnt to lisp 
accents of infant piety towards that God to whose 
future service Hannah had devoted him. All this, 
in the prospect of separation, was trying to her 
heart no doubt, but she remained firm to her vow, 
BOT does the sacred historian lead us to think that any 
vain regrets marred the noble sacrific . What a 
bright example ! Alas ! how humiliatmg the con- 
fession that we should now look in vain for a similar 
instance among Christian mothers in the higher 
walks of life. Yet how far superior are the ad- 
vantages, how much more imperative the call to .a 
minaonarj spirit in the Christian than iu t\ie 3e.WMii^ 

d3 
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female. On Hannah the day-spring from on high 
had dawned but with obscure ray, yet, viewing 
through a long vista of years the glorious triumphs 
of the cross, she f^-eely yielded her first-bom child 
to the service of Jehovah. Nor let it be said that 
this was the sacrifice of one who had no earthly 
station to maintain. It is evident from the offering 
made by Elkanah when the child Samuel was taken 
by his mother to his abode in the temple that he 
'was a man of wealth, and the continuance of Han- 
nah's tender and maternal offices to her child shows 
that the mother yet dwelt in her breast with una- 
bated vigour. Once a year she indulged her fond 
feelings with a sight of him ; but she had given 
him wholly to the Lord, and she felt that, in hav- 
ng done this, she had secured for her child all 
that was most to be coveted or appreciated in 
time or eternity. The height of her ambition, 
the extent of her fondest wishes, was that he 
might " dwell in the house of the Lord for ever, 
and ^' abide under the shadow of the Almighty ; 
and, feeling Hhat she had thus secured for him 
blessings which no tongue can adequately describe, 
she broke out in that sublime and rapturous song 
which forms the sequel of this interesting narra- 
tive. 

Christian mothers, to you I make the appeal. 
Who among you in the higher grade of society even 
in idea contemplates such a sacrifice as devoting a 
jsoo to a mwionary Ufe ? The idea would be treated 



ft 
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as visionary in the highest degree. Yet you do im* 
molate your maternal affections on the altar of 
worldly honours and worldly emolument, you 
scruple not to send your children to diplomatic 
situations abroad or to place them in still more pe- 
rilous situations in the army and navy. Is the 
standard of the King of kings less honourable than 
that of an earthly monarch ? Are the bloodless 
laurels of the soldier of Christ less enviable than the 
gory wreaths of worldly conquerors ? Are the 
souls of six hundred millions of our fellow creatures 
of less value than a few acres of territory of a 
world that is rapidly passing away ? 

These are questions for you to answer. If, how- 
ever, your circumstances be such that you cannot 
devote your children like Hannah to the entire ser- 
vice of God, resolve to educate themwholly/or him ; 
bring them up '^ not according to the course of this 
world," but as beings who must live in another 
state, and that state an eternity of bliss or woe. 
If you cannot do all you wish, do what you can 
You can pray for your children — you can pray 
with them. Familiarize their young minds with 
the grand truths of the gospel, and let them 
especially see that you believe religion to be what 
you represent it to them — ** the one thing needful." 
" Seek Jirst the kingdom of God" for them, and 
let every thing else be subordinate to this. The 
mothers of Isaac Watts and of Philip I>odAfA%^ V^«^-^ 
der the divine blessing) laid lYie founAaXAWi ol ^^ 
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piety for which in after Iffe they became so eminent. 
Do you aspire to the same retults. Let piou» 
mothers associate together at stated times expressly 
to plead with God for their offspring. Sow the seed 
in faith, carefully watch and weed the springing^ 
blade, and fear not but you shall reap a rich harrest 
of ripe fruits in due season. The system of educa- 
tion in our public schools is to the mind of erery re- 
flecting Christian a subject of deep concern. At 

. most of these seminaries the Bible, if read at all, is 
read only as a task-book,, while the youths are dili- 
gently instructed in the mythology of the heathen, 
and made familiar with the licentious writings of the 
Greek and Latin poets. That this should be the 
case in the nineteenth century of the Christian era 
is a most humiliating fact, lliat ChrUtian mothers 
should consent to have their children thus educated 
is passing strange; but,if your sons mtist be exposed 
to the contamination of such a system, you ought 
at least to be doubly careful that the pure pre- 
cepts of the gospel should throw a panoply around 
these immortal beings, which may,, as much as pos- 
sible,, shield them from the unhallowed influence of 
such an education. Follow them with your coun- 
sels ; follow them with your prayers ; set them your 
example ; be diFigent in the use of means ; look up 
for a blessing, and may the Lord Jehovah give you 
an abundant increase, so that it may be said of the 
jrs/'/ig'g'eneratioD, '' One shall say, I am the Lord's^ 

Mi7i/ another shall call himself by tiie n^^mft of 
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Jacob, and another shall subscribe with his hand 
unto the Lord and surname himself by the name of 
Israel.*' If moral virtue be true nobility, surely 
Christianity must be tenfold more so. No heraldic 
honours can bestow on you the dignity which the 
title of Christian confers, and no humility you can 
practise can ever equal that of the Son of God ! Let 
us pray that we may drink more into his spirit . Let 
the line of demarcation between us and a world ly- 
ing in wickedness be more strongly defined. "For- 
getting those things that are behind, let us press 
towards the mark for the prize of our high calling of 
Grod in Christ Jesus." 

** O be his service all our joy ; 
Around let our example shine. 
Till others love the bless'd employ, 
And join in laboun so divine.'* 

Christiana. 
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(ADOaESSBD TO YOUNG WOMEN.) 

« Favoor ic deceitful , and beaaty is vain ; bat a woman that fearetb 
the Lord, she shall be praised/'^Prov. zxxi. 30. 

Thb arts of eloquence, and poetry, and paintings 
and sculpture, and music, have all been frequently 
laid under contribution to do homage to femak 
beauty ; but here inspiration gives its verdict in a 
few words : ** Favour*' (comeliness, personal attrac-* 
tion) " is deceitful, and beauty is vain." Beauty 
in all its forms, and of all kinds, is vain and de* 
ceitful; it is no symbol of real goodTxe^\ \\.\scw) 
misenbJjr dJaappoiat every hope of Vi^.^^VckftSA ^^^ 
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is founded upon it ; at best it is fading and short' 
lived, and, if disease or accident has not prema- 
turely laid it waste, it must at least be converted 
into loathsomeness and corruption in the grave. 
But " the fear of the Lord" — that is the true oma-^ 
ment of woman as of man ; that is not an adven- 
titious but a real excellence, one that is independent 
of all those causes which affect the graces of the 
person, and one which shall outlive death — that 
event, which wastes and ruins the body, only con- 
summating and perfecting the beauty of the soul. 
It may to some extent show with what anxiety 
every Christian mind ought to be affected in this 
matter, and it may at least have the effect of 
awakening sympatliy, if, in the first instance, one 
or two well-authenticated facts be here mentioned. 
You ought not to be ignorant that the number of 
wretched beings in this city who have fallen from 
virtue, and who live by transgression, is supposed 
to be no less than eighty thousand — ^that is, one in 
every five of the whole adult female population. I 
might speak to you, my friends, of the heartless 
cruelty, and of the cool villany, by which such a 
terrific result has been accomplished — that villany 
which takes advantage of unsuspecting confidence, 
which, for a grovelling indulgence, tramples upon 
another's character, blights and withers once fond 
hopes, and creates a misery which even all eternity 
may not calculate. But what a wreck of hopes 
and of character do we not here behold ! — ^the peace 
of families banished for ever, the hearts of friends 
broken and desolate ! and for the pitiable victims 
themselves — shut out from society, from friendship, 
^t>m sympathy — who can depict the agony with 
wAich they look upon a world from Nr\i\c\i\5ttS| «t^ 
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tmtcasts, back upon joys which can never return to 
them, and forward upon a course of debasement 
and of pollution from which there is no escape ? 
By the very necessity of their condition, they are 
excluded from the sound of the gospel and from the 
means of grace. No voice of mercy — no tidings of 
the love and of the pity of Christ — no invitations to 
apply to his blood--K;an reach them. The de«- 
solation of all their earthly hopes is but the pre- 
lude to the blackness of eternal darkness. The 
anguish that preys upon them now only prepares 
the way for the gnawings of the worm that never 
dies and for the torments of the fire that is never 
quenched. It ought not to be omitted, besides, that 
the wretched beings to whom reference has been made 
will be found to have come, not from any one rank 
merely, but from the lower, and from the middle, and 
even 'from the higher classes of society. They will 
be found, many of them, to have been the children 
of pious parents, and to have, at first, main- 
tained a blameless character. If they be aw- 
fully depraved, and if they be shameless in their 
depravity, it is not because they are worse than 
others by nature. The loveliest forms of beauty — 
not only so, even the most amiable and virtuous 
natural dispositions — betrayed by brutal and by in- 
fernal cruelty, have been transformed into all from 
which the eye of modesty and of religion turns with 
horror. And, Surely, of the authors of such misery 
can we but say, " Into their secret, my soul, enter 
not : unto their assembly, niy honour, be not thou 
united ?" There is yet another fact which requires 
to be mentioned; there are in this city 100, 0(iQ 
persons in the capacity of female servants, ^nA-Cil 
these ubout 10,000 are constantly out of emp\o^me\it. 
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These, in many cases, are unprotected and friendless, 
and are exposed, not only to many hardships, but to 
endless and to powerful temptations. 

But even in the absence of any such unusual 
danger, and with the defence of parents, of friends, 
,of station in life, of religious education, and of 
religious habits, there are unnumbered causes 
that render our youthful female population ur- 
gent objects of deep and powerful anxiety. They 
may not be in danger — many of them from vice 
m its worst shapes may be in no danger; but 
between this and the true fear of God there are 
countless forms of irreligion and of ungodliness, 
into which they may be seduced. 

My dear friends, if I speak to you of the corrup- 
tion, and of the weakness, and of the deceitfulness 
of your own hearts — if I tell you that you are in 
danger from your own sex and from ours, that you 
are in danger from those of your own age and from 
the old, that you are in danger from the society 
into which you may be thrown, from the books that 
you may happen to read, from the scenes that you 
may witness, that, in short, you are surrounded with 
a thousand unknown and unsuspected dangers — it 
is that, alive to your situation, you may flee to him who 
is the faithful and the powerfiil friend — it is that you 
may be safe in his keeping, that you may be strong 
in his strength, and that you may be secure in the 
impregnable sanctuary of his salvation — It is that, 
rising superior to all outward and fading distinc- 
tions, you may choose that which is eternally va* 
luable and eternally beautiful,, and in which se- 
curity, and honour, and peace,^ are combined. 

All sound moralists agreer th»t one of the best 
ss/^-gvards ofprhate virtue, azMl one of the suTest 
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means of guarding against what might degrade and 
corrupt and of inspiring noble and holy sentiments, 
is self -respect. And the principle which is thus 
supported by right reason is not disowned, but 
countenanced, by religion. On this account it is 
not only proper, but it is necessary, that woman 
should know the rank which she holds in crea-* 
tion. She is not the slave, not the dependent, not 
the inferior, but the meet companion and in 
all essential respects the equal of man. If an 
apostle styles her, ia one place, '^ the weaker 
vessel," it is because she is more delicate in her 
frame, and therefore more easily injured and 
broken — ^and therefore, too, to be treated with 
the greater tenderness. That this is the true 
meaning is obvious from its forming a reason for 
respect. What says the apostle? '* Crive honour** 
— '* give honour to the woman, as unto the weaker 
vessel." There is, indeed, a certain official superi- 
ority, if I may so speak, which belongs to the man by 
the ordinance of God— an ordinance that cannot in 
this case, nor in any, be safely violated ; and there 
may be a certain softness and timidity, a sense of de- 
pendence, distinctive of the woman, and a certain 
severity, and courage, and decision of character, dis* 
tinctive of the man — so that the one is formed to be 
protected and the other to protect. But there is 
here no essential difference, no intellectual differ^- 
euce, but a difference arising merely from obvious 
external circumstances. In both there is the same 
intelligent understanding mind ; in both there 
are the same rational faculties, the same endless 
capability of improvement, the same capacity ol hap« 
piness and of misery, the same everlastisi^dssXxsc^^ 
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So much, then, for original worth and dignity in 
the scale of creation. We now pass on to notice 
the high responsibility which devolves upon woman 
in the general arrangements of God's providence. 
Viewed first as daughters and as sisters, and then 
as wives and as mothers, the influence of woman 
upon the destinies of the world is incalculable. 
In the formation of the character of every human 
being the agency of woman is for years em- 
ployed almost exclusively. Grod has entrusted the 
world wholly to your sex ; and yours is the sacred 
and responsible duty, yours is the exalted honour, 
of forming and training the character of that whole 
species to which you belong. Turn to the page of re- 
velation,and mark the encomiums there pronounced 
upon your sex. Anna, the prophetess, the aged 
widow in the temple at Jerusalem, was the first to see 
and to clasp the infant Saviour in her arms. Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of the two disciples, 
** and other women," followed Jesus through Gali- 
lee, and " ministered to him of their substance." 
Yea, when all his disciples fled from him, these 
women followed him even at the cross, and followed 
him with their tears and their lamentations ; and it 
was to them he said, ** Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children." Women were the last at the 
cross, and they were the first at the sepulchre ; 
and Christ to them first showed his resurrection 
body. Nor are the pa ges of inspir ation , in this, pecu- 
liar. If you would find examples — the most emi- 
nent examples — of humility, of ardour, and of 
piety, in the humble and unobserved walks of so- 
^^^0^^ you will find them amongst women. If you 
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would find examples of the greatest laboriousnesg 
and devotedness in the cause of the Saviour, 
examples of the deepest self-denial, of the most 
painful sacrifices, of the greatest fortitude, and of 
the highest daring for the cause of Christ, you must 
look for them amongst women. And it seems as 
if God, in order to make up for the degradation 
and for the oppression which they had to suffer, 
would exalt what we call the weaker sex in the eye 
of the world, and would thus put upon it abundant, 
uneqtialled, and perpetual honour. 

My beloved young friends, is such your dignity 
in the scale of creation ? is such the honour which 
God has put upon your sex in his general conduct 
in the providence of the world ? and have such dis- 
tinctions besides attached to them in the annals of 
religion and of human happiness ? Then the lan- 
guage of the whole to you is this — Respect your- 
selves. Indulge that respect which, though con- 
nected with nature, is confirmed and strengthened 
by religion, and which shall convey a deeper 
emphasis to these words of the Holy Ghost — " Fa- 
vour is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; but a woman 
thatfeareth the Lord, she shall be praised," Dis- 
tinctions that are merely external, that pertain to 
the body and to time, are beneath your regard. 
Look to the real, to the essential, to the enduring 
distinctions that belong to you. "Mind," it has 
been well said — and the remark applies especially 
to you — 

" Mind, mind alone (bear witness heaven and 

earth !) 
The living fountain in itself contains 
Of beauteous and snbh'me ; here hand \uVi%ti^ 
S/t paramount the graces." 
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The beauty of the soul — internal, spiritual, religious 
l^eauty — this possesses true attractions, and this is 
the object of true and of holy ambition. 

I might here remark — even taking very low 
ground — that, if the mind be vacant and unfur> 
nished, it must be exposed to countless sources of 
danger and of unhappiness. What can protect— 
what can guide it? or what can prevent it from 
falling into every snare that may be laid for, it ? 
But when the understanding is replenished and en- 
riched with valuable knowledge, with that know- 
ledge, most of all, which is to be gathered from 
this blessed book, then we have resources within 
that shall render us independent of all that is 
without and shall supply us with motives to fortify 
us against whatever may be corrupting or dangerous. 

If I might here be allowed to name any one general 
feature of female character, rather than anodier, it 
would be this — the desire to please. To what dangers 
does it not expose ! with what evils is it not almost 
invariably connected ! I might nsasie pride as one of 
those results to which it almost invariably con- 
ducts ; another is the undue love of dress ; and a 
third is the resorting to places of illegitimate amuse- 
ment. These and many other sources of evil are con- 
nected with this one disposition. This desire to please, 
which is so often the source of dangers, is indeed 
natural and virtuous in itself. But let it be directed, 
not to what is external so much as to what is internal 
— not to what pertains to the body so much as to what 
pertains to the mind — not to what regards time so 
much as to what regards eternity. Beauty may be 
possessed by those who are destitute of mind^— and, 
what is worse, destitute of heart; it may be 
connected — it often is connected— not ouIy with 
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the lowest state of the intellect, but with the 
greatest deformity of moral character. Besides, 
how insecure even at the best ! how liable, how 
at the mercy of a thousand accidents ! And, then, 
the grave ! the grave ! Let the loveliest human form 
that ever trod the earth be touched, be breathed 
upon, by '' the last enemy," and what desolation, 
what deformity, what loathsomeness do we not 
behold ! The; body in the grave, '^ their beauty 
is consumed like as a moth fretteth a garment." 

And here, my beloved friends, is the question of 
divine inspiration — '* What is a person (man or 
woman) profited though he gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul ? or what shall one give in ex- 
change for his soul V This is the result to which I 
de»ire to bring you and myself: it is to look away 
from what is seen to what is unseen, from what is 
perishing to what is imperishable, from that which is 
deceitful to that which can never disappoint or cheat, 
from that which passes like a shadow to that which 
endures like eternity ; it is to lift our eyes from earth 
to heaven, to throw them from the body into tiie soul ; 
it is to bring the jewel out of the casket ; it is to 
adorn the divinity in the temple ; it is to bow down 
before him who made that which we would substi- 
tute in his place. 

"The fear of the Lord" — that is the true ornament 
and excellence, that is the true security of the 
human spirit. There is no excellence, there is no 
worth, tiiere is no felicity — no real enduring fe- 
licity — ^besides. To fear him is to be safe, and to have 
no cause of terror. To be interested in him is to have 
all creation with us, and all its stores laid at our feet. 
It is to have " an inheritance incomipt\\Ae) wudi^- 
B)ed, and unfadine^," placed within out po%se«aivoxi, 
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My beloved young friends, it would be delightfiil 
for me to picture you faithfully acting up to your 
profession as Christian women in all the different 
engagements and duties of life. The domestic 
€rrcle especially is the scene where you should 
shine. By the necessity of your situation you are 
more at home than the other members of the family ; 
and you have the happiness of your parents, espe- 
cially, more completely in your power. Let filial 
piety, in the first instance, be your ambition. Be 
distinguished, first of all, by holiness at home — 
that holiness which makes the family the scene of 
peace and of enjoyment. I might picture you, be- 
sides, acting— and your profession requires that 
you should act as opportunity affords-— acting in the 
Sabbath school, or in the Christian Instruction So- 
ciety, or in any of the many ways that present 
themselves, in which you may further the cause of 
Christ and the interests of souls. Keep it ever in 
mind — let it be imprinted upon your hearts, and 
carry it about with you from day to day that, " fa- 
vour is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. * 



BRITISH FEMALE PHILANTHROPY. 
In our last number we placed on record the strong 
protest of American females against the continu- 
ance of slavery. We are happy in being now able 
to add the protest of our own countrywomen on 
the same subject, and cannot but express out 
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hope that, notwithstanding all the efforts of those 
who are interested in upholding this fearful evil, 
the day is near in which the chains of the captive 
shall be broken and the curse of slavery shall 
be felt no more. At the levee on Wednesday, 
February 14, the following address from the females 
of England, to which 449,540 signatures were at- 
tached, was presented to her Majesty by Messrs. 
T. F. Buxton, H. Weymouth, W. Allen, and G. 
Stacey : — 

**T0 VICTORIA, QUEEN OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 

IRELAND. 

" May it please your Majesty, 

*' We, the undersigned, your Majesty's dutifiHl 

and loyal female subjects of Great Britain, humbly 

. beg leave to approach your Majesty on behalf of 

the deeply-injured negro apprentices in the British 

colonies. 

"The 1st of August, 1834, was hailed by the 
nation as a joyful epoch in the annals of our 
country. 

" The hope was cherished that slavery, with all 
its attendant miseries and horrors, would hence- 
forth and for ever cease within the wide range of 
the British dominions, and that effectual measures 
would be taken to secure the blessings of liberty 
and domestic comfort to the long- oppressed captive 
children of Africa. 

" We are indeed thankful for the legal provisions 
which have led to an improvement in the observance 
of the Sabbath, and which, to some extent, give 
facilities for negro education. 

" But it is with heartfelt regret that we have now 
to represent to your gracious Majesty l\ial'we\»N^ 
learned from the most authentic sources oi VaSottaa^- 
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tiou that the Act of Emancipation has grievously 
failed to produce the benefits we had anticipated. 

*^ Our feelings have been wounded with the horrid 
details of continued oppression and degradation; 
and we have been more especially shocked by the 
wrongs and cruelties to which the female apprentices 
are now exposed. 

" Many who by reason of advanced age or in- 
firmity, or as the mothers of large families, had 
been long, to a great degree, exempted from employ- 
ment in the service of their masters, are now com- 
pelled to endure oppressive labour. 

" Women of every age, and in every condition, 
are liable for the most trivial faults to be committed 
to houses of correction, from which they are sent 
to work on the highways, chained together by the 
neck with iron collars. They are placed on tread- 
mills of torturing construction and are subject to 
the dreadful punishment of flogging with the whip. 

" We are also deeply grieved to learn that child- 
ren are, through the continued oppression prac- 
tised on their parents, liable to such extreme 
neglect as outrages every feeling of humanity. 

*^ These particulars, lamentable as they are, form 
but a part of the appalling evils which still prevail 
to a fearful extent, and which claim the deep atten- 
tion and warm sympathy of all who acknowledge it 
to be their duty to obey the precepts of the gospel. 

*' May the sorrows and afflictions of our coloured 
fellow-subjects receive, in an especial manner, your 
Majesty's gracious and benevolent consideration ; 
ana may the dawn of your Majesty's reign be signal- 
ised by the consummation of full and unrestricted 
freedom to these deeply-injured sons and daughters 
of Africa." 



67 

Manttal of Scripture Doctrines ; being a selection of references 
to texts, arranged under distinct heads, toith Questions and 
atuwers^ designed for hible^sses, (fc. By Ma&Y Stacey: 
Fry and Son, Bishopsgate Street. 1838. 18mo. pp. 110. 

We have much pleasure in calling the attention of 
our readers to this little unpretending volume. It 
is the production of a lady who is no stranger to 
us, having for many months been in the habit of 
visiting the Probationary House of the London Fe- 
male Mission for the purpose of conducting a bible- 
class among its inmates. The manual itself forms 
the text-book for this class, and has we know been 
used with good effect. To mothers, and indeed to 
all who have the care of children, it will be found 
of g^eat utility, as facilitating their labour in train- 
ing them up '' in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord." The plan is exceedingly simple, and there 
are few who will not be able, after some little prac- 
tice, to apply it, with such modifications as circum- 
stances will suggest, to any extent that may be de- 
sired. The following extract will however convey 
a better idea of the work than any general state- 
ment we could give — : 

1. Love. 

Lev. xi7. 18. Commandment to love our neighbour. 

Matt v. 43, 44 : Luke vi. 27, 28. Love to enemies (Rom. 
xiL 14). 

Acts vii. 60; 2 Tim. iv. 16; 2 Cor. xii. 15. Examples. 

Matt. xxii. 37 — 39. Commandment to love God. 

John xiv. 15 — 21. Obedience to Christ the proof of love. 

John xvii. 26. Love to ^Christ from the knowledge of God's 
will. 

Rom. xiii. 8. Love is a constant debt. 

Rom. xiii. 9, 10; Gal. v. 14; Col. iii. 14; 1 Tim. i. 5; 
James ii. 8. Love the fulfilment of the law. 

1 Cor. xiii. I — B, 13, Characters of charity, OTCVina^anXQN^. 

2 Cor, V. 14, 15, The coastrsdoing motive to 8e\?-d,«ii\«X. 
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2 Cor. vL 4 — 6. The servants of the Lord made manifest. ^ 
Gal. V. 6. Love is the effect of faith. 
Gal. V. 13, 14. Believers* service is by love. 
Eph. i. 15, 16 ; Col. i. 3. 4, 8 ; 1 Tbes. i. 2, 3 ; Phil. ii. 4, 
t'J. The love of Christians a cause of reverent thanksgiving. 
£ph. V . 1 , 2. Believers are to walk in love. 

1 Thes. iii. 12, 13. Abounding in love tends to establish 
ment in holiness. 

2 Tim. i. 7. God gives the Spirit of love. 
Heb. vi. 13. God does not forget proofs of love. 

Heb. z. 24. Men should encourage each other to love. 'i\ 
Heb.xiii. 1. Love should be persevering. 
1 Pet. i. 22. Love is through the Spirit. 
1 John iii. 1. The Father's love. 

1 John iii. 23, 24 ; 2 John 6. Love is the spring and fruit j> 
obedience. 

1 John iv. 7 — 12. Our love the fruit of divine love. 

Questions and Remarks. 

Does Christ g^ve us liberty to hate any one 1 (Matt v. 43* 
44.)— A. No, we are to "do good to those that hate us." 

And how are we to act in reference to those that despitefuDj 
«8e us 1 — ^A. We are commanded to ** pray for them.'* 

Now, if we sincerely request of God to bless our enemies, 
what may we expect our own hearts and minds to be filled with, 
instead of those miserable feelings revenge' and anger ? If one of 
you can remember a text in Fhilippians which tells us of the 
benefit of letting our requests be made known to God, you may 
repeat it — A. " Be careful for nothing, but in every thing, by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 1»e 
made known unto God ; and the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds tnrough 
Christ Jesus." Phil. iv. 6 ; John xiii. 34, 35. 

What distinguishing mark did Jesus appoint wherebjf indi- 
viduals might be known to be his disciples'! — A. " By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another." 

John xiv. 21. Who are they that really love Christ? — ^A. 
" He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me." 

Rom. viii. 37. Every possible affliction may be included in 
£Ae apostle's enumeration ; but in all these things what shall 
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we be» if we love Christ as some of the priinitiYe believers did 
— ^A. " More than conquerors." 

To be more than a conqueror implies that a man not only sub* 
dues hb enemy, but is enriched by the victory — that he gains 
positive advantage. 

In explanation of the method pursued in using 
this manual, the authoress observes, 

'* The explanatory line affixed to each reference is read, which 
gmdes attention to the particular subject The text is then 
given out, and all present open their Bibles at the place. One 
reads the text aloud ; when the conductor puts Questions, an- 
gwers enquiries, or msdLes remarks conneced with tnat particular 
portion of sacred truth. 

" A few questions or remarks are added to several of the fol- 
lowing sections, just to give an idea of the course of proceeding. 
In many cases the remarks were elicited by enquiries, and the 
answers were drawn out by more questions than are here intro- 
duced ; but a fuller detail would take up too much space, and a 
judicious mind will soon acquire an aptitude in rendering the 
exercise interesting." 

It is to be feared that too many parents who from 
their position in society and in the church of Christ 
ought to. be aware of the importance — nay, the 
necessity — of religious instruction, either take no 
paips at all to impart such instruction to their child- 
ren or adopt a method which renders every lesson 
a task instead of a pleasure. It cannot be expected 
that formal and tedious lectures should have any 
other effect on the minds of children than that of 
rendering the subject disagreeable. But enter into 
familiar conversation with them, elicit the enquiries 
of their own minds, excite the desire for information 
by agreeable methods, afford suitable gratification 
to such a desire by leading them to the information 
which the pages of inspiration supply, and er^ 
rience proves that at a very early age tVie^ w^ c"ar 
pahle of understanding the truth and oi exens^i^" 
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ing its power. As a valuable assistant in this work 
we cordially recommend the volume before us, more 
especially to those mothers whose time and means 
of information are limited. 



Female 'Efforts in the Saviour's'Cause defended and encouraged* 
By One who ** is nothing." R. and B. Seeley, 1838. 
18mo. pp. 151. 

What can I do 9 Three letters to a friend on the importance of 
personal effort for the conversion of sinners. W. JBall, Pater- 
noster Row, 1838. 18ino. pp. 39. 

We regard these little works as peculiarly season- 
able. The subject of lay agency has been pressed 
upon the attention of British Christians by the 
facts which have been published, exhibiting the 
fearful extent of demoralization and impiety and 
the impossibility of bringing the truth of God to 
bear upon the understanding and conscience of the 
mass of our population by means of the regular 
ministry. Still the full conviction of its propriety 
is far from having been attained. The period is 
one of transition. The formal professor looks 
with jealousy and the merely secular minister of 
religion (alas ! that there should be any such) is 
alarmed at the appearance of activity and energy 
on the part of private Christians to spread the 
knowledge of the truth. Antiquated prejudices 
paralize the efforts and cool the zeal of many who 
are really sincere and devoted ; and, while they 
weep in secret over the aboundings of iniquity, 
they hesitate to go forth in the strength of the 
Loni, doing good to all men to the full extent 
ot their opportunities, lest in so doing they should 
infringe upon the province of the Christian mi- 
nhtty. In th& mean time souia ate ^liahin^^ sin- 
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ners are dropping into the grave unpardoned, un- 
sanctifiedy unsaved — no one caring for their souls. 
The design of the former of the two works before 
us is not limited to female eiforts, as its title would 
inUmate. Its object is '* to encourage all, — to in- 
duce every one to * do good,' * depart from evil,* and 
* trust in the Lord,* — to show that the Lord's vine- 
yard has been and still is open to labourers of all 
grades, stations, and ages, from the dawn of day to 
the eleventh hour, and that women^ for many ages 
after the death and resurrection of the Saviour, 
while the visible church of Christ retained its purity, 
continued to minister, by authority, in holy things, 
—that they are still, although kept in the back- 
ground, the working bees in this hive of Great 
Britain, — and, lastly, that it would be well for ail 
drones in spiritual things to bear with where they 
cannot imitate the active piety, simple faith, and 
exemplary conduct of those who in love and 
gratitude to their Redeemer are like him going about 
doin^ good/' 

It 18 due to the author to observe that he pleads 
not for any extravagant or unsuitable efforts on the 
part of females, or any usurpation of authority, as 
some expressions in the foregoing extract would 
imply ; but he holds up for imitation the example 
of the wives of the Moravian missionaries, who un- 
dertake the spiritual charge of females. The 
w^rk is written in the spirit of Christian affection 
and earnestness ; and, though not remarkable for 
lucid arrangement, it contains many weighty 
thoughts, and is well fitted to answer the purpose 
of a pioneer to other works entering more fully into 
the obligations resting on Christian womeriy and 
pointing out how they may be maltuxaftii\2\^^\X>Kv- 
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out going out of the place assigned them by divine 
Providence, in stemming the torrent of moral pol- 
lution that is at present carrying millions to ruin. 
" What can I do V* is a question which the spirit 
and genius of Christianity should suggest to every 
one who is brought under its influence ; and those 
who are disposed to put this question in a tone of 
despondency, or who find themselves perplexed for 
an answer, will do well to read the little pamphlet of 
which it forms the title. We have no hesitation in 
saying that they will there find it answered — aye, 
answered in relation to themselves — with great 
clearness and force. The work consists principally 
indeed of extracts, but the condensed and lucid 
form in which it presents the subject of individual 
effort for the salvation of sinners renders it ex- 
ceedingly valuable. 



SERVANTS* HOMES. 

That part of the operations of the London Female 
Mission which is directed to the establishment of 
servants' homes* in different parts of London and 
its vicinity is, we are happy to find, beginning to 
excite attention. In addition to the central home, 
3, Millman Place, Bedford Row, committees are 
formed, and the arrangements nearly completed, for 
establishing a '' home" at Islington, and steps are 
taking, throtigh the instrumentality^ of the Mission, 
in other places, where it is hoped similar homes will 
shortly be provided. 



* For the natare and design of these homes see the Appendix to the 
Report of the London Female Mission. 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



AMUSEMENTS CONSIDERED AS MEANS OF HAP- 
PINESS AND TESTS OF CHARACTER. 

« She that liyeth in pleasure Is dead while she liveth." 

ITim.v. 6. 

How happy sho^d we be did we duly profit by the 
^zp^ence of others ! If the lessons tau^t us by for- 
' mer generations were regarded at the commencement 
of life, there would be comparatively little of vanity or 
vexation of spirit in the world. But, instead of this, 
every new generation seems resolved to vie with the 
preceding in folly, and to rush into scenes of dissipa- 
tion and wretchedness vrtth a temerity which nothing 
but utter and unavoidable ignorance can excuse. In 
nothing is this more evident than in the eagerness 
with which fashionable and worldly amusements are 
pursued in ^pite of the wreck of character and hap- 
piness which every where marks their prevalence. 

In a succession of papers we propose to exhibit to 
our youthful readers the true character of all that 
{Measure which is derived from this world and which 
centres in it, while our attention will be more parti- 
cularly directed to the subject of amusements, in 
the pursuit of which many waste their whole mortal 
existence, and many others, if they do not make ship. 

B 
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wreck of faith and of a good conscience, yet greatly 
mar the consistency of their religious character and 
retard their progress heavenward. 

In the present essay we shall confine our attention 
to those who propose to themselves no higher end of 
existence than the enjoyment of worldly pleasure, the 
idle and dissipated, whose business is amusement, who 
consider every day lost that is not spent in carnal 
dehghts, and who torture invention to supply expe- 
dients for adding a new zest to their gratifications. 
A numerous class is comprehended in this descrip- 
tion, a class composed of persons of both sexes and 
in different grades of society; and can we think of 
these frivolous and thoughtless multitudes without 
blushing for human nature and strongly resenting 
the vile indignity which is thus offered to the nobler 
faculties of the soul ? To choose the pleasures of 
this world as our highest good, as the only or even 
the chief allotment of humanity, is debasing to a 
rational nature, subversive of all virtuous feelings, 
and certainly destructive of present peace as well as 
future happiness. 

The thoughts, the aspirations, and all the ener- 
gies of an immortal being ought assuredly to bear 
the impress of immortality, and to manifest whither 
we are tending and what we consider to be the true 
glory of our nature. But whatever grandeur may 
mark the conceptions of a mind that is contented 
with a mortal and earthly range, whatever achieve- 
ments of heroism and magnanimity may shed lustre 
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on a character which belongs only to the empire of 
time, they sink into nothing when viewed in the 
light of eternity. They do not lift the soul to hea- 
ven. In their motives and' consequences they have 
no connexion with an unfading incorruptible inheri- 
tance. They are designed for no more than a little 
sphere and the admiration of a world that pass^th 
away. If this be true of the loftiest imaginations 
and noblest performances of one who thinks and acts 
without reference to a future life, infinitely debasing 
must be the pursuit of sensual indulgences. A 
human being who lives for these sinks in the scale 
of existence and is debased to a degree below simple 
brutality. Brutes obey the impulse of their nature 
and answer the design for which they were created. 
But the sensualist caUs away his divinely attempered 
spirit from the society of angels and communion 
with Grod, and constrains her to be a mere purveyor 
and a vassal to a piece of animated clay — a body of 
corruption and death. Instead of holy meditation and 
devout ascriptions of praise to the infinite Being, — 
instead of expanding her faculties by an intimate 
converse with all that is great, and good, and fair in 
the universe, — she is doomed to reflect on scenes 
where she assisted Appetite in his sensual feasts to 
encumber herself with impure and grovelling 
thoughts; and so to associate with flesh and base 
material things that " she grows clotted by conta- 
gion, embodies and imbrutes tiU she quite loses the 
ivine property of her first being." 
While this devotedness to worldly pleasure \& lihioA 
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debasing to our nature, it is equally subversive of all 
virtuous feelings and sentiments. Virtue has no 
foundation but in the knowledge and behef of a 
deity. It must thence derive its principles, which 
must be cherished and strengthened by motives 
drawn from immortality. The basis of virtue must 
be piety. The resources, the consolations, the re- 
wards of piety, are in a future life. Whatever dis- 
qualifies us for the contemplation of God, of heaven, 
and of eternity, obhterates the moral sense and gives 
us up entirely to the dominion of our passions and 
appetites. The pleasures of the world, its ensnaring 
vanities, have more than any thing besides this fatal 
influence. When once they take possession of the 
heart they alienate the thoughts from God, weaken 
the impression which a beh'ef of his being, per- 
fections, and government would otherwise produce, 
deaden the repulses of conscience, and obscure the 
light of reason. They cherish the sensual part of 
Qur nature till it rises so far above the rational as to 
cast a dark shadow over it. The consequence is that 
we call evil good and good evil, and wander so 
far from truth and righteousness as to lose all sense 
of our degradation, " nor once perceive our foul dis- 
figurement." Every social and domestic tie is 
snapped asunder when it stands in the way of impe- 
rious lust, and the noblest sympathies of our nature 
have no place in a heart devoted to sensual gratifica* 
tion. The votaries of pleasure are impatient of all 
control. Every feeling must be indulged, every sug- 
ffestion of appetite and passion obeyed. The present 
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only is considered ; the future is kept entirely out of 
sight. 

That which is purchased with so great a sacrifice 
of all that is dignifying to human nature ought 
surely to possess great immediate advantages, and 
at least to a£Ford» during the present life, uninter- 
rupted and exquisite enjoyment. But what has 
worldly pleasure to bestow? Those who invert the 
order of their being and seek their happiness from 
earth can never be happy long, and their felicity 
while enjoyed is not the calm serenity and holy 
delight of an ethereal mind, but the turbid violent 
effervescence of the senses wrought up to delirium. 
Every repetition lessens the charm ; yet so eager are 
the votaries of pleasure to procure gratification that 
tbey are not content to take enjoyments in their 
natural course, but with a guilty and thoughtless in- 
fatuation greedily swallow at a single draught the 
pleasures of a life, drain the world of its last drop, 
and then wonder they are miserable. How many, 
surrounded with all the sources of enjoyment which 
for a little time afiforded them exquisite delight, now 
feel the " fulness of satiety !" 

The most dissipated and gay are the first to com- 
plain of the dulness and sameness of the pleasures 
hich they pursue. We are acquainted with few 
toks of more melancholy interest than a well-known 
»rk of a noble author, belonging^ to the poets of the 
leration scarcely past, who was cut off prematurely 
the full maturity of his faculties. Possessing the 
ortunity of exhausting the world of its p\ea;&\)xe&, 
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he availed himself of it, and in the poem alluded to he 

has given us the result of his experience — ^his estimate 

of man in his hest earthly estate : — 

'' And dost thou ask what secret woe 
I bear, corroding joy and youth ? 
And wilt thou vainly seek to know 
A pang e*en thou must fail to soothe ? 

It is not love, it is not hate. 

Nor low ambition's promise lost, 
That bids me loathe my present state. 

And fly from all I prized the most : 
It is that weariness that springs 

From all I meet, or hear, or see. 

It IS that settled, ceaseless gloom 

The fabled Hebrew wanderer bore. 
That will not look beyond the tomb. 

And cannot hope for rest before. 
WTiat exile from himself can flee ? 

To zones though more and more remote. 
Still still pursues, where'er I be, 

The blight of life, the demon thought. 

Through many a clime 'tis mine to go. 

With many a retrospection curst. 
And all my solace is to know, 

Whate'er betides, IVe known the worst. 
What is that worst ? Nay, do not ask ; 

In pity from the search forbear ; 
Smile on, nor venture to unmask 

Man's heart, and view the hell that's there." 

Are these the triumphs of dissipation ? Is this all 
thaf remains to him who claims earth for his por- 
tion, and will not look heyond the tomh ? But even 
were not sensuality so nearly allied to despair, and 
could its joys accompany us to the very grave, it 
would then be vanity. What is life, though every 
moment should be a moment of transport ? Can any 
thing be more fleeting ? And to make this the whole 
o/ man, as those virtually do who look for happiness 
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no higher than the earth and no further than the 
grave, is to reduce our existence to a mere shadow, 
a semblance of being. If there be no after-state, 
then mankind rather seem to be than are. In a mo- 
ment they are and are not. Assuming this the great 
John Howe exclaims, " I know not when to say I 
have seen a man. It seems as if there were some 
such things before my eyes ; I persuade myself that 
I see them walk to and fro, that I talk and converse 
with them ; but instantly my own sense is ready to 
give my sense the lie. I am. but mocked with a fig- 
ment, an airy show ; and what seemed a reality proves 
an imposture. How vain then is the happiness which 
belongs exclusively to such a state as this ! — ^Who 
can»be satisfied with a felicity so momentary and un- 
substantial ? O ye puppets of an empty show ! ye 
figures of a useless series ! ye moving dust and ashes, 
dead to virtue and furious with appetite, proceed to 
your glorious destination — eat, drink, sleep, and pe- 
rish !" 

If a life of pleasure be thus fatal where it is likely 
to meet with many counteracting influences, from the 
occupations which the world supplies even to the more 
frivolous of men, how utterly ruinous must it prove to 
UHMnen, whatever be their grade in society, and espe- 
cially to those on whom ought to devolve the care of 
families ! Men of pleasure are sometimes reclaimed 
without bringing a lasting stain upon their reputation. 
But, when once a woman is abandoned to pleasure, she 

8 commonly lost to all the world, and in most cases 

38t for ever. 
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T]&E MISGUIDED MOTHER. 

" Only this once, father, and I will never ask you 
again ; indeed I will not." 

" No, my son, not even this once. If it is wrong- 
at aU, once is too much ; the first false step leads to 
a second, a second to a third, and so on tiU the last 
and fatal step plunges the victim of pleasure into the 
depths of ruin and despair." 

The above extract forms part of a dialogue which 
belongs to circumstances that have long since become 
mere matters of history ; yet, as they relate to events 
deeply interesting to parents and children, it is pre« 
sumed that a narrative of them may not prove unac^ 
ceptable : — 

James , the eldest son of a dissenting minis- 

ter of some celebrity, evinced at an early age at once 
a decided aversion to reUgion and an alarming pro- 
pensity for the company imd pursuits of the idle and 
dissolute youth of the city. The father saw with deep 
sohcitude the growing indisposition of his son to the 
industrious and virtuous habits which it had been his 
aim to form, and determined without delay to exert 
the parental authority and influence which yet re- 
mained to interpose a check to the career of folly, 
even though he should be unsuccessful in his attempts 
to win him to virtue and rehgion. 

James had never seen a play, but some of his com- 
panions had often. They excited his curiosity and 
inflamed his desires ; and the plea, " only this once" 
was for permission to visit the theatre. The refusal 
of Mr. — was peremptory and decided. Having 
an engagement a few miles from town, he hastened to 
fulfil it, and for the time dismissed the application of 
his son from his mind. 

Unhappily, the views of Mr. and Mrs. did not 
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harmonize in the unportant a£^ of educating their 
children ; and hence it frequently happened that when 
the husband found it necessary to administer correc- 
tion the wife, as a conipensation for the sufferings en- 
dured by her darlings, would not only teU them that 
their father was very cruel, and remind them that their 
mother never punished them so, but would at the 
same time give them something nice, with an assurance 
that " naughty Pa should not whip them so any more." 
The children were not slow to (fiscover and take ad- 
vantage of this discrepancy of their parents, and soon 
found that however unsuccessful with their father they 
could easily carry their point with their mother. This 
was the case respecting the application above referred 
to. No soona* luui the father taken his departure than 
the request was renewed to the mother. And how 
could she refuse her son — ^her darling son ? She could 
not bear to see him unhappy. To the accomplishment 
of this object, however, there were other things neces- 
sarily superadded to the mother's consent — money 
for the admission fee and the concomitants of a thea- 
trical entertainment, and the best manner of conceal- 
ing the transaction from the father. It so happened 

that Mrs. • was entirely out of funds ; and, as it 

might expose her to animadversion, she was unwilling 
to borrow so small an amount from a neighbour. 

James , who had not been slow to observe the 

practice of some of his companions in folly, ventured ' 
to suggest that he could obtain the requisite sum by 
pledging for a short time articles of silver, which, as 
they were not frequently used, would not be missed 
by his father. At first Mrs. started at the pro- 
posal. She had always associated the lowest order of 
depravity with the name oi paumhroker, and her mind 
revolted at the thought. The importunity of James, 

E 2 
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however, at length prcfvailed^'and as it was " only for 
once,*' and nobody would be the wiser (for she had 
been told by her hopeful boy that he could pledge 
them in a false name), she would even let them go. 
Another difficulty yet remained to be disposed of, and 
that was, how to account for the absence of James. 
The boy, however, having obtained from his weak 
parent the means to gratify his wishes, left her to ex- 
cuse his absence as she thought best, and hastened 
with his companions to the scene of promised pleasure. 

The charms of the theatre, with all its attendant 
attractions and vices, soon rendered the habit of play- 
going inveterate, and equally as inveterate the habit 
of. obtaining money under false pretences. At one 
time James would borrow money in his father's name, 
at another he would get goods on credit and then 
pledge them, till at length, when every resource failed, 
he became a gambler and a pickpocket. He was de- 
tected in the act of abstracting a gentleman's purse 
from his pocket, was tried, convicted, and sentenced 
to seven years* transportation. The venerable age and 
high standing of his excellent father saved him from 
this fate ; but, a short time after his releafie, relapsing 
into his former habits, he was again arrested, confined, 
and died a miserable death in prison. 

It remains to add that the foolish fondness of Mrs. 

proved fatal to all her children. Amongst them 

' was a daughter, equally disobedient to her fether as 
was James. A few years since she married a worth- 
less character, emigrated to America, and a short time 
ago was wandering about the streets of New York a 
wretched and miserable pauper. 

Mothers ! beware of countenancing sin in your 
children on the miserable plea of " only this once." 

Nihil. 



S8 
WOMAN. 

BY THE AUTHOR OP " PUTURITY." 

Far " The FemaJlMf Advocate," 

What is the gknry of cor isles 
But woman's beauty, woman's smiles, 
Biit woman's virtue, woman's truth. 
The staff of age and charm of youth ? 
What gives to joy its brightest ray ? 
What cheers affliction's gloomiest day ? 
What most endears the lowliest home ? 
What bids the murderer cease to roam 1 
What gives the woimded spirit rest ? 
Religion's power in woman's breast. 

Daughters of Albion, bom anew. 
Pilgrims of earth, with heaven in view, 
Followers of him whose pitying eye 
Ne'er passed the contrite sinner by, 
Seek out the hapless ones that stray. 
And lead them in the narrow way. 
To that soul-cleansing stream whose flow 
Can wash the guilty white as snow. * 
Instruct the young, the aged give 
That word which bids the dying live, t 

Love reigns triumphantly above. 
And woman's heart responds to love ; 
The mourner sought her Lord and there 
She bathed with tears, and with her hair 
She wiped, those sacred feet i that trod 
The wine-press of the wrath of God, 
And still her fond and faithful eye 
Streamed at his cross of agony. 
When man's o'erwearied nature slept 
Untiring woman watched and wept, 
With love no danger could dismay 
Stood at his grave ere break of day ; 
And woman's heart did first rejoice 
To hear a risen Saviour's voice. || 



• Im. i. 18. t JnO. xi. S5. | Luke rii. 38. |i Jnu. xx. It. 
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PENITENT FEMALE ASYLUMS. 
To the Editwr of " The Female^ Advocate**' 

Mr. Editor, 

I feel deeply interested in the success of the London 
Female Mission and its periodical pnhlication, be- 
cause that success appears to be identified with the 
extension of one of the most important forms of 
Christian charity in our native land, and the restora- 
tion of numberless penitents to the paths of piety and 
virtue. This specific form of charity the Saviour of 
the world has ennobled by the weight of his divine 
example and authority. It is evident from the re- 
cords of the New Testament that some of those who 
became his most devoted and illustrious converts 
were found among the unfortunate daughters of pas- 
sion and seduction : and the history of Mary Magda- 
len* displays the tenderness of Christ's compassion' in 
its most affecting aspect. To us there is something 
singularly grand and sublime in this particular feature 
of our Saviour's character — something that proves 
that -character to be essentially superhuman, super- 
natural, divine — above all the conqeits, prejudices, 
and enmities of mortal men. None but the Lord of 
glory could have condescended with such ineffietble 
dignity, such matchless propriety and delicacy, to 
commiserate and relieve those unhappy outcasts. No 
instance of this sublime and S3rmpathizing philan- 
thropy can be found in the venerated memorials of 

* Our esteemed correspondent has fkllen into the very 
eommon opinion which makes Mary Magdalen to have been 
an unchaste woman, an opinion which we deem it neces- 
sary to say we consider imfounded. ' Ed. 
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classic histcKry. ^ JSven. -Socrates, while he exerted 
himself for the moral improvement of men, seems to 
have despised and disregarded the female victims of 
licentiousness. And in general this class of hapless 
and pitiahle transgressors lay under the scorn and re- 
probation of those that called themselves philosophers. 

Christ, however k, acted on a principle of philan- 
thropy infinitely loftier and more universal than any 
thing that the philosophers had conceived, even in 
the highest flights of their benevolence. The philan- 
thropy of Christ not only included and embraced the 
whole human race in its wide and boundless circum- 
ference, but applied itself with a most special force of 
operation to those peculiar forms of human calamity 
which the philosophers had scorned to notice. 

And thus the philanthropy of God is not only infi- 
nitely more general, but infinitely more particular 
than the philanthropy of man. The intensity of the 
divine compassion exactly corresponds and keeps 
pace with the intensity of human misery, so that 
" where sin abounded there grace superabounds," for 
Christ ** came not to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance," and "there is more joy among the angels 
over one sinner that repenteth than over ninety-nine 
just persons that need no repentance.'* 

Such being the specific characteristic of the Chris- 
tian religion as distinguished from all others, — such 
being the idiosyncracy of Christian philanthropy as 
distinguished from every form of natural sympathy 
and kindness,- — we have the key to all the benevolent 
actions of our Saviour. His kindness, his affection, 
his charity were not confined to the honest, the 
respectable, the deserving, but they were extended, 
and that with most marked and emphatic energy, 
towards the opposite order of characters. His divine 
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benevolence was not content with blessing his friends; 
it went on to bless his enemies, and it was in this 
love of enemies that it fotmd its triumph, for thus it 
cast coals of fire on their heads, to melt, not to con- 
simie them. Need we wonder then that Christian 
charity sought out its most especial objects among the 
vicious, the debauched, the dissolute, the violent, the 
outcast, and the vagabond? I should not have stated 
this pecuharity of Christian charity so broadly did it 
not directly apply itself to the London Female Mission 
and all the benevolent institutions for the restoration 
of penitent females. To all such institutions I am 
especially attached, just because they appear to me 
to act out the pecuhar characteristic of Christian 
charity in an eminent degree. And this is the pre^ 
cise argument I take up against all those incon- 
siderate people who say, " We will support institu- 
tions intended for the honest and the virtuous, but 
we willnot support institutions hke these, intended for 
the reformation of the profligate and the abandoned." 
The noblest answer that can be made to objections 
like these is contained in our Lord's sermon on the 
Moimt. " You have heard that it has been said. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thy enemy. 
But 1 say unto you. Love your enemies ; bless those 
that curse you ; do good to those that hate you ; and 
pray for those that despitefally use you and persecute 
you." Those who enter most completely into the 
spirit of their Master, and who are taught to hate all 
iniquity with perfect hatred, will therefore be dis- 
posed to assist all charities of this kind to the utmost 
of their power. They will desire to promote that 
union, coalition, and co-operation, among them, by 
which all and each will be singularly streng^ened 
and augmented, and to recommend those penitent 
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fenmle charities to the public in general as worthy 
of their utmost patronage and support. . It will 
afford me much pleasure to find that the public give 
ample encouragement to the London Female Mission, 
not only because it forms the natural centre and focus 
of this kind of philanthropy, but also because it has 
distinguished itself by extraordinary energy, in 
meeting a great variety of cases ; and I shall be still 
more rejoiced to see the pubHc benevolence extend- 
ii^ itself to the eight or ten kindred charities in the 
metropolis that support the same cause. and promote 
the same compassionate design. The great accession 
of energy and encouragement which has recently 
been experienced by these noble societies afibrds 
gratifying evidence that the pubHc is beginning to 
awake to the immense importance of the subject; 
but the energetic philanthropy of these societies, en- 
deavouring to meet the earnest and heart-rending 
calls for assistance made upon them, has hitherto 
outstripped the public subscriptions. They therefore 
seek by means of their little periodicals, their cards 
of subscription, and other meaas, to increase the funds 
devoted to the promotion of virtue and happiness 
among imfortunate women ; and I rejoice in the hope 
that the pubHc benevolence will enable them to do 
infinitely more than has ever yet been done for the 
reformation of female morals in the metropohs, and to 
extend their operations till branch societies shall be 
established in other large cities and towns at home 
and abroad. 

I am convinced, Mr. Editor, that the inore they 
are known — ^the more they bring the nature oi their 
philanthropic designs home to the public — the more 
they will be esteemed and enriched. Theirs is a 
form of charity in which all are deeply interested, not 
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only in a social but an individual sense. What num- 
bers of persons are there who will feel bound to 
support charities like these, if it be only to express 
their contrition for their own past delinquences ! 
. What numbers of persons are there who, though they 
cannot be themselves charged with having ever in- 
creased the amount of debauchery and suffering, yet 
feel an intense interest in saving others from the 
calamities and degradations of the vicious ! 

Nor are gentlemen alone deeply interested in les- 
sening a public corruption to which themselves and 
their sons are incessantly exposed ; but men of the 
lower orders ought to be more particularly hostile to 
that overwhelming stream of public Hcentiousness in 
which not only their sons but their daughters are in 
danger of being swallowed up. Ladies too should 
here stand forward in the cause of piety and virtue, 
for the honour of their sex. In proportion as they 
support charities like these are they likely to preserve 
the respectability of female servants and to ensure 
their improvement. 

It is almost impossible to estimate too highly the 
importance of the reformation of female morals re- 
garded in a social point of view. When a woman 
falls into vice she generally makes vice her profes- 
sion, and thus a single vicious woman becomes the 
corruptor of perhaps a himdred individuals. She 
becomes a fotmtain of pubhc Hcentiousness, which 
may be extended by a law of geometric progression 
over the whole surface of society. Hence the im- 
measurable importance of checking this vice as soon 
as possible. Here, if any where, we should recol- 
lect the rule obsta principiis, and not wait donee 
wuda per longas convaluere moras. 

Let it not be said that charitable institutions like 
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the^ have a tendency to increase the very vice which 
they are intendied to check. This, indeed might he 
true if they were too indulgent and too pliahle, hut 
they are not so. They aim at hecoming bona fide 
"Penitentiaries," and they adopt the rigid yet whole- 
some discipline which enahles them hest to effect 
their great ohject, a lasting reformation of morals. 

F. B. 



MOST EFFECTUAL MEANS OF GUARDING THE 
MORALS OF THE RISING GENERATION. 

My dear Sir, — ^In answer to the question, " By what 
means may the morals of the rising generation he 
most effectually preserved from contamination ? ** 
I would reply, ** By the formation and judicious 
management of maternal societies." It is true 
that much good may be effected by literary and 
scientific institutions, which, by calling into vigorous 
exercise the higher and more ennobling faculties of 
the mind, prevent the lower animal propensities from 
gaining the tmcontrollable ascendancy. Such in- 
stitutions must however be regarded as remedies 
for an existing evil, not as preventives of early cor- 
ruption. Either the morals are corrupted before 
young persons arrive at an age profitably to join 
institutions of this kind or the safeguards are firmly 
established. As remedies they may be invaluable, 
but prevention is the object of the enquiry, and to 
that I would direct my reply. 

That objections of a private and domestic nature 
may be urged against maternal associations, such as 
their interference with the immediate duties of wives, 
of mothers, and of mistresses of families at home, I am 
fully aware, but 1 think it will not be difficult to show 
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that these are of little weight in comparison with the 
incalculable benefits which, when properly managed, 
they may confer upon society at large. Man as a social 
being necessarily stands indebted for a large share of 
his happiness to the well-being of the society to which 
he belongs. Since he derives so much from, it 
is' manifestly his duty to contribute largely to, the 
common weal. In no way can he do this more ef- 
fectively than, first, by encouraging and strength- 
ening his wife — the mother of his children — in the 
performance of her arduous duties at home, and, 
secondly, by allowing her the opportunity of im- 
parting the result of her experience to others. It 
is to afford this opportunity for reciprocal informa- 
tion upon a subject confessedly of vital importance 
to the well-being of society — the training of children 
in principles and habits of moral virtue — that mater- 
nal societies are recommended. The rules and regu- 
lations of such societies, that they may be safe and 
efficient, demand earnest and prayerful consideration. 
The utility of them is unquestionable, in leading mo- 
thers to the knowledge of the fearful extent of moral 
evil and its destructive tendency — destructive both to 
body and soul — and of the means by which this evil is 
to be diminished. 

Admitting that the calculation of eighty thousand 
in the metropolis as subsisting on the wages of sin 
may be excessive (as I think it is), one cannot walk 
along our public thoroughfares, and still less visit the 
haunts of vice and misery, without shuddering at the 
danger which besets the path of our youth. (Prov. ii. 
1 6 — 1 9.) And how is this mighty evil to be corrected ? 
The answer is. By maternal influence. The affections 
are called into exercise in infancy before the moral sen- 
timents ; hence the feelings of children are successfully 
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appealed to in order to enforce obedience before the 
judgment of right and wrong. It is obvious that 
the first duty of a mother is to secure the affec- 
tions of her ofispring, to make it the grand concern 
that her child shall be more ardently attached to 
her than to any other person in existence. This tie 
once formed is not easily broken and will ever be 
a restraint upon the passions, so that they will not 
readily be drawn aside by unworthy objects. But this, 
although the first, is by no means the only duty of 
a mother ^ it is the most pleasing ; the next is the 
most arduous, and, in some cases, a very painful 
duty — constant care to check every appearance of 
evil in the child and constant watchfulness over the 
character and conduct of his companions and of 
those who have the charge of him in the unavoid- 
able absence of his mother. This last is a point 
upon which mothers should be especially on their 
guard. It is impossible that virtuous females can be 
aware' of the corrupting effects of that evil com- 
mimication which flows from their own sex into 
the hearts of their sons, lighting up the latent sin, 
and fanning it into a flame before they are aware 
of its existence. This is the fruitful source of the 
evil which is universally deplored, and for the cure 
erf which 80 many methods have been resorted to 
by the benevolent. Let mothers look to this — let 
them be vigilant on this point by night and by day. 
Never let them leave their boys, except with persons 
of ascertained purity, for a moment. To such an ex- 
tent does one exemplary mother, whom I know, carry 
this principle, that three times a day she herself walks 
with her boy nearly a mile and back to a public school 
— a plan which she is prepared to adopt with her 
three other sons in succession. 
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nrbe sam^ care is necessary of girls as of boys in 
kind, but not in degree. They are not exposed to 
th^ same corrupting influence of their own sex, 
unless, which is not the case in decent society, they 
fiSdl into the hands of the most abandoned. I could 
enlarge upon this topic, but enough has been said 
to show &e importance of a mother's obtaining full 
possession of the aflection and confidence of her 
children and of guarding them against contamina- 
tion, especially by those of her own sex. 

It may be said that information upon ' this subject 
might be diffused through the medium of the press, 
as well as by the formation of maternal societies, if 
not better. But there are two objections to this 
medium : — ^The information is designed for mothers 
only, and might be highly injurious to other* mem- 
bers of society into whose hands such publications 
would necessarily fall; and in all probability the 
greater proportion of mothers would not see them. 
Besides, many things occur in the daily eslperience 
of intelligent mothers which they could relate for the 
benefit of others, but which they have neither time 
nor inclination to write for the press. 

There are two other points to which I would ad- 
vert : — ^The one is the danger of the attempt to set 
before young men, as motives of restraint, the 
dreadful physical consequences which ensue from 
vicious indulgence. The hope of immunity serves to 
neutralize the warning, and the direct prohibition 
only adds force to temptation. The other point 
is that almost all the men I have known, either 
personally or by biography, who have been eminent 
for holiness in this respect, liave been the sons of 
exemplary mothers, who have won and cherished 
their filial afifection, so that no place, as it were, was 
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kft in their hearts for unworthy objects. Thisre- 
fined and exalted sentunent — ^the love of a mother — 
is incompatible with the base and groveUing desires 
of animal nature. If Joseph could say, " How can 
I do this great wickedness and sin agamst Grod ?" a 
young man thus brought up, even before he expe- 
riences the power of divine grace, may still be saved 
from temptation by the reflection. How can I do 
this great wickedness and sin against my mother ? 

J. P. 



A SIMPLE METHOD OF DOING GOOD. 
To the Editor of << The Females* Advocate.*' 
Sib, 

You will perhaps consider the following as not un- 
worthy of a place in your excellent publication, as it 
tends to encourage us in the morning to sow our seed 
and in the evening not to withhold our hand, under 
the confident expectation that some at least of the 
good seed will spring up and prosper, however unpro- 
mising the soil in which it is cast. 

It is now rather more than a year since I was 
called in the course of God's providence to pass a day 
in the city of Worcester. On my return home, I 
had occasion to write to my pious and excellent friend 
Mr. J. V. Hall of Maidstone, and took the opportu-« 
nity to mention that I spent the evening in wandering 
through the broad streets and purlieus of the city and 
presenting his " Sinner's Friend" to every fallen woman 
who accosted me. "In most instances," I added, 
" they were well received, and I hope and implore 
that the blessing of the Lord may attend them." 
That this blessing has attended the humble eflbrt, and 
that the bread thus cast upon the waters has indeed 
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returned again after many days, may be inferred from 
the following extract from a letter which I lately re- 
ceived from the author of the " Sinner's Friend." 

- *' Praying breath can never be spent in vain, for 
the Lord wfll answer his own word, which shall not 
return to him void; but — 

* He moves in a mysterious way, ' 
His wonders to perform.* 

Judge then, or imagine if you can, the pleasure I re- 
ceived a few days since by a letter from a minister at 
Worcester, to whom I had presented several copies of 
the ' Sinner's Friend ' to distribute to the poor. This 
minister is now on a visit to Lord Barham at his seat 
within four miles of Maidstone, and he writes me as 
follows : — 

* As I cannot come over to Maidstone to see you, 
I think it proper to write a few lines, that you may 
anew bless the Lord for the favour shown to your lit* 
tie book. 

* We have in Worcester an asylum for unhappy 
females who are willing to leave their wretched state 
of living, which house of mercy I generally attend 
every Tuesday, and sometimes on the Sabbath. When 
I received in the autumn of last year your kind pre- 
sent of the " Sinner's Friend," I took some of them 
with me to the house, intending to give one to each 
inmate. I found however one of the poor women 
already possessed of the book, which had indeed been 
the means of sending her to ask admittance into that 
house of mercy. She had stopped a gentleman one 
night in the street, and he put into her hands the 
•* Sinner's Friend." She read it — it much affected 
her — she sought the earthly refuge, and I do trust she 
is also seeking Jesus. Her conduct is very proper, and 
she hears with much attention, often with tears." 
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• * 

This, Mr. Editor, is one of the apparent results of 
that evening's distribution of tracts. Shall I be asking 
too much of you to give publicity to this, in order that 
those who are truly anxious concerning the spiritual 
welfare of an unfortunate and degraded class of beings 
may be incited to go and do likewise, not doubting that 
the blessing of the Lord will attend their efforts to 
bring sinners to a knowledge of himself? B. 



RECENT CASES. 



M. — is the child of pious parents, but was left an orphan at 
the age of 12 years. On the death of her widowed mother she 
went to reside with her brother at C — ; but, he being too 
poor to keep her, she was obliged to seek some mode of ob- 
taining a liTelihood. Having procured a few books, she en- 
deavoared to get a living by selling them in the strieets, and 
took up her abode in Westminster, where she met with a 
young woman (a fellow lodger) who i>Qrsuaded and assisted 
her to conunence that mode of life from which she was now 
so anxious to be rescued. On being questioned as to her rea- 
son for entering upon a course of sin, she* replied that it was 
necessity Idone that induced her, adding that from the hour 
when she first deviated from the paths of virtue she had been 
a stranger to peace of mind, that the holy precepts she had 
received in her youth had attended her through her guilty 
career, and it was only by resorting to drink that she could 
stifle for a time the voice of an accusing conscience. About 
three months since she attended a Temperance meeting, signed 
the pledge, and has not tasted intoxicating liquor of any kind 
since ; neither could she any longer pursue her guilty way of 
life. Having however no suitable method of obtaining bread, 
she resorted to selling ballads in the streets. She was sub- 
sequently recommended to apply to the Mission, was received 
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and placed in the lodging-house, and being ill admission was 
afterwards obtained for her into the Lock Hospital. 

A. B.— A young widow, of most interesting i^pearance, 
whose husband had been fi respectable tradesman, but died in 
a decline after a protracted illness. Oppressed by grief and 
poverty, she unhappily yielded to the soul-ensnaring habit of 
endeavouring to drown her woes in the cup of intoxication. 
This however was not her daily practice, and in intervals of 
reflection, when reminiscences of past scenes of hallowed hap- 
piness were contrasted with present realities and future pros- 
pects, her soul was filled with the bitterest anguish. .'' A 
wounded spirit who can bear?" These contemplations led 
her to pause on the brink of a precipice which might have 
terminated in everlasting destruction. She felt that the 
^' way of transgressors was hard/* and longed for some friendly 
hand to aid in her resue. She applied to the agent of the 
London Female Mission, who, after repeated interviews with 
her, succeeded in providing a most suitable situation for her 
in the family of a minister. At this time her mind was torn 
with conflicting doubts and fears, without a ray of hope to 
mitigate the despair which threatened at times almost to sub- 
vert her reason. She " could not pray." — Oh ! it was painful 
to gaze on her distracted but beautiful countenance, wearing 
as it did an air of fixed dejectedness. The kind sympathy of 
her truly benevolent employers, and the transition from a 
state of torpor to constant employment, had however a bene- 
ficial effect, and the tranquillizing influence on her mind was 
soon visible. May the change be a progressive one. May it ' 
grow with all the increase of Ood. As a tribute to the use- 
fulness of the London Female Mission, it may be added that 
she has since often declaim that but for its providential 
agency she thinks she should have destroyed herself. 



THE FEMALES* ADVOCATE, 



HE NUMEROUS DEMANDS MADE ON CHRISTIAN 

BENEVOLENCE. 

HBR« never was a period in which the demands 
lade upon Christian benevolence were so numerous 
I at the present time. Societies of various kinds 
id embracing a great variety of objects, on a nar- 
iwer or more extended scale, at home and abroad, 
re constantlj urging their respective claims upon the 
hristian public. By many we know that this is re- 
urded with pleasure, as one of the favourable signs 
r the times in which we live, because it indicates that 
le spirit of slumber is passing away, that there is an 
icreasing movement, an awaking up to the import- 
Bee of . energetic efibrt for mitigating human wretch- 
iness and seeking the conversion of the world. 
hey contemplate the great system of benevolence 
Mch is brought into operation as destined, by the 
hrine blessing, to introduce at no very distant period 
le glorious day of the church which the prophetic 
words of inspired writ invite us to anticipate. They 
"e aware that this system cannot be sustained and 
inied forward without frequently putting to the test 
le spirit of liberality existing among the professed 
iaeiples of Christ, and giving oiEence to IQeiqi^ ^V^ 
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make g^ld their confidence, and secretly worship 
Mammon, the demon of avarice; for as the moral 
machinery consists of many parts, none of which 
can safely he dispensed with, there must needs he a 
corresponding variety of applications on the part of 
those who conduct the operations, in order that the . 
whole may he vigorously sustained. So far from 
looking at any part with jealousy or coolness, they 
therefore rejoice that there are so many different 
channels in which the stream of henevolence may he 
advantageously directed m order to fertilize the moral 
wilderness. 

There is however one large dass, and that hy no 
means exclusively composed of non-professors, who 
find in the multitude of benevolent objects a conve- 
jiient apology for rejecting €nwy application. Bring 
before them any object of public utility, no matter how 
important, the plea is always at hand that there are so 
many daims upon them from different quarters that 
they cannot tn that etue render any assistance. Thus 
they contrive to resist every appeal, become con- 
firmed in the habit of giving nothing, practically 
deny the declaration of the Son of God, liiat " it is 
more blessed to give than to receive," and pass on- 
ward to their account intent upon laying up treasures 
upon earth, instead of being rich towards God. 

We mean not to assert that this is the case with all 
who on any occasion excuse themsdves from contri- 
buting to a particular object on this plea. Indeed, if 
tbia were tbe6tot^ and knowu to beao, the {dea would 
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eease to foniiBh a plaiuible pretext to ooyetousneaa and 
ivDold soon be abandoned for tome other. Hpweyer 
large a man's heart may be, there is a lunit be3rond 
uliidi hia pecuniary liberality cannot justly be ex* 
tended. Ehren tiie rich may be placed in circam- 
Btances of temporary embanrasament which may folly 
justify them for the time being in dtdiwing to give ; 
■nd their so doing, while yet habitually liberal, ought 
not to be attributed to covetouaness. MoreoTer, if an 
individual diooses, for reasons whkh approve them- 
lelves to his judgment* to liet what he has for the trea- 
mry of the Lord all go through one or mcnre particu- 
lar channels, yet no one has a right to question his 
tibendity so long as he gives according to his abilily. 
We have no doubt that in ordinary cases it is best for 
Btdi individual to divide the amount which he devotes 
bo benevolence among various objects, particulariy as 
diis will have a tendency to give him a deeper inter- 
itt in these objects ; but neither do we doubt whether 
this general rule may legitimately admit of exceptions. 

In our own individual case, let us however be well 
issured that as stewards of God we are fedthf ul to the 
nst reposed in ua, and that we give " according as 
die Lord prospers us ;" and whether we should give 
br one good object or many, though by no means 
mimportant in itself, is certainly a matter of little dif- 
icuHy to decide. 

Before closing this paper, permit us to add that 
what has been said with regard to giving is iaa^ood 
l^[ree i^plicable abo in respect to odioa. ^qt] 
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Christian is bound to be active in doing good ; and, as 
a general rule, every one is also bound to choose that 
sphere of activity in which his powers can be em- 
ployed to the best advantage. It is desirable that you, 
dear reader, should if possible put your hand to many 
good objects ; but, by attempting to be active in re- 
spect to too numy, you may really hinder rather than 
increa^ your usefulness. It is unquestionably your 
duty to do all that you can for the cause of the Re- 
deemer ; but it is for you to judge in what way you 
can accomplish most. If you be found labouring with 
diligence and fidelity, though not in the way which 
others may have chosen, they can have no right to con- 
sider you as an idle or unprofitable servant merely be- 
cause you work in a different field from themselves. 
But do look around and see how many are perishing 
— ^how many of your own neighbours and especially 
of your own countrywomen — and then ask, as in the 
sight of God, Am I really doing what I can towardi 
tnatching them aa branda/rom the burning ? 



«*tHY KINGDOM COME." 

" Thy kingdom come /" How often do we pronounce 
this petition ! and yet but few people (it is to be 
feared) fidly enter into its true spirit. " I%y kingdom 
come" thy kingdom of sanctification here on earth 
—of full redemption in heaven ! It is a petition 
which looks to the fullest exhibition of the glory of 
God, whilst it breathes universal love to men ; for let 
Christ's kingdom really " come," and there will be 
the realization of aD tfaose^ propheeies which assure 
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08 that " the earth shall he fall of the glory of God/' 
and " the desert shall hlossom like the rose," as well 
is a fulfilment of all the glorious promises of scrip- 
ture to those who kave the mark of the Saviour in 
their foreheads at his second coming. 

" Thy kingdom come ! " Who that duly reflects on 
the meaning of the language he employs can utter a 
petition so comprehensive, so animating, so divine, 
an^ not feel his heart dilate with thiQ desire of pro- 
moting " glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good- will towards men ? " 

Ask yourselves, my readers, in what spirit and with 
what views do you utter these words ? Do you desire 
that Christ's " kingdom" may " come ?" Then what 
are you doing to promote its arrival ? Are we act* 
ing in accordance with the spirit of the aspiration 
when we limit our conduct by the contracted bound- 
ary of the world's opinion, and, standing erect in 
sek-righteousness, refuse to stoop to lift from the 
degradation pf sin a fallen sister ? If there be "joy 
in heaven over a sinner that repenteth," may not 
every erring female be rendered meet for that " king- 
dom " which we pray may " come ? " Those poor 
creatures, too long regarded as hopeless outcasts of 
society, cry, like the Macedonian vision, "Come 
over and help us." They have lost their way in life ; 
the Grod of this world hath blinded their eyes, and 
they have fallen into the pit of destruction. O lift 
them out, ye sisters in Christ. Lend them your 
hand ; the leprosy of sin will not cleave to tV, and, while 
you extend it, you may be awakening songs of joy 
among the heavenly host. Can you again address to 
€rod your petition, " Thy kingdom come," when you 
refuse to assist those inrho cry to you to hel^ t])i<&\i!k \.c> 
enter ? Is it Dot contradiotion — nay , "wome, \& Sx. \i»X 
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" The unsubdued, unmortified vanity and love of 
display, in the mind of the parent, lies at the root of 
the evil. Were I not deeply convinced of the infi- 
delity of every human heart, and the little practical 
power those eternal verities which we profess to be- 
lieve have in the detail of life, 1 confess I should be 
stumbled when I behold Christifcms educating their 
children for time and directing the progressive open- 
ing of their minds towards the eager pursuit of 
those objects which are only fitted to render them at- 
tractive in a drawing-room, or at best get them repu- 
tation for talents, manners, &c. ; but it is sowing to 
the flesh, and must perish in the using. I have seen 
covetousness and narrow.mind#aess eflect what 
grace did not, in restricting the undue attention to 
external accomplishments, because of the expense 
thereby entailed ; but the motive being defective the 
effects are so too, and if the child be emulous and 
persevering she in her turn will covet the superior ad- 
vantages of her associates, not having learned to esti- 
mate the higher object of being enabled to redeem a 
portion of that time which another is devoting to 
vanity. Rules for education are but of secondary 
importance, and, if the principle be right, a judicious 
tnind will easily frame them when necessary. The 
basis of all instruction should be obedience to the 
parent for its own sake. This I would inculcate as a 
principle on the authority of God's word. I am per- 
suaded the result in after life of the early habit of 
subjection would be most beneficial. This being estab- 
hshed, I would endeavour to lead them to the same 
Master 1 was myself serving, showing them the scrip- 
tural authority for what I required. A child may be 
early taught to be useful, to make clothes for the poor, 
to sympathize with ihe afflicted^ and however feeble 
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the effort she would feel that she had done something. 
Many opportunities will occur where the habit of 
sel/'denial may be judiciously encouraged ; in the daily 
intercourse of the family the desire and will may be 
taught to yield for the advantage of another, and she 
may be taught to forego some luxury that she may 
have to give to those for whom she professes to feel. 
" A parent must watch as well as pray, and she will 
find abundant opportunities to check and rightly 
guard against the vanity and love of display so in- 
wrought in our fallen nature. It is desirable to en- 
courage the confidence of children, that they may be of 
a guildess spirit. Those who proceed prayerfully must 
proceed lovmgly, and blessed be (jod we do not labour 
in the fire, but in due season may expect to reap if 
we feunt not; for those that honour God he will 
honour." 



THE PARENTS HEART MADE GLAD. 

'* I taw a flood 
Of dark eormptUm. Far and wide it spread, 
And many sported on the fatal brink 
Who never more to health and hope returned ; 
For those who plunged did straight forget their God, 
And corse themselves and die. 

At length a voice 
Flowed from those lips that blanched on Golgotha, 
' Return, ye erring ones/ and back they came 
To their bless'd fold with tears. So there was joy 
In heaven, as when the prodigal doth tu) n 
First from his sins, and find a pardoning God." 

Who can estimate the anguish of a tender parent 
when bending over the couch of agony he beholds 
the pallid features of his child, and witnesses the 
ravages of a disease which mocks aU t\xe mQV)cv€<c'% 

y2 
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tenderness and the physician's skill I How his heart 
throbs within him, and the big tear rolls down his 
manly cheek as he strives to resign his ^beloved 
daughter — the child of lus hopes — ^to the hands of 
death ! None but a bereaved parent can enter into his 
feelings or guess the half his soul must taste. Yet 
this is nothing — ^less than nothing— compared with 
the agonizing grief of some parents whose children 
Uoe^ but live the victims of licentiousness, the sport of 
fiends, the outcasts iA society. Those hapless crea- 
tures that walk our streets, and become shameless 
in their iniquity and often utterly insetisible of the 
true horror of Uieir condition, from whom tixe eye of 
Modesty and Virtue is instinctively averted, and for 
whom even the eye oi Compassion almost fails to weep, 
are daughters. How many a broken-hearted parent 
mourns in solitude and almost in despdr while the 
image of a still beloved child, whose name is a re- 
proach, flits before his mind ! . Oh ! what can glad- 
den the soul of such a parent ? What can send the 
warm blood with new vigour through his heart ? The 
consolations of piety may soothe and calm his feel- 
ings, but still — ^his daughter ! — Oh ! to see his daugh- 
ter reclaimed, in her right mind, ministering to him 
with filial affection, and entering the narrow path 
that leads to life — this can gladden — this can cheer 
his soul. Like the forgiving father in the parable 
he would ezdaim, " This my child was dead and is 
alive again, was lost and is found." There is joy in 
a parent's heart, for this, emulating the joy of heaven 
over one sinner that repentedi. To be the instru- 
ment of promoting this b something worth living for. 
Such, gentle reader, were our reflections as we 
Tead the following letter, addressed to the Ladies' 
}ittee of '* The iMt^ot Female Mission/' and 
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whidi. we transcribe, with no other alteration than the 
suppression of the name and address of the party, 
that others may share oar joy and gratitnde. 

DXAR La DIBS, 

With mixed feelings I take this opportunity of ad- 
dressing you, through the invaluable institution in 
which you have kindly engaged, on behalf of my 
daughter. I entirely owe the restoration of her from 
the paths of profligacy and vice to your most excel- 
lent institution ; and I trust, through the divine bless- 
ing, the kind instruction and admonition she has re- 
ceived from Christian ministers and pious friends in 
your asylum will be made useful to her sound conver- 
sion to God. Through the solemn vows she has 
made to me and her kind matrons of her determi- 
nation to follow the paths of virtue, and I trust god- 
liness, with your kind penmssion I intend next Mon- 
day night once again to take her under the paternal 
roof. I do not Imow how to express my thankfulness 
and gratitude to you and the kind matrons, but I 
trust heaven will repay you, and God will bless you 
and the institution, for which I shall ever pray. 

Yours in the best bonds. 
March 90, 1838. 



POOR JENNY. 

*' Foil many a gem of purest ray lerene 

The dark imfathoined caves of ocean bear ; 

Full many a flower is bom to blush unseen 
And waste its sweetness in the desert air." 

Onv beautiful sunshiny day, as I was strolling along 
with my old friend Simon» he pointed out to nae an 
individual at the door of one of the way-eide ckAX^^ 
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as an iliastrious proof of the power of doing good on 
small means. " One day/' sakl he, " when Jenny was 
sitting at the door spinning, a woman whom she had 
never before seen came suddenly up to her from the 
toll-road, saying, ' Do hold that wean a minate, till 
I lift my kist aff that carrier's cart ; and, placing an 
infant on hef knee, she turned the comer of the hut 
and was but of sight in an instant. The little inno- 
cent sat cooing and smiling in her face, and poor 
Jenny was much flattered by its notice. She thought 
the woman was long of coming with her chest, but 
waited patiently, much deUghted with the child's 
good humour. In short, the woman never returned ; 
and you may imagine the consternation and dismay 
that ensued : but this poor creature actually fed, and 
clothed, and brought up this child with the utmost 
tenderness and affection. No doubt her richer neigh- 
bours did not fail to help her by their contributions — 
particularly of clothes ; but still the heavy end fell 
upon Jenny, who, though she accepted presents for 
the little stranger, never was known to ask assistance 
from any one." 

By tins time we were quite up to the spot where 
the old woman was sitting, with a most rueful coun- 
tenance, spinning at her door. " Well, Jenny," said 
Simon, jovially, " how is a* wi' you, my old friend ?" 
" I dauma compleen" was her reply, as she stopped 
her wheel. " I'm sorry that's a' ye say," said Simon, 
" for I know you have a good contented spirit and 
are thankful for all your mercies." "Ay, ye're a 
^de man, Simon ; ye think the best o' every body — 
but I'm no contented enow, Simon, though some folk 
thinks it's a mercy that" — here she burst into uncon- 
tex>llabk grief, crying and sobbing — " they think it's 
a- MXiercy — a mercy that — ^that they've stown awa my 
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wean. My darling babe ! — ^they ca*me a fule to greet 
for her — ^that's nae faut o* mine. I ken I'm a ftde — 
I was a fdle a' my days — but I wad be waur than the 
beasts of the field gin I could lose the wee lamb, my 
wee pet lamb, that sleepit in my bosom, that ate the 
half of my morsel, and got its bits o'claes frae aff my 
ain back— oh, what wad I be gin I could hae her 
reaved frae me and no sorrow for her !'* 

Simon did his best to soothe the poor creature, and 
asked her when the child had been taken away, and 
by whom. She replied that after her little innocent 
had been about six years with her she had determined 
to send her to school, for which purpose she saved 
three-halfpence a- week to pay for teaching her in a 
neighbouring village, where she came on quickly with 
her learning ; and, after she could read, by the help of 
some good ladies she was enabled to continue her at 
school to learn writing and sewing. " She gaed awa 
to the schule as usual," continued Jenny, " this day 
eight days, wi' her bit bread and cheese for her dinner 
tied in a napkin, but cam na back at night ; and 
whan it began to grow dark I ran, like ane wud. to 
the maister's house, but before I got breath to speak, 
'What's come o' your bit lassie the day, Janet?' 
quo' he ; 'she never played the truant afore.' Wi' that, 
Maister Simon, my head span roun', and there was a 
weary sough in my lugs, and I kenna what came owre 
me. The schulemaister and his wife were unco kind 
to me, and sent a' gates to seek after my wee woman ; 
but naething can we hear, for certain, but that the 
day she was ta'en awa the scriechs o' a bairn were 
heard out o' a covered cart travelling Glasgow- ward. 
F<^ tell me its a sin to greet, and that it's a mercy 
that I'm quat o' a firemd bairn that cost me sae muckle ; 
botoch, och! that's a' they ken I Yo\i,^«a\«c^v 



110 POOR JBNNT. 

mon, and maist ither folk, liae a weel-plenished house, 
wi* bairns or frien's o' your ain to make a canty 
fireside. But what had I ? Naething but my wee 
lamb ! Wha cares for auld haverel Jenny ? No ane 
but her ain sweet bairn. She kent na and cared na 
whether I was daft or wise ; I was kind to her when 
she had nae ither friend. When her father and her 
mother forsook her, she was given to me, and she gave 
me a' the love o' her wee warm kind heart. I looked 
to her as the staff o' my auld age, ane that would mak 
my bed, and hand my head when I was deeing, and 
dose my een when I was dead I but Fm my lane 
now ! My house is cauld and dark, and silent like a 
grave ! My wee lamb, wee happy smilin' lamb, that 
was aye playing about my ban', and makin' my puir 
rafters ring wi' her glee — ^whare is she now ? I wish 
I were dead ! but she's awa that would greet on my 
grave, and there's no ane left in the world to say 
' waes me ' when I'm laid i' the mouls ! " 

Simon stood silent for a long time, while the poor 
creature continued to sob and cry ; and, when he did 
speak, all he said had Httle effect in abating her 
grief, and we could only hope that its violence would 
wear it out. There she sat with . her apron thrown 
over her head, and her whole fram^ shook by the 
heavy fetches of her breath. So, after laying a memo- 
rial of our good- will upon her wheel, we trudged on, 
much affected with this instance of the superior value 
of the humblest capacity united to good temper and 
the sincere desire to be useful and charitable — even 
in a rank of life but one degree above beggary — ^to 
the most splendid talents wi&out goodness of heart 
and sound principles, 

"Truly, said Simon, "the worth of thb poor 
froman Is very gpreat. When we consider how much 
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would be thougkt of an individual or family, in a high 
rank and with means incomparably superior to hers, 
«hould they take in, clothe, feed, and educate a stray 
jchild, what is due to this poor creature for doing the 
same ?«— when we consider that every morsel pat in 
the child's mouth was saved off her own stinted meal, 
and every stitch of clothes it wore was, as she said 
just now, taken from her own back, and how hard, 
late and early, she must have worked to procure even 
the additional pittance to pay her schooling ! Oh ! 
we may rely upon it, however this poor weak crea- 
ture may be thought of here, she will be remembered 
up yonder," said the good man, raising his dark eyes 
glistening to heaven ; " poor Janet, and her humble 
worth, will be remembered when many a splendid 
deed, which received the applause of midtitudes here 
below, is forgotten, or obscured in gloom/' 

" Scenes of Real Life:' 
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CONSEQUENCES OF DISREGARDING THE 
* SABBATH. 

To the JEditin- of ** The Femaki' Advocate,** 

Mr. Editor, 

It is not my intention to trouble you with a length- 
ened dissertation in order to show that the existence 
of true piety is greatly dependent on the observance 
of the Sabbath, but to mention a case which came 
under my own notice illustrative of this position. 
Some time since I was called to attend the death-bed 
of a young woman, who was a native of Trowbridge 
in Wiltshire. She was sent by her patenU^ ^V^ 
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were industrious people, though unhlippily destitute 
of true religion, to a Sabbath school, where she 
attracted the notice. and regard of her teachers by 
her steadiness and attention to their instructions. 
After leaving the Sabbath school she went to service, 
and lived in the family of a respectable baker in West^ 
bury. Here however she was seduced by a fellow- 
servant, the consequence of which was that she was 
sent to the poor-house, where she prematurely gave 
birth to an infant, which died. It was soon after tiiis 
that I was called in to visit her. She appeared quite 
insensible of her danger both as reg^ds this world and 
the next. I spoke to her of the kindness and love of 
God in sending his Son into the world to die for sin- 
ners, but she appeared unmoved by all that I could 
urge on this ground, though an allusion to the care 
and attention of her Sundav-school teachers seemed 

• 

to touch a chord tbat vibrated through her soul. The 
next morning at an early hour I was summoned to 
her bed-side. I remember the mommg well.' It was 
in the month of Februarv; but the sun had risen in un- 
clouded glory, and the scenery around seemed gay 
and joyous, in striking contrast witii the gloomy and 
cheerless interior of the poor-house to which I was 
hastening. Harriet was dying ; her mother and sister 
were weeping at her side, the other inmates moving 
" with measured steps and slow.*' Poor Harriet's pains 
were acute and even excruciating. I spoke to her, 
but although quite sensible she was incapable of con- 
versing. When I asked her whether 1 should pray 
with her, her reply was, " Not now, not now ! ** Soon 
after she became delirious, and whilst in that state 
was called into the presence of her Maker. Thus 
died, in her seventeenth year, one who whilst in the 
Smbbatb school bade fair to become an ornament to 
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Meiety and to tread the path to heaven. It vppetn 
that after she went to service she never frequented 
the house of God, and, deprived of the means of grace, 
her religious impresnons were soon weakened and 
destroyed and she was rendered an easy prey to the 
seducer, who perhaps still lives to reflect, if he he ca- 
pable of reflecting, on the miserable consequences of 
his depravity. 

It is no uncommon thing for $ervants to be pre- 
vented from attending upon the public worship of God 
and listening to the gospel of salvation. I remember 
one poor abandoned girl, on whose behalf I exerted 
myself to some extent, who told me that when at ser- 
vice her mistress would never allow her to attend , 
alleging that she did not see what servants wanted at 
church. 

Now, Mr. Eklitor, it strikes me that you would be 
just labouring in your vocation as " The Females' 
Advocate " if you would tell these mistresses what if 
they know they certainly do not remember — ^that their 
servant maids have souls as well as they, and that 
both must die and both appear, perhaps together, at 
the judgment-seat of Christ. I am afraid Siat their 
present ideas about the sabbath, and the importance 
of observing it for holy purposes, are very diflerent 
indeed from what they will then be. Our divine 
Master certainly assures us that "The sabbath was 
made for man," employing the most comprehensive 
form of expression, to intimate that it was designed 
for the benefit of the whole species. The sabbath 
was made, not for those of one nation, or one age, or 
one climate, or one class of society, but for the human 
family in all its universality and perpetuity, in all its 
generations, and in every grade. Nor would it be 
difBcnlt to show that It is essmUM to lilbit "^nfSL^o^LTk^ 
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of man universally. But, if. tliere be one class 
which more than another requires this periodical 
interval of sacred rest, it is surely that. which in- 
cludes " Thy man-servant and thy maid-servant/* 
who are particularly specified in the divine precept. 
See Beut. v. 14, 15. And sure I am of this that 
those know not how to appreciate the public means 
of grace for themselves who deprive their servants 
of the advantage of them, and that they require to 
be warned to flee from the wrath to come. J. S. 
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Brief Memoir of the lAfe and Death of Mas. Kbmp, of 
Hoxton, Middletex, 18mo. pp. 66. Painter, 342, Strand. 

There is much in this small pubhcation that will be 
read with interest and with profit. The details which 
it g^ves of the pilgrimage of one whose life was 
lengthened out beyond Uie ordinary period allotted 
to humanity afford cheering evidence that whilst 
there is much in this world to try the faith and exercise 
the patience of the Lord's people there is also much 
to gladden their hearts even in the midst of bereave- 
ment and affliction . Mrs. Mary Kemp was the child of 
a pious mother, who laboured with diligence to instil 
into the minds of her children those principles which 
were the support of her soul and the guide of her foot- 
steps. Of this excellent parent however Mary was soon 
deprivedi and for a time her instructions were forgot- 
ten and her prayers remained unanswered. Though 
moral in her deportment she was nevertheless strongly 
influenced by that enmity to the gospel which is naturcd 
to the unrenewed heart of man. Tlie parting address 
of a jninister of the gospel, who had manifested much 
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ittterest in her wel&re, was however Uest as the means 
of leading her to serious reflection and self-examina- 
tion. Her soul was for some time filled with anguish 
from a deep sense of her own vileness, hut she was 
at length hrought to enjoy peace through believing, 
and by the grace of God held fast her faith even to 
the end. 

It is a little remarkable that a friendship which 
terminated in her marriage commenced at a funeral. 
Here she met Mr. Kemp, a man eminent for Chris- 
tian devotedness, and with whom for forty-five years 
she laboured to glorify that Grod whom they both 
loved. 

Many interesting particulars in the life of Mr. 
Kemp are incidentidly disclosed, particularly his zea- 
lous and patient efibrts in establishing and superin- 
tending the Hoxton Sunday School, and his lively 
interest in the welfare of the despised African, in those 
days scarcely considered human. The volume also 
contains some other brief but interesting biographi-* 
cal sketches, but we must content ourselves with 
recommending its perusal to our readers, instead of 
entering into any analysis qf its contents. One fea- 
ture in Mrs. Kemp's character, as bearing in a more 
direct and intimate manner upon the design of " The 
Females' Advocate," we must not however omit to 
mention. In her zeal and activity on behalf of the 
children of the poor, she did not forget to govern 
and instruct her own ; nor were her labours on their 
behalf in vain. Her biographer observes, — 

''Mrs. Kemp thought (and very justly) that the greatest 
tenderness a mother could show to her child was never to 
overlook its faults. Nursery lessons, too generally slighted as 
a minor concern, are, of all lessons, tl^ most important. 
How have I trembled at a mother's foolish foiidQfi»»>Vii «vA<- 
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fering her babe to g^re way to wureftrained passions, ooolly 
saying, ' It will know better by-4Uid-by ! ' Such a mother Is 
an unprofitable senrant— totally unfit for the i)erformance of 
those arduous duties which Qod, in his infinite goodness, has 
assigned her. Our yenerable friend loyed her children too well 
to spoil them — she was aware that the seed must be sown in 
the genial season of spring, that it must be watered by the 
tears of maternal solicitude, and fanned by the breath of 
prayer. Thus might she reasonably hope for an abundant 
harvest, even though years elapse ere the fruit blossom to the 
eye. This tender, this indefatigable solicitude, is, in a high 
degree, the prerogative of the mother. Her sphere of useful- 
ness is by the domestic fireside— happy, supremely happy, 
if she finds her choicest earthly comforts springing up there.*' 

The narrative is written ib. a clear and perspicuous 
style, and is eviden6y ^e production of a fondly 
attached friend. To this circumstance may perhaps 
be attributed a fault which is common to almost all 
biography — a want of discrimination, which we think 
tends to suppress some of the most valuable lessons 
which a fedthful portraiture would convey. Had the 
venerable saint recorded her own experience, we have 
no doubt she would have described and deplored the 
disturbing influence of the " old leaven " — ^the law 
in her members warring against the law of her mind, 
and bringing her into captivity to the law of sin. 
An epistle of Jesus Christ, known and read by all 
around her, she unquestionably was ; but, dwelling ex- 
clusivefy on the excellences of her character, her biogra- 
pher's account would lead us to consider her exempt 
from human frailty. We know that it b a delicate 
and a difficult task to touch those weak points in the 
diaracter of a departed friend which the eye <^ 
aflection -sees only as specks in the sun. Tlfere is too 
a morbid sensitiveness which hesitates to say any 
thing but what is favourable of the dead. This how- 
ever we amaot but deem wrong. Of the dead, as of 
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the living, we should set down nought in malice ; but 
of the dead, as of the living, we have the highest 
authority for speaking even in terms of censure, pro- 
vided we do so in the spirit of Christian love. The 
inspired penmen of scripture certainly present to us 
the best specimens of biography ; but, in delineating 
the character of some of the holiest and best of men, 
they do not conceal those occasional outbreaking^ of 
human nature which marked them as the descendants 
of fallen Adam. Noah, and Abraham, and Moses, 
and Davids and Paul, and Barnabas, and Peter, are 
not exhibited as specimens of perfection, but as men 
of like passions with ourselves, and their faults are 
mentioned in a manner which makcit us feel that the 
portraits were drawn from the life, while we are warned 
of the dangers to which we are ourselves constantly 
exposed. Such, we think, should be the style of all 
biography. 

Upon the whole we are however much pleased with 
this little work, and cordially recommend it to the 
perusal of those who delight to trace the dealings of 
Gk>d with his people and to observe how much may 
be accomplished for the cause of God with compara- 
tively small resources, if the heart be set upon his 
glory. 

ttLiictVUntani IBtysrtwmt* 

NOTHING LOST BY SBRYING GOD. 

A PooK old woman, who kept a chancUer*! f hop, wm kindly 
admonished by a Christian lady for selling on the Sabbath 
day. She acknowledged that it was wrong to do so and that 
eonscience often reproved her, but pleaded that she was a poor, 
infirm, old widow, without any su|^rt except what she de^ 
rived from her shop, that her bnsinew on the n^ek-days would 
Bit maintain her, and that she took as mucb mone;^ qicl \)Mb 
Sabbath as on tb0 atiier §ix days together. Tha VmOl^ «&d«iM> 
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Toured to eonvince her tlutt notiung was gained by sin, nor 
any thing lost by obediaice, urging ^t she |irufessed to trust 
God with her eternal well-being, and surely she might trust him 
with her temporal concerns, — ^that he had prtnni^ to provide 
for his people if they senred him, but, by breaking the Sab- 
bath, she took her affkirs out of his hands, and it was therefore 
no wonder if she suffered distress, — ^that she liyed in the Tiola- 
tion of CkKi's express command, and was doing the sendee of 
SatiBm, but by-and-by the day of reckoning would come, and 
then, as she had senred the wicked one, of course she would 
expect her wages from him, and she would certainly haye them. 
She seemed afiurmed at her own position, and promised to close 
her shop for the future, which she accordingly did. Sometime 
afterwards the lady cidled upon her again and enquired whether 
she was poorer since she left off selling, on Sundays. " No," 
said she, ** God has shown me (blessed be jiis holy name) that 
he can provide for me abundantly. I am doing better than I 
have done for these many, many years. Now I am sure there 
is nothing lost ly serving OotL" 



LETTER OF ADVICE, 

To whoever toiU apply U to herself. 

Madam, 

I am in an odd idle humour, but, if what I write be not for 
your instruction, it may be for my own. Are you young? 
Why then be wise and be a wonder. Are you old ? Be cheer- 
fully prudent and decently agreeable; as for your oinnions 
be consistent in all and obstinate in none, and rejoice that you 
have got so far in safety through a dangerous world. Are you 
naturally gay ? Why then neyer go out of your way to seek 
for pleasure, and yon will constantly enjoy it. Are you se- 
rious ? Remember that not to be happy is not to be gprateiul. 
Are you melancholy ? Beware of romance. Are you hand- 
some? Be unaffected, and charm. Are you plain? Be easy, 
and outshine all beauties. Are you rich ? Make use of your 
fortune with a generous economy ; beware equally of trifling 
and indolence ; keep your money out of a purse and a toy- 
shop ; make other people happy and yourself considerable. 
Do you want employment ? Choose it well before you begin, 
and then pursue it. Do you waniamusement ? Tuce the first 
^ou meet with that is harmlesey and neyer be attached t» any. 
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Are job' in a moderate 'statUm? Be eontenty though not 
affectedly lo ; be philoaophical, but not affectedly lo ; see the 
world, in its jntt light, bat, fbr the most part, keep your 
thoughts to. yourfclf . 

Mma. B. Cahtbil 



THE FEMALE CAPACITY. 

WoMBN, in their course of action, describe a smaller circle 
than men ; but the perfection of a circle consists not in its 
dimensions, but in its correctness. There may be here and 
there a sealing female who looks down with disdain on tlie 
paltry affairs of ** this dim speck called earth," who despises 
order and regularity as indici^ns of a grovelUng spirit ; but 
a sound mind judges directly contrary. The lar^ the capa- 
city, the wider is the space of duties it takes in. Proportion 
and propriety are among the best secrets of domestic wisdom ; 
and tha« is no surer test of integrity and judgment than a 
well-proporttoned expenditure. Mrs, H. More, 



JtttttUistntt B€99VtwunU 



Female Asyhtm, DtibUn, 

Wb are happy to learn, from, a letter put into our hands by a 
Christian ^end connected with the Upper Baggot Street Asy- 
lum in Dublin, that the institution has been greatly blessed 
as the means of promoting the moral and spiritual iaterests 
of many unhappy fiemales. Since its commencement, some 
have been restored to their parents who had been so many 
years from them that they were supposed to be dead. One in- 
stance of a girl from Lancashire is particularly mentioned. 
8he was found* by an agent of the City Ifission in one of the 
dens of yiee in Dublin, and admittM at his request into the 
asylum. After some lime she manifested much compunction 
for her sins, and her conduct towards her mother lay so heavy 
on har heart that she could not rest till she was permitted to 
write to her, acknowledging her disobedience. Two or three 
letters were sent to her widowed mother by the matron of the 
institation, but no answer was received. Knowing her deep 
distress of mind, the matron again wrote, far her, and're- 
iquested an aniwer. Her sister replied, statknin^ ^t2bax Yu^t 
Mends had no wUh to hear of her, as the "had to ^ms^Vi ^2ia- 
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graced them. She was retained in the asylum for three yeart^ 
during which time her conduct was highly satisfactory. She 
was then at her own request sent to her mother, with her 
decent clothing, the produce of her labour while in the insti- 
tution ; hut, lest she should not be received, a letter of recom- 
mendation was giyen her to the matron of the Liyerpool Asy- 
lum, requesting that she might be admitted there. However, 
through divine goodness, «he was fiivourably received by her 
mother, who has subsequently written to the institution ex- 
pressing her gratitude and stating that she is the best and 
most affectionate child to her. 

The asylum has been opened eight years, during which 
time ninety-one women have been admitted. Of tiiese five 
have died, leaving satisfoctory testimony that they had been 
made new creatures in Christ Jesus : one of them, a deaf mut6, 
manifested much of the joy, as well as the peace, of believing, 
and experienced a triumphant release fix>m this world. More 
than twenty have been sent to service, and there is reason to 
believe that most of them are doing welL Thirty-six are now 
in tlie asylum, principally Roman Catholics, so that to them 
the Bible is a new book, and they manifest no littie surprise 
when the preceptive parts begin to be understood by them 
and they are led to contrast its statements with the errors of 
popery. May the Holy Spirit open their hearts to receive the 
unadulterated milk of the word, that they may be nourished 
up to eternal life, and be made as gpreat a blessing as they 
have once been a disgrace to thdr sex. 

Letter from A. Steedman^ JSeq,, honorary secretary of the 

Camden Town Asyhim. 
Sir, 

I cannot refrain from acquainting you, for the encourage- 
ment of those who are engaged in forming asylums for the' 
reception of penitent females, that since tl^ formation of the 
Camden Town Asylum in July last the committee have suc- 
ceeded in obtaining respectable situations for six of the 
inmates, who are now supporting themselves by their own 
industry, deeply gprateful for the Christian benevolence ex- 
tended towards them in their forlorn and destitute condition, 
in thus rescuing them from the path of vice and destruction 
and introducing them to that of virtue and respectability. 

It h gratifying to be enabled to add that their condoet shioe 
thejrbave been out at service has given such decided tatis- 
AetioB as to induce two other U&a \o «{ivVf ic« wsr«%aDLta 
Amd the institution. 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



THE SISTERS OF BETHANY. 

If the sphere of female activity is ordinarily so far 
removed from public observation as to furnish com- 
paratively few materials for the records of general' 
history, it is the more honourable to tiie sex that 
frequent mention is made of them in the inspired 
volume, and that while the names of statesmen and 
warriors who once took a prominent part in the 
afiairs of the world have descended into oblivion, or 
have been preserved as names of ignominy, the modest 
and noiseless exercise of female excellence has been 
recorded with appropriate commendation, and the 
record preserved for the instruction of remotest pos- 
terity. Among the females distinguished in sacred 
story few were more highly honoured than the two 
sisters of Lazarus, and none are introduced to us in 
a more interesting or instructive manner. The family 
of Bethany was peculiarly distinguished by the 
Saviour's love, as we are assured by the simple and 
affecting announcement that " Jesus loved Martha, 
and hef sister, and Lazarus." They appear to have 
been in affluent circumstances, and to have possessed 
a generosity equal to their wealth. Bethany was 
only two miles distant from Jerusalem, which was 
frequency the Bcene of the Saviour'^ '\&\m>\)X«\ «si^« 



1^ 
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after having endured throughout the day the taunts 
of the proud Pharisees, and the varied contradiction 
and ingratitude of sinners whom he came to hless, he 
found in the hosom of this pious £amily a cahn and 
peaceful retreat. Here, in company with his chosen 
disciples, he obtained a brief respite from persecution. 
However he was regarded by the multitude, whether 
they greeted him with loud hosannaa or whether in- 
stigated by priestly bigotry or Pharisaic ^scom- they 
cried against him, here he was always a welcome 
guest ; and, while he partook of the hospitality of his 
friends, he amply repaid their affectionate attentions 
by the lessons of heavenly wisdom which he taught, 
his speech ever dropping as the rain and distilling as 
the dew. 

Of the character of Lazarus Uttle is recorded, but 
that of the two sisters is more fully sketched. Mary 
was the younger, and was probably a very recent con- 
vert to the ways of godliness. Her sensibilities were 
peculiarly tender, her disposition was mild, her habits 
were devotional, her turn of mind, was thoughtful and 
contemplative. At the feet of her divine instructor 
she sat with delight. Her admiration was excited by 
the gracious words which proceeded from his lips, and 
her whole soul was engrossed by the treasures of 
wisdom which he opened to her view. 

Martha, on the contrary, was active and bustling, 

possessing a sanguine and eager disposition and 

a hasty and somewhat fretful temper. She too 

Joved the Saviour, but her solicitude was more 
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engaged in providing a sumptaons repast for him 
and his foUowera than in listening to those strains 
of grace and compassion by which Mary was enrap- 
tured; Veited and perhaps irritated with the cares 
attending her domestic arrangements, she so far lost 
the command of herself as not only to upbraid her 
sister, but to express herself in language which seemed 
greatly wanting in respect to Christ: " Lord, dost 
thou not care that my sister has left me to serve 
alone? bid her therefore that she help me." Our 
blessed Lord however knew the real state of her mind 
too well to pronounce a sentence of condemnation on 
her general conduct or to express his disapprobation 
of her present behaviour in severe or unmeasured 
terms. He saw and appreciated the kindness of her 
intentions ; he knew the piety of her heart ; aud while 
he did not pass by her indiscretion becat^e he was 
her gaest, much less flatter her vanity by ill*timed 
commendation, he reproved with a tenderness and 
discrimination calculated to produce neither jealousy 
nor alienation, bat to turn the current of Martha's 
fedings and to endear the sista^ to each other: 
" Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about 
many things; but one thing is needful, and Mary 
hath chosen that good part which shall not be taken 
away from her." 

Though we are not particularly informed of the 
eflect of this reproof, there can be no doubt that it 
was sahxtary. On a subsequent occasion of deep 
interest the two sisters are again introdxxc^^ Xic^ Q>a 
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notice ; and, while the peculiarities of their mental 
constitution remain unchanged, their love to each 
other and their faith in Christ are fully brought out, in 
amiable connexion with a pious submission to the 
divine will. 

After the death of Lazarus, Jesus went again to 
Bethany, to give proof of his undiminished affec- 
tion to the family, and to show that he is " the 
resurrection and the life," that he has dominion over 
the g^ave, and that those who trust in him shall all 
be eventually raised to an enduring life. As soon as 
Martha heard of his approach, she went out to meet 
him, while the tender-hearted Mary remained in the 
house, giving vent to her grief in tears. Martha, 
less susceptible of the more tender emotions though 
not less sincerely 'attached to her departed brother, 
conversed with her Lord on the sublime doctrine of 
the future resurrection, intimated her conviction that 
the present restoration of Lazarus was not too much to 
expect from the Saviour's power, and, after expressing 
her faith in him as the promised Messiah, she proceeded 
with affectionate alacrity to call her sister. Mary, 
overpowered by her feelings, only said, " Lord, if 
thou hadst been here, my brother would not have 
died," and then wept afresh. Nor did the Saviour 
attempt to draw her into conversation or to comfort 
her by words, but hastened to relieve her by restoring 
Lazarus to life. In all this we see the same differ- 
ence between the two sisters in their natural disposi- 
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tion, while there is an evident advancement in piety 
on the part of Martha. 

Many instmctive lessons are taught us in these 
accounts of the sisters of Bethany. Two or three we 
may briefly notice. 

The first of these is the supreme importance of 
religion. There is something very expressive in the 
manner in which this is intimated by the Saviour 
when commending the conduct of Mary: "One 
thing is needful, and Mary has chosen that good part 
which shall not be taken away from her." All other 
things, the most important, the most necessary, are 
nothing in comparison of this : it is the one thing 
needful. Reader, did you ever seriously think of 
this ? Are you sitting daily at the feet of Christ, to 
learn of him and find rest to your soul ? This, this 
alone, is worthy of your deepest and most constant 
solicitude. 

'' There is a science reason cannot teach ; 
It lies beyond the depth her line can reach ; 
It is but taught by Heaven's imparted grace : 
The feet of Jesus is the only place." 

Whatever advantages the world may promise, they 
are certainly at best fleeting and temporary ; but this 
is " the good part that cannot be taken away." 

'f Tis religion that can give • ^ 

Sweetest pleasures whilst we live; 
"Tis religion must supply 
Solid com£ort when we ^e»" 
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We learn also from the conduct of Martha, and the 
censure passed upon it, the necessity of watching 
against a worldly spirit. Those who are wholly 
engrossed by worldly things, whether in straining 
after the acquisition of wealth or honour or in attend- 
ing to the cares of a family, are plainly the enemies of 
God, as well as the enemies of their own souls and of 
the true interests of their famihes. It is not however 
to such as are thus entirely devoted to the world, but 
to those who do pay some attention to the things which 
belong to their everlasting peace, that the narra* 
tive of these sisters addresses this word of warning : 
Disproportionate attention to even necessary things is 
censurable and dangerous. It is of course incumbent 
upon us to attend to the business c^ our respective 
stations. A wise woman is an industrious woman, 
who "-looks well to the ways of her household ;" but 
how many, like Martha, while perhaps priding them- 
selves upon the management of their family affairs, 
become criminally encumbered with them, and find 
but little time for communion with God, for medita- 
tion on his word, and for the cultivation of the 
Christian spirit ! There is a time for every thing, 
and every thing is beautiful in its season ; but, if 
we woul4 be the friends of Christ, we must regard all 
things in subordmation to him. 

Finally, we are admonished of the evil of indulging 

in unlovely tempers. There is an important sense in 

which *' temper is every thing," and this more 

especially in the female character, the principal charm 
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of which is found ^in that good-humoured ease, that 
<^eeiful serenity, which difiuses happiness around the 
domestic circle. Jittle vexations will daily occur in 
every family, and a woman of fretful or angry temper 
will be in. great danger of magnifying these into 
sources of perpetual misery, to herself and annoyance 
to all around her. Even where, as in the case of 
Martha, the ini^uence of an irritable temper was 
checked and moderated, though not wholly counter- 
acted, by the principles of piety, Ive see how unlovely 
and injurious it was, and we are taught that no excel- 
lencies can fully compensate the want of a sweet and 
amiable temper in a woman and no provocation 
excuse the want of self-government in a woman pro- 
fessing godliness. If it be a maxim of true wisdom 
to "make no friendship with an angry man,^ how 
greatly must an angry woinan be an object of general 
dislike and avoidance ! Many a husband and many a 
family have learnt by experience what the maxims of 
Solomon so forcibly express, that " it is better to 
dwell in a wUdemess than with a contentious and 
an angrv woman" — '* it is better to dwell in a cor- 
ner of the house-top than with a brawling woman in 
a wide house." The greater delicacy of the feminine 
form naturally inspires an expectation of softer and 
gentler qualities in the sphit which inhabits it, and na- 
ture seems proportionably outraged when the counte- 
nance of woman becomes clouded by fretfulness or tor- 
tured into an expression of harshness by the agitations 
of anger. The indulgence of this paA^ioii \& m ^qx\ 
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totally inconsistent with every idea we can fonn of 
feminine excellence. "A meek and quiet spirit" is 
the spirit which Christianity demands in ali, and in 
the sight of God and all who fear him it is " of great 
price ;" but an angry woman is a kind of monster 
that should be an utter stranger to the domestic fire- 
side, 

** Where beauty should in yirtue's lustre shhie 
And gild life's chequered path with peace diyine. 
Disperse the clouds of gloomy care away. 
And be the sun8hine*of the m^tal day." 



THE IRISH DRESS-MAKER. 

BY THB AUTHOR OP " PUTURITY.," &C. &C. 

For " The Females' Advocate," 

To females, the generous advocates of the weakest 
and the most destitute of their sex, a stranger amid 
the lone and lovely soHtudes of a sister land, and with 
all the fervent tenderness of a sister's feelings, ad- 
dresses the following lines, convinced that the indi- 
vidual who is the subject of them will be regarded 
with deep interest, and trusting that her example may 
cheer and animate some sistet in adversity and ad- 
monish every sister in Christ to be diligent in works 
of faith and labours of .love. Bom to better pros- 
pects, according to the current phraseology of the 
world, she learned in adversity a lesson which she 
found to be more precious than thousands of gold and 
silver ; it was the lesson of self-denial, taught by him 
who for her had suffered death, even the death of the 
cross. Animated by his spirit, this humble behever 
has brought, and in the course of every week still 
brin^, the everlasting gospel to from 150 to 200 
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poor signers (chiefly Roman Catholics) on their beds 
of suffering. Often while kneeUng at their couches 
of sorrow, when her voice was heard as the voice of 
an angel, has she been disturbed by the entrance of 
the priest to anoint the poor sufferers for death, and 
by lum harshly reproved and commanded to depart, 
but never yet has she repented that love, stronger than 
death, constrained her to return. Unwilling further 
to intrude on the valuable pages of the Females' Advo- 
cate, we shall in conclusion only say. Children of 
the covenant, daughters of the new Jerusalem, go on 
unwearied in your heaven- directed work. Many are 
the eyes turned upon you, many the prayers offered 
up for you, and many also may be the bright unseen 
witnesses of your exertions for those poor wanderers 
over whose conversion there would not alone be glad- 
ness on earth, but joy in heaven. And should disap- 
pointment at times chill your heart's warm hopes, or 
through the weakness of the flesh should you feel 
ready to " faint, though pursuing," may you be stimu- 
lated to perseverance even by the cheering though 
humble example of 

THB IRISH DRBSS-MAKBR. 

In the silence of night, when the weary were sleeping, 
The wicked carousing, the sorrowful weeping, 
She wrought at h^r calling, long working and waking. 
Reserving the day to cheer hearts that were breaking. 
She lived by her industry, yet she could borrow 
From the darkness of night what might lighten the morrow, 
Redeeming from slumber the time that was flying. 
Glad tidings to bring to the sick and the dying. 
The love thus so sweetly to labour impelling 
Was the joy of hfer heart and the light of her dwelling. 
It went where she went, still instructing and cheering. 
And the soul of despondency bless'd her appeaiVa^. 

q2 
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It was not her own, but divinely implanted ; ^ 

It came from the source whence she drew fill she wanted. 
She could not exhaust it, though freely bestowing ) 
The stream was supplied by a fountain overflowing. 



HINTS TO MOTHERS. 

** "lis granted, and no plainer truth appears. 
Our most important are our earliest years. 
The mind, impressible and soft, with ease 
ImMbes and copies what she hears and sees, 
And through life's labyrinth holds &st the clue 
That education gives her, false or true." 

" Vkbilt there is a God that judgeth in the earth/' 
and the laws which he has estahlished, for the purpose 
of promoting not less the happiness of his creatures 
than the glory of his own government, cannot be vio- 
lated with impunity. The truth of this position is 
manifested in the occurrences of every day, and yet, 
such is human folly, the multitude pass on copying 
the errors which in the case of others they see to be 
productive of nothing but disappointment and misery. 
They see aged intemperates in a state of paralysis — 
see the errors of one generation visited in the physical 
debility of the next, or, as the scripture expresses it, 
" the sins of the fathers visited on the children" — see 
the improvident in destitution — see health destroyed 
by an adherence to the frivolities of fashion in respect 
of dress — see the most dismal disasters arising from 
imprudent matrimonial connections — see children 
ruined by the decidedly erroneous management of pa- 
rents, coupled with an improper routine of miscalled 
education — ^these, and a thousand other things equally 
liable to censure, they perceive and* even condemn 

upon occasion, and yet they go and do likewise. A 

momentary gratification of the baser appetites, or an 



HINTS TO MOTHSEQ. 131 

idle desire to act in conformity with some absurd con- 
ventional arrangement, banishes for the time every 
thing like a sober calculation of what is likely to be 
the penalty ultimately exacted from them. It is not 
our intention in this paper to animadvert on errors of 
this description further than to aUude to the injurious 
practice which is followed by many parents of dismiss- 
ing their children from their domestic circle for the 
sake of physical and mental culture during early Hfe. 
Here we have a beautiful instance of necessary retri- 
bution. We do not mean to assert that a child 
thrives best in bodily health when it draws its sup- 
port from the breast of its mother, but we feel per- 
fectly convinced that nurture on the part of the pa- 
rent is absolutely essential to produce feelings of last- 
ing sympathy and affection towards her offspring. 
Can tiiere be a sight more interesting within the scope 
of our daily observation than that of a mother hold- 
ing her darling babe to her bosom ? With what affec- 
tion does she look upon its innocent efforts ! — ^how 
she rejoices in cherishing it ! — to what vigour are all 
her faculties roused to save it from distress, to rear' it 
with a depth of love which none but a mother in her 
situation can possibly experience ! The mother who 
has not experienced the pleasures, the hopes, and the 
fecms of a nurse, has rarely the power of loving her 
child with this ardour of attachment; while those 
who have never experienced a mother's tenderness in 
childhood are usually little animated in after-life with 
fiUial regard for the being from whom they sprung. 
In courses such as these a serious violation of the 
moral and social duties is committed, and this sooner 
or later will be demonstrated and perhaps felt with no 
small measure of mental anguish. Viewing the mat- 
ter in the mo%t fitvourahle light, there \a «Si eV^^^st- 
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thy of being deplored, and which should, if within 
the bounds of possibility, be avoided. 

When one considers the responsibilities connected 
with the office of a mother, it seems strange that any 
should be found who are willing systematically to leave 
the nurture and early culture of their children to 
strangers. But the claims of fashion are too often 
regarded more than the demands of duty. There are 
thousands of mothers in the polite circles of society 
who have scarcely ever bestowed one hour's serious 
attention on their offspring from the moment of their 
birth. They allow them to be nursed by strangers, 
cultivated by servants draughted from the inferior 
classes, and, lastly* educated at seminaries far distant 
from the paternal roof — a series of practices fatal as 
respects both the affection which should subsist be- 
tween parents and children and the well-being of so- 
ciety. Outraged nature fails not to work out her re- 
venge. The thoughtless parents reap a plentiful 
harvest of bitter fruits : disobedience, personal disre- 
spect, misconduct, the formation of vicious habits,— 
are a few only of the sad rewards upon which they 
have a right to calculate. For the most part those 
who have attained distinction from their abilities and 
behaviour have been heard to declare that they oioed 
every thing to their mother. It was she who first 
instilled into their minds the principles of virtue, who 
guided, advised, and amused them in their youthful 
years, who sustained' them amidst' the difficulties of 
their scholastic studies, and kept prompting them to 
persevere in well-doing, in order that they might 
finally gain those honours of which talent and good 
conduct are every way deserving. Blessed has been 
the experience of those who, through all the changes 
and chances of existence, have been able to look back 
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with gratification and exultation to that period of in- 
fancy when their footsteps were guided and their 
minds directed hy a good mother — hapless the con- 
dition of those whose recollections are not associated 
with such circumstances of pleasing rememhrance. 

If however so much depends upon the attention of 
mothers, it is a matter of deep importance that such 
attention should he substantially bestowed. Should 
the mother be unable to nurse her infant, she should 
at least spare no pains to compensate so great an evil 
by subsequent superintendence. No one can be ex* 
pected to perform the duties attendant on moral train" 
ing 80 well as herself. In doing so, and in watching 
over the growth of the juvenile mind, she must ne- 
cessarily sacrifice many of her own pleasures and 
inclinations ; but she is engaged in a solemn duty--- 
the forming of the character of a human being, and 
this is a task which no conscientious parent can trifie 
with. No mother will be able to act her part satis- 
factorily who does not obtain a powerful hold on the 
affections of her child, as well as its respect for her 
sidmonitions. Having gained these points, others 
will be of comparatively easy attainment. We would 
say to mothers so circumstanced. Commence by giving 
your children habits of strict cleanliness and propriety 
of behaviour. Do not scold or frighten them, or 
show any indulgence or partiality. It is undoubtedly 
necessary occasionally to censure and to punish, but, 
as Mr. .Abbott observes in his " Mother at Home," 
" very much may be done by encouraging children 
when they do well. Nothing can more discourage a 
child than a spirit of incessant fault-finding on the 
part of its parent, and hardly any thing can exert a 
more injurious influence upon the disposition both of 
the parent and of the child. There ac^ t^o ^^»^ 
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motives influencing human actions — ^hope and fear. 
Both of these are at times necessary. But who 
would not prefer to have her child influenced to good 
conduct by the desire of pleasing rather than by the 
fear of offending ? If a mother never expresses her 
gratification when her children do well, and is always 
censuring when she sees any thing amiss, they are dis- 
couraged and unhappy. They feel that there is no 
use in trying to please. Their dispositions become 
hardened and soured by this ceaseless fretting. At 
last, finding that whether they do well or ill they are 
equally found fault with, they relinquish all efforts to 
please and become heedless of reproaches. But let a 
mother approve of her child's conduct wherever she 
can. Let her show that his good behaviour makes 
her sincerely happy. Let her reward him for his 
efforts to please by smiles and afiection. In this way 
she will cherish in her child's heart some of the no- 
blest and most desirable feeUngs of our nature. She 
will cultivate in him an amiable disposition and a 
cheerful spirit." 

Be gentle yet firm in manner, and accustom your 
children to show kind and joyful looks for the atten- 
tion bestowed upon them. While some children are 
encouraged to be pert and forward, otliers are so 
treated that they appear perfectly sheepish when 
brought into the presence of strangers. These ex- 
tremes are equally coudemnable, and should be care- 
fully avoided. You should also take great care to 
impress on your children the conviction that what 
you promise you will perform. If you say that they 
shall not have a thing, do not give it to them be- 
cause they cry. When a child knows that it can 
get what it likes by crying, it soon learns to make use 
ofitspowen : crying becomes its engine of perpetual 
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annoyance. It must, however, be taught self-denial, 
and be convinced that its will is not to be the law. 

Our daily experience shows us how susceptible the 
tender mind is of deep impressions, and what perma- 
nent effects are produced on the character and happi* 
ness of individimls by the casual associations formed 
in childhood among the various ideas, feelings, and 
affections, with which they are habitually occupied. 
If it be possible for the influence of fashion to veil the 
natural deformity of vice, and to give to low and cri- 
minal indulgences the appearances of spirit, of ele* 
gance, and of gaiety, can wje doubt the possibility of 
connecting in tibe tender mind these pleasing associa- 
tions with pursuits truly worthy and honourable ? 

Here, then, is perceived the necessity for prevent- 
ing your children from acquiring erroneous opinions 
and prejudices, or fostering uncontrollable appetites 
for that which is injurious to their moral and intel- 
lectual welfare. But long and watchful must be your 
endeavours to restrain the innate or acquired propen- 
sity to evil, and to cultivate benevolence and gentle- 
ness along with force of character. And, after all, a 
deep feeling of dependence on divine aid, and earnest 
persevering prayer, are indispensable. Evils may 
arise against which with your utmost prudence and 
vigilance you cannot guard. Half-a-dozen words ut- 
tered by an ignorant domestic may in a moment plant 
a superstition or a prejudice which not all your exer- 
tions, nor even the power of reason in after-life, will 
be able entirely to eradicate. Let all your efforts be 
conducted in a spirit of humble and devout depend- 
ence ; " commit your way unto the Lord," delight 
yourself in him, and " he will give you the desire 
of your heart." 
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FAMILY RELIGION. 

The letter from which the following extracts are taken was 
handed to us by the friend to whom it was addressed, and, as 
we are anxious to draw the attention of mothers in particular 
to the necessity of systematic, scriptural, persevering efforts in 
order to the discharge of their maternal obligations, we have 
great pleasure in being permitted to place before our readers 
such an example of family religion as is here depicted by the 
pen of a Christian mother. Perhaps we may be allowed to 
add that we have ourselves witnessed that example and seen 
its happy results, and are therefore prepared to commend it as 
well worthy of universal imitation. 

Mt Dear Sir, 

^P ^^ ^r ^r ^^ ^^ ^P ^P 

It was our happiness as heads of a family to begin 
with the resolution of Joshua, *• As for me and my 
house we will serve the Lord.*' The stimulus derived 
from this example enabled me to conduct family 
worship in the absence of my husband, whoever might 
be present, feeling that if I once gave way the door 
would be opened to further departures from duty; and 
this enabled me to maintain family order when other- 
wise I should have found it very difficult. Yet for 
some time our ideas of family instruction, as it re- 
garded the servants, did not go any further than 
reading the scriptures and praying with them as our 
fethers had done before us, till we were aroused to 
the inefficiency of our plan as a means of instruc- 
tion by the following circumstance : — A female who 

liad been in the service of the family for four years 
was about to leave, when the thought occurred to 
our minds. What benefit has this servant received 
from prayer, the daily reading of the scriptures, and 

the weekly attendance on the means of grace ? This 
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suggested the propriety of asking her some questions 
prior to her departure on the last morning at ^mily 
worship. Several questions were accordingly put to 
her. No answer being returned, the questions were 
repeated and simplified. Still no answer could be 
obtained. • At length, with a view of breaking silence, 
the question was asked, '^ Who is Jesus Christ ? " 
Still there was no answer, and when asked, " Have 
you never heard of Jesus Christ ?" the reply was, 
" Yes, I have heard of such a gentleman ! !" 

We now saw the necessity of conducting family 
worship on a different plan, and with our new servant 
adopted the catechetical system in reading the 
scriptures, each present reading in turns. We also 
added singing to our worship, and had the pleasure 
of seeing much interest and attention excited, and as 
the minds of our children became developed they 
were ready to take their part in the exercise. Yet, 
while we had made some progress, we were still de- 
sirous of further improvement, and commenced read- 
ing every work likely to assist us, and seeking infor- 
mation from every source whence we could expect to 
obtain it. In this research we met with Mr. GaU's 
'* End and Essence of Sabbath School and Family 
Religious Instruction." This work greatly strength- 
ened us in carrying out the plans we had previously 
adopted and enlarging them. The excellent author 
visiting London a short time afterwards, we were in- 
troduced to him, and, being more thoroughly initiated 
into the lesson system, we adopted it as a whole for 
our mommg worship, and m the evening the reading 
oi the scriptures, each one selecting a verse from the 
chapter read, and also some portion of the hymn sung, 
to draw some practical lesson from. Some object to 
pursue the plan we have adopted on «k!(:c>Qx»i\. ^^ ^^^d^ 
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time it occupies. To such we might reply. Is not 
religion the great business of our Hves, and ought we 
not to lament that so small a portion of time is given to 
the most momentous concerns ? But in truth it will 
be found that reading, questioning upon, explaining, 
and drawing lessons from a small portion of scripture, 
making the same the subject of the prayer, and adapt- 
ing it to the circumstances of the family, will not 
occupy more time than the old plan pursued by our 
ancestors of reading a long chapter, perhaps com- 
menting upon it, and afterwards praying for some half 
hour or more, till servants and children are nearly all 
asleep. 

One of the g^eat advantages we have found in the 
system we have pursued has been in the carrying on 
of feunily worship by every member of the family, 
when the heads, or elder branches, have been absent, 
either through illness or unavoidable circumstances. 
Every one has been initiated into the duties by being 
required to take the lead in turn as teacher, one of 
the parents closing the exercise with a short prayer, 
or in the absence of both parents the senior present 
conducting the whole as a matter of. course. Servants 
who have come into our house quite uninformed on 
rehgious subjects have made considerable progress in 
scriptural knowledge. One, whom we were compelled 
to part with, reluctantly left, telling her fellow-servant 
she should lose all her religion. However we were 
subsequently rejoiced to hear that religion had taken 
deeper root than was imagined. Some time since 
she was received into communion with a Christian 
church, and she had maintained a good profession up 
to the last account we received of her. 

There is another plan we have adopted with a«view 
of checking the natural propensity to slander and 
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evil reporting : it is that of keeping a ** Good-Report 
Book." in which every member of the family is re- 
quired to record daily some good report of some one, 
either in or out of the house, or some striking senti- 
ment coming under their notice. The origin of this 
was as follows : — ^As soon as we had two children old 
enough to play together alone, they evinced a dispo- 
sition to make a bad report of each other. To check 
this at first we punished the evil reporter, and we 
found the bad- report system checked by this means» 
but the feehngs of benevolence and sympathy, were 
shut up. instead of being called forth. To arouse and 
excite these feelings we devised the plan of a good- 
report book, and after a trial of many years we are 
more and more confirmed in the advantage of it. 
The record made on the evening of the day is read 
the next morning before family worship. We now 
also read the report for the same day of the previous 
year, and we frequently find that the retrospect calls 
forth the most pleasing and grateful feelings. The , 
book is also a concise journal, which is sometimes a 
useful book of reference. ******** 
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STUBBORN FACTS. 

Some persons have expressed a doubt whether any efforts were 
necessary on behalf of females of good character, to prevent 
them from behig exposed to the dr^dful alternative of starva- 
tion or crime. Little indeed can such persons be aware of 
the amount of want and wretchedness which is concealed from 
ordinary observation in many densely populated districts of 
the metropolis. But let the following facts, selected from a 
number bearing upon the same point, be duly considered, and 
surely it must be evident that there can b6 com^aratlyel^ 
little hope in ourexertiom to diminish the uambei ol 'a\!2Qa:^v3 
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females who disgprace their sex, unless preventive measures be 
more generously encouraged. 

Some weeks since two interesting young women, M. A. N. 
and £. T., were Introduced to the notice of the conmiittee of 
the Central Servants' Home, and after strict examination they 
were admitted as lodgers, although at that time their funds 
were almost exhausted. It appeared on enquiry that after 
having struggled for some time to obtain a livelihood by dress- 
making, for which they were both very well qualified, they 
were obliged to give up their house. They accordingly sold 
their furniture, but for want of proper interference had not 
yet been able to obtain the money ; and had it not been for 
this institution their situation, unprotected and friendless as 
they were, would soon have been most perilous and distress- 
ing. They were a considerable distance from home, without 
sufficient money to take them thither, and had no relatives 
capable of affording them the necessary assistance. It is 
gratifying to add that after conducting themselves with great 
propriety at the Home one obtained a situation as a servant 
and the other permanent employment at her needle, at least 
for some monliis to come. 

Another virtuous female, 0. R., who was entirely destitute, 
applied to an agent of the London Female Mission under the 
following circumstances :— ^he had accompanied her mother 
from Ireland to Liverpool, where she obtained a comfortable 
situation in a fiarm-house, when her mother, who had pre- 
ceded her to London, wrote to her to say that she was quite 
wretched at such a distance from her, and therefore begged 
that she would immediately leave and follow to the metro- 
polis. The poor girl, supi)osing that her mother would be able to 
provide a place for her, obeyed; but when she arrived she 
found her poor mother in very miserable plight, merely exist- 
ing by the sale of a few threeuls and tapes and without any 
friend to reconmiend her daughter, who was compelled to sell 
her clothes to pay the expense of coming up. Her appear- 
ance and the artless simplicity of her tale (she was only 16) 
spoke volumes in her favour. She was sent by the agent to 
a tradesman with a note, stating that if he could find any 
place for her she should be properly clothed. It so happened 
that they wanted a little help, and they were so pleased with 
her ready good humour and bustling activity that they kept 
her for a few days, when a lady opp<Mite to them felt disposed 
to give her a trial. She was accordingly clothed, and has 
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taow been two months in the place, where she is giving the 
utmost satisfaction. This girl might have been lost but for 
such a society, to which happily she was directed by some 
casual informant. Had she &Ilen into the hands of one of 
those monsters in human shape who make a trade of decoying 
the thoughtless, and leading them into dens of infamy, what 
could be expected in her destitute condition but that she 
should become an easy victim? Who can tell how many 
might be prevented from foiling into the snares which are set 
for them if adequate efforts were made by those who are con- 
cerned to suppress immorality ? 

The only oUier case for which we can make room is that of a 
piatu and iDell-educated young woman from Ireland, who had 
been induced, by the representation of a friend, to come over, 
in the hope of obtaining a situation as assistant in a school at 
Bath. She was, however, disappointed, and her only resource 
was to come up to London, wh^ she had an uncle. On apply- 
ing to this uncle she found that he was not in circumstances 
to afford her substantial assistance. Having no other friends, 
and being unable to obtain employment, her funds were soon 
exhausted, and, after parting with her clothes to procure bread^ 
she was reduced to great distress when she made application 
at the office of the Mission in the Vague hope that something 
might be done for her. The testimonials which she brought 
over with her from Ireland were highly satisfactory. Her 
statement was also found, on investigation, to be strictly cor- 
rect. She was therefore received into the Home, where she 
is at present usefully employed, until a situation suited to 
her abilities can be obtained. 



THE DECORATION NECESSARY FOR FEMALES. 
It is superfluous to decorate women highly in early youth ; 
youth is itself a decoration. We mistakingly adorn most that 
part of life which least requires it, and neglect to provide for 
that which will want it most. It is for that sober period when 
life has lost its freshness, the passions their intenseness, and 
the spirits their hilarity, that we should be preparing. Our 
wisdom would be to anticipate the wants of middle life, to lay 
in a store of notions, ideas, principles, and habits, which may 
preserve or transfer to the mind that affection which nv«a ^\. 
first partly attracted by the person. But to a^^ «l ^%x;«xl\. 
mind to a form which has ceased to please, to pTovldLe mo «viX^- 



142 MI8GXLLANE0US. 

sidiary aid to beauty while it lasts, and especially no substi- 
tate when it has departed, ig to render life comfortless. 

Hannah More. 



ADVANTAGES OF FEMALE COMPANY. 

How often have I seen a company of men who were disposed 
to be riotous checked all at once into deeoicy by the acci- 
dental entrance of an amiable woman, while her good sense 
and obliging deportment charmed them into at least a tem- 
porary conviction that there is nothing so beautiful as female 
excellence, nothing so delightful as female conversation. — To 
form the manners of men nothing contributes so much as the 
cast of the women they converse with. Those who are most 
associated with women of virtue and understanding will be 
always found the most an^able characters. 

FORDTCB. 

SALVATION OF INFANTS. 

Tell ub if Christianity does not throw a pleasing radiance 
around an in&nt's tomb ? And should any parent who hears 
us feel softened by the remembrance of the light that twinkled 
a few short months under his roof, and at tbue end of its little 
period expired, we cannot think that we venture too &r when 
we say that he has only to persevere in the fiiith, and in the 
foUo^ndng of the gosp^, and that very light will again shine 
upon him in heaven. Tlie blossom iHiich withered here upon 
its stalk has been transplanted there to a place of endurance ; 
and it will then gladden that eye which now weeps out the 
agony of an aifection that has been sorely wounded ; and, in 
the name of him who, if on earth, would have wept along 
with them, do we bid all believers present to sorrow not even 
as others who have no hope, but to take comfort in the hope 
of that country where there is no sorrow and no separation. 

Oh, when a mother meets on high 
The babe she lost in infiEmcy, 
Hath she not then, for pains and fears-^ 
The day of woe, the watchful night— 
For all her sorrow, all her tears — 
An over-payment of delight ? 

Dr. Chalmers. 
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SERVANTS' HOME AND REGISTRY, 

MILLMAN PLACE, BEDFORD ROW. 

A MEETING of the friends of the Servants' home department 
of the London Female Mission was held on Monday, May 7th^ 
at the large committee room, 20, Red Lion-square. J. Tur- 
VBR, Esq., took the chair. £. T. Carver, Esq., Hon. Secre- 
tary to the Mission, read a brief report of the proceedings of 
the society, in which it was stated ^attwo classes of servants 
were accommodated, for the present, in separate apartments 
of the institution, namely, those who were able to pay a small 
sum for their lodging and to support themselves till situations 
could be procured for them, and those who were entirely (ies^ 
titute ; but it was the intention of the Mission, as soon as the 
funds should warrant such a step, to .provide separate establish- 
ments for each class. The institution was opened in January 
last. The following is a summary of its progress : — In 
January there were 3 destitute cases ; in February 8 destitute 
and 3 lodgers ; in March 9 destitute and 10 lodgers ; in April 
7 destitute and 9 lodgers ; and at present 5 destitute and 8 
lodgers. 23 had been provided with respectable' situations ; 
and respecting most of them information had been received 
that they were giving satisfaction. Several gehtlemen ad- 
dressed the meeting, and some interesting facts were stated 
illustrating the necessity and the value of such an institution 
for the protection of young females of good character. It was 
further stated that steps w6re now taking to establish similar 
Homes in London and its environs in connection with the Fe- 
male Mission ; and the efforts of another society, which has 
for some time had a Servants' Home in Nutford-place, were 
referred to with satisfaction as presenting the prospect of a 
more speedy attainment of the object in view. 



PROBATIONARY HOUSE, 

PRINCES STREET, RED LION SQUARE. 

The friends of thifr institution held a meeting at the Institu- 
tion House,. Red lion Square, on Tuesday, May • the 17th. 
The chair wis taken by Sir Arthur db Capell Broke^ 
Bart. The report, which was read by one of tVie aect^^'nfiA 
9f the London Female Miaaion, after brieky T!e£eTT\iv% \o \2fiA 
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various means by which the Mission is aiming to elevate the 
standard of morals among females of good character, stated 
that, while the managers attached great importance to every 
measure calculated to prevent virtuous females from being en- 
snared and corrupted, they could not overlook the necessity 
of strenuous exertions to rescue from present misery and 
everlasting ruin those who were living in open sin. For such 
unhappy females the Probationary House was provided. It 
was but too evident that by whatever means any were intro- 
duced to a life of prostitution, whether by the base and com- 
plicated arts of seduction, or in consequence of neglected 
education, the love of indolence, dress, &c., its abandonment, 
when once commenced, was all but impossible without the aid 
of such an institution. Multitudes would gladly escape if 
they could be introduced to any honourable means of sub- 
sistence. 

Applications to this and other asylums are increasingly nu- 
merous, and many of the applicants are mere children, of 12 
and 13 years of age, to whom it is heart-rending to be com- 
pelled to say. There is no room ; while the general good (often 
indeed higfUy exemplary) conduct of those who have been re- 
stored affords abundant encouragement in this work of mercy. 
Since the opening of the Probationary House, in January 1837, 
the entire numb^ of cases which have come under the notice 
of the society is 274. These have been disposed of as fol-* 
lows : — 

Received into the Probationary House 138 

Provided with situations as servants 31 

Placed in a condition to obtain an honest livelihood. 5 

Restored to friends 2 

Received counsel from the agent, with such tempo- 
rary aid as seemed necessary 93 

Sent to the Refuge for the Destitute and to other 

asylums 5 

Of those who have been received into the Probationary House, 
1 has been removed by death, 27 have been restored to friends 
or provided with situations, 48 have been transferred to Dis- 
trict Asylums, 5 have been dismissed, 27 have left at their 
own request, and 30 now remain in the House. 

Some afibcting cases of individiuds rescued by this society 
were read by the secretary, and the meeting was addressed by 
serenU gentlemen in a manner that could not fail to make a 
deep Impression on the minds of all who were present. 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



INSTITUTIONS FOR THE BENEFIT OF FEMALES. 

The spirit of Christianity is essentially and preemi- 
nently a spirit of compassion and beneficence, and 
wherever it is difiiised its progress is marked by efforts 
for alleviating human wretchedness. In our own 
highly favoured land the direct and indirect influence 
of the gospel has originated and sustained a variety 
of benevolent institutions for this purpose, and great 
and manifcdd are the benefits which they have been 
the means of conferring upon the community. In 
some cases indeed it must be acknowledged that their 
design has been partially or even entirely frustrated 
by improper management, and those who have most 
needed them have been excluded^ sometimes for want 
of friends to interest themselves on their behalf and 
not unfrequently by utter ignorance of their existence 
or mistaken notions respecting them. Nor can it be 
doubted that very important institutions have been 
occasionally left to languish for want of those pecu- 
niary supjdies which, had their true value been appre- 
ciated, would have been cheerfully contributed by 
British liberality. 

On these accounts we deem it not unsuitable to the 
design of " The Females' Advocate" to call the at- 
tention of our readers to some general Tem«xV& ^t^. 

H 
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such of our metropolitan institutions as are intended 
for the special benefit of different classes of its female 
population, purposing in subsequent papei^ to follow 
up these remarks by a brief account of the plans and 
operations of the most important of these institu- 
tions. 

It cannot be too strenuously insisted on that the 
best charity in the world is that which ennobles, 
and elevates, and energises its objects, rendering 
them comparatively independent of all but their own 
honourable and virtuous exertions, and the worst that 
which breaks down the native honour and independ- 
ence and represses individual energies. This has 
been illustrated by the whole history of Catholic be- 
nevolence abroad, and by that of the poor-laws and 
many of the public charities of our own country. The 
Roman Catholic institutions on the continent, by la- 
vish and indiscriminate alms-giving, have turned the 
honest working poor, once as honourable in their sta- 
tion as the nobleman is in his, into a race of paupers, 
beggars, and vagabonds. At home the old system of 
poor-laws was doing just the same enormous injury to 
our own poor : it ruined the very objects it relieved, just 
because instead of making^them more independent and 
diligent it made them less so. Thus the poor became 
debased almost beyond redemption through the ab- 
surd process by which we undertook to improve their 
condition. Teach them how to help themselves, place 
them in positions in which they may earn a trifle a 
day by iiumble self-approving industry, and you 
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have done them an infinitely greater service than if 
you presented every one of them with a thousand a 
year to be spent in idleness and debauchery. We 
state this great truth the more strongly because it 
has been proved for centuries by the most painful and 
perilous national experience, and because it has been 
confirmed of late by all the best writers in political 
economy — ^by Chalmer's, by Senior, by Abbott in that, 
beautiful book entitled "The Way to do Good." by 
the author of those admirable essays on the princi- 
ples of charitable institutions published by Longman 
and Co. in 1836, and, lastly, by the Hon. and Rev. 
B. W. Noel in his invaluable pampUets. 

It is upon this principle that most of the charitable 
institutions of London lor the benefit of females pro- 
ceed, though they have been slow in learning it, till 
forced upon them by much painful experience. They 
are intended to assist those who really and honestly 
need their assistance, to help out of ^ir difficulties 
those that are resolved to do what they can to help 
themselves, or to rescue from a state of deg^radation 
and misery those who though fallen are resolutely 
determined to alter their course. > Tlie great object of 
these societies is to-stimulate'fetaiales to the discovery 
and use of their own resources^ to call' out the energies 
and the diligedce of the poor themselvies to better 
their condition, to t^ach them to respect themselves 
and to become a messing to their generation. Hence 
they cause a strict enquiry to be made respecting the 
real motives, designs^ and oircumstaucea oi V\^ v^^* 
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cant. - If they find an honest and sincere confession 
of the truth, and a desire to use the charity without 
abusing it — ^if in short they find the appUcant a pro- 
per object of relief — ^they will assist her and advance 
her interests, by placing her in a situation which may 
be improved by virtuous exertion. On the other 
hand, if they find that the appUcant is some idle im- 
postor, by whom the charity is applied for only to be 
abused and on whom it would be thrown away, if they 
think that relief would, only lead her to more idleness 
and extravagance than before, they will by no means 
encourage the hypocrisy which seeks relief from one 
evil only to fall into another. 

Those who are in circumstances to require the aid 
of benevolent institutions should be reminded that 
it is not in the power of such institutions to pro- 
vide for their permanent maintenance. All that cha- 
rities can in general do is. to furnish temporary or 
partial relief, or to put them into a way of assisting 
themselves. Let them take it for a rule that the more 
they do for themselves the more the charity will do 
for them, and the less they do for themselves the less 
the charity will do for them. It may indeed be pos- 
sible for some to deceive the charity once or twice, 
but they will be sure to discover in the end that 
honesty is the best policy, while those that rely on 
charities when they can assist themselves generally 
become outcasts on the earth. 

It is gratifying to observe that even the most for- 
lom.and nrretched class of human beings, if willing 
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• 

to forsake a course of iniquity and to employ their 
energies in some suitable sphere of humble industry, 
need not despair. The way of recovery is by the 
blessing of God easier than they may at first suppose. 
There was perhaps a time when, flattering themselves 
respectmg their own virtue and purity, even the bene- 
volent were ready to say to the unhappy daughters of 
passion. Come not near to us, for we are holier than 
you. But the Lord of Christianity, which is gradually 
triumphing over all the delusions of men, has taught us 
another lesson. He taught the Pharisees of his time 
that they had their pollutions, as well as the publicans 
and the harlots they spumed and abominated. When 
he brought his divine scrutiny to bear upon their 
characters he observed that the two latter classes, con- 
sidering their temptations and disadvantages, were 
often less guilty than their accusers. 

Christians are, we trust, beginning more than ever 
to feel that if their Lord, the eternal Judge of all. 
chose when on earth thus to condescend to the 
heart-broken victims of debauchery, — ^if he stooped to 
raise those who were abandoned and outcast, arid hope- 
less and heartbroken, — if some of his most illustrious 
converts were selected from this class of fallen and 
lapsed unfortunates, — ^if he always treated them with 
the most consummate tenderness, and proclaimed full 
and free forgiveness in every case of repentance, — ^they 
need not be ashamed to imitate his condescension. 
The light of his divine example is gradually triumph- 
ing over the unhallowed conceits of societY . Ci\xri&- 
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tians are beginning to give up that unheavenly pru- 
dery which made the disciple above his Lord, and idol- 
ised self at the.ezpense of humanity, philanthropy, and 
charity. Zeal towards God has happily become more 
according to knowledge, and religious men now see 
what injury they did to themselves and their neigh- 
bours by the n^istaken forms of a morbid and detest- 
able etiquette. They have at length discovered that 
the peculiar adaptation of Christianity consists in its 
presenting means of recovery, not for the righteous, 
but for sinners, in affording place for repentance and 
opportunity of amendment to transgressors of the 
first magnitude and the deepest stain, — ^that thelight of 
the gospel dawned on earth not merely to remove tri- 
iing o£Ebnoes, but to dispel real, enormous, and over- 
whelming clouds of sin, which no ^Ibrts of man could 
ever have dissipated. 

To the degraded and outcast of their race, with a 
more eapedal eankestnees, the messenger of truth pro- 
ekiuM the glad tkhngs of sahration and the pardon of 
m. To the unfortimate victims of profligacy they 
say* '' Go to the fountain that is <^penedfor sin and for 
WAQleaiwAeea. and though your sins be aa scarlet they 
shaU W while a» siMyw.** 

"" Uk^ManrUMl,lil»Mttyimp; 



HINT* FOB YOfTNG LAMES. 

1\iaM ia we thing iat the conduct of young ladies 
YihM^ h»* ^rf^ *urvrtse4 aiid gneved us. ^We k^^ 
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that there are noble exceptions, but young' ladies 
in general act as if they were not at all aware of the 
influence which they exert over the other sex. The 
notoriously profligate, if they belong to a certain 
rank in society, are admitted into the company of the 
reflned and elegant, and receive as warm a welcome 
as the most pious and irreproachable, if not in many 
cases a much warmer. But surely this ought not to 
be. Leaving religion out of the question, delicacy, 
propriety, and every thing which constitutes feminine 
excellence, forbid it. She whose heart is not a 
stranger to the feelings of sensibility and benevolence 
must do violence to her own nature when she smiles 
upon the known gamester, who in his cold and utter 
selflshness would not scruple to impoverish his friend. 
The maiden of softness and refinement, even though 
she should not unhappily revere and love the sacred 
name, must nevertiieless, one would imagine, be 
shocked to hear it pronounced with flippancy and 
mingled with oaths and jests by the profane; and 
youthful purity and loveliness ought certainly to turn 
with abhorrence and disgust from the man who would 
prey upon innocence or debase himself in the haunts 
of pollution. The excellent Mrs. Hannah More has 
set an example in this respect well worthy of universal 
imitation. "In one family," she observes, "in which 
I thought I had secured an agreeable intimacy, I in- 
stantly DESERTED ou observiug the gracious and en- 
gaging reception given by the ladies to more than 
one libertine of the most notorious profligacy. The 
men were handsome, and elegant, and fashionable, 
and had figured in newspapers and courts of justice. 
This degrading popularity rather attracted than re- 
pelled attention ; and, while the guilty associates in 
their crime were shunned with abhorrence \y^ \k^%^ 
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very ladies, the specious undoers were not only re- 
ceived with complaisance, but there was a sort of 
competition who should be most strenuous in their en- 
deavours to attract them. Surely women of fashion 
can hardly make a more corrupt use of influence, a 
talent for which they will be peculiarly accountable. 
Surely, mere personal purity can hardly deserve the 
name of virtue in those who can sanction notoriouslv 
vicious characters^ which their reprobation, if it could 
not reform, would at least degrade ! " 

If young ladies would enter into a mutual compact 
to frown upon vice in all its forms, if like Mrs. More 
they would resolve to hold no companionship with 
those who tacitly encourage it, the aspect of society 
would, we are persuaded, be soon changed^ and the 
world might expect to see better fathers and better 
sons, better brothers and better husbands. 

This is not a dream of the imagination. Every 
day's experience and observation serves to convince 
us that the influence of woman chiefly forms the man- 
ners of the age, at least in countries where she has 
been raised to her proper rank as the companion and 
not the slave of man. Miserable indeed is the land 
where it is otherwise. 

" Go find a land where female grace 
Is honoured by no gallant race, 
And man's dominion deems it vile 
To bend beneath a woman's smile, 
But tramples with a brute delight 
On mental rank and moral right. 
How darkly do her people sink \ 
How meanly act ! How basely think ! 
No loftiness that clime reveals, 
No purity the spirit feels, 
Corruption cankers law and throne, 
The language breathes a dungeon tone. 
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And seldom there hath virtue smiled, 
But withered, weakened, and defiled, 
It moulders on from age to age, 
The scorn of hero, bard, and sage, 
And seems on glorious earth to be 
The plague-spot of her infamy." 

Woman was given to man as his better angel, to 
dissuade him from vice, to stimulate him to virtue, to 
render home delightful and life joyous ; and when, in 
the exercise of those gentle qualities which form her 
brightest ornament, she fulfils her high vocation in 
the various relations of life — as mother, wife, sister, 
daughter, friend — she exerts a power which blesses 
while it captivates. We have known her meekness, 
her tenderness, her patience, and her Christian firm- 
ness, to be triumphant, under God, in subduing vice 
and alwakening virtue when all other means seemed 
powerless. We have seen the drunkard melt into 
tears of contrition and sorrow, overcome by the mild 
and afiPectionate appeals of an uncomplaining and 
heart -stricken wife. We* have seen the passionate 
man subdued to the docility of a child by the soft and 
appeasing answers of an amiable daughter. We have 
seen the unblushing libertine bend with remorse be- 
fore the pure, and dignified, and lovely of the earth, 
who instead of encouraging his vices by the smile of 
approbation and blandishment, turned from him with 
virtuous and maidenly reserve. What may not be 
expected from a virtuous woman ? 

" Her love is oft a light to virtue's path ; 
It dawns, and withering passions die away, 
Low raptures fade, pure feelings blossom forth, 
And that which wisdom's philosophic beam 
Could never from the wintry heart awake 
By love is smiled into celestial birth." 
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Man, although he is lord of this lower world, can- 
not exist in comfort without the softening, sweetening, 
subduing influence of woman. She administers to 
his happiness, soothes his sorrow, assuages his re- 
sentment. By her tender care she alleviates his sick- 
ness, and seems like a ministering angel at the bed 
of death. Is it possible that he should not prize her, 
that he should not seek her society, that after the 
vexatious pursuits of business or the weariness of 
study her winning ways, cheerful smiles, and balmy 
voice, should fail to faU upon his vexed and burning 
spirit like the soft dews of heaven upon the drooping 
plant? 

f Tlie very first of hnman life miut spring from woman's 

breast, 
Your first small words are taught you from her lips. 
Your first tears quenched by Imt, and your last sighs 
Too often breathed out in a woman's hearing, 
When men have shrunk from the ignoble care 
Of watching your last hour." 

Man must love woman. Necessity is laid upon 
him. She must affect his judgment, his principles, as 
well as his fortune ; and if she did but lend all her 
energies to the cause of truth, purity, and goodness, 
she would soon rejoice in the conviction that her in- 
fluence was as salutary as it is extensive. But the 
conventional forms of society must be broken through 
when they are opposed to equity, and vice must be 
discountenanced in her gayest colours as well as when 
dressed in rags. The titled rake must be made to 
feel himself as much an outcast from the society of 
the amiable and the lovely as the poor degraded vic- 
tims of his passion, who are left to the mercy of a 
friendless world. 
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No. 1.— FAITH. 
Faith is the sole means of sadvation (John iii. 1 8, 36 
Acta xvi. 31 ; Rom. iii. 22, 25, 26, 30 ; x. 9 ; 1 Pet 
i. 9), exclusive of any works of ours (Rom. iii. 28 
iv. 5,6; xi. 6; Gal. ii. 16, 21 ; Ephes. ii. 8, 9) 
for eternal life cannot be earned by us (Rom. iii. 20 
ix. 31, 32 ; Gal. iii. 10, 11), but is the free gift of 
God, by Jesus Christ, Rom. iii. 24 ; v. 17, 18 ; vi. 23. 

By faith we are justified (Acts xiii. 39 ; Rom. v. 
1 ; Gal. iii. 24), and have access into the grace of 
God (Rom. v. 2), whose righteousness is upon all 
those that believe, Rom. iii. 22 ; Phil. iii. 9. 

By faith we pass from death unto life (John v. 24) ; 
for he that beheveth is in possession of eternal life 
(John iii. 15, 16 ; vi. 47 ; 1 John v. 13), and shall 
never perish (John x. 28), being bom of God (1 
John V. 1 ; Gal. iii. 26), and kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation, 1 Pet. i. 5. 

Christ dwells in our hearts by faith (Eph. iii, 17; 
Gal. ii, 20) ; we are therefore filled with joy ad 
peace in believing, Rom. xv. 13 ; 1 Peter i. 8, 9. 

Faith purifies the heart (Acts xv. 9 ; 1 John iii. 
3), overcomes the world (1 John v. 4, 5), makes 
Christ precious to us (1 Peter ii. 7), quenches the 
fiery darts of Satan (Eph. vi. 16), and works by love, 
(Gal. V. 6), which is the fulfilling of the law, Rom. 
xiii. 10. 

Those who believe shall not abide in darkness (John 
xii. 46) ; they walk not after the fiesh but after the 
spirit (Rom. viii. 1) ; they are holy people (1 Peter 
ii. 9), zealous of good works (Eph. ii. 10 ; Titus ii. 
14); they feel that God is their fiather (Rom. viii. 
15, 16 ; Gal. iv. 6) ; they are heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ, Rom. viii. 17. 
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" This lasts all the time the drawer is being' ar- 
ranged, and Mary is irritated without being amended. 
The drawer is kept in order for a few days and then 
returns to its original state of confusion. 

** * Boys, do you suppose I am going to have such 
a noise as this when I have company? Be stiU 
directly.' The talking, laughing, and disputing ceases 
for a few moments. The mother resumes her con- 
versation with her guests. Presently one boy touches 
the other with the point oi a pin and bursts into a 
laugh. A squabble ensues. ' Boys, what does this 
mean ? I have spoken to you once already. I see I 
shall have to send you out.' 

'* The boys pay httle attention to this threat : she 
may to be sure send them out, but she may not — and 
the noise continues. 

" Now in these two cases it is evident that the 
mother has gained nothing — no habit of neatness or 
of quietness has been formed. But this is not all. 
She has lost. Her children in time become so much 
accustomed to her reproofs that they produce no 
effect even for the moment, and their ineffectual 
repetition excites only contempt. 

'" What has mother been scolding at you for ?' 
says a boy to his brother. ' O, something about 
bringing mud into the house. She is always finding 
somethmg to fret about. I should not have minded 
only she kept such a talking that I could not read 
that story.' 

" It may be set down as a certain rule that in such 
cases words lose their value just in proportion as they 
are multipUed. I have seen many instances in which 
the mind of a child has been so diluted and weakened 
by the stream of words which followed that all the 
Svod effect was lost. Not only so, but the child is 
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exasperated and unfitted to receive fature instruction 
with docility. As a slight pain of long continuance 
is more difficult to bear with fortitude than severe 
but short sufiering, so these long harangues irritate 
more than punishment. For my own part, I should 
prefer a whipping to a scolding any day. 

" * But/ it may be asked, ' what shall we do then ? 
If we are not to talk to our children, how are we to 
govern them ? ' I rq)ly, Say less and take measures 
to make what you do say effectual. In other ^words, 
endeavour to form correct habits. Let us suppose 
the case of the careless girl already mentioned. It 
should be observed however that such an instance 
could not have occurred in a family regulated on the 
principles here explained, for a habit of neatness * 
would have been formed from childhood. However, 
let us suppose the case to have occurred. The 
mother perhaps takes no notice of the circumstance 
at the time, or merely directs Mary in a pleasant tone 
to put up her things. The reason why it is best to 
say nothing at the time is that what is said is less re- 
garded in the hurry of occupation and the child will 
be very apt to attribute it to the mother's vexa* 
tion at the personal inconvenience occasioned her. 

" In the evening, when Mary and her mother are 
seated quietly together, the latter asks, ' Mary, which 
of your Mends do you hkejbest to visit, Carohne or 
■Lucy?' — 'I like them both, mamma. Lucy is a 
good-natured girl, but I don't much like to go and 
see her !' — ' Why, my dear ?' — • Because every thing 
is in such confusion. Her doll, her books, and her 
playthings are all scattered about the floor ; and, if 
we want to make dresses for the doU, her needle- 
book, and thimble, and scissors must be looked for 
and perhaps not found after all. The v«q \asX\xB!k& 



160 SCOLDING. 

I was there we were going to take, a walk, but it was 
so long before Lucy could find her gloves that it was 
too late.'— ^* You think, then, that Lucy would be 
happier, and make her friends happier, if she were 
more attentive to neatness ? * — * Yes, mamma, I am 
sure of it : but why do you ask ? * — * Would you be 
very much surprised if I should tell you that I think 
another little girl of my acquaintance is in danger of 
acquiring the same habits ?' — * You do not mean me, 
mamma? ' — ' Yes, dear, I do.* — * Why, mamma, I did 
not know that I was at all like Lucy.* — * I do not think 
your offences against good order are so flagrant as 
hers, but I think they will become so, unless you guard 
against them. For instance, do you recollect what 
• you did with your bonnet and gloves this morning i — 
*Yes, mamma* (blushing). — *You know the natural 
progress of such habits is from bad to worse, and 
therefore I think it important you should begin now 
to correct them. Are you willing to try?* — * Yes, 
mamma.* — ' Well, then, I will endeavour to assist 
you ; and, as the first step towards your good habits, 
I advise you to have a particular nail for your bon- 
net, where it shall be hung.' 

" It is not pretended that the mother would have 
no occasion to allude to the subject again : habits are 
not so easily formed. The child would need oc- 
casionally to be reminded of her resolutions and en- 
couraged by the approving smile of her mother, and 
these means would probably be effectual. The same 
principles will apply in the other cases supposed, 
though the appHcation of them must of course be 
varied.** Religious Magazine. 
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WHAT IS THAT, MOTHER? 

What is that, mother ? — 

The lark, my child. 
The mom has but just looked out and smiled. 
When he starts from his humble grassy nest. 
And is up and away with the dew on his breast. 
And a hymn in his heart, to yon pure bright sphere. 
To marble it out in hia Maker's ear. 
Ever, my child, be thy mom's first lays 
Tuned, like the lark's, to thy Maker's praise. 

What is that, mother ?— 

The dove, my son. 
And that low sweet voice, like a widow's moan, * 
Is fiowing out from her gentle breast. 
Constant and pure, by that lonely nest, 
As the wave is poured from some crystal ura, 
For her distant dear one's quick return. 
Ever, ray son, be thou like the dove,^ 
In friendship as faithful, as constant in love. 

What is that, mother ? — 

The eagle, boy. 
Proudly careering his course of joy, 
Firm in his own mountain vigour relying, 
Breasting the dark storm, the red bolt defying ; 
His wing on the wind, and his eye on the sun, 
He swerves not a hair, but bears onward, right on. 
Boy, may the eagle's flight ever be thine. 
Onward and upward, true to the line. 

What is that, mother ? — 

The swan, my love. 
He is floating down from his native grove, 
No loved one now, no nestling nigh ; 
He is floating down by himself to die ; 
Death darkens his eye, and implumes his wings, 
Yet the sweetest song is the last he sings. 
Live 80, my love, that when death shall come. 
Swan-like, and sweet, it may waft thee homft. 
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The Mysteries, of Promdence and the Triumphs of Grace* By 
the Authoress of " The Prospect, or Scenes of Beat Life,'* 
Fourth edition, 18mo. pp. 360. Whyte^.and Co., Edinburgh; 
Hamilton, Adams, and Co., London, 1838. 

Thosb of our readers who have not already perused 
this fascinating little work will do well to procure it 
immediately. We are quite sure they will be delighted 
with it. The serious, thoughtful, well-ins&ucted 
Christian will find it fraught with lessons of wisdom. 
Even the young, the thoughtless, the undecided, will 
read it with deep interest, and yet it can scarcely be 
read without arousing reflection and leaving some 
salutary impression upon the mind. With all the 
charm which attaches to the best works of imagina- 
tion, it combines clear, scriptural, comprehensive 
views of religious truth ; and while the style is radiant 
with beauty, and the narrative comprises incidents of 
pleasing and melancholy interest, the whole is per- 
vaded with a spirit of glowing and elevated piety. 
At the same time it is not disfigured by that technical 
phraseology by which readers of taste are repeUed 
from the perusal of some religious works of real ex- 
cellence. The authoress has evidently been a close 
observer, and she evinces no ordinary degree of ac- 
quaintance with the workings of the human mind 
under the various influences by which it is assailed. 
She has undoubtedly sketched from real life, with 
every qualification to seize and exhibit the shades of 
chai4cter with vigour and discrimination, so as to pre- 
sent a full and accurate portraiture. 

The volume " contains," as we are informed in the 

preface, *• the history of two young ladies, who were 

brought, by a series of singular circumstances, to the 
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saving knowledge of divine truth, together with a 
delineation of their different characters and the dif- 
ferent alternations of their subsequent Christian 
course. The leading features of the portrait were 
actually exhibited in the interesting character and 
chequered history of the subjects of the memoir. The 
authoress has not however confined herself entirely to 
a simple narration, but has occasionally introduced 
traits of Christian character and experience which 
may have come under her observation in other indi- . 
viduals and under other eircumstances." 

The two sisters who are the subjects of the memoir 
were educated amidst all the foUies of fashionable 
life, and, with a high degree of mental refinement, 
they were entirely destitute of religious principle. 
By a singular circumstance they were brought, aher 
the death of their widowed niother, to the investi- 
gation of the sacred volume, which had never be- 
fore been the subject of their serious attention. The 
truth burst upon their minds with overwhelming 
power. Both appeared to experience the same deep 
interest in the concerns of eternity and to embrace 
the gospel with the same warm transport. By the 
providence of God they were at this period led to at- 
tend the ministrations of a devoted servant of Christie 
which tended greatly to strengthen and mature the 
seeds of piety. The character of this excellent man 
is finely sketched : — 

'' He was a man of extensive reading, deep study, and high 
attainments. His mind was enriched from the treasures of 
theological learning contained in the writings of the ablest 
divines both in his own and the learned lang^uages. But the 
word of God was the chief subject of liis unwearied and de- 
lighted study, and all the vast stores of his knowledge and 
learning were made to bear upon tiie lucid illustration of tlve 
holy scriptures. Amidst the difficuiUes «&!9l ^&aii^wa«d^«aiv:GX]k 
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with which he was surrounded, and the opposition which he 
encountered from an ignorant and prejudiced population, this 
devoted minister had still persevered for upwards of thirty 
years in his honourahle but arduous work with unwearied 
assiduity, undaunted courage, and holy delight, reelaiming 
the wicked, instructing the ignorant, proclaiming the glad 
tidings of salvation to guilty sinners, or presenting the rich 
and abundant consolations of the gospel to God's peculiar 
people, till through the divine blessing on his abundant labours 
the moral wilderness around him had been made to rejoice 
and blossom as the rose. And now, when his hoary hairs 
were mingling and multiplying, and when the snows of sixty 
years were scattering their honours around his venerable head, 
and when time had formed its accustomed furrows in his 
cheek, and when his once erect and noble form partook slightly 
of nature's first decays, he had only gained the wisdom of age, 
the matured experience and the exalted piety of the well- 
tried saint, without having lost any portion of the ardent zeal 
and the holy activity of his earlier years. His elevated de- 
votion, his love to God, his compassion to man, his diligence 
in duty, his exertion to promote the glory of God and the 
salvation of man, his meekness, patience, gentleness, and love, 
his tender charities, his unwearied exertions, his diffusive 
goodness — all the moral and spiritual excellences of his cha- 
racter — still beamed with undiminished brightness, shedding 
(m all around him their benign and blessed influence. 

'' The energy, talent, and eloquence which had formerly 
distingidshed his name, and gained him eyen the tribute of 
the world's applause, still existed in the zenith of their 
strength. His illustrations of scripture were luminous ; his 
addresses to the conscience were powerful ; his bursts of holy 
appeal to the heart seemed almost irresistible. His sacred 
eloquence would sometimes rush like the sweeping torrent, or 
move gently along like the soft murmurings of the tranquil 
stream. Sometimes it would awe like the trumpet of the 
battle, or soothe like the melting tones of seraphic song. 
Sometimes it would alarm like the earthquake and the whirl- 
wind, shaking the earth and rending the rocks, or console like 
the still small voice mingling its merciful breathings amid the 
thunders of heaven." 

Having received a letter from a wealthy uncle in 
India, inviting them to join bim and share his fortune. 
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they were making preparations to comply with hi» 
wishes when the change we have mentioned took 
place in their views and feelings. Harriet, after ma- 
ture deliberation, felt it her duty to remain where the 
privileges of the gospel could be enjoyed; but 
£leanor, whose deep impressions of the importance 
of religion had gradually subsided, and whose imagi- 
nation was dazzled by the prospect of worldly plea- 
sure, determined to proceed. She accordingly em- 
barked, and for some time the winds were propitious, 
the ocean tranquil, and the weather delightful. At 
length however the indications of a sudden and vio- 
lent change begun to be apparent, the billows of the 
ocean rapidly increased in magnitude and strength, 
and the storm burst forth in all its fiiry. The temfic 
scene is sketched with great power. But we must 
content ourselves with an extract from the closing 
part of it, which brings before us the mental conflict 
of EHeanor, when expecting to be speedily hurried 
before the bar of Grod. 

'' Behold her seated, or rather stretched, on a low bench in 
that melancholy cabin, with her arm clinging in despairing 
agony around one of its slender pillars, her hair in dishevelled 
tresses falling about her pale but lovely countenance. Not a 
murmur, not a complaint, escaped from her lips; but she 
often heaved deep hollow groans of anguish, seeming to in- 
dicate a tempest in her bosom equalled only by the tempest 
that raged without. Her eye was fixed, but it was turned 
upwards in the lowliest expression of helpless supplication. 
Tlius we behold the gay, the beautiful, the fortunate Eleanor ! 
But of what avail was her beauty or her fortune now ? How 
poor is all the wealth of India in a dying moment ! Alas ! 
poor Eleanor! her thoughts were sad and awful; her fears 
were overwhelming ; her feelings were excited to intolerable 
anguish. She was now awakened to her true situation. Her 
slumbers were past, and her delusive dreamfl had N«x^i^i!k»^. 
Death in one of his most appalling forma teemfed. iv^\d\^ v^ 
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proachmfTy and the dread idea of eternity in all its vast solem- 
nity woiUd ever and anon plunge her into a fresh paroxysm 
of horror and despair. But still the love of life would beat 
strongly in her breast. Oh how her young heart still clung 
to life ! Oh to breathe once more the gentle air of heaven, to 
gaze once more on the bright and boundless slcy, to tread 
once more on the green and beautiful earth ! then would she 
not devote her mercifully spared life to the love and service of 
the living God ? She now remembered how she had sinned, 
how she had fallen. Her conscience smote her ; her cc^urage 
filled her ; her soul sunk within her. The torturing emotions 
of her mind, the bitter anguish of her heart, the despairing 
accents of her voice, and the changeful workings of her coun- 
tenance, all confessed her feelings and convictions that it was 
a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God : still 
sometimes a beam of celestial light, a ray of radiant hope, 
l^right as the sparkling stars thiit gild the glorious canopy of 
heaven, would shoot athwart the midnight darkness of her 
soul, and she would then remember the character of the com- 
passionate Saviour — his unparalleled love, his boundless mercy, 
his adorable sovereignty, the riches of his grace and the glory 
of his power. His hand was not shortened that it could not 
save. His «ar was not heavy that it could not hear. True, 
indeed, she had sinned, deeply sinned. But the refuge was 
open still, and might she not still be as welcome to that 
refuge as ever? Oh! there was something ineffably sweet 
and soothing in that blessed thought. She would therefore 
come and cry with thie ' publican, ' God be merciful to me a 
sinner.'" 

It is incompatible with our limits to foUow the de- 
tails of the narrative any further, and a mere out- 
line of the whole would convey no adequate impres- 
sion of the excellence of the work, or of the interesting, 
and instinctive illustration which it affords of the 
mysteries of Providence and the triumphs of Grace. 
We know of no work of the kind which would 
form a more acceptable or useful present to the young, 
and, old as we are, we have read every page of it 

without experiencing any thing akin to weariness. 

We can therefore recommend it witYi ^ft«i pleasure. 
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RECENT CASES. 

The following cases, while they exhibit the value of the oper- 
ations of the London Female Mission on behalf of the fallen, 
demonstrate also the necessity of more strenuous efforts than 
have yet been made to throw the shield of protection around 
those who are in danger of being ensnared, or almost driven 
to crime, in consequence of the inadequacy of the means of 
support open to them. In the absence of sound religious 
principles, what can be expected but that such as are placed 
in circumstances similar to those mentioned below shoidd be* 
come the bane of society ? — 

S. M., a young woman whose connexions are respectable, 
but who was herself unhappily seduced by a wine-merchant, 
with whom she lived six months. A chUd was the conse- 
quence ; happily for her it was taken by her friends, who, 
however, refused ever to have any thing to say to her. Prior 
to the above circumstance she had been a respectable servant ; 
Init as she could not obtain another place in that capacity, 
owing to her loss of character, she resorted to needle-work for 
a subsistence and resolutely avoided the streets. The employ- 
ment of the needle being however very precarious, as well as 
very ill paid for, she was frequently reduced to great straits. 
On one of these trying occasions she yielded to tibe suggestions 
of the evil one to procure temporary relief by pledging some 
article belonging to her landlady, persuading herself tibat she 
should be able to restore it when work came in, which there is 
little doubt she intended to do. An overruling Providence how- 
ever ordered it otherwise : the article was missed, and, notwith* 
standing her prompt confession of the truth, her landlady had 
her taken up and conamitted to the House of Correction. 
Here her conduct was such as to attract the attention of the 
chaplain and matron: The latter wrote to an agent of the 
London Female Mission, giving an account of the case, and 
entreating her interference to rescue the girl fh>m further evil. 
The agent accordingly received her, placed her to board and 
lodge in the house of a poor but pious widow, and at the ex- 
piration of three weeks obtained for her a situation in a pious 
family, where she is now conducting herself most satisfactorily. 
The following extracts from a letter recently received from her 
will it is hoped tend to encourage the friends of the mission 
in their labour of love. She writes, 

<< I should feel quite inadequate to the tal^V '^QraL^\a:<)^«&* 
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signed me, of writing, but for the fond remembrance which the 
unmerited kindness you have shown, and the many favours 
bestowed on me, has excited in my breast towards you, when I 
stood alone in the world, friendless and unprotected. Yes, my 
honoured benefactress, my heart is filled with unspeakable 
love and gratitude. 

" I amved safely, and felt the kind reception I met with a 
v6ry great comfort to my mind ; they are very dear people to 
whom you sent me, so that I am constrained to say, ' Surely 
goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my life.' 
My cup runneth over with blessings. Oh ! that my heart 
may feel a deep sense of the great benefits I am daily receiv- 
ing at the hand of my God. Oh ! that I may be enabled to 
choose and continue in that good path which shall never be 
taken away from me*^that I may be enabled so to love and 
serve him here that at the last I may be one of those to whom 
the Saviour will say, ' Come, thou blessed of my father,* " &c. 
M. F., an orphan 19 years of age, of most prepossessing ap- 
pearance. About two years since she left her place as servant 
in the Mile End Road in consequence of a severe illness, from 
liver complaint, which obliged her to go into the hospital. Af- 
ter her recovery, being much reduced in strength, the doctor 
advised her to seek her livelihood by needle-work rather than 
by servitude, for which she was then unequal. She accord- 
ingly took a lodging and supported herself by her needle ; but 
in her walks^to and fro she unliappily became acquainted with 
an individual in respectable circumstances who professed to 
address her honourably, and who from time to time gave her 
money to make up for any loss of time spent in walking with 
him. At length he invited her to accompany him to Green- 
wich, where he succeeded in eff(gcting her ruin. She returned 
to her lodging and continued to follow needle-work ; but this 
was often inadequate to her support, and, being abandoned 
by her betrayer, she was comparatively reckless of herself and 
was driven to seek assistance from the wages of iniquity. This 
however she must have done very privately, as the respectable 
people where she lodged appear not to have known any 
thing whatever of her evil doings, which were also concealed 
from a younger sister, to whom she offered an asylum when 
out of place. She is still attractive and interesting, but ap- 
pears anxiously desirous of being freed from such a bondage 
of iniquity. She is now under the care of the society, and has 
hitherto conducted herself in all respects most satisfactorily. 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



AMUSEMENTS CONSIDERED AS MEANS OF HAP- 
PINESS AND TESTS OF CHARACTER. 

Recreation 9nd diversion, considered in themselves, 
are not only lawful ; they are necessary. When there 
is no reason against any social or indeed any other 
pleasure, there is always a reason for it, namely, that 
it is a pleasure. To suppose that the Deity would 
ahridge us of any pleasure, merely as such, when it 
does not interfere with a higher and nobler object, is 
a notion derogatory to his goodness, who in forming 
this world seems in some things to have consulted 
our pleasure only, without any other apparent end in 
view. 

Every person, even the meanest in society, ought 
to enjoy the privilege of some leisure time for recrea- 
tion, and the employment of this is usually a sure 
and certain test of character. *' If," says the ex- 
cellent Mr. Love, " as a Christian I feel tender con- 
cern for the happiness of a friend, I shall observe him 
in his leisure hours : it will give me pain to find him 
then a loitering trifler ; nor will it much relieve me to 
discover that in such seasons he is constantly en- 
gaged in the pursuits of curious speculation, or in the 
gratification and improvement of an elegant taste. 
In such a case I must remind him that tYiece ^t^tslQ!!^ 
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serious concerns ; I must counsel him to seek for 
pleasures more solid and sublime. But what if my 
friend is seized: with the madness of the times, and 
hurried into the whirlpool of fashionable amuse- 
ments I Ah ! now the chiaos of his darkened mind 
is agitated ; now there is no access for sober reflec- 
tion ; I must stand afar off, with the feelings of one 
who beholds from the shore, incapable of affording re- 
lief, a distant shipwreck, — only I remember that the 
things which are impossible with men are possible with 
Grod. Can it be denied that the lawless dissipated state 
of mind which pervades assemblies for vain amusements 
is attended with total presumptuous aversion to the 
influences of the Holy Spirit of God?" This is 
strong censure, but we fear it is justified by those 
amusements which originate among the dissipated, 
the Mvolous, and the vicious. Some of them are in- 
jurious as they infringe upon sacred time ; others are 
directly levelled at the very principles and spirit of 
Christianity ; and others are simply ridiculous or use' 
less, and are to be condemned as they are a sinful 
waste of hours which ought to be devoted to far higher 
purposes. 

The first of these, namely, those which supersede 
attendance on the public and private duties of reli* 
gion, which profane the Sabbath, and call off the 
mind from the solemn realities of eternity, are among 
the most dangerous snares to innocence. Sunday 
j^rom^nades and Sunday concerts are things that 
Qug'bt to be strange to all except the mere baptized 
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infidels that are the opprobrium of the holy name 
they bear. It surely cannot be that persons Who 
profess to reverence the commands of God, who 
solemnly believe that they ought to remember the 
Sabbath-day and to keep it holy, can thus openly defy 
all moral consistency and trample on the very palla- 
dium of that religion which they would not be thought 
to have renounced. 

Among those amusements which are directly, and 
in their own nature, opposed to the principles and 
spirit of Christianity, we may place gaming, imder 
all its various forms and degrees, — ^the theatre, — 
public balls, — ^fashionable routs, — cruel sports, — and 
promiscuous or indiscriminate reading. Surely no 
Christian can have the efirontery to stand forward as 
the apologist of gaming. It requires no high degree 
of' common virtue, not to say evangelical purity, to 
induce every person of reflection to renounce it as 
greatly immoral, as well as irreligious. Every thing 
that approaches to such a detestable vice, or that 
familiarizes the principle to the rising generation, 
ought to be avoided as one would avoid a pestilence. 
The circle of a gaming table, whether in the regions 
of dark seclusion, among the banditti who per- 
form in silent fear their nocturnal orgies to the god 
of play, or in more lightsome and gay receptacles of 
the idle and the foolish of both sexes, ought to be 
shunned as a traveller would fly from the poison tree 
of Java. The libraries, as they are called, of feshion- 
able watering places are reprehenaiYAe sa iQdl^ ^xl- 
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courage the spirit of gambling, and expose innocence 
to contamination from the fool atmosphere irith 
which sin impregnates these scenes of apparent gaiety 
and pleasure. Parents who introduce their child- 
ren to such scenes ought in courtesy, and for consist- 
ency's sake, to put off their Christianity, to make a 
specific avowal that they have neither part nor lot in 
the Christian inheritance, and that they wish thek* 
families to be for ever alienated from the church. 
We shall perhaps be ^asked whether we include cards 
in this general proscription, or whether they may 
not be used without any immediate approach to the 
vice which we reprobate. To this we would reply 
that though harmless in themselves, and as jthey are 
sometimes used, yet, as they are seldom employed ex- 
cept in the service of gaming, their character is at 
least equivocal, and therefore a Cl^stian had better 
never admit them into the number of his recreations. 
Things innocent in their own nature are often made 
dangerous by their corrupt associations ; and it has 
been judiciously observed that " the atmosphere of a 
card-table is one in which religious principles will 
droop, and wither, and die. We cannot remove any 
thing from its own pecuhar element without subject^ 
ing it to another and a deleterious element. On this 
account there are more persons ruined by those 
pleasures which are pronounced innocent than by 
those styled guilty." 

Tb& theatre is the very school of the world, where 
It itcalesLtea its principles, «&d enforces its mar- 
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ims, aided by every thing that can captivate the 
imagination and interest the depraved heart. This 
is perhaps the most snbtle and decided enemy 
of religion, and the ravages it^ commits among' 
the youth of a great and populous city are most 
appalling. Contrast (for it is impossible to com- 
pare) the spirit of the stage with the spirit of the 
gospel. The one is all levity, giddiness, and folly ; 
the other sober, calm, and wise. The exciting in- 
fluence of the gospel is fitted to raise those thoughts, 
sentiments, and affections, which promote the true dig- 
nity of man and secure his best and eternal interests. 
Thus it leads to devout and holy reflections on the 
character of God ; it leads us to choose virtue, — to 
reject vice ; it inspires in one sex the love of peace, 
in the other the love of modesty ; it subdues and pro- 
mises finally to eradicate all the evil that is in human 
passions, — to render feeling subservient to reason 
and reason obedient to revelation. The stage, on the 
contrary, violates the dignity of the Most High by 
taking his name in vain, by scofi^ng at his laws, and 
by impugning his authority; it dethrones the true 
God and sets up an idol in his place ; it makes virtue 
. and vice convertible terms ; it cherishes all the 
irascible and malignant passions ; it is the very hot- 
bed of sensuahty ; it fixes on one or two amiable 
quahties, which cannot be considered as virtues, to 
atone for a thousand follies and a thousand crimes ; 
it applauds those qualities only which a man may 
possess while he is utterly deatitvite oi t^o^tfs^ "^ 
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well as others which he ought not, which he cannot, 
possess, if he he a real Christian. In fine, to adopt 
the language of a writer already quoted, " The stage 
is the puppet-show of Ufe, the school of vice, the 
vortex of debauchery, the strong-hold of the god of 
this world, the vestibule of destruction. In other 
worldly amusements something is preserved in defer- 
ence to the claims of innocence and modesty ; but in 
this there is the least possible proportion of good, 
with the greatest possible amount of evil. > Snares 
are laid for the eye, the ear, the imagination, and the 
heart ; the company, the spectators, the music, the 
sentiments, have all a simultaneous tendency : they 
seek to throw down the mounds of virtue and to 
lay waste the excellencies of human character." 



AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE. 

The deceitfulness of sin, its hardening influence, and 
its tendency to plunge its victims in wretchedness, are 
among those things to which every mind assents, but 
which nevertheless too generally fail to produce any 
suitable impressions. The partiality of self-love na- 
turally leads us to think of ourselves as having no 
cause for alarm from the snares by which others have 
been ruined ; we pass on fearless of danger till we 
And ourselves entangled in the inextricable meshes of 
the net spread for our feet. Conscious of regarding 
with a feeling of deep abhorrence and detestation the 
course of iniquity in which some others have walked, 
we fail to appreciate the warning which their sad his- 
tory conveys, and, becoming gradually familiarised 
with wickedneBs, we cease to legatd it with horrot* 



AN AUTHJENTI€ NARRATIVS* 175 

and sink into those excesses and enormities which we 
once abhorred. How many a promising youth of 
either sex, if apprised of tlie extent to which in after 
life they would debase themselves by their profligacy 
and folly, would exclaim with a feeling of virtuous 
indignation, " What ! is thy servant a dog, that he 
should do this great thing ?" But — 

'^ — > who shall say, when first temptations win 
A yielding mind to some enchanted sin. 
What future crime, that once appeared too hlack 
For life to wander o*er its hell-ward track. 
May lead the heart to some tremendous doom, 
Whose midnight hovers round an early tomb ? ** 

A fedthful account of the wanderings of transgres- 
sors, with an exposure of the blandishments by which 
they are allured to misery, if not to final ruin, is cal-^ 
culated to place in the strongest point of view the 
danger to be apprehended from self-confidence and 
the necessity of living in the spirit of the psalmist's 
prayer, " Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe." 
For this reason we hope the following narrative of 
one who is now under the care of th^ London Female 
Mission, while it tends to encourage Christian exer- 
tion on behalf of the most abandoned, will at the same 
time convey important and valuable instruction to the 
thoughtful reader. 

The subject of the narrative is the daughter of a 
Christian Minister, respect for whose feelings forbids 
our being more specific. We may however state that 
some of the principal facts have been corroborated by 
the testimony of a lady and gentleman who knew her 
in the bloom of youth, when she was a most beautiful 
woman, in face and figure, and who were shocked at 
t)ie alteration which had taken place, no trace of 
bjB^ty being left, 
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At an early age she was married to a gentleman in 
the army, but after 18 months deserted him. He 
subsequently allowed her a handsome maintenance oa 
condition that she would continue under the parental 
roof. "In August 1832 however," she writes, **I 
quitted my dear father and native land. During the 
latter part of the voyage I hved with the captain as 
his wife. On arriving in England, having letters of 
recommendation to several pious persons, among the 

rest I went to the Rev. Mr. , who recommended 

me to board and lodge at a school in his neighbour- 
hood, the owners of which were kind and pious peo- 
ple. Captain and Mrs. ^— took me one night to 
Drury Lane Theatre, to see a play called King Richard 
the Third, which so delighted my wicked heart that 

^ujsed to pretend to those kind Christians under whose 
care I was placed that I was going to spend a few 
days at Deptford or Rotherhithe with some of the cap- 
tains* wives with whom I became acquainted after my 
arrival in England, instead of which I went to an inn, 
and remained alone for several days, that I might have 
an opportunity of going to the play every evening. 

There I unfortunately became acquainted with Mr. 

who paid me every flattering attention, which led me 
to think I was under too much restraint at Camden 
Town. I therefore deserted those good friends, and 
took up my abode in Thomhaugh Street, Fitzroy 
Square. There (with shame I confess it) I lived in sin, 
going to all places of public amusement, until I 
brought on a severe illness, and also lost the use of 
my limbs, after which I applied to some kind friends, 
who recommended me to the Penitentiary, PentonviUe, 
in which place I remained only three months. Alas ! 
Satan was very busy. Because I had not sinned enough 

I must launch into it once again and fly in the face 
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of that Qierpiful God who had opened a way for my 
resctie. I oAce more frequented the theatres, and 
every sinful place of amusement I could thmk of. 
Thus did I go on for a few years, after which I went 

to Paris with Colonel , of whom I had some 

knowledge when in — — . I did not remain in France 
with him more than seven months. I then returned 
to London, entering into a sinful course of life (if 
possihle) more strongly than ever, and to add to my 
former guilt I took to drinking very hard. But in aU 
my sinful hahits I often felt remorse and shame, and 
sometimes would try to ohtain an honest livelihood 
by needlework. This I did for nearly two years, but, 
when work became scarce, instead of putting my trust 
in God and looking to him in prayer, I again followed 

a wicked course. I was once so reduced that Mr. 

advanced me a few shillings to buy fruit and sell it 
again in the streets ; in that, however, I dicl not suc- 
ceed. 

•* For the last few years I have been a most wicked 
wretched sinner. I have given myself up to every thing 
that is bad. Previously to my admission into this 
asylum I lived with a man who had been a soldier, 
and who has a small pension. He keeps a house of 
ilUfame, Some of the furniture is mine, but I shall 
never see any of it again. What I procured by sin, 
LBT IT GO. I lived with this man 19 months, ex- 
periencing the most brutal treatment. It was through 
his beating me so dreadfully that m &ce became 
disfigured in such a manner. But God is good. He 
who orders all things in wisdom allowed Satan to 
enter that man's breast, in order that he should use 
me in so cruel a manner that I should leave him ; it 
was then that I began to reflect upon my past and 
present condition. I saw the dreadful state I was ux 

i2 
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and prayed to God that he wouM poitft out isbm^i^]^ 
whereby I might extricate myself froiii what bad for 
a long period been hateful to me. Grod did send me 
a friend in Mr. ^^ — , a pious gentleman, whorefert-ed 
me to this excellent institution, into which t have 
been admitted, and, while I bless and thank God for 
bringing me here, I hope to prove myself gratefdl ; 
but I am not satisfied with myself. I feel that my ui^- 
believing heart is very hard, and at times the devil 
tempts me to think my sins are too great to be par- 
doned. But our Saviour died for sinners such as I 
have been, the worst, I must look to God in prayer, 
for Jesus can pardon even me. On looking back I trem- 
ble to think upon What t have been, how I have gone 
from one sktto (mother th rapid succession. If I tiad 
been cut down in the midst and sent into everlasting 
punishmeAt — how awful the thought ! 

" Again I bless Grod and those kind Christians ^o 
have admitted me here, within this house of m^rcy. 
And may he ehang^ this heart of mine, and make me 
a true follower of Christ. 

" I have now as in the sight of God, stated what 
has happened to me sinde quitting my dear father 
as far as I can remembef, not without fai^, shamIs, 
and confusion/* 

A short time smce the venerable parent of this un- 
happy wanderer forwarded to her a remittance of ten 
.pounds. She begged that half of this smh might be 
accepted for the use of tile Missidn, and, on being 
informed that Iier wish, would be complied wid]^ she 
expressed much satisfacticm, and wrote to a friend in 
the following terms:— i 

" HONOUkBD 8tR, 

" I feel highly gratified and hpnoured. by xny trifie 
dejuff accepted for the use of this insdtutibn* where-: I 
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hftve been and am reeemng aa many merciea. I hope 
I ahaO-always feel grateful to my kind benefJEu^ors and 
ben^iBictii^asea, and above all to that God who has been 
BO -merciful to such an unworthy sinner. 

" If not too much trouble^ will you^ Sir, be so kind 
aa to condescend to take charge oi the remaining 5L 
for me; With heartfelt thanks, and every wish for 
the prosperity and welfare of yourself and family, 

" I am, Sir, with respect, 

" Your humble Servant," 



LINES ON A FALLEN FEMALE. 

For " The F^maM Advocate,*' . 

Slight was her fonu and graceful. A» sh^ passed . 
Mine eye fell on her^ and with quiek suiprise 
Jlecoiled; for the few gajrments that she wore 
Blew torn on the eokl whid, and scarcely clothed 
The beauties they so sullied : o'er her neck 
(SickUed with primrose tint) her Jetty locks 
Fell rich but ruddy y whilst her mowraful eyes 
Beamed through a watery lustre. She was formed 
In nature's kindliness; and though the rose 
. No longer mantied in her cheek, nor bhuhed 
With deepened brilliance on her hp, yet still 
Unnumbered graces decked her, and looked Ibrth 
At every feature. Through her rags there shone 
The wreck of better days. '' Alas. ! ** said I 
(While my tears fell, and my looks fallowed her), 
^ Poor loveUness { these duurms, which now attract 
. Passing attentions, once perchance have graced 
The social hearth, and o'er dome^c jpys 
<!;ast a pure' splendour.— Haply o'er thy flice 
Some aged' slro hath hung, and wesddy deemed' 
- That heaven had giv^ tiMC beauty tube great ^ 
And some fond timid lover thrilling shriuUc . 
From thine eye's virtuous radiance, thinking st^ , 
Himself too poor to be thy virtue's meed, 
niat beauty thns hath sunk thee, thtls hatH'^brfv'h ' 
Reaofs^ heaUh,4tfidinnoeeQe« away, da^li^- 
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The temple of thy God, thy hapless soul, 

To be a -brothel-house for want and vice. 

E*en whilst my tears drop o'er the expressive pain 

Which thy soft eyes are shooting, my chilled heart 

Shrinks fh)m the wanton step, the asking mien. 

O ! would to God that thou wert once again 

Such as thou wast while yet a stainless child. 

Though it should be thy fate to beg thy bread 

And steep thy hard-earned crust in bitter tears. 

Though a poor wretched outcast thou shouldst still 

Hunger all day, and then at night repose 

Cold on some lonely common, though no tongue 

Should ever on thine ear, or aching heart, 

Pour the warm tide of pity, still, O ! still. 

It would be better far to wander thus 

Than to remain the slave of selfish vice. 

The Tictim of passion. Ah ! thy reign 

Hath been bol brief ; thy wondrous beauty's power 

Hath hU/dd, pflrchance because thy heart retained 

Strong memory of its virtue, and too oft 

Oast clouds o*er thy spent spirits, and denied 

The power to deck with mirth each riot scene. 

. Unhappy girl ! a stranger's eye shall shed 
Those tears for thee which ought in drops of blood 
To fall from thy sedtucer. Shame, O world ! 
'niat man, thus privileged to ruin souls, 
Should rove about undiauntMly whilst the wretch 

. Whom he hath made must either die unseen 
Or plunge in deeper g^t and &11 for ever ! " 



ECONOMY. 
The help-meet of a certain professor in a college once 
said — " My husband is engaged about things too im- 
portant to allow him time to study economy." Now, 
if we mistake not, this short and significant speech 
would suit the feelings of many young men and 
women of this generation. If so, there is no diffi- 
culty in accounting for the poverty of many good sort 
of men in different professions and lines of business, 
and the consequenX curtailing of their means of use- 
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fulness. The very professor whose lady made that 
notable speech had a benevolent soul, and would fain 
have given much to aid the poor and oppressed ; but, 
alas! as might well be imagined, he could almost 
adopt the language of some ancient worthies, "Silver 
and gold have we none." Yet bis means of acquisi- 
tion were sufficiently ample. 

Much, very much, depends upon the mfe ; for, as 
Dr. Hunter very forcibly remarks, " No man ever 
prospered in the world without the consent and co- 
operation of his wife. Let him be ever so frugal, 
regular, industrious, intelligent, successful — all goes 
for nothing if she is profuse, disorderly, indolent, or 
unfaithful to her trust. His farm prospers ; his bam 
is filled with plenty ; * the floors are full of wheat ; 
the fats overflow with wine and oil ;' his cattle in- 
crease ; he is waxing rich. His neighbour's com* 
merce thrives ; his plans were well laid ; Providence 
smiles ; the wings of every wind are wafting to his 
door gold, and silver, and precious things. The talents 
of a third are procuring for him reputation, and dis- 
tinction, and honour, and wealth. How came they 
all to fail ? Who opened the door and let poverty 
rush in as an armed man ? The thmg speaks £or 
itself. The design of heaven is defeated : the parties 
were unequally yoked ; the help found for these men 
was not a '' help meet" for them ; skill was counter- 
acted by carel^ness ; the fruits of diligence were 
scattered about by the hand of dissipation ; the 
labours of a year perished in the sitting of an even- 
ing ; ' by much edothfiilness the building decayed, 
and through idleness of the hands the house dropped 
•through.' " 

.Nor should it be forgotten that much also depends 
upon the mother, as the habits of children.' ax^ CorcoL^^ 
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under her inflaenoe for good cor for evil. There is 
much good sense in the directi^is <^ " The Fmgal 
Housewife" on this head : " Teach your children tb 
save every thing/*— not for their awn use, for that 
would make them selfish-— hut for some use. Teach 
them to akare ev€ry thing with their playmates ; but 
never allow them to destroy any thmg. I once visited 
a family where the most exact economy was observed ; 
yet nothing was mean or unoomfbrtable. It is the 
character of tme economy to be as comfortable with 
a little as others can be with much. In this family* 
when the father brought home a package, the older 
children would, of their own aeccnrd, put away the 
paper and twine neatly, instead of throwing them in 
the fire, or tearing them to pieces. If the Bttle ones 
wanted a piece of twine to play scratch-cradle, or 
spin a top, there it was in readiness ; and, when they 
threw it upon the floor, the older children had no 
need to be tcAd to put it again in its place." 

Instances are not wanting of professed Christians 
who receive regular incomes of from £150 to £500 
per year ; and yet, so hi from having any consider- 
able amount *' to give to him that needeth," they can 
hardly continue tosiatisfy their " scores of gaping cre- 
ditors." and this not always because the " gude wife 
can throw out wi' a spoon foster than the g^de man can 
throw in wi' a shovel/' but because they are ''er- 
gaged about things too important to permit them to 
study economy,*' and have ne^er been accustomed to 
practise frugaHty in early Hfe. Nay^ we well recollect 
one instance (among many thai; doubtless might be 
named) of a man high in Christian profession and in 
the confidence of his fellow-citizens, who failed in so 
large a run of business as to occasion a loss of several 
hundred pounds each to some of his kind and uasqs- 
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pecdng brethren in the Lord ; and yet there is reason 
to believe he designed no such thing. He was gene- 
rous in giving, and he meant to be also just in pay- 
ing. But what can such persons do for the cause 
they love ? " Be just before you are generous/' says 
tiie old common-sense adage. — " Be honest at any 
rate/' says a sneering world, " before you make such 
high professions of being better than other folks." 
How sensitive on this point should every Christian be ! 
How was the venerable and pious Thomas Scott agi- 
tated, and grieved, and terrified in his old age, lest 
through a feulure in the sale of his commentary, of 
which he had even been ignorant, he should die insol- 
vent, and thus inadvertently occasion injury to the 
religion he professed ! Verily, there needs a reform, 
a coming up to the proper standard of Christian 
feeling, to die spirit of him who honestly says in 
word and work — " I love thy kingdom. Lord," or of 
him rather who exclaimed, " It is better for me to die 
than that any man should make my glorying void." 



CORONATION ODE. 
** GOD SAVE THE QXTEElT ! **— ** LONG LIVE THE QTTEEN ! " 

Amen ! most gracions Qaeen ! long may'st thoa live, 

And peace and happiness to BngUfid give ?' 

May heaven's choicest hleesings rest on thee ? 

Endue thy crown with immortality t 

That, when thy days of earthly rdgn are o'est, 

ft still may shine more brilliant than before ! 

God save the Queek ! Oh ! may fliis sacred prayer 

Be heard in heaven, and be answered there ; 

And, as we crown the hope of Albk>n's Isle^ 

May angels listen, and, approving, smile ! 

Loved sovereign, while thy nobles round thee stand, 

Or hnmbly kneel to kiss thy virgf&i hand, 
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mule to thy loyal penon gladly throng 
The young, the beaatifuli tne rich, the strong, 
Remember who app^ts thy favoured lot, 
If or let thy God, thy Saviour, be forgot. 
Tlifaik not, as Qneen, thou art from sorrow free, 
If or yield thy mind to vain frivolity. 
Thine is an anxious post — and thou shouldst feel 
Its duties must require both prayer and zeal. 
A great, a generous nation looks to thee. 
Oh ! may thy conduct bear the scrutiny ; 
And may each separate action brought to view 
8how them their Queen as upright, just, and true. 
Let not a minion rule. Gk>d gives thee power. 
For which thou must account in that dread hour 
When, all the secretn of thy heart revealed. 
No private counsel can reniain concealed. 
Tremendous truth ! that God's most holy eye, 
Wliich cannot look upon iniquity. 
Scans every secret thought ! Let not this day 
From thy remembrance ever pass away. 
Between thy people and thyself the oath 
Bear constantly in mind : Gk>d sees you both. 
Make his most holy word thy daily search. 
Be as a nursing mother to his church. 
Thus shall thy walk be peace—thy throne secure, 
And God will bless and save thee evermore. 

• H. C. 

SUFEBiOia EEGARD PAID TO THE LAWS OF MAN 
THAN TO THOSE OF GOD. 

[THS-diBaiilty of exciting adequate attention to evils sanc- 
tioned by tlie long-established usages of society, and the ne- 
cessity of having attention excited in order to effect the de- 
sired reformation, will we trust be deemed a sufficient apology 
for inserting the following conmiunication, though many of 
the sentiments which it contains were placed before our reaad-* 
ers last month in an article entitied " Hints for young ladies.^ 

Mr. Editor, 

My attention has been much drawn lately to the 
^ appalling fact how much more the laws of man are 
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regarded than the laws df God ! — ^This truth bears 
more particularly on two vices of Common practice, 
but which are in their nature and efiect the parents 
of every other — I mean drunkenness and impurity. 
The evils produced by the latter are so connect^ with 
one of the institutions your pages advocate that I 
trust a few remarks will not be deemed altogether 
unsuitable. We are cautioned " not to be wise above 
that which is written," and the caution may be applied 
to that false delicacy which can contentedly look at 
sin, but not speak of it. The scripture declares that 
no drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of God, and 
the same authority pronounces that no unclean or im- 
pure person hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God — adding, as if anticipating the de- 
sire that would arise to evade the force of ^is com- 
mand, '* Let no man deceive you with vain words, for 
because of these things cometh the wrath of God on 
the children of disobedience.*' But the world has its 
own laws on these subjects, and how are these at- 
tended to ? The word of God makes no distinction 
between men and women, but the world does : it 
pronounces drinking in a man an offence of very 
trivial dye, in woman a crime of great magnitude. 
I'he scripture denounces the breach of chastity alike 
in men as in women, but the world receives into 
its society the man of loose morals, nay, even the 
adulterer, wliile it consigns to misery and infamy the 
erring female. 

What is the effect produced on the minds of each 
by this erroneous standard of the world's judgment ? 
The young man feels that he may commit these sins 
with impunity, because he may still hold his station 
in the world's esteem ; the young woman feels that 
by the commission of either she woiiLd ^Vi^xi ^vb- 
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covered lose her grade in society^ and would be 
covered with shame and disgrace. An excellent 
divine, treating of this subject, enquires, " Whence 
could .arise this great difference of feeling? Is it 
because young women of the world hate sin more 
than young men ? Not at all. The case is quite 
clear : it is because the young woman would feel that 
she had sinned against the world — the young man would 
feel that he had sinned only against God!" Awful 
conclusion ! and how forcibly does it demonstrate the 
practical atheism that exists among nominal profes- 
sors of Christianity ! Among the higher classes of 
society drunkenness is happily to a great extent ex*. 
pelled. The advancement of education and the ge- 
neral refinement of manners render the brutish in- 
ebriation of by-gone days no longer to be tolerated ; 
and it may be hoped that by the spread of Tbmpb« 
RANCB SociBTiBS the samc sin may be banished from 
the poor man's home. But the vice of impurity stalks 
abroad unchecked, nay, even encoiu*aged; and by 
whom ? by that very sex doomed to experience the 
utmost extent of its demoralizing effects. I appeal 
to the consciences of many whether chastity in a man 
has not borne the stigma of reproach (or at least of 
scorn and ridicule) as much as the loss of it consti- 
tutes the irremediable blot in the character of a female ; 
while such is the acknowleged influence of the female 
sex that were it rightly exerted it would mainly tend» 
under the divine blessing, to check the spreading evil* 
That it is spreadmg the reports of our penitentiaries^ 
asylums, and Magdalen hospitals, too sadly confirm^ 
and the testimony of those humane labourers who seek 
out the unhappy objects of illicit passion puts the fear^ 
ful' truth equally before us. It is with the hope of 
arresting the attention of my dear country-women to 
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^is subject that I have adventured to touch on it, 
and especially with reference to the conduct of the 
virtuous part of the female community and their want 
of due consideration hitherto of the points alluded to. 
Such is the present frame of society that a young 
man feels that his living in the open violation of the 
ndes of chastitv erects no barrier "to his admission 



into the poHshed circles of fashion, nor even to the 
retired home of the modest matron and her daughters. 
Mothers and daughters of Britain, how long will you 
suffer this reproach to rest upon you ? How long 
will you thus tacitly sanction vice and immorality ? 
Perhaps some who have read the affecting details in the 
Report of the London Female Mission have dropped 
the tear of compassion over the recorded miseries of 
their fallen, but penitent sisters ; yet they have never 
had the conviction brought home to them how much 
they may have aided the work of crime and wretched-^ 
ness by the encouragement which they have given to 
the libertine and the seducer. 

In all civihzed society there are certain usages and 
htWB established which none can transgress without 
incurring a severe penalty — and shall the laws of God 
meet with less deference ? What must be the frame 
of that heart where the word of the great God — ^the 
Creator of heaven and earth — fails to command rever- 
ence ! — ^Women can never want a motive to obedience 
whose debt to Christianity is so peculiarly great. 
"Without the slightest breach of decorum, it is in the 
power of women to do much towards raising the 
standard of morals in men. Jjet the man who dares 
to be singularly virtuous meet with decided encourage- 
noent and approbation. Show by your conduct towards 
itoch a one your estimation of the important subject. 
Never may the fallacious adage again be Vieatd/* kt^- 
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formed rake makes the best husband." The woman 
who trusts her happiness on such a foundation will it 
18 more than probable be awfiilly deceived, for, as the 
great lord Burleigh has observed, "He who is felse 
to his God can never be true to man," nor to woman 
either. In your intercourse with the other sex avoid 
every thing like levity of manner, and suffer not your- 
selves to be betrayed by the most brilliant wit to lend 
the sanction of your smile to an unhallowed jest or 
indelicate allusion. Let your dress as well as your 
general demeanor be such as becomes women pro- 
fessing godliness or at least purity of life, and not 
the meretricious display of person so prevalent in the 
circles of fashionable society, and which may and 
does, it is to be feared, prove to young men the incite-? 
ihent to sin. A spark of fire will kindle a great flame. 
Tremble lest by your thoughtless disregard of th^ 
exterior of moaesty (a woman's brightest ornament) 
you lead an immortal soul the first step towards ever^ 
lasting ruin. I am persuaded that virtuous women 
have much, very much, to answer for as respects the 
mass of misery which the sin of impurity engenders 
and increases. Such has been the blamable indif- 
ference with which this subject has been regarded, 
and such the glaring disregard of the positive com- 
mand of God, that the mighty torrent of vice has 
been suffered to roll on and accumulate without an 
e&rt on our part to check its progress. Truly it 
may be said we have learnt the fear of God " by tb« 
precept of man." I trust however that better times 
tre«$ fajmd and that no sentiment of delicacy, falsely 
so called, will prevent Christian women from openly 
a'vowing ' their abhorrence of the licentious and im- 
moral, man. The hour is fast approaching when it 
wj'H be foand that though heaven and earth pass away 
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^4 word of the Lord shall not pass away, and that 
'' whosoever shall have been ashamed of Christ and 
6f his words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him (or her) will the Son of man be ashamed when 
he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy 
ftngels." Henceforth may we ** have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather re-^ 
prove them,'* and it were well if the apostle's injuno-* 
iioD. were more followed, see 1 Cor. v. 11. Were 
such determination acted upon, we might hope to see 
an extensive reformation on matters involving so 
inuch of temporal and eternal interest, and perhaps 
the arrow of conviction might thus be sent into the 
!)reast of some youthful sinner, which might induce 
him to seek the only balm to heal such wounds, the 
precious blood of the Saviour. The pen of inspira* 
tion has recorded that " without hoUness no man shall 
see the Lord,'^ and the author and finisher of our faith 
has for our encouragement declared, "Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God ! " 

Christiana. 



CAUTION TO YOUNG LADIES, 

Mr. Editor, 

A judicious writer has observed that " much read* 
ing would be a sure preventive of much writing, be- 
cause we should be sure to find all we could say al- 
ready written.'* If this be true generally, it is es- 
pecially so of a subject which has employed the pen 
of poets, sentimentalists, moralists, and philosophers 
in ail ages ; yet I beg to be excused by my fair country- 
women if 1 venture a few hints in ** the teeth of their 
teproBches " that I am but repea;ting ati oft-told tale. 
j^Th&re is an evil, the danger of wYuxdi 1 \zis?i^ i€ifiL 
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and the consequences I have witnessed, from which I 
would especially guard the 3roimger and more suscep- 
tible of my. sex. It is this — sdlowing a feeling <d 
preference for one of the other sex to acquire form 
in the mind before they know that it is reciprocal. 
A young woman of quick sensibihty and confiding 
temperament can scarcely pass all unheeded by, <xc 
converse freely with those of somewhat kindred taste 
without giving and receiving impressions : the sympa- 
thies of our nature forbid it. But it is in cherishing and 
nursing such feelings that the danger lies.. I believe 
many a blighted, withered, and I had almost said broken 
heart (though the poet declares '* many have died, 
but not for love") had been saved by a due recogni- 
tion of what was maidenly and decorous, what was 
due to ourselves and those around us, seeking the 
timely aid of reason *and religion to cast down our vain 
imaginations and subject our wills to the guidance of 
our heavenlv Father. A woman should not own to 
herself, much less to another, that she loves, until she 
knows that the object of her preference desires her in 
marriage. The order of God and of nature alike 
declare, that she should not choose, but be chosen, and 
"not unsought be won," which is so sweetly and 
touchingly exemplified in the parallel between Christ 
and his church, used to show forth the tenderest, 
closest, dearest, and most unearthly of all earthly ties, 
even as the unreserved confidence and complete sur- 
render of herself forming the nature of that love 
which is indescribable, but which every heart responds 
to, so beautifully illustrates the love of the church to 
her.Lord ; and, if this feeling towards the absent Jetsva 
had been carefully watched, an attachment would not 
Iiave been indulged unless the object of it could be re- 
cetived aa God's gift, and so we ^YioxiXii ^i^x^e iitm in 
our Melity to hi^ ordinance. It \a tvoX. civcivs^ ^CcaX ^ 
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feeling of propriety merely restrain the expression of 
preference; the surface may be smooth and fair, while 
a worm is growing at the core which will eventually 
spread rottenness throughout. No! religion must 
do its office in maintaining her sway in the soul, and 
committing all events into the hands of a faithful and 
unchanging God. Behold how two pictures imder 
the circumstances I have described in the event of 
disappointment, or rather the bursting of a bubble 
which had amused us, and which we had tossed up 
and down, now highf now low, sustained by " trifles 
light as air." On one side, hear the poet describe 
her who 

" Never told her love, 

But let concealment, like a worm i' the bud, 

Feed on her damask cheek; she pined in thought ; 

And, with a green and yellow melancholy, 

She sat like Patience on a monument. 

Smiling at grief."— 

Further see the Christian heroine, who feels as a 
woman, but who triumphs as a Christian ; she cUngs 
to the assurance that " no good thing will he withhold 
from those who walk uprightly." She knows that 
all the fruit of this discipline is "to take away her 
sin,'* to purge her from vanity and to wean her from 
earthly resting places, that she may repose more en- 
tirely in the love of Jesus as betrothed /or ever to be 
the bride of the Lamb ! — J. H. 

Intelli Qemt Bepnv tmtnU 

Mary-U'hone Female Penitentiary Society. 

About three months since a few friends residing in the 
borough of Mary-le-bone, whose attention had been arrested 
to the necessity of more strenuous exertions to rescue fallen 
females from misery and ruin by the details which had been 
published by the London Female Mission, assembled to e<^\i- 
aider what at^s should be taken. A comnd^^A^ ^^% %icysQL 
a/ter organized for the purpose of estabUsY^^ oiift ^x xEi5^T^ 
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•f ylums for penitent fenudes, with a view to their restoration* 
One house has since been takeaa. and suitably furnished in 
Upper Lisson^treet, lisson-grovey and on the 3l8t of June the 
committee and friends assembled to implore the divine bless- 
ing upon the institution. A statement of the past proceed- 
ings of the committee was read by one of the honorary 
secretaries, and an account given of the way in which the 
Lord had led them. On the ^rd of June seven women were 
received from the Probationary House, and as soon as th« 
necessary arrangements can be completed the number will be 
increased to twenty-five. 

The committee have met with great success in pecuniaxy 
matters. They employ an assistant secretary and collector, 
whose labours are very successful. Several ladies have volun- 
teered their services to help the good work, and they have . 
aided the fimds materially. 

After paying the expenses of furnishing the house, a balance 
remains in the hands of their bankers of one hundred ponnds.- 
But the committee hope that this is the day of small thing» 
with them. In the extensive and icealthy borough of Mary- 
le-bone great things ought to be accomplish^ to rescue 
'* those that are ready to perish.'' The cause commends itself 
to the hearts of all ; and it is hoped, when the society be- 
comes generally known, that every respectable inhabitant will 
respond to the appeal which the committee have issued. 

EFFORTS IN THE COUNTRY. 

To the Editor of " The Female^ Advocate."* 

Bear Sib, Denbigh, June 22, 188S. 

It may be not uninteresting to you and your readers to know 
that during the past month several ladies in Shrewsbury have 
formed themselves iftto maternal associations. A society has 
been formed in Chester for the purpose of promoting the in- 
terests of domestic servants, president lady Corbet, secre- 
tary Mrs. Taylor. A branch of the London Female Mission 
for North Wales has been formed in Ruthin, Mrs. EdwarA ' 
Jones, of Bryn Hyfryd, secretary. Associations have lik^ - 
wise been formed^of mothers, young women, or little g^ls, in 
Holywell^ Mold, and Dalgetty. 

That such aocieties nuiy be Ineieased in number and'- 
efficieocj^ let us pray and labour. 

I ttfmain, Dbab, Siu, youtft fbithAilly, 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE, 



FEMALE AGENCY. 

Thv church of Christ flourished most when women 
" laboured with** Paul " in the gospel." Phil. iv. 3. 
He did not, indeed, permit them to speak in the 
cbtlrch; but he employed them to visit and advise 
out of it, and applauded them for doing so. He 
even emblazoned some of their names, equally with 
Clbment's, on the pages of inspiration. The other 
apostles also, and " all the churches of the Gentiles," 
gratefolly accepted and acknowledged female agency. 
That agency was prolonged in the western church 
unto the eleventh century and in the eastern until 
the end of the twelfth. The form of prayer used 
at the ordination of deaconnesses may be seen in "The 
Apostolic Constitutions." 

And are we wiser or stronger than the wise master- 
builders of the church, that we can do without a co- 
operation which apostles welcomed, and martyrs en- 
couraged, and the fathers immortalized ? 

True, ministers and missionaries have now freer 
and fuller access to female society than the apostles 
and evangelists had. Neither the jealousies nor the 
restraints of the east prevail in the west. But still, 
with wSL cffur superior feu;ilities, the gospel is not 
brought ''nigh unto" all classes. Tbero. axe hui* 
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drances to the spread of it amongst some daises of 
females in the metropoUs which no man can surmount. 
The formation and superintendence of maternal af- 
sociations, and associations of young women and little 
girls, opens a department of labour which under the 
blessing of God promises most important results; 
and here none but female agents can with prqiriety 
be employed. In many other ways the same ageAcy 
is indispensable. The apostolic churches knew tlui^ 
and called "widows indeed'' to the deaconship. 
Priscilla» as well as her husband, had the thanks iqf 
all the churches of the Gentiles, crowned with PauL> 
personal gratitude, presented to her at Rome. Rauu 
xvi. 4. Female agency in spreading the goq^l 19 
thus no novelty. It is agreeable to " the good p]^ 
way" of the best times of the church. Now, sofik 
being the facts of the case, no feelings, amiable-qr 
adverse, can alter their authoritative bearings upop 
our times. We are as much " shut up" to the uai^ of 
a female agency as the primitive churches were* al- 
though by a different pressure of circumstances. . 

We are fally aware of the difficulties which e^ 
apt to present themselves even to the minds of thoM 
who are not deficient in benevolence and to prevfgait 
them for a time £rom assisting in those labours wUch 
contemplate the restoration of the fiedlen. The.AaiBfr 
mittee of the London Female Mission, when thf 
urgent necessity of female agency was first preme^i^ 
upoix their attention* could see nothing but lipn^||r 
tbe way. As husbands and brothers they felt, ijtiiff 
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the beauty of female holiness was as delicate as it 
n^ lovely and ought to be as sacred as it is sweet. 
Ihey therefore shrunk almost instinctively from adopt- 
ing the only expedient that seemed calculated to 
meet the case of those wretched outcasts whom they 
desired to save, and could only balance the dread of 
periUifig a few agents by the certainty of many miser- 
able victims perishing unless something were done 
to snatch them as brands from the burning; They 
Itttd to pause and enquire before they could either 
pledge any of their own fiamily to support or super- 
intend female agents or appeal to other families on 
b^dialf of the Mission. Now, however, they have 
found that their fears were groundless. Female com" 
iidttees, simiilar in object to those required by the 
l^ssion, have long existed in London and elsewhere. 
That of the Female Penitentiary presents a " cloud of 
i^ithesses" to the fact that honourable and devout 
women are not hss honoured in public or at home on 
ac cou nt of this labour of love. The matrons also of 
such institutions, instead of losing caste or respect, 
luive won veneration and esteem from the noblest and 
best of the land. And what name is more hallowed 
than Ihe name of Fry, the Howardess of femde pri- 
fkmers ? Why should it be thought impracticable to 
nifdtiply such committees, and to find such matrons 
as ' those of the Penitentiaries ? The churches in 
Ii<fhdon can surety famish Rioebes, Dorrases^'and 
Mar3rs, as readily and abundantly as that in Jerusaietn 
or Ephesus, and are far better able to Bw^eXakii «vx.^ 
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agents than the infeuit churdies of Judea, Greece, aocl 
Rome, were. 

No ChrifitiaD who knows the state of our churches 
can despair of facing able to find suitable instructors 
for the neglected and messengers of mercy to the 
perishing. No one who knows the human heart can 
doubt whether such messengers would succeed, whilst 
moving about in meekness ' and love amongst the 
friendless and forlorn. But, if there might seem 
room to doubt this before the experiment was tried, 
such a doubt cannot now be entertained. The effort 
has been made. Female agents are now at work, 
and every month bears ample testimony that their 
labours are not in vain. We can therefore with c(m- 
fidence appeal to such of our fellow-christians aa may 
hitherto have kept aloof from this work of mercy. 
Let it be remembered that Eternitt is before each 
of us, and that even at the judgment-seat we must be 
confronted with the neglected females who are now 
perishing around us. How can we meet the Jujoox, 
or them, if we refrise to care for their souls ? Wbo 
will then dare to say that a Fbmalb Mission was 
visionary, or that it was unbecoming in any Christian 
lady to countenance its agents ? This would not. tdl 
at the tribunal. This will not bear to be though^ of 
throu^ eternity. How could it ? Even herQ.il|^ 
almost impossible to sleep or breathe whilst remeoi^ 
bering that tbn thousand unhappy females die>aib* 
nually in our metropolis. Ohthemnisnotviinonai^! 
4-^94 for the lips which say that the remedy is sbl 
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ibf; if it be, thei'e '* is no balm in Gilead" for the 
hurt. 

"^ "Cliristian reader, weigh the import of that equita- 
ble sentence of the inspired word, "To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
8m/' and then act as conscience may dictate. 



CONDITION OF WOMAN IN ALL AGES AND 

COUNTRIES. 

V No. 1. 

Thx condition of woman in different ages and coun- 
tnes furnishes one of the most important subjects of 
ihyestigation, as it unquestionably forms one of the 
Ihost decisive priterions of the degree of civilization 
and refinement. Among rude and savage tribes the 
females are generally found in a state of the deepest 
jdegradation ; and it is only in that improved state of 
Aociety in which mental and moral worth are ranked 
above mere corporeal strength that the women asso- 
ciate on equal terms with the men, and fill the place 
of voluntary and useful copartners. Hence it will 
iKprpear on the strictest enquiry that the sentiment of 
an 'eminent writer, which we have quoted at p. 3 qf 
tkuB magazine, is strictly and literally true — ** The 
ri^igion of the gospel and the emancipation of the 
-^ejc are in direct proportion to each other." 

The records of history exhibit numerous and di- 
versified states in which woman has existed. In 
iame nations she has been exalted almost to divinity^ 
itf others degraded to the level of the Imite. Somer 
tones she has been enthrcmed in all the pomp of emi- 
fpifies, at other times driven out to perform the labour 
ici]f,,the slave and herd with the cattle. There are 
periods referred fo on the unwasting ipttig^ m ^\w3cl 
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she has grasped the bottle brand, and rushed forth to 
stay the progress of foreign invasion,— or she' has 
met, as the mother of Ckuiolanns did, the Tictohous 
foe, and pleaded with all the eloquence of tears the 
cause of her forlorn and enslaved country, — or, like 
Judith, she has by the energy of her single arm 
dehvered fcom the relentless hold of tyranny the land 
of her birth. On the other hand numerous instances 
are recorded in which she has been apportioned to 
the service of the most contemptible voluptuousness 
and luxury— condemned to minister to the gross 
appetites of her lord paramount, her mind unillumi- 
natedby the faintest scintillations of intellectual light. 
In an the examples aflbrded by history, one thing 
however is 'certain, that between the condition ci 
heathen woman and Christian woman there is bo 
comparison, so immeasurably is the one removed from 
the other. In all heathen nations, the condition of 
woman, whether of a sensual or stoical character, was 
ludically bad. She was not that " angel of life " 
which God constituted her at the beginning, and 
which Christianity would again make her. She was 
either the slave of man or Ms sensual and impotent 
plaything ; she possessed not his best and kindliest 
S3ntnpathies ; she had no part nor lot in his affections ; 
she was never consulted on the business and plea* 
sures of his existence. The husband and the-, wife 
sddom mingled together the smiles of rejoicing or 
the tears of mutual distress. He was afflicted,, and 
she was unconcerned. She was in trouble and hea3d#^ 
nel», and he heeded it not. Man could exchange the 
words c^ friendship with man. To woman; who 
ebnld best have B3nnpathi8ed with him, the chattbeor^ 
otidB breast were hermetically sealed. Was notthis 
/i^ aiffe of d\vi'*^'when affecfdon "vtv^ bsniflhsdilckuii 
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ItiB habitations of man, and love, if he might still be 
aUed a denizen of the earth, was lingering on the 
vodpices of timei apparently about to take a lasting 
ned eternal flight ? TVue there are instances handed 
ami to us which are bright exceptions to this rule, 
ut they are such as to resemble the visitaticms of 
be celestial intelligences — " few and far between." 
Vt read of a Virginius loving his daughter to the 
j8ath» of a Cindnnatus resigning the blandishments 
ad. luxuries of a consulship to spend his days and 
i^ts in the sacred sohtude of home, and of one 
b well skilled in philosophy that the prince of mo- 
iHsts, Socrates, listened to her teachings with en- 
kwsiasm ; but even in these instances the exaltation 
f woman was but factitious and imreal, and that 
oble moral and intellectual bearing with which Chris- 
ianity would invest her was altogether unknown. 

It may also be remarked that pot only is the con- 
kion of woman immeasurably exalted by Christianity, 
nt' according to the purity in which the doctrines of 
Jhiistianity are held will the state of woman rise to 
» proper and legitimate standard. In Europe, dur- 
ig the middle ages, when the profession of Christi- 
aity was so universally corrupted that men ima- 
ioed they found in it a warrant for the commission 
f the most sanguinary atrocities, the condition 
f woman presented the most monstrous anomahes. 
fen were found fools enough to endure imprison- 
lent, fight combats, and enter the lists against 
ntagonistic pretenders, to defend the fame or beauty 
f: a woman of whose character they were altoge- 
ser ignorant, and yet (strange infatuation !) they could 
vnifih with the rack and with the scourge, upon the 
lOtt triflii:^ accusation, the idols of their homage, 
nd'inow down, like graas befcvre the Acy^^tVJlCL^ ^v)^^ 
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nor injury from the beaaty of its attire ; for in omat' 
ment, simply conaidered, there is no evil ; but pre* 
sentlytiie child grows susceptible of injurious feel* 
mga. The new shoes, the fine hat> or frock, is promised 
as a reward for good behaviour, is admired by every 
good-natured friend to whom it is shown ; and no 
wonder if objects thus recommestded become deeply 
and permanently interesting. How lamentable that 
some of liie first lessons conveyed to the mind should 
be in direct opposition to die divine mandate, not to 
be solicitous about what we shall eat, or what we 
shall drink, or wherewithal we shall be clothed ! 

'* If to be genteel be the object, some of my readers 
might be informed that in decking their chfldren 
with finery they depart from the gi^eral practice of 
the rich and elegant : children in such families are, 
with few ezcepticms, distinguished by the plainness 
c^ their attire ; and whatever taste for dress they in 
future evince it is a foible which seldom originates 
in the nursery. It is not tiU the period at which 
education is said to be finished, and young ladies are 
* brought out,' to exhibit the effect of theirs to the 
world, that much superfluity of ornament is per- 
mitted by mothers who are really genteel" 

How many of those wretched outcasts who infest 
the streets of the metropolis, and of every large 
town, have to date their ruin and all the woe entailed 
upon them from the period when the love of dress 
first took possession of liieir hearts ! The following' 
Oases are not imaginary, and we (mly alter the 
names .--^ 

I Maria Jones is the daughter of parents both of 

whom. are professors of religion. The mother is ti 

a/atn mdaatrkms woman, but unhappily fond of di8«>' 

Mjr, aad without reflecting upon th^ m\aOMfil ^\adl 
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&he might bring upon her daughter she took pleasure 
in dressing her in a manner imsuitable to the station 
in which she moved. To the expostulations of 
Christian friends, she would reply, " I have property 
(about thirty pounds having been left to her) and 
shall do as I IDce with it" — imagining that the only 
evil of fine dress was inability to pay for it. The 
daughter of course partook of the mother's fondness 
for dress, and became vain of her personal appear- 
ance. A designing young farmer perceived her 
vanity, and marked her a3 his prey. She became an 
easy "victim, and is now living in a manner that may 
well bring the gray hairs of her inconsiderate parent 
with sorrow to the grave. 

Elizabeth Ward was well known in childhood bv 
the writer. Her father is now doubtless in heaven, 
and her widowed mother has long been a member 
of a Christian church. Elizabeth was alwavs what 
is called pretty, and, being the youngest, she became 
unhappily the mother's pet. She was consequently 
dressed far beyond others of her station in life, and 
her fondness for dress increased as she grew up. 
'When about seventeen years of age she attracted the 
attention of a gentleipan in the town where she lived 
who had previously admired, seduced, and aban- 
doned, several others. To him she yielded, and after 
becoming a mother was abandoned by her destroyer. 
Now she is living in degradation and vice, while her 
mother, who has undertaken the charge of her babe, 
is going down to the grave with a broken heart. 

It would not be difficult to add a numerous hst of 
cases substantially similar to the above. But, instead 
of doing this, we shall close this paper by quoting 
the solemn and affecting appeal of a daughter t^\\.k«t 
darth^bed. 
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" A young lady, about twenty, had been bom to a 
rich inheritance, and was the only child of parents 
who were doatingly fond of her. In a faslnonable 
education nothing was spared to make it complete. 
But dress was the idol of the mother's heart. The 
daughter was gay and answered all the mother's 
hopes in making a display in the fashionable world. 
But the hour of sickness came : it was a dreadful 
hour, for it was the termination of all her earthly 
hopes. The minister was called in. He talked of 
death, judgment, and eternity. She had ne^«r before 
heard such language applied to her and she trem* 
bled. In the dying hour she called for some of her 
fine clothes. When they were brought she looked 
up to her mother and said, * These have ruined me. 
You never told me I must die. You taught me 
that my errand into this world was to be gay and 
dressy and to enjoy the vanities of life. What could 
you mean ? You knew I must die and go to judg- 
ment. You never told me to read the bible, or to go 
to church, unless ta make a display of some new 
finery. Mother, you have ruined me. Take them 
away and keep them as a remembrance of your sin 
and my sad end.' She died a few moments after." 

O, mothers ! would you wish to close the eyes of 
your daughters thus — thus to listen to their dyings 
reproaches, and thus to see them departing without 
hope ? If so, by all means cultivate the love of dress^ 
But if you would escape reproach, remorse, the terr 
rors of a guilty conscience, then let your most sedu^ 
lous endeavours, as well as your earnest prayers, be 
directed to tJie suppression of youthful vanity and the 
cultivation, of those hallowed principles which ^ur^ 
capn^pted with peace in death and hope of immorta)^^- 

i^km^ , ,^ ■■A vnw 
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THE MOTHER'S HYMK. 
Fmr " The F^nuUes^ Advoatte,*^ 

The choicest blessings of thy hand, 

O Lord ! we render btck to thee ; 
Our children wait at thy command, 

And at thy footstool bow the knee- 
In the mild spring-tide of their Ufo, 

Ere vice ensnares the tender mind. 
Or passion rules with fearful strife. 

The offering to thy altar bind. 

There, while maturer ages roll 

And life's warm summer hastens liy^ 

Still captive bind the willing soul 
With chains of truth and pnrity. 

And when the evening shadows fall 
On wearied form and tresses gray, 

And winter's snow descends on all. 
Still guide them on their stormy way. 

Assured by promises divine. 
Content we yield them up to thee ; 

In life and death may all be thine, 
And thine throughout eternity. 



9&ebuto 9fjpartnunt» 



W.B. 



p Stage; its Charticter and Influence, By J. Sttlb8, D. D. 
Ward & Co., PaternoBter Bow. 

t regard the republicatdon of Dr. Styles's Esetiy 
the Stage a» peculiarly seasonable, ' Not that we 
Aider the EDglish Drama as by any means mcreas- 

its hold upon the public mind ; on the contrary 
iare well satisfied that it is gradually sinking into 
tend neglect, and without yery ejctraordkAry ex- 
(tas cannot long be supported on tU ^t«»efi0i^i»&^« 

the yoQDg ajid unsuspecting are «i<«ra^^\SL^teOEi<» 
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ger from the attractions which it presents just in 
proportion as they are led to consider it as a lawful 
and innocent recreation, a notion which the patron-* 
age extended to it fromilie highest and most influ- 
ential quarters is unhappily calculated to encourage. 
Were there any thing disreputahle, in the estimation 
of society, in attending the theatre, it would he less 
necessary to exhihit its mischievous tendency ; hut, 
when all classes may visit this school of vice with- 
out in the sUghtest degree affecting their reputation, 
it is highly important that its true character should 
he unmasked. The morality of the fashionahle 
world has ever heen formed on a standard so differ- 
ent from that of the gospel that what the one ap- 
plauds the other condemns and hrands with infamy. 
Those " who follow the multitude " follow them " to 
do evil." And in no case do we consider the in- 
junction of an inspired apostle more decidedly appli- 
cable than in that of amusements in general and of 
the stage in particular, "Be not conformed to this 
world." ' 

It is quite time that this subject should be again 
brought prominently before the pubUc mind, and we 
should be happy to see such a work as that before us 
placed in the hands of all our young friends. We 
think it impossible that they should rise from the 
perusal of its clear and lucid statements and its pow- 
erful and convincing reasonings with any doubt upon 
their minds whether the theatre be incompatible 
with Christianity. Whether they will be prepared 
at once to resolve against giving it the countenance 
of their example is quite another question. If they 
be " lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God, 
tbey will not; on the contrary they will in aU prot 
iiy treat the solanu waximi^ m^ cjonkX^coc^ 
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Yet, even in this case, the perusal will not be without 
some advantage. The youthful female who having 
read still determines to go to the midnight haunt of 
profligacy will at least go with her eyes open — with 
SQch a knowledge of the evil as will make it plain 
enough to herself that she ought at once to dis- 
card all pretensions to virtue and prepare for the 
dreadful consequences. The work appears to have un- 
dergone a thorough revision ; so much so indeed as 
to be almost entitled to the character of a new work 
rather than a new edition. We perused it in its 
former state with great satisfaction, and in its present 
more condensed form we think it increasingly adapted 
to general usefulness. It comprises, A brief enquiry 
into the origin and progress of the stage — An en- 
quiry into the practical causes which have contributed 
to the success of the stage — ^The stage considered as 
an amusement only — ^The immoral and antichristian 
tendency of the stage — Cursory observations on the 
writers for the stage, on the actors, and the audience, 
illustrative of its dangerous and immoral tendency — 
The character of the stage as drawn by historians, 
philosophers, legislators, and divines — ^Whether the 
stage be in a state of moral improvement, &c. 

The following extract will convey some idea of 
the style and character of the work : — 

'< In addition to what has been already written on tlie per- 
nicious and destructive influence of the stage, the audience 
which it usually attracts is an argument which should be 
seriously weighed. I cannot help considering the theatre, in 
thii view, as the enchanted ground of iniquity ; it is here that 
viicc lifts up its head with undaunted courage, that the most 
lioeatious and abandoned females endeavour by meretricious 
ornament, and every art which lascivious wantonness can 
inv^t, to allure the young and ineonfllderate,'who,^^'^»»- 
BiOnB enkiadled by yrtuLt u passing on tba 8ta||&>ax« tNxt«^rcL 
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off their guards and thus fatally prepared to fSsdl the victiins 
of seduction. The avenues to the dieatres, the box-lobby, 
and many of the most conspicuous places in it, are filled with 
women of this description. On the stage there is every thing 
to excite improper ideas in the mind, and in the audience 
every thing to gratify them. The emotion is soon inflamed 
to a passion ; reason quicklv yields to its powerful empire, 
and ruin is too often the fatal consequence. 

*' I know it is by no means unusual to condemn this mode 
of reasoning as inconclusive. It has been said tliat tempta- 
tions to vice are to be found every where, and that the church 
is as dangerous in this respect as the theatre. This however 
is not true. Temptations are nowhere armed with such 
power as at the play-house. That the abomination of desolar 
tion sometimes intrudes into the holy place, and pollutes the 
sanctuary, is an acknowledged truth. But is there not in a 
plaee of worship every thing to check unhallowed passions, 
and to counteract the influence of vice in its most seductive 
forms ? At the house of prayer we have heard of infamous 
wottien, who came to scoff, shrinking with horror, and trem- 
bling with apprehension ; and, instead of seducing others, 
th^ have been themselves reclaimed. But the theatre, by 
its ovni proper influence, and the coinciding influence of ac- 
cidental evil in the audience, has made a thousand male and 
fsmale prostitutes ; while at church there perhaps was never 
a youth of untainted morals who fell into the snare of 
female proiligacy. They are not men of virtue who are 
seduced at church: that man must have been practised 
in iniquity who could suffer himself to be led astray from 
before the altar. But a youth hitherto innocent and uneon- 
,tamlnated may fall an easy victim at the theatre. The sighs 
and tears of many wretched parents, whose children have 
been swallowed up in this vortex of dissipation, are in the 
place of a thousand arguments against the destmctive ten- 
dency of a theatre and a theatrical audience. 

*< Sir John Hawkins, in his life of Johnson, has a remark 

which strikingly illustrates what I have now advanced. 

* Although it is said of plays that they teach morality, and 

of the stage that it is the mirror of human life, these asser- 

>tions are mere declamation, and have no foundation ia truth 

'Orexper^aoe : on the contrary, a playhonse, and the regions 

' jobout b, are the very hot-bedt of vice. How else oomes it to 

:pasa that no sooner is a playboxiae openfi^ 'm «si^ \nx\. ^t \h« 
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^.^ kingdom than it becopoes aurroimded by a halo of brothels ? 
' Of ibis truth the neighbourhood of the puoe I am now speak- 
ing of (Goodman's Fields Theatre) has had escperience ; one 
j^arish alone, adjacent thereto, haying, to my, knowledge, ex- 
pended the sum of £1300 in prosecutions, fbr the purpose of 
removing those inhabitants whom, for instruction in the 
science of human life, the playhouse had drawn thither.' 

*' Let the contents of this chapter, and their agreement 
with facts, be seriously examined and dispassionately con- 
sidered, and I have no doubt but that every impartial mind 
will justify the conclusion to which I am brought— that the 
stage is evil, only evil, and that the welfare of society, and 
the happiness of the world, call loudly for its abolition. But, 
as this cannot be expected in the present state of things, the 
wise and the virtuous should at least discountenance it, both 
by their influence and example." 

We had marked for quotation some fine passages 
in which the morality of the stage is strikingly con- 
trasted with Christian morality ; but our limits for^ 
bid theu" insertion, and we can only repeat our ear- 
nest desire for the extensive circulation of the work. 



Practical Hints to Young Females on the Duties of a Wifcy 
a Mother, and a Mistress of a FaiiiUy. By Mrs. Taylor, 
of Ongar. 18mo. pp. 168. 

This is not a new book, but possibly some of our 
female readers may not yet have seen it» and we are 
therefore desirous of drawing their attention to it as 
a domestic manual containing many valuable hints on 
the following topics : — conduct to the husband — 
domestic economy — servants — education — sickness 
— ^visitors-r-keeping at home — recreation — the step- 
mother — ^the husband, &c. 

Instead of dwelling upon the characteristic excel- 
lences of the work, which needs not our eulogy, we 
shall content ourselves with an extract from itfi pages, 
' ;W extract which we earnestly eommeifik^ Ax^ ^Cfcw^ ^Muexi- 
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tion of those whom it coDoems, and which we think 
will be sufficient to indnce many of our youthful 
readers to procure the volume. 

THE STEP-MOTHER. 

'^ If the task is so important, the responsibility so great, which 
attaches to a mother, with what caution should a female un- 
dertake a charge in which she has not the co-operation of 
natural affection ! I would earnestly advise my reader, before 
she surrenders her affections to a widower and a father, first 
to ascertain whether it will be possible to bestow a due por- 
tion of them upon those objects in whom if he does not mani- 
fest the deepest interest he affords an insufficient security for 
her individual happiness. Should he betray an indifference 
to their welfare, he gives reason to suspect the weakness of 
his attachment to her who was their mother : and in this 
case, my young fiiend, if self-love do xiot interpose with 
brighter anticipations, an inference unfavourable to yolir own 
future happiness must be the result. 

^ Should you, on the contrary, be able to form a pleasing 
and rational expectation of what he may he from what he hoM 
been and from what he still is to those dear pledges of his 
earlier affection, I would again entreat you to make a solemn 
pause before you enter into so serious an engagement. When 
such a one tf^es you he not only places his own happiness at 
your disposal, but that of others dear to him as the apple of 
his eye. And will you betray his confidence when the power 
with which he has invested you bids defiance to his utmost 
vigilance? Shall the circumstance of becoming a mother 
yourself, which is calculated to enforce the tender lesson, 
shall this operate against them, and, insensible to the feelings 
and eqtiol claims of those you are bound to foster and pro- 
tect, will you transfer the whole of your affections to your 
own immediate offspring ? If so, it is clear that you love 
them not for their father's sake, but for your own, and this 
would direct the most amiable propensities of the female 
heart into a selfish channel. 

*' Without in the least derogating from the superiority of the 

other sex, she must be a very superficial observer who has 

J2ot discovered that they are ddScient in that species «€. 

mjnute diBcemmeDt, of intuitive penetration, which «nafoiler 

women to feel their way through the diSlcucs\!X^«a q^ V^ev^'^hmUL 
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and often successfully to combat superior slrengtfa. From 
tikis, deficiency men frequenlly become the dupes of artifice 
and criminal design. The woman who has gafaied complete 
ascendency oyer her husband's affecti(His in general requires 
nothing but address to possess a proportionate infiuence over 
his conduct. Nor let statesmen^ or philosophers, or heroes, 
feel indignant at the assertion. Solomon, the wisest of men, 
was seduced into the grossest absurdities and the deepest 
crimes, not by his wife, but his loives, for whom he could not 
feel the ardour of concentrated afiection. It cannot then be 
surprising if men of inferior order (and who is not?) should 
be unduly influenced by the individual upon whom they have 
fixed the whole of their afiection, should be first blinded, if 
^ucti. be her unworthy aim, and then led as her passions or 
caprice may dictate. Accordingly we have beheld with 
agony fathars whose hearts have been alienated from^ their 
own children, the relics of a once beloved wife, by false re- 
presentations and incessant complaints. Every childish foible 
has been artfully magnified into a crime; if not obvious 
necessaries, yet every indulgence has been represented as 
superfluous and either vrithheld or reluctantly bestowed. The 
new femily have been sufilered to tyrannize over their elder 
brethren, and, by a strange perversion, they have been viewed 
as interlopers or encroachers. Ah ! my young friend, if your 
heart, and, what is more, if your principles cannot ensure 
better conduct from yoUf give up the father and his children 
and leave him and them to the mercy of hirelings, who in 
case of flagrant misconduct may be discovered and can be 
exchanged. 

" But, if this expostulation should come too late to prevent 
the danger, let your own tender infknt plead in behalf of 
those you are disposed to oppress or neglect. Yon are fasci- 
nated by its smile : they would smile upon you too if they 
dared or if they discerned any thing in your deportment to 
encourage them. Once they did smile on their mother ; but, 
alas ! her eyes are closed in death, as indeed yours may be, 
you know not how soon, and the darling of your afiection 
may in its turn have no maternal eye to sympathise either 
with its sorrows or its joys. But, if its smile prove inef- 
fectual, let its tears prevail. Ah ! its sobs you cannot bear ; 
you hush its little sorrows at any price. Tbeseireep too, but 
their tears are disregarded ; thehr moans are ma^ified IwtA 
crimes. Yet, if they have any recoUec^u tA \ast A^i \ah« 
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lost, theirs are not trivial sorrows ; their little hearts m&j be 
unable to distinguish the cause t>f their woes ; they only re- 
collect that they were once happy and they feel that they are 
not happy now. Yet all this may be the case when no just 
cause of complaint may appear to the superficial observer, 
when no decided ill-usage may mark your conduct : on the 
contrary it may assume the appearance of solicitude for their 
good; of zeal for their welfare; and for their good it may 
eventually prove to be, though far from your real design: the 
afHictions of their youth may be blessed by the orphan's 
friend to the improvement of their characters and may give 
them a decided advantage over your ovm family in future life. 
*' But, while they suner daily from your unkinduess, or at 
least from your Indifference, it is probable that they gradually 
lose ground in the affections of their father. Were he to 
examine his own heart, he would discover that his love is less 
fervent than formerly, less fervent than towards his new 
^mily, and he might by a judicious investigation of circum- 
stances discover also the cause, and in a degree become proof 
against the encroaching evil. But, whether or not he may 
discern the difference, lids family will ere long make the dis- 
covery, and he might anticipate, with little hazard of mistake, 
jealousy, strife, and discord, as the natural consequence, 
thorns that will beset his future path and be too deeply rooted 
for his utmost care and toil to eradicate. Judge then, my 
young friend, whether all this can terminate in the happiness 
of her by whose misconduct it was produced, or contribute, 
in any degree, to that of her offspring." 



f&lictlhinettni ^epjtttmtnt 

PRAYER ANSWERED. 

In a seaport town of New England lived a pious mother and 
six daughters. The mother had been for many years subject 
to disease and infirmity, when at the age of 60, in an inter- 
view with a friend, she one day said, " I have not for many 
years enjoyed the pleasure of going to the house of QodL wi^ 
his people and taking sweet counsel with them ; but I baire 
another source of grkf greater than this — one that weig]^ 
dowa my Bptrits day and night, while disease and pain bear 
my body towaxda the grave.** Hex lAeudi \«adsKt\^ ^os^iixed 
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the cause of this peculiar grief. She replied, ** I have six 
daughters ; two are married and live near me, and four* are 
with me ; but not one of them gives any evidence of piety. I 
am alone. I have no one for a Christian comxmnion. Oh 
that even one of them was pious, that I might walk alone 
no longer!" such was her language. Yet she seemed sub- 
missive to the will of God, whatever it might be, having 
strong confidence that he would eventually answer her dfdly 
prayers and in a way which would best advance his glory. 

Not long after the above interview a revival of religion 
commenced in the town in which she lived. Among the 
first subjects of this work were four of her daughters. A 
fifth was soon after added to their number ; but the other, 
the eldest, remained unmoved. One day one of the young 
conyerts proposed to her mother and her converted sisters to 
observe a day of fasting and prayer for the sister who con- 
tinued so insensible. The agreement was made «nd a day 
observed. Of this the subject of their prayers had no know- 
ledge ; but on the same day, while engaged in her domestic 
concerns at home, her mind was solemnly arrested, and she 
was soon added to the Christian sisterhood. The praying 
mother lived a few years to enjoy their Christian society. 
They surrounded her dying bed, received her last blessing, 
and unitedly commended her spirit to Gk>d. 

Goodrick'b Influencb of Mothbhs. 



A LADY. 

The word "lady" is an abbreviation of the Saxon laff-day, 
which signifies brend-giver. The mistress of a manor, at a 
time when affluent families riesided constantly at their country 
mansions, was^ accustomed once a-week, or o^ner, to distri- 
bute among the poor a certain quantity of bread. She 
bestowed the boon with her own hand, and made the hearts 
of the needy glad by the soft words and the gentle amenities 
which accompanied her benevolence. The widow and the 
orphan " rose up, and called her blessed." The destitute and 
the afflicted recounted her praises.' AQclassesof the poor em- 
balmed her in their af^tions as the 2a^](fUay— the giver of 
bread and dispenser of comfort — a sort of ministering ailgel in 
a World of sorrow. Who is a lady now ? Is it she who spends 
h&t days in self-indulgence and her nights in the dissipations 
^ IbHy ? Is it she who rivals the gali% ot ^X^naft&era:^ C^scX 
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hates the industrioiis hum of the busy bee ? '^ Is It she who 
wsfttes on gaudy finery what would make many a widow's 
heart sing for joy, and whO| when the rags of the orphan 
flutter before her in the wmd, dghs for a place of refuge, as 
if a pestilence were in the breeze ? This may be " a woman . 
of foshion." She may be an admired and an admiring follower 
of the gay world. But, in the ancient and most just sense of 
the word, she is not — alas ! she is not — ^* a lady." She who is 
a lady indeed excites no one's envy, and is adndred, esteemed, 
and beloved by many ; she stands on the pedestal of personal 
excellence, and looks round on the men and women beneath 
her as her brethren and sisters, " formed of one blood,'' in the 
great flunily of the Creator ; she is " kind," she is ** pittftQ," she 
is *' courteous " to all ; " she stretdieth out her hand to the 
poor, yea, she reachetii forth her hands to the needy ; she 
openeth her mouth with wisdom and in her tongue is the law 
of kindness;" — this is the true laff-day, whom hundreds or 
thousands vie with one another in raising to grander dis- 
tinction and to far tiobler celebrity than was ever won by 
mere rank, or wealth, or title ; and if she have grace and wis- 
dom to distribute among hungry souls " the bread of life "— 
to tell the poor of the love of Christ and to draw the hearts 
of the needy to '' the Father of mercies and Qod of all com- 
fort " — then is she an " elect lady" — one of those choicest of 
all women, who shall be ever distinguished, and " had in ever- 
lasting remembrance." 

The Christian Teachbr. 



EASTERN MARRIAGE CEREMONY. 

The following account of a marriage ceremony is fieoak 
^ Ward's Views of the History of the Hindoos." In almost 
every particular the ceremony remains unchanged since the 
days of our Saviour. By a comparison of this with the account 
of the marriage ceremony recorded in Matt. xxr. we cannot 
but perceive how foithfoi a description our Lord has there 
given of Oriental manners ; nor can we avoid the inference 
tlmt " none but one familiar vrith such scenes cguld have 
vrritten of described it." 

Matt. XXV. 10. — ^ And the door ttnu shvt,** 
^ At a marriage, the procession of which I saw some years 
^pf, the MdegTocm came from a distance, and the bride lived 
Mt Serampore, to which place the \n\^Lfi^|;coQisv "tv^a ^ caioe by 
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water. After waiting two or three hours, at length, near mid- 
night, it was announced, as if in the yery words of scriptore, 
'^ Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet him*'^ 
An the persons employed now lighted Uieir lamps, and. ran 
with them in their hands to fill up their stations in the pro- 
cession ; some of them had lost their lights, and were unpre* 
pared, but it was then too late to seek them, and the cavals^ide 
moved forward to the house of the bride, at which place the 
company entered a large and splendidly illuminated area, be- 
fore the house, covered with an awning, where a great multi- 
tufle of friends, dressed in their best apparel, were seated upon 
mats. The bridegroom was carried in the arms of a friend, 
and placed in a superb seat in the midst of the company, 
where he sat a short time, and then went into the house, the 
door of which was immediately shut and guarded by Sepoys. 
I and others expostulated with the door-keepers, but in vain. 
Never was I so struck with our Lord's beautiful parable as at 
this moment : — and the door toot shut" 

New York Female Benevolent Society. 

Wb have just received the fourth annual report of thia 
society, and are glad to perceive that much attention la 
awakened in the city of New York on behalf of those females 
who are " ignorant and out of the way." The object of the 
society is the promotion of mokal pukity, in a way both 
corrective and preventive. — A competent agent is employed, 
as in the London Female Mission, to advise and assist fe- 
males who show signs of repentance, and an asylum has 
been opened in which " nearly forty neglected and guilty 
females have been resident duriAg the y^ar." Of these the 
report thus speaks : — *' Some few have disappointed our hopes 
and left the institution; some have given satisfactory evidence 
of reformation, and have been restored to their Mends or 
placed in respectable families; one has closed her earthly 
career J the greater part however remain in the a^lum." 
7^ report contains many interesting facts, proving beyond 
disputation that the efforts of the Clmstian church to cefoim 
and save the miserable wanderers of our streets are not so 
visicmary or hopel^s as many persons conceive. We think 
the following case will aff<»d both delight and encouiagement 
to our friends, and therefore we transcribe it*—' 
« H— . H— , has been honourably ^dackac^^ ^ot ^^ 'v>tt- 
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pose of returning to her long-forsaken husband. Hearing 
that he resided in the city, she expressed a desire to see him 
and to make an acknowledgment of her base conduct. The 
husband no sooner learned that his wife was reformed and 
hopefully a true penitent than he repaired immediately to 
the asylum to see her. The meeting was one of interest. 
Seven years had elapsed since their separation, and now a re- 
union was about to take place which promised to be both 
happy and permanent ; for tier life and conversation through 
successive months had evinced ttiat the Almighty in his infinite 
mercy had gathered into his fold this once miserable wan« 
derer, and inscribed upon her heart Ids own precious name. 
For the period of twelve months tthe had indulged hope of an 
interest in Jesus Christ ; and such was her deportment in the 
asylum that even the imx)enitent there, for whose salvation 
she prayed and laboured diligently, were constrained to ac- 
knowledge that there was a reality in religion. Often was she 
striving to impress the minds of her associates with the im- 
portance of attending immediately to the concerns of their 
souls. In secret prayer and other religious exercises she ex- 
pressed great delight ; and, could her closet speak, it would 
testify to the fervent petitions she there offered in behalf of 
dying profligate sinners, and the tears she shed in view of the 
depravity of men and the contempt cast by them on the 
blessed gospel of the Son of God. This woman, we believe, 
was truly a brand plucked from the burning when almost 
consumed. The following letter was dictated by her on . 
leaving the home of the Magdalens." 

" Yorkville, 1836." 
"To the Ladies of the Female Benevolent Society. 
** I now sit down to render my most sincere thanks for 
your kindness to me both in sickness and in health, in pro- 
viding a home for me, and rescuing me from the paths of sin 
and death, and placing me under kind and Christian friends : 
for friends indeed they have been in leading me to Jesus. 
Here I hope I sought Christ, and found him precious to my 
soul. When I came to the asylum I could not read, but now, 
through the goodness of God, I can read my Bible. I feel 
ever uankful to the ladies for their kindness to me. I have 
been in the asylum one year and six months, and would wil- 
lingly stay longer, but Providence has ordered otherwise, so 
that Z feel it my duty to go. I hope the ladies will remember 
ine at the throne of grace, that 1 ma^ \>e k.e^t from tempta* 
lUtojail be ever watchful and piayecM.^^ 



THE FEMALES^ ADVOCATE. 



AMUSEMENTS. 
Public balls and ftishionable routs are antichristian 
on account of the intercourse which must be main- 
tained with persons of light character and no reli- 
gion and on account of their influence in raising and 
inflaming the passions; nor can any thing be de- 
scribed more opposite to the spirit of Christianity — 
more incompatible with the duties which it requires 
and the domestic order which is essential to a con- 
sistent profession of it — ^than midnight parties, where 
time and health are miserably wasted without the 
slightest compensation in return. There is no tyrant 
more capricious, and at the same time more cruel, 
than Fashion. Her votaries are slaves, and slaves of 
the most pitiable description, whether we consider 
what they are forced to renounce or what they are 
compelled to endure. It is certain that they must 
abandon religion and all interest in a future world. 
The road to the kingdom of heaven lies not through 
the saloon of midnight frivolity and dissipation. It 
is the enchanted ground where those who wander 
lose their way and retarn no more. 

We have mentioned cruel sports as derogatory to 
the Christian character ; but indeed they depose hu- 
manity; they not only argue hardness of he^ ^d 
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contempt of God's word and commandment, but they 
place us far below the unhappy creatures we torment 
for our amusement. In such cases the brutes rise in 
the scale of being and take precedence of their das« 
tardly tormenters. For oh 

'' The being that is in the winds and air, 
That is in the green leaves among the grores, 
Maintains a deep and rererential care 
For the unoffending creatures whom he loves.'' 

WhUe the creation groans, being burdened with the 
cruelties and crimes of man, happy are those, who 
learn and practise this simple lesson : 

<< Never to. blend thMr pleasure or their pride 
With sorrow of the meanest thing that feels." 

By promiscuous and indiscriminate reading, we refer 
more particularly to those works of fiction which are 
made to supersede productions of a better character 
which are both designed and adapted for our instruc- 
tion in us^dl knowledge. Very few indeed have 
leisure to read exclusively for amusement, and those 
who imagine that they can be simply amused by 
books which interest the feelings and excite the pas- 
sions tace egregiously mistaken. Reading is either 
liseful or ihjuiious. The reading of young persozls; 
especially when they choose their own authors and 
follow their own inclinations rather than the guidance 
of judicious' preceptors, will form their character ^ 
and if then: dtoice should fall, as it too frequentlt 
dbea, upon the novels and romances which are popa^ 
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lar, they will surcharge their ndnds with prejudice 
and their hearts, with folly. Without dwelling on 
the undue excitement which this round of reading 
produces, and the false impressions and views which 
it gives of life, we must denounce its universal ten- 
dency. Of course we are perfectly aware of a few 
splendid exceptions, — yet is the charge, though a 
most serious one, to be applied we fear to nearly all 
the books which pass under the name of novels. In 
making this assertion, however, we are taking the 
New Testament as the standard of morality ; and by 
this standard, although there will be no comparison 
in the shades of guilt, few will escape condemnation., 
The following appeal is appropriate and irresistible r 
** What are we to say of works which fritter away 
the distinctions between right and wrong, and de- 
ceive the unwary into the paths of vice by surround- 
ing them with the waymarks of virtue? -What are ^e 
to say of works which treat with 'COBtcpn^t those 
admirable qualities industry, frugality, axvd prudence,; 
while they lavish their praises on extravagai^ce, care- 
lessness, and folly? What are we to say-^of .works 
which alienate the heart from domestic and ^retired 
duties, which convert every quiet hoine into a prir 
son-house, and make the best of parents appear either 
ridiculous or tyrannical ? What are .we toi.s^y of 
works which are polluted by vivid desof^oos. o^ 
sensual pleasures, lascivious innuendos, ; and in^f^ bon 
metf, and which almost uniformly ^ake Iqi^ ^ pa^r; 
sion wholly irresistible ? What .mre /ire p>M9i,y oi 
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works which justify pride> vanity, revenge, ambitioQ, 
and hatred, which in some cases become the apolo- 
gists of inebriety, imparity, adultery, gambling, duel- 
ling, swearing, lying, and suicide ? It is no atone- 
ment for these writers that they occasionally throw 
out some good moral sentiments, that they satirize 
certain vices which are unfashionable, and that they 
sometimes make the catastrophe speak on the side of 
virtue. When one vice is condemned to patronize 
another, when a moral maxim is pinned on to a 
licentious picture, when a fable composed of intrigue 
and wickedness terminates in a cold allusion to 
virtue, virtue and morality are only scandalized and 
betrayed — ^they are only made a shght covering to 
the pitfalls of vice." 

Look then at all those amusements we have enu- 
merated, and say whether they are such as Christians 
can lawfully pursue. To feel pleasure in them, parti- 
cularly to desire them, and not to be disgusted with 
them after a Httle observation and experience, is to 
betray a state of heart exceedingly uncongenial with 
spiritual religion. It indicates ignorance of the tut" 
ture of Christianity. But if Christianity be professed, 
and under its stricter forms, then doeti it betray great 
and lamentable inconsistency, or dehberate and con- 
scious hypocrisy. '* The good fight of faith" is a war- 
fere maintained by the Christian's spirit and princif 
pies with the principles of the world. As the man of 
the world lives without reference to heaven, without 
any reliah for its joys, the Christian is bound to live 
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in a manner worthy of so high and glorious an ex- 
pectation, and ' to^ receive his satisfactions from so 
blessed a hope. Whatever distinguishes the world- 
ling he should avoid* and should be as fiEtr as possible 
the reverse of it. Contentedly to associate with him 
in his vain follies and amusements is to betray our 
cause into his hands, to grant a victory to our enemy. 

The attempt to unite religion and the world is vain ; 
the expectation of happiness in such a course is likis- 
wise vain, while misery must be at the end of it. 

To the fairer portion of the 'creation, to that sex 
more peculiarly exposed to the dangers of a frivolous, 
vain, uncultivated, and useless, if not a dissipated life, 
we would address warnings the most serious, and 
exhortations the most persuasive, and arguments the 
most cogent. But these are all in the subject. Let 
the subject of fashionable and popular amusements be 
really contemplated in its true character, and mothers, 
and those who have the guardianship and education of 
our daughters, will direct their most strenuous efforts 
to protect them from the fascinations of the world 
by leading them to Christ and giving them a taste 
and a relish for nobler enjoyments. Let mothers 
hear the earnest appeal with which a voice, now, alas ! 
silent in the grave, once addressed an assembly of 
fashionables, professing and calling themselves 
Christians : — '* Suffer your children to come unto 
Christ, and forbid them not; dedicate them unre- 
servedly to him to whom they owe every thing in 
time and in futurity ; ' train them up m^<^ tiMt^xn^ 



(. 
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xmd admomfioh of the Lord.' Aiid kdw is l))i» to be 
doiie i = Is it by a laborious devotion to crery ^u^^. 
ficidi accomplishnlent,-^^ systematical anraiigemeiit 
of trivial pursuits, so adjusted that it is impossible for 
reflection to force itself in between, — a determined 
sacrifice to every thing that can frivolize tmd fedsify 
the mind^— ^ habit of life that makes folly its busi- 
ness and pleasure its toS? If we can pause for a 
moment and gaze on the highly accomplished and 
highly talented femaleof t^e present day, with a risfer- 
ence not to this world, but to the next, see her form 
fluttering in meretricious exposure — ^her whole a|i^ 
pearanbe calculated to draw off all appeal from the 
mind, and fix it in the senses, her whofe soul* con- 
centred in the attempt, not to prove herself quali- 
fied to be the partner of a man of worth and sense, 
but the temporary idol of a being frivolous aift hi^p- 
self, but who, weak as he is, can ridicule, aye, and 
bitterly and grossly expose, the weakness of a woman 
who thihks to charm him by a display which in the 
females of his own family, or any female for whom 
he had a value or even a respect, would disgust and 
revolt him. Stand apart frt>m such a one for a 
moment, and ask yourselves. Is this a being for 

' whom' CJhrist died^' Has she an immortal soul'? 
"WilT she' be judged for every idle word ? Is rfie, 
with alt her cultivated intellect, ignorant of the God 
'who made and who will judge her? What time, 
what power, what wish for reflection can sudi a 

being have ? Yet there is a book -sphere it is written. 
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'•Tremlde, ye women that are at eaee;* and she 
jBajs that i|he beJieves that book, and she calls herself 
a Christjaa, Monstrotts and inreconcileable eontra- 
dictionl 

" Pa^ the bible early mto your daughter's hands ; 
charge her never to let go her bold of its pages : 
she will find there a corrective of all the evils of life, 
— « solace under its inflictions, a faithful stem de- 
tector of its lyuxg vanities. Nay, it will be a test 
of your own sincerity in this matter; it will be a 
9word to pierce through your own soul, should you 
deal deceitfully with hers. You cannot, no, you 
cannot, after diarging her to receive as the oracles 
of God that book which teaches that the adorning 
of women should not be the outward adorning of 
plaiting of hair and of putting on of appard — ^you 
cannot urge her to the excesses of feushionable inde- 
cency ; you cannot after reading to her, or with her, 
that passage where men are enjoined to treat ' the 
elder w6men as mothers, the younger as sisters with 
all purity,' you cannpt seek to reconcile her to the 
unhallowed laxity of modem freedom, as opposite to 
the. respect due to woman as to the honour due to 
God. You cannot, no, you cannot, point her with 
one hand to eternal life and with the other drag her 
to perdition. No ; the world will make you renounce 
the bible^ or the bible will make you renounce the 

world." ' , ' 
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INSTITUTIONS FOR THE BENEFIT 6F FBMALiS. 

In our number for July we introduced some obser-^ 
vations on the institutions of the metropolis designed 
for the benefit of different classes of females, and at 
the same time intimated our intention of presenting 
to our readers some account of the plans and oper« 
ations of the most important of these institutions. 
We commence our enumeration with 

THB ladies' BRITISH SOCIBTT FOR PROMOTING THB 
REFORMATION OF FEMALE PRISONERS. 

This valuable and important society originated in 
the zealous and persevering exertions of Mrs. Fry, 
whose name will descend to posterity in honourable 
association with that of " Howard the philanthropist." 
About the year 1813 Mrs. Fry was induced to visit 

* the female prisoners in Newgate, whom she found in 
a situation of indescribable wretchedness. Nearly 
300 women, some convicted of various petty crimes, 
some imder sentence of death, and otliers untried, 
were crowded together in the two wards and two 
cells now appropriated to the untried. They slept 
on the floor, at times 120 in one ward, without so 
much as a mat for bedding and many of them nearly 
naked. Here, surrounded by insufierable filth, they 
received their friends, cooked and ate their food, 
washed their garments, and kept their multitudes of 
children. Here the seeds of depravity, nourished as 
in a hot-bed, germinated with awful rapidity and 
shot forth in rank luxuriance. " In short,'.' Mrs. Fry 
observes, " they went there to have the work of cor- 
ruption completed, and subsequent examination has 
discovered to me the cases of many who had come 

to Newgate almost innocent, and who left it de- 
praved and profligate to the \«i.«X de.^^^." At that 
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time Mrs. Fry clothed many of the diildrenead some 
of the women, and read to them Bome passages, in 
the Bible ; and the willing and grateful auoiner in 
which they attended to her admonitions left upon her 
mind a strong desire to attempt moi^ far their ad« 
vantage and. a conviction that much might be done. 

In the early part of 1817 Mrs. Fry succeeded in 
establishing a sdiool for the children of the prisoners, 
and, having been joined by some other laoies, con- 
tinued for some time to labour for their improvement, 
visiting and inspecting the school every day. 

The success attending this experiment, and the 
eftmest solicitations of the female prisoners them- 
selves to be employed and instructed, encouraged 
these ladies to extend their plans ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the apparently insurmountable difficulties which 
met them at every stage of their proceedings, a com- 
mittee was at length formed, and in a short time, to 
use the coarse but just expression of one who knew 
the prison well, ** this hell upon earth" exhibited the 
i^pftearance of an industrious manufeictory, or a well 
regulated family. * 

The Ladies' British Society was formed in 1821, 
since which period the system of visitation has been 
extended by means of local associations not only to 
nearly aU the prisons of the metropolis, ' but to 
many other prisons of the united kingdom. Atten-' 
tioH to the state of female prisoners has also been 
excited in various parts of the continent df Europe. 

While the British Society avail themselves of every 
proper method of alleviating the physical wretched- 
ness of female prisoners, the great object which they 
keep steadily before them is their mbral reforinatlotL. 
Rdiigious instruction, and moral diBcap'&nft* i^tm ^« 
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principal part of their labours,' wbicb' have bee^ at- 
tended with cheering sno^eae. 

Our Iknitsr forbid a more detailed accoant ol the 
proceedings ' of the sodiety;"*^- bat we have great 
pleasure in commending it to tibe attention of our 
readers. The number who share the labour of visita- 
tion is at present disproportionately small, and the 
society is much cramped in its exertions for want of 
more liberal support, which it so justly merits. 
Happy shall we be if this brief notice should be the 
means oi sdrring up the minds of zealous Christian 
ladies to labour in this work of mercy, or of inducing 
the wealthy to devise liberal things for its support 
and extension. 



LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

No. 1. — THE HARVEST HOME. 

Fbbqu£nt allusions are made in scripture to the pro- 
ductions and phenomena of nature, which would 
seem not only to authorize the dehght we take in 
them, but even to enjoin as a duty our observatioD 
of them. Rich and varied are the lessons which ther 
Bible furnishes on these subjects. Sometimes they 
are presented to us as figures : " Lift up your eyea 
and look on the fields, for they are white already to 
harvest." Or we are led to them for instruction : 
*' Consider the lilies of the field how they grow> 
they toil not, neither do they spin, and yet 1 say unto 
you that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these." If it be permitted us, we shall, 

* Further, information respecting this valued lociety may 
be obtained of the secretaries, Mrs. Steinkopff, Savoy, Strana> 
Mi8$ Robarts, 62, Conduit Street, HttOAver Square, and IKifo 
SUxtgcB, PJtskett Cottage, East liMa,^a«eK- 
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as the seasons fulfil their coarse, read eadi month a 
lesson from the ample book of nature, and seek the 
corresponding leaf in the volume -of inspiration, 
hoping that our chapters maj not prove wholly un» 
interesting to the class of readers for whom they are 
deseed, and trusting that the constant r^erence 
to scripture may lead tiiem to look for God in all his 
works. 

Hiere is no more agreeable recreation than that of 
walking in the country, and to such of our readers as 
have it in their power we would earnestly recommend 
it. The indoor employments of females are gaierally 
of a sedentary character, and the fiascinataons of the 
pencil, the piano, and the needle, are apt to be in- 
dulged in to an extent injurious to health and oc- 
casionally to the mind also. Much has been written 
on the advantages of the exercise of walking to 
bodily and intellecl^ual health, and it is not too much 
to add that sptrituai health may likewise be advanced 
by the practice. 

Not only shaU the frame be strengthened by the 
pure air and needful exertion, the mind refreshed 
by the changeful scene, and the taste gratified by 
varied beauties, but the spirit shall rejoice in the 
wonders of creation, shall contemplate with awe the 
infinite power of God, or dwell with love upon his 
all-pervading tare and bounty. Perhaps there is no 
time more desirable than the present for a country 
ramble. The sun^s heat is moderaited, but his bril- 
liancy is scarcely lessened ; th«;e is a delightfiil fresh- 
ness in the breeze, which invigorates the body and 
imparts buo3rancy to the spirits. The trees stHl re- 
tain their foliage. The majesty of the oak, the beauty 
of ^ elm, and the grace of the beech axe ;y^^ ^^^* 
impaired. But autumn has begun to o^^icnxt ^^cissbi 
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\rith his own hues> and here and there we are made 
aensible that the work of decay has commenced. In 
idea we are retracing a lovely path but recently 
trodden and are watching the shadows of the trees 
playing on the turf beneath. Our eye now glances 
over the fields which lately stood so thick with com ; 
they have been robbed of their golden spoil : the har- 
vest has been reaped ; the barus are filled. How 
many important reflections does the sight of the 
naked land suggest ! The harvest has been reaped ; 
our prayers for " daily bread" are answered, and 
the song of thanksgiving rises to our lips : " Praise 
the Lord, oh my soul ! and forget not all his bene- 
fits/' And, whilst we continue to petition for the 
meat that perisheth, let us not neglect to seek the 
bread of life, which can sustain us through eternity. 
The harvest is reaped, the wheat is preserved, and 
the weeds have perished ; we are. taught to regard . 
the harvest as a type of that dreadful day when 
*• the Lord of the harvest" shall come. to gamer 
his wheat and burn the tares. Who can abide the 
day of his coming ? ' Who shaQ stand when he ap- 
peareth ? Those only who shall have righteousness 
imputed to them for Christ's sake. Shall we not 
then, while it is called to-day, seek this only way of 
salvation ? L. N. 



FASCINATING SNARES. 

Mankind are drawn into the pursuit of • evil, and 
secured in it, by false pretences and false expecta- 
tions. They call evil good and good evil, put dark- 
ness for light and light for darkness, bitter for sweet 
and sweet for bitter. The great adversary of the 
human family presents Ins lem^\»i^oTk& Va. i^wsua 
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adapted to fascinate and so to delude them ; and too 
often is he successful in bearing their spirits up to 
his enchanting heights. " For this purpose," as a 
powerful writer remarks, "he commonly employs 
some outward means. These he will gather for in- 
stance from the fine arts, as they are every way 
abused to worldliness and the pleasures of sin. Thus 
at one time it is a beautiful picture, at another the 
witcheries of poetry, at another the sweetness of 
melody, or the sublimity of musical composition, 
whereby he dissolves their spiritual firmness. Some- 
times, if only some sweet mazy melody softly undu- 
lating from a distance be listened to, as one sits 
musing in the soUtary chamber, his sorcery may 
provcL successful. For now, as if created by his 
mighty fiat, will a new paradise of entrancing felicity 
suddenly arise in the imagination, and the soul is 
transported into an earthly heaven, as through a veil 
suddenly rent in twain. Youthful delights, and some 
of them not the most innocent, to which we had long 
ago bid a final farewell, reappear in all their strength 
and freshness ; and forbidden gratifications, to which 
perhaps we had been for years crucified and dead, 
reinvite in their most attractive form, in their most 
captivating power of allurement. Here hang wreaths 
of that glory which fadeth away, but how honourable 
and desirable do they again seem to our imagina- 
tion ! There the merry faces of old worldly friends, 
around the loaded board of their hospitalities and 
luxuries, seem so to have revived that we even hear 
again the loud laugh pealing at the raillery or am- 
biguous witticism of their remarks ; and perhaps in 
our very solitude we are excited to join the loud 
laugh onc6 more. Are not unholy sym^^tJo^fc^ ^t^ 
sach occasions rekindled within \xa, w\d ^^^\i. \xi- 
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dulged, so as to supersede for a while all nsMsliof spk^ 
ritual things ? In such a state of mind perhaps are 
unfolded to our imagination the scenes of mirth and 
song, where the harp resounds to the dance and all 
is animation and entertainment ; or our thoughts may:- 
flit over the enchanted meads and rosy howers of 
lovely poesy, and in either manner he equally carried 
away. In a word, whatever of this world is heautiful 
^r valuable may in a moment captivate the fancy, 
enchain the thoughts, and seduce the heart. Trifling 
as such things may at first appear, a train of sins may 
commence from them ; the soul may hereby become 
untuned for converse with God and things divine, and 
the most lamentable consequences may ensue. There 
are conditions of mind that may easily befal you; 
and, when they do, you may consider it as the devil 
showing you the kingdoms of this world and the 
glory of them, in a moment of time. For this very 
reason are the musical entertainmeats of the present 
day so dangerous a snare, because they are so avail- 
able to the adversary for seducing us to dechvities 
of sensual delusion. The symphonies and melodies, 
the concerts and operas, which are the charm of the 
world, serve with him at least as a powerful spell for 
transforming the perishable and worthless glories of 
this earth into an imaginary bliss that supersedes all 
real delight in the present and prospective glory of 
Gkxl's kingdom. 

" Even real Christians of considerable experience 
have confessed that music, apostatized music, severed 
as it is from the service of God and inspired 
only by tiiie spirit of the world, has at times so- 
irresistibly fascinated them that, like persons in- 
fatuated, they have been half ready to regvet having 
"^ brought out of Egypt ajidVisLNfe ^jJfflao&X. «mt3L 
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the diildren of this world, if not their ' drunkenness, 
retellings, and such like,' yet at least their more re- 
fined and reputable aijo3nments. Can this be any 
thing less than the operation of the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now. workethin the 
children of disobedience? Music. frequently proves 
the most influential' of all the means employed by 
our great adversary ; and certainly it is one of the 
wings with which he fledges the imagination of 
human souls, that they may be carried off to those 
mountains of enchantment where the kingdoms of 
this world, and the glory of them, appear invested 
with fascinations and splendours that dissipate every 
thing like spirituality, generate false security, amuse 
with dreams of sublunary bhss, foster sensuality and 
all manner of excess, and, if Almighty grace prevent 
not, decide the soul's course to irretrievable per- 
dition." 



THE VIRGIN MARY. 

In giving insertion to an article, bearing the above 
title, in the pages of the Females' Advocate, the 
editor begs to premise that he does not suppose that 
any of his readers are among those who regard " the 
highly favoured among women" as the object of 
prayer. Many of his readers are however no doubt 
engaged in visiting the dwellings of the poor, among 
whom are to be fbtrnd those who are^ught to sup- 
plicate the help of the Virgin Mary as the " mother 
of God." To them he trusts the'following dialogue 
will be acceptable and useful, as presenting a happy 
and ingenious mode of meeting . one of the great 
errors of Romanism; 
Two incDds meetiog some wteka srnct^ \^^ C2(t^ ^ 
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Protestant and the other a Roman Catholic, the fol- 
lowing conversation took place between them :— 

Protestant, Now , where do you think 

the " blessed Virgin Mary" is at this present ? 

Catholic, Where ? Why in heaven certainly. 
. P. I agree with you. But where else do you 
suppose the Virgin Mary is ? Do you think she can 
be in many places at once ? For example, is she in 
Rome, and in London, and in heaven also ? 

C, I should think not. 

P, Why then do the Roman Catholics pray to 
the Virgin ? Is it not useless to pray to a person 
who cannot hear you ? Suppose the Virgin to be in 
Rome, then the prayers offered to her in Dublin or in 
London she cannot hear. But if, as we both agreed 
just now, the Virgin is in heaven, then she cah be 
no tokere else-r-she cannot be on any part of the 
earth, and all the prayers offered to her are useless. 
You might as well pray to the winds of heaven as to 
a person who is far from you and cannot hear. Or 
do you suppose that the Virgin Mary is in many 
places at one time ? 

C. I really cannot tell ; I have not thought about 
that. 

P, Well, then, think about it, and consider it 
now. My argument shall be plain and simple for 
you. But answer me one more question — Do you 
believe, or do the Roman Catholics generally believe, 
that the Virgin Mary is God, and thereby make four 
persons in the Goctiiead — ^the Father, the Son, the 
Holy Ghost, and the Virgin Mary? Is that your 
belief ? 

C. No ; the Catholics do not consider the Virgin 
^f&ry to be God. 

Very weU, then ; 1 rnamtam l\i».\. uoiTi^ViX. Ood 
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can be owniprewii^— that is, every where present — 
and therefore yon must «ither go so hr as /to say 
the Vu-gin is God or admit that the Virgin t^ not 
omnipresent. Neither the body nor the soul oi a 
mortal can be every where. God is in all places, but 
good men or bad, living or dead, can be only in one 
place at a time. Then let it be first decided between 
us. Is the Virgin God and omnipresent, or a saint 
created by God, and now existing by his power 
alone, in some one place — in heaven, as we suppose, 
and no where else ? Now which shall we say ? Is 
the Virgin God or not ? 

C. I suppose not. 

P, Very well ; then not omnipresent ; and, if not 
every where present, not even in tujo places present, 
but in one place alone. And I would put it to all 
Catholics to say where the Virgin is? We agree 
that she is in heaven. Others may say on earth. 
But I must maintain that unless a prayer be offered 
up in the exact place where the Virgin is she 
cannot, by any possibility, hear it. So, my friend, 
be assured that all the time occupied in praying to 
the Virgin is so much time wasted. Now what 
have you to say to all this ? Can you show me that 
it is right to pray to the Virgin Mary ? 

C. I do not know. I cannot arg^e with you. I 
am imable. 

P. Well, my friend, seriously think bn what I 
have said, and let me beg of you never again to 
offer a prayer to the Virgin, unless you are quite sure 
that the Virgin is present to hear you. — From a 
Tract entitled, ** A Friendly Struggle with Roman 
Catholics." 
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Orfffiicitl Virt tri^ 

LIKBB WBITTBN IN TBB (stPFOSBD) ITBAR FJEtOSPBCT OF 

BTBBNITY. 

** Yea, though I walk ttuough the vaUe7 of the shadow of death* I 
will fear no eTiL'*--P8ALM SS. 

Is this the valley at whose darkened shade 

I thought my spirit would be sore dismayed ? 

Where is the shade? lo ! all aioond looks kright 

And, while my soul prepares to take her fl^ht 

Effdlgeat radiance bursts upon my sight. 

*' VaSey of Achor^ perhaps thou art to some, 

Who view thee but as leading to the tomb, 

And see not Christ, triumphant o'er the grave, 

Bursting its chains, omnipotent to save. 

Valley of sweetest peace thou art to me, « 

The Christian's threshold of felicity ; 

For oh ! on high I see a cross displayed. 

Whose radiance shed around dispels all shade. ^^ 

Twas an that cross my Saviour died for me ; -^ ' 

Tis to that cross a sinful wretch I flee. 

Whene'er a doubt the tempter would suggest, v. 

The Spirit quickly lulls that doubt to rest ; ^ 

And, leaning thus upon the sinner's friend, 

The sinner's soul to heaven may ascend. ,, 

Farewell, dear friends ; eternal Joys are mine ; " ^'' 

Life, and lif^t aU, I cheerfully resign ; 

To me death's valley has no dark'nfiig clouds, 

Save that which earthly vanity enshrouds ; 

And, could I live existence o'er again, , , . 

Sure that existence would not be so vain. 

Baptized by grace, a Uving spark within 

Long time haa struggled with a load of sin ; 

And oft-times sin l^s conquered, and I cry, : 

*' Ransom sin^i captive^--Christ, to thee I fly. 

Oh ! let a Saviour's blood, a Saviour's pains, , 

Wash from my contrite soul sin's dark deep stains; ' ''. 

Grant that the triumph of Mount Calvary 

Extend to me its glorious victory*"— .«* 

Already now I feel its joys begun ; . - , 

The conflict's past : my weary race is run. .. !, ^-r j 

Wing then thy flight, my soul, to heaven with hastcC ' : 

What mtiBtfruitUm be, ii swVi Ihe cntepaet ! \ ' • 
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RECONCILIATION EFFECTBD. 

Thb following is the copy of & letter received by the 
agent of the London Female Mission whose duty it 
is tq seek the restoration of unhappy wanderers to 
thdir relatives and friends. We have great pleasure 
in laying it before our readers, as showing the prac- 
ticability and value of this department of the society's 
designs. 

T^e writer was under the care of the society for 
three weeks, but was not deemed a case for the asy- 
lum, hope being entertained that, as her friends 
were in respectable circumstances, they might, on 
hearing of her penitence, be induced to receive her 
without delay. With what success the kind offices 
of the agent were attended the letter itself will show. 

Dbar Madam, Jan. 24, 1838. 

It is with great pleasure I now take up my pen to 
write to you. I arrived home quite safe on Saturday 
evening at seven o'clock. We had a very cold jour- 
ney, and the coach got in later on account of the 
badness of the roads. My dear mother received me 
very kindly, and sends you her most grateful thanks 
for all your kindness to me. Dear madam, I hope, by 
the blessing of God, you are much better than when I 
left London, and I hope your dear little ones are much 
better : give my kind love to them. I hope you remem- 
ber me in your prayers to that God who has, through 
you, extended so much mercy to me a wicked sinner. 
Dear madam, continue to remember me in your prayers, 
for I am afraid I still set my afiections on the things 
of this world; hut I hope with the \iA"^ q^ Ca^^^x.^ 
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strive against it. Yet, dear madam, I feel mach hap- 
pier in my mind than I did when I was leading a life 
of such great sin. Oh f dear madam, when I think 
of the sinful life 1 was leading, I look hack with hor- 
ror upon it ; and when 1 tlmik of the dear friends 
who snatched me from it my heart overflows with 
gratitude to them, and to that God who has showered 
so many hlessings upon me — ^blessings which I never 
can be able to repay. Dear madam, I would not re- 
turn to that life of sin again for the wealth of the 
Indies ; for what is wealth compared with the bless- 
ing of God ? I hope he will look down with mercy 
upon me and forgive me all my sins. Dear madam, 
Mr<- * has now called and sends his kind remem- 
brance to you. He has been talking to me a great 
deal. He is very kind, and he told me any thing he 
could do for me he would with great pleasure, and 
lend me any books. I think I ought to be grateful 
to that God who has raised me up so many kind 
friends in the time of need. 

Yours gratefully, &c. 



An Address to Young Women in the Humble Walks of Life* 
Third Edition. 12mo. pp.16. Seeley & Co. 

We have two reasons for inviting the attention of oipr 
readers to this tract : one is, that the profits arising 
from its sale are to be devoted to the London Female 
Mission ; the other and principal reason is, that it is 
admirably calculated to promote one of the important 
designs of the mission — viz. the moral and spiritual 
welfare of young women. 

* The clergyman to whom she had a letter of introduction, 
And from whom the agent has aince tecdNe^di ncx^ «^ts&fa«tory 
^''formation concerning her. 
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Two editions of this tract have already been sold, 
and the recent circumstance of the two unhappy wo- 
men convicted of the dreadful crime of infanticide at 
the last Worcester assizes render the pubUcation of 
the third edition peculiarly seasonable. Well might 
Baron Gumey, when passing the awful sentence of tne 
law upon the guilty women, remark that " had the 
prisoners, when taking the first step in evil, known 
the fearful acts of crime to which that step would 
conduct them, they would have shrunk back with 
horror from it." 

It is to warn young women of these " first steps/* 
and to point out in a plain and scriptural manner how 
seriously the temporal and eternal interests of young 
women are affected by the " sin of young persons 
becoming mothers without the authority of the mar-« 
riage ceremony," that this tract is written. 

The following extract will enable our readers to 
judge of the author's mode of handling this delicate 
but increasingly important subject, and we trust they 
will do all in their power to aid the author in her 
benevolent design. 

^ To such of you as are receiving the addresses of a lover, 
and have engaged yourself to be his wife at some future time, 
-—to you I would address a few words of very particular cau-^. 
tion, because I consider your situation to be one where more 
than common warning is necessary. There are men so wick- 
ed as to endeavour to shake tlie principles of those whom 
they profess to love, who try to persuade them that if mar-» 
riage is promited, and is to take place shorUy, there is no 
sin in living as manied persons before that solemn service shall 
have been performed. But '< let no man deceive you with vain 
words." The Bible makes no such distinctions. Until you 
are wives, the word of Qod commands you to live in virgin 
purity and spotiess innocence. God accounts that woman as 
sinftil who goes to the altar having already parted with th^ 
ohattity which is an indispensable Christian ^^taoe asif ^^ 
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tears ; but habit wore away this remorse, leaving only a kind 
Oil indistinct regret, and, as she fondly loved her betrayer^ she 
experienced, at times, a mingled pleasure even in this aban- 
doned sitnaUon. Bat this was soon over. Her lover, on pretence 
•of a journey into the country, left her for ever. She soon 
afterwards heard <Mf his marriage with an agony of grief whi(^ 
few can adecpiately conceive and none describe. The callsof 
want, however, soon subdued the more distracted ebullitions 
of anguish. She had no choice left ^ all the gates of virtue 
were shut upon her, and, though she really abhoned the course, 
she was obliged to betalce herself to vice for support. Her 
next keeper possessed her person without her heart. She has 
since passed through several hands, and has found, by bitter 
experience, that the vicious, on whose generosity she is thrown, 
are devoid of all feeling but that of seS-gretification, and that 
even the wages of prostitution are reluctantly and gprudgingly 
paid. She now looks on all men as sharpers. She smiles but 
to entangle and destroy ; and, while she stimulates fondneaa, 
is intent only on the extorting of that at best poor pittance 
wtiich her necessities loudly demand. Thoughtless as she 
may seem, she is not without an idea of h^ forlorn and 
wretched situation, and she looks only to sudden death as her 
refuge, against that time when her chiurms shall ceate to alhune 
the eye of incontinence, when even the lowest haunts of in- 
famy shall be shut against her, and without a friend or a hope 
she must sink under the pressure of want and disease. 

A STARTLING CALCULATION. 
Dr. Musset states that greater numbers annually die among 
the female sex by the use of the corset than are destroyed 
among the other sex by the use of spirituous liquors in the same 
time ! It has been estimated that more than 50,000 men die 
in the United States eyery year in consequence of the immo* 
derate use of ardent spirits. For fear of being accused of ex- 
aggerathig upon this fearful subject, let it be stated that 30,000 
females die in tliis country every year in consequence of wear* 
ing corsets. Tids is doubtless below the number which should 
be set down, but makes enough to excite the attention of every 
head of a &mily and of every well-wisher of the human race. 
Thirty thousand per year . make eighty-four for every day in 
the year sacrificed at the cruel lUtar of fashion. This we 
reaian to, My h a sacrifice of life for which we know no pa- 
ralM, ^TKTVk U.'a&AJ.D. 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



INFLUENCE AND ITS POWER. 

No. 1. — PARENTAL H^PLUBNCB. 

It is a common adage that " example is more potent 
than precept/* and it is one which every day's expe- 
rience tends to justify. Its truth is indeed very gene- 
rally admitted, though it is to be feared few persons 
duly consider the power which is thus silently exerted 
by men — aye, and by women too — over the minds 
and feelings of each other. We ought unquestion- 
ably to consider our means of exerting an influence 
upon society as a talent entrusted to us by the Al- 
mighty Governor of the universe, a talent for the 
right improvement of which we are responsible. 
The influence exerted by parents over their youthful 
charge is peculiarly important, and it is impossible 
they should faithfully discharge the duty which they 
owe to God or their oflspring without maturely con- 
sidering the example which they set before them. 
*' Children read the life with eagle's eyes." They 
daily learn the lessons which conduct suggests, as 
well as those which are inculcated by direct in- 
struction. Hence the immense importance of con- 
tinual care, in the presence of a child, to show out of 
a good conduct, and chaste conversation, works in 
meekness of wisdom, and in the f ear of \)tk& \/st^« 



242 PARENTAL INFLUENCE. 

Parental discipline is a continual work> and must 
be condncted with perseverance until the child: arrives 
at the years of maturity. The faculties are opei^ed, 
expanded, and improved by gradual training, and at 
all seasons and at every opportunity pure and ubsqt 
phisticated principles should be instilled. There 
should be no false colouring nor defectiveness in the 
knowledge communicated, no inconsistencLes observar 
ble between principles and practice, but one uni£cm 
combination of truths adapted to fill the mind vi|jb 
purity and the heart with loveUness. 

It must be ma^est to every reflecting mind th^t 
early impressions are permanent. Scarcely will ag^ 
circumstance in after life eflace them. A bias &v 
good or for evil given in the days of childhood imj 
be attended in mature years with the most important 
consequenoea. Hence arises the absolute neceMitjr 
ci sowing seed of such a kind as will bear the ip<^ 
fragrant flower or the most valuable fruit. 

Bdbold the anxious mother entering upon her. io^ 
teresting'and important duty! She has thefuture^ift 
prospective, and this stimulates to the adoptioaof 
means calculated most efficiently to form the chaokOn. 
ter of her offspring. She first sets an examine wef • 
thy of imitation. The temper of mind she exhibitii 
ia flexible and even* and not perturbed by the.coiaw 
mon accidents of life. She looka to the Sov^ei^A- 
Power that regulates all human afilfUrs, and io ij) 
cottiiating circumstances she recognizes the hMid.<4 
the Lord, and wishes Im ta ^ '' ^\a^»KMNeK teeso^^ 
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el^ to be good in hk ngkt." She bmcte bfv kaiie* 
ift hm&ble adoration to her *^ Father who ia in hea^ 
pea*^ and she directs her youth^il charge to the 
same;^ Mind ahe has now to eohiTate. and to direct tho 
yoefhM en^ewera to those stores of wisdom caleo^ 
kitted most to elevate their character and to ennoUe 
tlMir -views. Books suited to these ends are placed- 
in the piqyfi's hands, and connael, adxnonilioB« and 
w«n^ig un not wanted to perfect the nian% At 
tsligth the dabns of the world eaU into activit^'the 
objects of her solieitBde, and she feels happy isK see* 
ing, as the results of her khonr, her children '' waft« 
inj^ in all the ways and ordinances of the Iiord 
blameless." 

Is this the result of every parent's care. Alaa I 
itianot* We see sometimes the children of pious 
parents alike diahonourable in their prixiciples and 
k)oae and ioBmorai in their practice* To whgt is this 
attributable ^ Too frequently may it be ascribed to 
dcfectifve training, and to t^ ezhibitioa of comduct 
unworthy of those high prineiplea which are pro- 
fessed. The bane of youtibfrd character is too often 
gonninated in &e nursery, and gatl^cvs strength and 
ripens by tbe cnkure of the psjcent. Not unfire* 
qtteiitiy are lessons of artfidaess and diq^city given 
witiiout tiiongl;^ or intestioii* A fnexid csdls at an 
hMT not t^e most eonTement. The jbx^tA shows by 
her UEHHlner, before her dbii^n, that the ftiend is 
not wselcome. She talks, afaou* the ineonveDience she 
wiU be jnpt toy and the tiresoske&Qsa o( loeccdi&Ai^iA 
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freqtiently ; but yet appfroaching her friend she bicU 
her welcome and feigns a pleasure in seeing hsr 
which she does not feel. At another season the 
mother frowns at that conduct in a child one day 
which the next occasions her to smile. She givj^ 
wliy to irritabihty and petulance one hour, and is all 
calmness and pleasantry the next. One parent will 
deceive the other, and enjoin the children to smf 
nothing about it. Falsehood is not unfirequently in- 
dulged, at the same time the practice is reprobated. 
Oh what sad, what dire effects are produced on indi- 
vidual happiness and on the moral tone of society at 
large by such influence exerted in the domestic cir- 
cle ! Can it be wondered at that there is not mora] 
stamina in youth to surmount the temptations to 
which they are exposed, or in our daughters to 
maintain correct deportment and virtuous character, 
with such lessons ? Parents, ponder well on these 
things. Weigh maturely in your minds the influence 
which you exert over the temporal and eternal weB- 
heing of your ofispring. On you may depend, and 
does depend in a very great measure, the honourable 
station your children may fill in society and the 
prospect of obtaining the jo3rs of heaven. 

It is very justly observed by Dr. Hunter. Aat 
"had the sons of EU been early habituated to; the 
wholesome restraints of piety, decency, and justice, 
they could not have become so criminal as they did, 
noY would they have perished so miserably. ' In the 
excesses which they comimXXft^ ^^ ^^"mIy see the 
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relaxed government, the careless inspection, the un- 
bounded licentiousness of their father's house. Neg^ 
Tect, in this case, occasioned the mischief. And the 
neglected field will soon be overrun with noxious 
weeds, though you sow designedly no poison in it. 
Parents, see to it that your instructions be sound, 
your deportment regular, your discipline exact. Ac- 
count nothing unimportant that affects the moral 
and religious character of your son. Precept will 
go far, example will go further, but authority mui^t 
support and enforce both the one and the other. 
You cannot indeed communicate the spirit of grace, 
but you can certainly form youth to habits of decency 
and order. Do your part, and then you may with 
confidence cast all your care upon God." 

W. L. 



LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

No. 2. — THE FALL OF THE LEAF. 

" We all do fade as a leaf." 

Wb hope that many of our readers have enjoyed as 
much as we have done some of the very lovely morn- 
ings which have brightened this Autumn. Alas ! 
that sloth should so often induce us to renounce the 
pure enjoyments of early day ! The landscape never 
appears more lovely than on these dewy mornings of 
October, when it is half shaded by the purple mist 
through which the simbeams struggle, and night ap- 
pears to be reluctantly withdrawing the veil with 
which he had curtained the earth, or, as the poet ex- 
presses it, " when day seems unable to wash out the 
stain" of darkness. Dew-drops thickly gem^ tha 
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sward and glitter on each spray, reflecting light from 
a thousand points; and bright and bri^ter shines 
increasing day, until every shadow is dispo^^sed and 
the sun-light rests on tree and flower. There is j(^- 
ousness in the breath of morning, and the spirits me 
under its influence. To God should we dedicate ^^ 
freshness of the heart. Our first thoughts shmild b0 
of his goodness, our first words those t)f pray^ir atid 
praise — upraise for mercies received, prayer ror' con* 
tinued blessings. And how needfnl is it that we who 
live but from hour to hour should each morning re^ 
new oar covenant with God and claim anew Yak Al^ 
mighty protection ! for how true do we find thC'^wxMer 
man's saving, •* We know not if^iiat a day may bring 
forth!*'' 

The unfolding of day presents us with a vivid 
type of the illumination of tiie Holy Spirit, when ham 
the darkened mind of man he chases the gloom 
of doubt and dispels the mists of error, and with a 
yet more lively image of the ri^ng of the Son of 
Righteousness on a benighted world, when he cam6 
to give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the 
remission of their sins, to give light to those that sa^ 
in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide otH^ 
feet into the way of peace, 

The progress of decay since last month is stromgl)^ 
marked, and the sway of Autumn is every where bc^ 
knowledged. 

^ 0*er broad hazel leaves his pencil mellows. 

Red as the glow that momiiig's opefifng yvwrms, '"^ 
And ash or maple 'neath his colour yellows, 
Bobbing some sunbeam of its setting charm.'' , , 

Nature is loudly preaching to us of death. £very 
tree that wears the tints of Autumn, evety blossom 
frft&ered on its stem, every le«i borne past us on the 
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breeee or silently dropping at our feetr-Hall^ all >i^eak 
to us of our own fleeting existence, " One veneration 
passeth away and another generation cometn." "Our 
days on earth are as a shadow and there is no abiding." 
"We all do fade as a leaf/' says the inq)ired volume, 
and not a day passes without p'oving to us the just- 
ness of the comparison. Some £ade in infancy, ^ 
the unfolded leaf is nipped by untimely frosts ; others 
are cut off in the day of their beauty and strength* 
as the bright summer foliage is scattered by the sud- 
den storm; whilst others, attaining to the time qf 
age, fafi as the leaves in Autumn. Here however is not 
the end of the mastter. It is indeed true that as the 
leaf we shall fade, and, returning to the dust whence 
we came, the place of our abode shall know us no 
more; but the grave must never be the bound to our 
meditations on death ; that were to overshadow life 
with a perpetual pall. We must remember always 
that beyond it hes the bright land of promise, (4 
which we through Christ are inheritors. Oh may 
we never forfeit our birthright ! but receiving Chri^ 
Jeaus into our hearts, entering in at the strait gate, 
striving heartily whilst on earth to evince our faith in 
Christ and our reconciliation through him by walking 
in the way of God's commandments and shunning 
the paths of sin, may each of us one day hear the 
blessed words, " Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord ! " 
Death is life to the Christian, and fiedth views the 
tomb but as the portal to eternal happiness. Our 
Saviour has passed before us through the dark valley, 
and to his followers the passage is no longer appalling, 
for to them is given tins all-sufficient promise, " I am 
with you always, even to the end." 
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COlTDITIOir OF WOMAN IN ALL.AGE& AJfp ,. 

COUNTRIES. . .-. J 

No. 2. PATBIAKCHAL FBMALBS. ' ' \ ' ' 

According to the principle laid down in our intiv- 
ductory article, the condition of woman in the tu^v 
and patriarchal state must have heen exceedingly 
diversified, in consequence of the heterogeneous ele- 
ments of which society was then composed. All 
homade nations — that is, all nations that are nna^ ttted 
in their habitations and mode of life, journeying 
from place to place and subsisting partly on agriool- 
ture and partly on the chase — are characterised by 
dispositions in which strange and anomalous elem^its 
arc curiously mingled. Hospitable, frank, aad cou- 
rageous, they nevertheless exhibit much of what .is 
detestable in human nature. Superstition (with its 
inseparable concomitant bigotry), pride, enyy, and 
revenge, and not unfrequently duplicity and fraud, are 
perpetually displayed both in their intercourse with 
their own neighbours and in their dealinge with 
strangers, affording in their several manifestations 
an awful comment on the language of the apoatte, 
'' The carnal mind is enmity against God." Wl^^- 
ever the name of religion has been desecrated by ^ 
association with idol worship, these odious, feabires 
have assumed their most harsh and cruel form. 
Having " changed the glory of the inconruptiUe 
God into an image made like to corruptible man, fmd 
to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things," 
they have been given up to the vilest afiecticms, 
and become hatefid themselves and haters of ope 
another. That idolatry should have been introduced 
even in the patriarchal ages is both strange and 
bumiliating. Such however was the fact. — " When 
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they knew God, they glorified him not as God, but 
became vain in their imaginations and their foolish 
heart was darkened/* and they soon transferred their 
affections to gods of their own making. The con- 
dition of woman was then debased and wretched ; 
and it is pretty eyident that she contributed her full 
fAksre to the mass of human corruption. Those 
whose names are recorded on the page of inspiration 
were, however, for the most part an exception to this 
debasement, and obtained an honourable record on 
that account ; for it must be remembered that some 
of the brightest characters that have ever aaorned 
the moral hemisphere of our world belong to the 
patriarchal ages, characters which shone with re- 
splendent lustre amid the general darkness. There 
were then men* aye, and women too, whose names will 
be held in everlasting remembrance, whose lives are 
tracked in a pathway of celestial light, and whose 
noble minds, the shadows of which are seen but 
dimly through the mist of ages, were such as to jus- 
tify this application of the pithy sentence of an- 
tiquity, ** There were giants in those days." Still, 
however, notwithstanding the existence in the pasto- 
ral ages of characters such as Moses, and Noah, and 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph, and 
Miriam, and Sarah, and Rachel, the moral light which 
gilded the homes of men was woefully circumscribed. 
These were but spots of translucid splendour gleam- 
ing in the night of death like torches in a dungeon. 

In order to form something like an accurate esti- 
mate of the condition of woman at the period re- 
ferred to, under its most favourable aspect, we cannot 
do better than refer to the account given us of 
Sarah, the wife of Abraham. There is a beautiful 
simplicity in her character, as sketched by the pen of 
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inspiratipa, not, however, free from g^eat weakndts 
9nd infirmity. Her subjection to her husbaod was 
evidently much greater than would now be palatable, 
though she is on this account eidiibited hy an inspu^d 
apostle as a pattern to Christian women : " For after 
this manner, in the old time, the holy women also 
who trusted in God adorned themselves, being in 
subjection to their owii husbands, even as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling hitn lord, whose daaghtOfs 
you are as long as vou do well." She was, how- 
ever, not the slave but the companion of her hus- 
band, the confidant of his secret and important de- 
signs, the sharer of his joys as well as of his sorrows. 
Does he apprehend any danger ? (Gen. xii. 1 1) he 
communicates his fears to her, makes her acquainted 
with his doubts and anxieties, and enlists her in bid 
projects. Does he undertake a journey, or receive a 
promise ? he immediately communicates his design 
and advertises her of Ins happmess. Throughout 
their lives, notwithstanding some sad causes of vexa- 
tion, there seems to have been an entire reciprocity 
of feehng, an harmonious union of interest and 
affections, while the will of the one was the dipt^m 
of the other. Gen. xvi. 

Let ufi not forget, however, when viewing womtei 
thus placed but " a little lower than the angels," and 
occupying her proper and legitimate station, that the 
characters by whom she was thus exalted were not 
men of the world : they had come out from the sur- 
rounding iniquity and were separate, and by the 
overshadowing influence of divinity their evil pas- 
sions were subdued and they weie brought into con- 
formity to the character of God himself. Wher- 
ever this was not the case in the early ages there was 
uothing in the habits of society to preserve from tte 



deepest oppression, and the most humiliating debase- 
ttent, the wives and the daughters of men. In this 

• respect the general condition of femaks where the 
light of the goepd has been even partially shed is 

' i^nquestionably raised to an immeasurable supemrily* 



THE REFUGB. 

Wb lately visited a fiashionabk watering place, and 
whfle walking on the pier with a friend he directed 
our attention to the harbour, its cost, extent, useful- 
ness, &c. He spoke of it as one of the finest in the 
world, in which ships of all nations might be seen in 
stormy weather resting side by side in perfect secu- 
rity. We listened with attention and rejoiced that 
the hardy marine could find a refuge from the storm 
on the shores of old England. 

On the foUo#ing day we set out to view the sur- 
ronading country, but had not proceeded far b^bre 
-4he appearance of the heavens reminded us that the 
traveller, as well as the manner, was exposed to dan- 
^ger and needed shelter. We were in an exposed 
flstuMion, at a distance from home, among strangers, 
and no habitation apparently near ; but we were mis- 
taken in this last surmise, for the sudden turn of the 
rdad revealed to us at a short distance a lowly dwell- 
ing. We hastened to avail oursdves of its friendly 
shelter, and amidst the loud pealing thunder, the 
vivid lightning, and the heavy rain, rejoiced that a 
traveller, though a stranger, could find a refuge from 
a storm and true English hospitality. On returning 
home to our duties, we had an earnest application 
made on behalf of « young woman who had wan- 
dered from the paths of virtue. Her history was 
brief but affecting : t^e was the g^sM oi Y^Mii^ 
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parents, brought up in a Sabbath school, ia w)»6& 
she iras afterwardB a teadier ; but at this* period Afe 
lost both her parents. A young man paid his ad^ 
dresses to her, and betrayed the affection he had^to^ 
successfully won ; they lived together as man and wife 
until the ship to which he belonged was ordered ifo 
foreign service. Being then deserted by him, wfth- 
out friends who would protect her, and without a 
character, she at length went upon the streets ; bM, 
finding the way of transgressors to be hard, she now 
sought shelter in a penitentiary. Into that house of 
mercy she was received ; apd as we have visited its 
inmates and seen them listening with fixed attention 
to the gospel of peace and salvation, as we have 
heard them singing the high praises of Jehovah and 
witnessed in many eyes the ghstening tear of sorrow 
occasioned by the remembrance of their former sins, 
we could not help indulging the hop^ that this pooi^ 
wanderer might be brought to that godly sorrow 
which worketh repentance unto salvation not to be 
repented of, and we rejoiced that among the varied 
forms of Christian benevolence the penitent outcast 
was provided with a refuge. Christian reader, these 
institutions need your help. Hundreds who have 
tasted the bitterness of that cup of sorrow which is 
invariably put into the hands of those females .whb 
forsake the paths of virtue are now anxious to obtain 
a refuge. It is a mistake to suppose that all who 
walk our streets, ensnaring our youth and spreading 
a moral contagion more deadly than the plague over 
our towns and cities, are so hardened in crime an to 
be beyond the reach of Christian effort. Open thjEf 
doors of our asylums, and they gladly come, thoogh 
aware that their condition in tibese asylums is on 
many respects no better tY^axi tbst of frisonenv 
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TWy mufit give up for a time their liberty ; they must 
submit to restraint and discipline; their fare is homely^ 
and their etmplo3anent constant ; yet many are beg* 
ging. for admission, that by this means they may onoe 
more be restored to yirtuous society and pat in a way 
of obtaining their livdihood by. humble industry. 

Let but the hand of Christian liberality be opened, 
and many a wretched heart will be made glad« while 
the blessing <^ those who are ready to perish will 
descend, s(^ as the gentle dew and refreshing as the 
showers that water the earth. 



GOD'S MESSAGE IN THE THUNDER-STORM. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF '* FUTURITY," &C. 

For " The Female^ Advocate:* 

Thb voice of the thunder was heard firom on high, 

The lightning gleamed luridly through the dark sky^ 

Asa destitute female hent under the storm, 

And eokl blew the wind on her delicate form. 

'Mid the warfare of elements was there no shed, 

Kq facoDDe in the city to shelter her head ? 

The morning bad seen her in gaudy array 

Go forth wiSi a partner of guilt on her way. 

Her spirit g^w fahit as the heavens did frown, 

And the Angel of wrath tnsm the skies looked down. 

Her gvilty companion fell prostnte--as dead. 

While branded like Cain from her Maker she fled. 

She fled through the tempest in horror and fear. 

She dreamed in her terror that judgment was near; 

She wished that her own native mountains could fkll. 

And carer. her shame and her anguish from all. 

Bat where could she turn her a refuge to gaia 

From the Lord she rejected — the Lunb that was slain T 

The lightning flashed round her, the thunders rolled o'er. 

As fluting she sank at a lone widow's door. 

The widow was aged, the widow was poor. 

But slie felt both the evil of 0in and its cunt *, 
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She longed the lost sheep for the shepherd to win. 

And she took the poor desolate wanderer in. 

The tempest had passed with the night-clouds away^ , 

When the penitent rose at the dawnhig of day ; 

The pathway to home all heart^hroken she trod^ 

Forgiveness to seek fit)m her parent and Qod. 

Her kind aged parent repetved her and vrept; 

Her God proved he mercy fur thousands hiad kept. 

The moment that ft-eed her from Satan's control 

Brought death to her body, — bnt life to her soul. 

Consumption had stamped its dread seal on her breast y ■ 

But calm was her passage, and sweet was her rest, 

And joyful she welcomed die hour that should bring 

Her justified soul to its Saviour and King. 

N. B. — ^The above is strictly fact ; but some of the particu- 
lars have been onutted from apprehension of too fax intruding 
on the valuable pages of the Females' Advocate. 




SCRIPTURE STUDIES. 

No. 2.— THE CHRISTIAN CALLING. 

Aft while we were yet enemies Christ died for us, so 
while yet tmconverted he calls us to forsake oiur 
wicked ways, our unnghteous thoughts, and return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon us, Imd 
to oar God, for he wiU ahundantly pardon (Isa. Iv. 7). 
But alas ! of how many must Crod complain, " when 
I called, you did not answer ; when I spoke, you did 
not hear" (Isa. Ixv. 12), yea, " they re/ktse to hcar^ 
(Jer. xiii. 10). 

"The hearing ear and the seeing eye the Lord 
hath made, even both of them " (Prov. xx; 12). 
•' My ear hast thou opened " (Ps. xl. 6), is tJic 
grateful acknowledgment of every one to whom the 
call of the Lord has become effectual. None but ** be 
who is bom of Grod heareth God's words " (J<^m 
u. 47). 



THB CBRtSTlAK CAZXINO. 355 

This calling is not vouchsafed to ahy cm letccotUit 
of any thing good in them ; ** he called ns with a 
holy calling, not according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" 
(2 Tim. i, 9) ; it is ** out of darkness" he calls us 
into his " marvellous light " (1 Peter ii. 9). 

Nor was this gracious call confined to the Lord's 
ancient people. " Not of the Jews only, but also of 
the Gentiles ; as he saith also in Osea, I will call 
those my people who were not my people, and her 
beloved who was not beloved" (Rom. ix. 24, 25). 
Aud whoever obeys this call receives " remission of 
sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the pro- 
mise is unto you and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off; even as many as the Lord our God 
shaU call " (Acts ii. 38, 39). 

IN RSLATION TO GOD. 

Who can describe the blessedness of this calling ? 
for " whom he called, them he also justified ; fund 
whom he justified, them he also glonfied" (Rom. 
viii. 30) ; not with an earthly glory, for " he calls 
you by our gospel to the obtaining of the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. ii. 14); nor is this 
for a time only, for " the Grod of all grace hath called 
us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus " (1 Peter 
V. 10). 

Not only hath he called us " unto the fellowship 
of his Son " (1 Cor. i. 9), but he calleth us by his 
own name (2 Chron. vii. 14 ; Jer. xv. 16), *' children 
of the living God " (Rom. ix. 26). It is also an 
individual call« ** I have called thee by name ; thou art 
mine" (Isa. xliii. 1). "Behold liien what manner 
of love is this, that we should be called tlv& «»ix^ ^S. 



^ 
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God" (1 Johniii. 1), and how "blessed are those 
who are called unto the marriage sapper of tl|e 
tiamb " (Rev. xix. 9). 

WITH RBSPBCT TO THB BBBTHBBN. 

We are called to union and to the mutual enjoy*. 
Bient of Christian privileges : " Let the peace of God 
role in your hearts, to which also you are called 
in one body (Col. iii. 15). "For we being many 
are one body in Christ, and every one members one 
of another" (Rom. xii. 5). We are called to the 
most entire fellowship with each other ; for " there 
is one body and one spirit, even as you are called in 
one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all" (Eph. iv. 4, 5, 6). 

WITH REGARD TO OUR PERSONAL PRIVILEGES. 

We are called " unto holiness " (1 Thess. iy. 7) ; 
" to be saints " (Rom. i. 7); to Kberty (Gal. v. 13). 
even ** the glorious liberty of the children of Grod " 
{Rom, viii. 21), who hath called us to peace (1 Cor. 
vii. 15), to glory and virtue (2 Peter i. 3), to patience 
in suffering wrongfully (1 Peter ii. 20, 21), " not 
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing, but con- 
trariwise blessmg, knowing that you are thereunto 
called " (1 Pet. iii. 9). Therefore " be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation, as he who hath called you 
is holy" 1 Pet. i. 15). "And they shall call them 
the holy people, the redeemed of the Lord ; and thou 
shalt be call^. Sought out, A city not forsaken" (Isa. 
hdi. 12). Christ "is not ashamed to call them 
brethren" (Heb. ii. 11), and friends (John xv, 15). 
And he will give them " the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, that 
?7 may be called trees of righteousness, the 



planling of the Lord, that he may ]i>e glorified", 
(Isa. Ixu. 3). : , ^ ,1 

Obey the call of the Lord : " See that you refuge 
not him that speaketh " (Heb. xii. 25), lest you fail of 
that ** eternal salvation " of whioh Christ is the 
author unto all those that obey him (Heb.. t:*9). 
But while it is said to day, " to day if you will heir 
his voice harden not your hearts " (Heb. iii. 15), lost 
he should say unto you also, " Because I have c^ed, 
and ye refused, I will also laugh at your calamitjf^ 
I will mock when your fear cometh" (Prov. i. 24, 2^. 

But if we are " partakers of the heavenly calling'^ 
(Heb. iii. 1), " let us walk worthy of the vocatioft 
wherewith we are called, with all lowliness and meek* 
ness" (Eph. iv. 1), "pressing towards the mark for 
the prize of our high calling of Grod in Christ Jesad" 
(Phil. iii. 14), ** that we may know what is the hope 
of his calling " (Eph. i.' 18), giving all diligence to 
make our calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1. 10) ; 
and *' praying always " for each other and for our- 
selves, ** that God would count us worthy of this 
calling, and fulfil in us all the good pleasure of his 
goodness and the work of faith with power (2 Thess. 

i. 11). 

'' Faithful is he that calleth you, who also wiU do 
it " (1 Thess. v. 24) ! Amen ! 

RUHAMAH. 

MATERNAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

£The following translation of a letter kindly furnished as by 
the Secretary of the Central Maternal Association of London, 
will be read, we doubt not, with great interest by most of oar 
readers.] 

Lausanne, Sept. 30th, 1 83.8. 

Madam and very dear Sister in Christ, 

It is with a lively feeling of gratitude towards God, 
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and love towards yourself, thtft we have recwved tjbe 
good letter which you have been so kind as to wpte 
to us on tbe subject of Maternal AssooiatioDs. The 
communion of saints gives us ali^ady a fraretaste of 
eteiiial joys. We are happy in thinking that pur ^eaf 
sisters of England think of us when they bow 4he 
knee b^re our Heavenly Father. From the good- 
niess of God we wait for tibe blessings that you have 
solicited for us and our children^ and we can even 
now say with thanksgiving that we have already fdt 
their effects, for it is perhaps to your prayers that we 
have been indebted for the first and earnest desire 
that some amongst us have experienced of love and 
of reunion, of spiritual prayers for our dearly beloved 
children. We desire also that the feeble requests 
that we present to God for you and yours mHy be 
heard, and that your country, already so richly blessed, 
may see every year the kingdom of our good Saviour 
extend itself, and that in your families may be found 
an abundant harvest for the granaries of our heaven^ 
Father. If, we have suffered so much time to pass 
before we have thanked you for your good letter, it 
is that we have desired to have some interesting do-' 
tails to communicate to you, but in small beginnings 
we must walk by faith, rather than by sight. Not- 
withstanding, thanks to the great mercy of our God, 
we can say that he has not left us without witness of 
his love and approbation. We feel when we are as- 
sembled that he is in the midst of us, and we are 
confident that the grain of mustard seed that he has 
sown will become a great tree. In our little Canton 
of Vaud many associations are already formed; Neuf- 
chatel and Greneva begin also to feel the want of this 
new assistance. In the number of our little assoda- 
tiODS many children have passed from death unto li£^ 
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Imt aknost all have finished their journey here below^ 
We have had in one of our associations in the ooim- 
try a r^>ort which has moved and interested us greatly. 
My siBter« the wife of one of the pastors of the vil- 
kge, ttaited every Sunday, conjointly with another 
lady* some iemales frcmi the congregation to instruct 
them in the duties of mothers of famihes, reading the 
word <ff God, and paying with them. One of thes^ 
womesk^ the mother of an only daughter, taught by 
the H<^y Spirit often edifies the meeting by her re- 
flections fiill of wisdom, and by the fervent prayers 
^^ch she presents to Grod. The tender Father, whose 
views are so difierent from ours, thought it right to 
ti^e from her this only daughter, her all, her treasure. 
She was the only person who could understand it at 
her house, as her husband has not yet received a neW 
heart. After this great loss the poor woman had the 
oom'age to come to the first meeting, and at this time 
with all seriousness and gravity, which gave con- 
vincing proof that her heart was in earnest, she ex« 
horted the other mothers, showing them if it is 
possible all the importance and extent of their duties 
and the frailty of the life of those beings of whom 
they too often make idols. "Take care," said she, "to 
bring up your children for God,^kad not for yourselves ; 
Hfe flies away ; eternity approaches. God has been just 
and good in taking my daughter from me. I thought 
I had founded my happiness on God, and I had founded 
it on her." These words were the more remarkable 
from the mouth of this woman, as she was a model of 
a Christian mother, and had received no other instruc- 
tion than what she had drawn from the word of God. 
We thank you much, deaf madam, for the tracts 
which you have sent us. One of them has been tran- 
^ated, and we hope that it will make thi& ^r^\V 
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known to a much greater number of mothers of 
families. We desire much to establish here a giMt 
number of schools for poor women ; we thmk tliA 
this would be a powerful means of advancmj^ the 
kingdom of God, but there are yet many difficulties 
in the way. We ask of you the union of your 
prayers, dear friends in England, that Grod would 
give the will and the power to those who ought to 
teach, and those who are to hear. We shall be very 
grateftd if you will again make us partakers of your 
hght and experience ; the expression of your Chris- 
tian affection will always be very precious to us : we 
commend ourselves to your Christian remembrance, 
and we pray God and our common Saviour to enrich 
you more and more with all his blessings, so that an 
abundant shower of spiritual gifts may fall on you 
and on your children, to the glory of his holy name. 
Will you receive, dear sister, for yourself, and for all 
your dear friends, the expression of our love in Christ ; 
that you may be blessed in him is the desire and 
prayer of your affectionate sisters of the association 
at Lausanne. 

In the name of many, 

S. Vallkuez. 

HOW TO RUIN A SON. 

1 . Let him have his own way. 

2. Allow him the free use of monev. 

3. Suffer him to rove where he pleases on the 
Sabbath. 

4. Give him free access to wicked companions. 

5. Call him to no account for his evenings. 

6. Furnish him with no stated. emplo)nnent. 

7. Let him go to the theati'e. 
Parsue any one of theae 'wav^, «ja.d you will expe- 

a most remarkable de\iNer«Mi^ w ^^m -^^ 
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have to mourn over a debased and ruined child. 
Thousands have realized the sad result and have gone 
mourning to the grave. 



Original 9irtttp» 



A mother's prater. 

Great source of all my comforts herc^ 

My solace when in care, 
In mercy lend a gracious ear 

To this— a mother's prayer. 

For the dear gifts thy hand has given 

I supplicating bow, 
Those loans of love to rear for heaven, 

For them I wrestle now. 

I will not ask that they may grow 
Richer in this world's wealth ; 

I will not ask thee to bcatow 
Uninterrupted health. 

All this I leave, for thou know'st best 
How much of these they need ; 

The sparrow is a daily test 
Thy hand tvUl ever feed. 

But I will ask unbounded store, 

A privilege divine, 
That whether they be rich or poor 

They may be truly thine. 

Yes, thine alone, thine every day, 

E'en from this very hour, 
Thine when this life shall fkde away, 

Thine, Lord, for evermore. 



\ 
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Xntf (licence Sepatttntntj 



MATERNAL SOCIETIES. 

Neto York City Maternal Association, — At the 20th anni- 
versary of this Society, held 28th Feb. 1838, it was stated thai 
the Society commenced with only seven mothers from four 
different churches, and that now it embraces twenty-eight 
distinct Societies, which have been formed in the different 
churches in the city, varying in the number of their members 
ttom twelve to sixty-seven, naaking in all about twelve Aun- 
dred mothers, 

London to be equal to New York, with seven times her 
population, should have 196 associations, and 8,400' memb^«, 
and it is questionable whether there be twenty associations : 
we know of only ten, with less than 200 members. 

Maternal Associations have recently been formed in 
Shreioshury, Caemarvony Bangor, and Holyhead, The 2>i<&- 
lin Maternal Society ^ whi(^ sprang out of a female prayer 
meeting commenced in 1828, ^ at present from thirty to 
forty members, who find thdr meetings very profitable. A 
Branch Association has lately been formed in connection with 
this Society in Dublin. 

FEMALE MISSIONS. 

Irish Female Mission. — This Society has been recently 
formed. It has two female agents already employed. The 
Society is divided into the following departments: — 

Fallen WomerCs Department, with a committee of seven 
ladies, drawn chiefiy from the eommittee of four penitentiaries- 
in Dublin. They have appointed a sub-committee to meet 
twice a week to give counsel to all such women as desire to 
forsake their sinful course. 

Maternal Department, with a committee of nine ladies, 
embracing the directress and secretary of the Dublin Maternal 
Society and the directress of the branch association recently 
organized. The design of this depaxtment is to carry to mo- 
thers in the middle and lower raoks of life such information 
«s may assist in regulating their household and training their 
offspring. The parties presiding at these maternal meetings 
are inarried ladies, whose piety, experience, and general com«* 
petency, St tbem in the jadgxnent of the committee for such 
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Y(mng Women's Depa/ytment, with a committee of nine 
ladies . The design of ^lis department is to occupy the minds 
and leisure time of young women of good character profitably, 
that thus they may be preserved from the snares laid for them 
and be so trained as to become a blessing to their generation. 
The means taken fbr their improrement are, — convening them 
weekly in small companies fbr instruction, and lending them 
suitable tracts and books to read. It is proposed to establish 
a series of public lectures on useful subjects for .the benefit of 
young women. The following amongst other means are taken 
to promote their usefulness : engaging those who are qualified 
in Sabbath school teaching, in tract distributing, in visiting 
sick and infirm females, in teaching women and girls to read 
and the latter to sew, &c 

GvrU^ Department^ with a committee of eight ladies. This 
department is Intended as an awuUary to the fhmily and 
Sti^bath school, for the purpose of imparting such informa* 
tion as may be of practical benefit in passing through life. 

Mbrarjf and Tract Department ^ with a conmiittee of two 
ladies, for the purpose of regulating all that relates to the 
books and tracts of the Mission. 



FEMALES* HOMES. 

The Dublin Protestant Servants* Home and Registry, 
and the Dublin Females* Home and Registry for all de- 
nornhMtfons, have b^n- recently formed. Admission into the 
former is confined to Protestants : the latter is open to all. 
The rules of both, with the forenamed exception, are those 
of the Central Servants' Home and Registry in London, with 
which they correspond. 

The Dublin Providence Home has been recently established 
for the purpose of receiving virtuous females, from fourteen to 
thirty-five years of age, who having lost one or both parents, 
or ftom other providential circumstances, are without employ- 
ment and without support, giving them temporary homes with 
eiaployment, and ultimately providing them vrith situations, 
thus reicuing them from the strong temptations under which 
so aumy have fiUJen and entered upon a course of vice for the 
sake of bread. Surely prevention is better than cure ! Would 
timt such asylums were greatly and speedily multiplied ; they 
would go far towards rendering our Penitentkries unneces- 
aaiy, ai^ prevent a large amount oC a\d£exVDtg. *tVki^ ^a'd^^sav 
Temale Mission have had some most BataaCaAtATj lesraNXA ^x^srq. 
this department of their labours, and dou\>t not^^X^iJoia'^'^^^ 
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lin committee will speedily share with them in the joy of se^g 
many a deserving and industrions female made comfortable and 
happy, and placed in a situation to obtain an honest liylng. 



THE LITTLE LAMPS. 
Whether in a dream or a reverie, it is needless to say I be- 
held in my thoughts^ upon my bed, the following vision : I 
looked and I saw five lamps burning upon the table. A shin- 
ing one said to me, '' Keep these lamps in readiness, nntfl I 
come for them/' As there were so many, I was kept busily 
employed, trimming this one, supplying that one, and screen- 
ing the other from the wind. Yet it was a pleasant task, wad 
I was glad to see that they were all bright when the messenn 
ger returned. Then I looked at what had hitherto escaped 
my attention, and saw that on each of them there was a name 
written, which were the names of the children of my o«wn 
fEunily ! O! that I may remember the vision, and carefully 
tend these little lamps, that they may be brightly burning 
when the Master shall call for them. 

American Journal. 



LETTER-WRITERS. 

Some there are, whose labours might be spared. Tliey iUl 
the first page with ax)ologies for not having answered me 
earlier: this is worse than ^eir silence. The next thing is^ 
to echo every circumstance I have related for their amuse- 
ment ; and their sentences, one after the other, set out with, 
" Your account of " — " How delighted you must have been 
when" — ** I envy the journey you had from" — " As you ob- 
serve, the climate must be" — and so on, to the end of th^ 
chapter ; and this they call answering me ! Then foUow lov^ 
ing remembrances from all the family, severally and coUeo- 
tively. And they finish with another apology, fiar more rei^ 
sonable than the first, for having " troubled me with fl» 
much nonsense." There are others who fly off into the oppo- 
site extreme. To execute something worthy of being sent a- 
cross the channel, and of the postage, they tease thdr bnliis 
^r a At subject; ponder on the best things that may be said 

opon it, and send you, not a\etteT,bu^ «ii iDLtolerable essay. 

— ^ew York Mirror, 



THE FEMALES' ADVOCATE. 



THE ADVENT OF CHRIST AN INCENTIVE TO 
CHRISTIAN EXERTION. 

That was an auspicions day that ushered mto this 
fallen world the Lord of heaven! Well might the 
angelic host shout forth in lofty strains, when deity 
assumed humanity, " Glory to God in the highest, 
on earth peace and good-wiU amongst men." Angels 
alone were conscious of the amazing condescension 
of Jesus, and their eyes gazed with rapture upon the 
scene ! Though the morning stars sang together, 
and the Almighty Creator of the universe lay in a 
manger wrapt in swaddling bands* yet man, guilty 
and fallen man, was ignorant of his redemption, 
which lay in embryo in this child of promise. Good 
old Simeon, receiving a ray of heavenly illumination, 
and looking with prophetic vision through the vista 
of future ages, clasped the holy child in his arms, and 
elevating his heart to heaven, said, " Lord, now let- 
test thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word : for mine eyes have seen thy salVation, which 
thou hast prepared before the fiace of all people : a 
light to lighten the Grentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel." '^ 

A mantle of impenetrable darkness shrouded the^ 
minds of all men, and acts of rebellion foid moral* 
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turpitude were perpetrated with avidity against the 
laws and the authority of heayen. The whole imagi- 
. nation of the thoughts of men's hearts was evil and 
that continually. No desire emanated from any 
portion of the human family to induce the great 
errand of mercy on which the Saviour came. No 
compunctions of soul; no hitter lamentationB for 
sin ; no entreaties ascended to the lofty throne of the 
great Eternal for salvation; no fear of coming 
judgment ; no lessons had been learnt from past dis- 
pensations, though there was chronicled in inspired 
truth sufficient to awe to obedience, and to allure to 
love ! AU the inhabitants were hurrying on to des- 
truction, and the fiat of heaven would have hurled 
them into one eternal mausoleum, there to sufier the 
penalty due to offended justice, had not mercy int^- 
posed. But, behold, a star appears, ushered in by 
infinite mercy! It is the dawning of a spiritual 
day ! God compassionated a guilty world, and ikfi- 
MTE LOVB winged its way through the unbounded 
space to rescue immortal spirits from destruction. 
" Lo I come," is the emphatic enunciation, ** I de- 
light to do thy will, O God." 

i There could be no inducement in a guilty world 
for God to love it, or to stretch out his arm to rescue 
any of its inhabitants from perdition. But the love 
of God is not to be estimated after the manner of 
men : it emanated from his own eternal mind> aiid 
tjjiiis globe was destined to become the theatre for its 
exhibition.. To all mankind the overtures of meccy 
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and love are made. Every immortal soul is invited 
to ** come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price." If Grod so loved us, how mtic^^ought 
we to love one another. 

The mind at this* season of the year insensibly re-* 
verts to the scenes of Bethlehem, and from that ex- 
hibition of Ixmndless love to unworthy and polluted 
man, draws powerful motives for Christian exertion on 
behalf of the fallen, and of all those that are '* ready 
to perish." MiUiona are now " under the yoke of 
bondage to Satan," and are his willing votaries. No 
class of persons is beneath the Christian's care, nor 
should any portion of the human family escape his 
sympathy and his love. The most degraded and 
abandoned, the vilest transgressor against the laws 
of man and of God, the immoral, the profane — the 
thief, the prostitute, the idolater, and the savage, all, 
alii present powerful claims on the untiring perse- 
verance of the Christian mind. Since God has con- 
descended to reveal laws for the moral government 
of the world, and since it is a plain and incontroverti- 
ble fact, that a strict regard to those laws will elevate 
man in the scale of being, and atiPord him plenary 
enjoyment amidst the sorrows of mortality, it ought 
to become a serious consideration with every renewed 
mind, how he can bring his fellow-creatures to re- 
vere and obey them. God is not reverently in aU the 
thoughts of men, and this is the reason why iniquity 
abdunds : but diffuse the mind of the great Eternal 
•throughout the universe, and you chase away tbl^ ^- 
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ments of strife and sin, and give an impetus to un- 
sophisticated pleasure. The islands of Polynesia 
abundantly attest this fact ; and the amazing success 
that has attended the persevering efibrts of mission* 
ary enterprise, is abundantly sufficient to urge more 
assiduously to ** work while it is called to-day/' 

The duty of the Christian is dear and indubitable, 
to he up and doing the will of the Lord, That will is, 
rescue from perdition, as far as hwnan instrumentality 
will go, and lead penitent sinners to the babe of 
Bethlehem — ^the Saviour of the world. There is a 
vast work to be performed. Thousands, yea, mil- 
lions of the human family, within the reach of 
Christian effort, are totally indifferent about " the 
things which make for their everlasting peace." No 
persons present more powerful claims than those who 
have deviated from the paths of virtue : and no class 
has been by many Christians so totally left to perish 
in their hapless state, without sympathy on their 
behalf, or an effort being made to reclaim them. 
Christians ! pity, O pity them ! they are indeed fal- 
len. O let the same compassion and love which 
animated the heart of the incarnate Saviour, animate 
your soul. Go, fired with zeal for their salvation, 
seek out all you can, and endeavour to shelter them 
from eternal death ! Ministers should stimulate their 
flocks, parents their children, and Christians each 
other, to make bold and daring aggressions on Satai^'js 
power and dominion. Rouse! rouse the spiritual tor-. 
por of man, ye who have tasted the sweetness c^ 
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sovereign grace, and felt the flame of divine love I 
Enter with all your heart and soul into that work of 
mercy which was begun at the incarnation of the 
Saviour. Freely you have received, freely you are 
required to give. 

Survey again the 8cen€& of Bethlehem, and weigh 
well the tircwmztances oli Immanuel. He chose that 
state which was best calculated for his mission of 
mercy, and to serve as a pattern to his faithful be- 
lievers. Had money or grandeur been important to 
establish his kingdom in the world, these he would 
have commanded, and have rendered subservient to 
hb purpose. But no, the most important auxiliary 
was mind^ and his own pure and immaculate mind 
powerfully convulsed the consciences of men. Here 
then the Christian, high or low, rich or poor, is left 
without excuse. Money will not tell upon the guilty 
conscience, but the employment of mind wiU mani- 
festly plead, persuade, and urge the hardened sinner 
** to consider the error of his way." Mind is all-im- 
portant, and it ought to be vigorously employed for 
the moral and spiritual benefit of man, and for the 
glory of God. Where mihd is not estimated, how low 
a value must be set on any benevolent enterprise. The 
annual value may be only 5/., 10/., 50/., or 100/. 
How insignificant compared -to the efibrts. of one 
devoted humble Christian whose whole powers of 
intellect and heart are dedicated to the service of the 
Lord ! A Christian may, tltirough God's grace, be 
the instrament of leading many 80\dA to ** ^ox^ « \scl- 
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AMUSEMENTS. 
(dmeUidecL) 

" It is always," says Mrs. Hannah More, " an evft 
symptom when professedly religious people are oofiu 
tending for a little more of this amusement, aaid 
pleading for a little extension of that gratifioaticiili 
and fighting to hedge in a Httk more territory to 
their pleasure-ground. — ^Little do they think thiit 
they are thus exhibiting a kind of evidence againsl 
themselves, that they are not yet renewed in the 
spirit of their minds." But our youthful readers 
who have followed us thus far in our lucubrations 
are perhaps considering whether, if religion requires 
them to abandon the amusements and pleasures of 
the world, it has any of its own to compensate for 
the sacrifice which it demands. Are Christians to 
have no pleasures ? Is recreation farbidden to them ? 
These are very interesting and important questions, 
and we are persuaded they may be answered satis* 
factorily. The ways of true wisdom " are ways of 
pleasantness, and cdl her paths are peace." 

To those who have entered into our views, and 
imbibed the spirit which has breathed through the^t 
essays, we say " you sacrifice indeed, but it is only 
that you may enjoy ; you relinquish vanity, and you 
escape vexation of spirit. But it is not a mere nega« 
tive advantage that you derive, — ^you enjoy a real, ft 
positive good. 

If you had no other pleasures than those whidi 
flow immediately from rehgion, you would never to* 
gret those you had abandoned for her sake. ReH* 
gion has satisfactions of her own ; a joy unspeidt- 
able and full of glory — a peace whieh passet^ 
all iznderstanding^— a blessed hope full of imm<tf<^ 
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You may well turn away your eyes from beholding 
the vanity of such a world as the present. For lo ! 
before the eye of your faith floats a happy island of 
the blessed; — ^behold the light of its surpassing 
giories ! — ^listeii to its sounds of sweetest melody. 
Beauty reposes in all its rich luxuriant scenery. 
Pure religion and benevolence reign in all its familieSi 
und sfaed into every heart a moral gladness, uniting 
the whole society in one rejoicing sympathy with 
each other, and the beneficent Father of them all. 
There pain and mortality are unknown; and see, 
they beckon you to come, they hang out signals of 
Wfslcome to invite your approach. O keep that 
bright world in view, and this earthly scene will lose 
all its attractions and all its power. If we de- 
prive you of one kind of excitement, we furnish you 
with another and a better. If we take from you the 
society which would degrade and destroy you, we 
introduce you to an innumerable company of angels. 
If we would allure you from the vain follies of earth, 
we supplant them with the charms of heavenly truth. 
If we shut against you the theatres of human folly 
and crime, we open before you the solemn drama of 
Providence, and the wondrous scenes that shall burst 
upon your astonished souls, when that drama shall 
close and introduce you to a new heaven and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. In imagina- 
tion you already behold the glorious appearance of 
the supreme Judge, — ^the solemn state of his majestic 
person, the splendid pomp of his magnificent and in- 
numerable retinue, the obsequious throng of glorious 
celestials doing homage to their eternal King, — the 
swift flight of his royal guards sent forth to gather 
the elect, and covering the face of the heavens with 
their spreading wings, — ^the universal silent attention 
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of an to diat lond-somidiiig trmnpet that shakes the 
pillars of the world, pierces the secret caverns of ^e 
earth, and resounds from every part of the encir- 
cling heavens to countless myriads of joyfiil ex- 
pectants, rising, changing, puttmg on glory, talm^ 
wing, and contending upwards to jom themaehres 
to the trimnphant heavenly host, — the judgment-seat, 
the books opened, the frightfdl amazed looks of goilty 
multitudes, the equal administration of tiie final judg- 
ment, the adjudication of all to their etemai state, 
the heavens rolled up as a scroll, the earth and all 
things therein consumed. 

In addition to the enjoyments which arise directly 
from spiritual and etemai things, there are pleasures 
arising out of the constitution of our nature, and 
appropriate to our present condition, which religion 
permits and sanctifies. Religion takes nothing from us 
that is worth retaining ; bmdes the exquisite enjoy- 
ments of devotion, there are those v^di spring frxnn 
the love of natural scenery, from the cultivation of a 
literary taste, from the lighter branches of science, 
the fine arts, from the exercise of benevolence, from 
the intercourse of friendship, and many other sources. 
But if vou wish for direction and caution on die 
subject of recreation and diversions, in connection 
with a holy and consistent Christian profession, and 
which will teach you how to enjoy the whole amount 
of pleasure without any deduction from the painfrd 
consciousness of having grieved the Holy Spirit, and 
hindered your prayers, I would give you both in the 
language of the excellent Vicar of Harrow ; - — 
"Amusements are lawful under the following re- 
strictions : — If there is something wholesome in them 
which almost refuses corruption; if the advantages 
produce balance their imacbkf if corrupted ; if 
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t^bey are not $o closely allied to the amusements of 
ilie l)ad as to break down the wall of partition 
jji^etween us and them ; if they have no tendency to 
wean society from more profitable employments ; if, 
lastly, they do not encroach upon that handful of 
time bestowed upon man to do the business of eter- 
nity ; — if all this be true of any of them, I will say 
of him who uses them he may be a Christian and a 
good Christian, but I shall still think him the most 
distinguished Christian who uses them the least. 
The good, like the great man (alas ! why are not the 
terms convertible), while he suffers mere amusement, 
will never covet it." 



LE3S0NS FROM THE BOOK OF NATURE. 

No. 3. — BAJN. 

Those who truly admire Nature never find her un- 
lovely. She pleases them not only in the holiday at- 
tb-e of the different seasons, but in their more sober 
mits ; and even now, when she has put on the dark 
mantle of November, and we catch but glimpses pf 
her beauty through thickening fogs» they can exclaim 
with the peasant poet — 

" Autumn, I love thy parting look to view, 
In cold November'B day bo bleak and bare.? 

The days are shortened and the blast is more chill 
and frequent, but an occasional gleam of sunshine 
disperses for a time the gloom and lights the thin 
foliage of those trees which still glow with the tints 
of lingering Autumn. The elm has not quite parted 
with her golden dress, and the beech wears a some- 
what thicker clothing of rich brown ; a few pale 
leaves yet quiver on the aspin ; the cherry has not 
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entirely lost its crimson vest ; and on the sturdy oak 
we may even trace a shading of summer-green min- 
gling with deeper hues. How beautifully dbes this 
varied colouring contrast with the light blue of Qie 
sky and the dark haze of the distance ! 

We are now writing in the early part of the month, 
and in a few days the remaining beiuity of the wood- 
land must be lost ; the frost will hasten to destroy 
it, or the often rains sweep it low ; but we ^rill trea- 
sure the remembrance of its fading loveliness till 
Spring clothe it afresh with verdure. We must now 
expect that unfavourable weather will frequently pre- 
vent the enjoyment of our accustomed rambles ; and 
we would for a moment pause to suggest the enquiry. 
How win the additional hours gained for in-door em- 
ployment be occupied ? With many of our readers 
time — precious time — is nearly at their own dis- 
posal ; this most valuable talent is in their own keep- 
ing ; they need not to labour for their daily bread, 
and their household duties are few and light : it is to 
such I now address a passing word. Will you, as 
many do, listlessly pass away your hours, doing little 
and thinking less ? Every station in life has its ap- 
pointed duties, which forbid the waste of a single mi- 
nute, and in the right performance of which we evi- 
dence obedience to God's will : to these devote your- 
selves with energy, remembering the description of the 
virtuous woman in the book of Proverbs, " She eateth 
not the bread of idleness," the precept in Ecclesiastes, 
" Whatsoever thy hand findedi to do, do it with thy 
might," — and that in the Epistle to the Romans, 
" Not slothful in spirit, serving the Lord." Indolence 
is one of the besetting sins of tiiie higher and middling 
classes, where it is apt to be considered as becoming ; 

ut it wHI not, as we have seen, bear the searching 

*" ofscnptnre. 
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We pass now to the lesson we j^ropose to draw 
from that page of Nature's book which is presented 
for our instruction. Rain is one of the characteristics 
of November, and it is a subject replete with interest ; 
let us muse thereon for a space. One of the duties 
which it most obviously teaches is gratitude to ''him 
that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in 
his season ; " — " for the earth which drinketh in the 
rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 
meet for those by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessr 
ing from Grod." We will then obey the call of 
Israel's sweet psalmist, to ** sing unto the Lord with 
thanksgiving, to sing praise unto our God, who 
CO .ereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth raii^^ 
for the earth, who maketh grass to grow." The rain 
likewise inculcates the duty of a widely extended bene- 
volence ; for we see that God *' maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and aendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust." In accordance with 
this St. Paul tells us " not to be weary in well- 
doing," but ** to do good unto all men." We are 
also led by it to admire the infinite power of him who 
" made a decree for the rain and a way for the light- 
ning of the thunder." 

Lastly, we will consider rain as the emblem of 
God's word, for so scripture instructs us to regard it ; 
'* My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech ^hall 
distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender 
herb and as the showers upon the earth." And how 
often has the lowly Christian been comforted and the 
drooping spirit refreshed by his saving word ! Again 
we read, " Thou, O God ! didst send a precious rain, 
whereby thou didst confirm thy inheritance when it 
was weary." And have not the people of the Lord ' 
many times, when waxing faint in weU-dom^ox^V^w. 
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grieved witli the wk^Ledneas of the woild, been alMmd- 
{mtl y stvengdieiied by his pronuBes ? Onee agani; 
we read, " For as the rmn oometh down finom hecmi 
and leiuiiieth not thither, bat watcfcth tiie eaDTth and 
maketh it bring forth and bad, that it may gi^e aaed 
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall mywavd 
be that goeth forth oat of my mondi;' it shall not 
retmn mito me void, bat it shall accomplish that wliidi 
I please and it shall prosper in the thing w h ereto -I 
send it." Tlias may the ambassadinrs cf Chri||^ 
consoled ; oftentimes they labour long and painfolhr, 
perceiving no frait of their laboors ; bat some ae^ 
has follen on good gronnd : " the word of the Lond 
shall not return vomI/' " They shall find it alter 
many days." 

Then, as the quick pattering of the genial showers, 
the soft dipping of the gentle rain, or the burst of 
the tempest-doud meets our ear, let us not fail to 
meditate in turn on the beneficence, love, and power 
of the gn'cat Creator of all things. 

L.N. 

A SPOII.BD CHILD. 

If the affliction that so frequently befals parents in 
the form of rebellious and wicked children could be 
traced to ijks source, we should probably be amazed 
to find in how large a proportion of instances it -has 
been the natural result of the injudicious treatment 
which such children received in their eaiiy yearti 
Every one knows that there is a process aptly efnougti 
called ** spoiling children," and that this is a wHidy 
spread evil. We have however seldom met \Hfth Vi 
. parent, even in the most flagrant cases, -tbiLt seefti^ 
fohave any idea that she was guilty of committihg it. 
\y we have seen w\io imagma^ ^aeiD&^V^eife' miodi^ 
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of) fcrfectioxi as mothers, and would hare felt the- ut- 
most indignation at any one who ventured to hint 
tdiat their children were in danger of being ruined for 
vnuatof proper training. The slightest whiter on 
suoh a subject would be set down as the effect of 
malice,, and would often be sufficient to break up the 
most intimate friendships ; and hence the immense 
diflSkmlty of doing any thing to promote a reformation^ 
How often do we hear it said of an individual, " She il 
an amiable woman, an excellent wife, and a very in- 
telligent companion, but she spoils her children T' 
What a drawback is this upon the character of a mor 
ther ! What cruelty can equal that of training child* 
ren to ruin ! " O but," says some fond mother, "I 
am sure I cannot be charged with cruelty to mme-^ 
no mother can love her children more." All this we 
do not mean to deny. We know that such parents . 
do not intend to be cruel : nay, they think it is the 
strength of parental love that leads them to give way 
to their children's wishes, becauJBe they have not heart 
to deny them and thus to make them unhappy. All 
this however is neither more nor less than a delusion 
which they practise upon themselves. 

*' For kind and wise the parent that reproves 
The slightest blemish in the child she loves/' 

A looker-on cannot fail to observe that the process 
of spoiling children commonly arises from a want of 
the necessary firmness and decision of mind, mixed 
too with much of the veriest selfishness — a selfishness 
which yields to unreasonable demands because it is 
thought to be too much trouble to oppose them. But 
let us attempt an illustration. 

** Mamma," says little George, oncv day after, din* 
ner» " wiU you give me some phuna i " n . ^.« 
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: :*''Nbj my dear ; plums ore not good for little bo^ '' 
. ^''But do give me one, only one, mamnuu*' ■- iU;.[ 
^ Wdl, here's one ? but don't ask e^ain." -^ ' ir 
Presently the demand is repeated, and the 'appli- 
cant is again and again successful. Real love w6uld 
have consulted the welfare rather than the iviskeadi 
the child ; the mother says, " I can't bear tb see him 
cr^g^ and a few plums will not do him mucA hanm^' 
Pctrhaps not: but the circumstance does not stand 
alone ; it is one of an habitual series of indulgekioect, 
.-which together will do immense mischief. Let ua go 
on with our pieture. A friend happens to call. Whfie 
the mother is engaged in conversation George becomes 
s6 -noisy as to occasion considerable annoyance. 
•"' George, be quiet, my dear," says the kind motho*, 
at the same time receiving about as much attention 
as if she had spoken to the winds. Presently his 
mnse becomes so intolerable that a stronger effort is 
made to check it. " George, why don't you be quiefc'? 
Naughty boy, go away up-stairs." George pouts his 
lip and goes to a distant comer of the room, and the 
mother not being for a few moments annoyed by his 
turbulence forgets that she ordered him up-^stairs, 
and thus he is trained to disobedience. 

Next day the scene after dinner is repeated. 
" Mamma, I wan't some plums," says the boy. ' 
"No, my love; you must not have them; they 
are bad things for 3rou." 

'* But you gave me some yesterday ; why not now P* 
This question is unanswerable, but mamma, being 
more determined to-day, replies — 

** I have none for yon, George ; but run into tiie 
nursery and see what Jane has for you." 
lAway he runs, and, though the mother knows'Iane 
fpot nothing for him, fiihe \% qvul^ ^t»s^^^«iiSiLMr 
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vietory. But now another character in the drama is 
introduced: his sister comes in^ and» seeing plums 
on the table, asks for some. The old answer is given — 
' ^* They are not good for you." 
. = The girl, however, is one ytar further advanced lin 
the spoiling system, and at once begins to cry for 
them. Frightened at the idea of having another unv 
ruly one to manage, the mother gives her some 
plums to quiet her, with an injunction not to let hfk 
brotiier see them. He however gets back in time tx) 
see them, having discovered that his mother iiad 
cheated him by sending him to the nursery.. He now 
renews his cries for plums. ** They are all gone,*' 
says mamma, hastily putting them in her lapy that he 
may hot see them. StiU the boy cries lustily for 
plums, because his sister has some, and experience 
has taught him that he has only to cry long enough 
in order to succeed. For some time his mother caim 
tends that they are all gone ; but the tridc is an old 
one, and he has learned that his mother's word is not 
to be taken. At length, quite wearied with the cryw 
ing, and " for the sake of peace and qmetness," she 
produces the plate, and gives him the plums. 

What a lesson has she taught her children ! She 
gave a reason for denying them, and might easily 
have made them understand it ; but she chose rather 
to teach them that she despised her own reasons : 
no wonder, then, if they despise them too. She 
then resorted to deception and falsehood ; and taught 
them that she could lie. What lesson of words only 
will make half so deep an impression on their minds 
as this practical one ? Yet this is but a specimen of 
every day's proceedings in very many fiamili^s.^ 

Mother, are you treating a boy of 3^oara somewhat 
l&e this ? And, if so, what re&uLt« ^ ^^cfa «s^9csC\ 
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I can tell you what you will get — a weak and xok^ 
healthy body, an obstmate and ungovernable temper, 
a mind devoid of any fixed ideas of right and wrongv 
and habitually disposed to resort to falsehood and 
deceit. " But," say you, " he is young now ; when 
he is older he will know better." Will he ? Who 
shall teach him ? If you have failed to begin his 
moral education well, when will you alter your sys- 
tem ? You will find it much harder when he is 
older and the bad habits of both of you have gained 
strength from long indulgence. And surely ypu will 
not trust to the teaching of the worlds when the time 
oomes for him to leave you I He will find enough 
then to foster the seeds of vice you are now sowing* 
but nothing to counteract them. He will need all tiiie 
firmness you can possibly inculcate^ to enable him to 
bear up against the false ideas of morality that obtain 
in tiie world. Begin with him at once. Teach him 
to pay implicit obedience to your authority, to reatrais 
his appetites, to love and adhere to the truth, and to 
hate falsehood ; and, if you would prevent his becom* 
ing a curse to yoiur old age, save him from being that 
deplorable object — a spoiled child. 



PROVISION FOR DESTITUTE FEMALES. 

Onb department of the London Female Mission 
which hai not hitherto been brought very prominently 
before the public is the provision which it makes for 
the temporary accommodation of young women of 
good moral character who may through illness or 
any other cause be incapable of providing for their 
own support tiU situations can be obtained for them;i 
The fdHow'mg letter, addressed to the superintendflosit 
l^gftf^i^ depaxtmevX, will a€oTdv>iae'ill\)sXx^tiQii,of i^ 
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vftlue and importance of the institution. The youog 
woman to whom the letter refers was found .by wMi 
of the police in a state of great distress and destitu* 
t^QB, and was Li^roduced by the superintendent to 
the agent of the Mission. She has since been sent 
home to her mother. 

October IdflQSB. 
" Madam, 

";With feelings of the deepest anguish I readm 
your favour of this morning the melancholy informal 
tion of my much'-loved daughter's destitute situation; 

" I have for some weeks past been suffering the 
most agonizing sorrow on her account, being ignorant 
how she was situated. Parental feeling, as well as 
ardent love for the dear girl, lead me to indulge many^ 
fearful apprehensions for her fate, having written: 
several letters to her last address and received no 
reply. Your ovm feelings, my good madam, will 
readily suggest the severe sorrow I have been suffer- 
ing. I am therefore thankful to the Almighty dis- 
poser of events for directing her steps to your 
excellent establishment. It is also very cheering to 
me to find that through the many trying scenes of 
difficulty and adversity she has unhappily (from the 
misfortunes of her family) been subjected to, she has 
not deviated from a virtuous rule of conduct, and 
that her forlorn and destitute situation has not led 
her to any thing derogatory to her character. Ellen 
was brought up respectably and tenderly ; and was 
but ill-calculated for a menial situation, but my very 
reduced circumstances induced her to seek to earn her 
own livelihood, which she did, poor girl, as long ai^ 
Providence empowered her to do so. Her knowledge 
of my mability to assist her was, I am persuaded, ^e 
sole catiseof ber concealing fronx TaeViiiw xsa^v^V? 
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oonditioit. I hesitate not to say that it b my decidgd 
wish for her to come to me. I fed exoeedin^y 
anxious to see her, and to have her with mcu Her 
joint exertion with mine, in keying a school, and widi 
needle-work, may, I hope, with the hlesaing of God» 
procure her support until something better can be 
acoompliahed. 

" It is out of my power at this moment to advanoe 
any money, having just paid my last shilling for rent. 
A very sick house for several months past has also 
added greatly to my embarrassment. 

** If you will. Madam, be good enough to bear the 
expense of her journey, with clothing sufficient to 
keep her warm, I shall receive her with joy and glad- 
ness ; and will ever feel most gratefully obliged, and 
am, 

" Madam, 
" Very respectfully and obediently yours, 

" H. H. C." 

As a further iQustration of the necessity which 
exists for such an institution, we add the following 
account which has recently appeared in several oi 
the daily journals. 

" Between eight and nine o'clock on Saturday night 
(Nov. 10th) information was given at the police sta- 
tion in Little Albany Street, Regent's Park, that a 
female with scarcely any clothes on was lying in a 
ditch in Chalk Farm Fields, evidently in a dying 
state from starvation and exposure to the inclemency 
of the weather. A constable was instantly de- 
spatched and on arriving at the spot found a young 
woman, between 18 and 19 years of age, in the ex- 
treme of destitution and hardly conscious of what 
iJDg around her. She was without bonnet 
1, or any upper clotbmg "WX-YkBi \5^'wol. The 
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rain was faUing heavily. She was saturated with wet 
to tile sldn, and was evidently in that state of s'ltf^' • 
fering which would speedily terminate in death unless '''^ 
prdper assistance were rendered. She was Cfurried 'j^- 
to Chalk Farm Tavern, and, some warm hrandy i^d ' 
water being with difficulty passed down her throaty - * 
she rallied sufficiently to be conveyed on the police ^ : 
stretcher to Saint Pancras Workhouse. It appears 
that about three months since she left the situation 
which she had filled as a servant, and not being able • 
to obtain another she had parted with her clothes to ^ 
procure food, and at length when nearly naked be^- • 
came a homeless wanderer, her miserable appearance 
preventing her from makmg any application to those^ 
parties who had formerly been acquainted with her." ' 

Let the indigent females' department of the Lon** 
don Female Mission be adequately supported, and it ' 
would speedily become the means of preventing the 
occiu'rence of such cases as the foregoing. It would 
easily become known that all who preserved their 
character would not only have a refuge in die event 
of becoming destitute, but would find fnendd to seek 
suitable employment for them ; and the temptation to 
deviate from the paths of virtue would thus be con« 
siderably lessened. 

LINES ON POUR CHILDREN OF ONE FAlCtLT, 

(Who all died in the short space of six months.*) (1838.) 

Joy, joy to you, dear ones ! 

You have reached your home above, 
Among the daughters and the sons 

Of everlasting love ! 

* Two of them were infents; and two, of the ages of eight and idnp • 
years, died In the fiith of Jesus, and rc;)oiciDg in Vxe prospect of being 
with him for ever. ^ ' 
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Peace to your slnmbermg dust I 

To your deathlets spirito, joy ! 
For you ha^e 'scaped the cares that mu0t ''\ ' 

An earthly hearts annoy. '. ' '^ 

The loss is ours alone ; 

Yours, yours the eternal gain. 
You go to shine around his throne , f 

Who here for you was slain. 
" Oh, suffer them to come,** 

That loving Sayiour says : ' * 

Dear Lord, we hear thee — and are dumb,* 

Or only speak to praise. 

No } we will not forbid 

Our darlings to depart; 
Though long the barb of grief be hid 

In each surviving heart. 
We also know thy Toice ; t 

Thy faithfulness we know ; 
And, though we suffer, we rejoice 

In suffering them to go. A Mother. 
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DESTITUTE FEMALES. 

Mb. Editor, 

I am glad to avail myself of your pages, to present 
to my Christian sisters an opportmiity of doing good, 
which many, if they knew, would I doubt not gladly 
embrace. Being on the committee of the Servants' 
Home, Millman Place, I can " speak that I know, and 
testify that I have seen." Although, strictly speaking, 
the design of the institution is a lodging-house for ser- 
vants, yet until the funds of the society admit of a se- 
parate asylum being provided for indigent females, 
the feeling of benevolence by which the committee of 
management are actuated com^^el us to receive the 
destitute cases into the same house, though separated 
from the lodgers. Some of the indigent have been 

* Ps. xxxix. 9. ^ icJtaix, \. 
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SO reduced by sickness and other causes as to be quite 
unprepared to accept any situation, being almost liter- 
ally without clothes. Our funds are not adequate to 
supply them gratuitously, and in many instances we 
deem it unwise to burden their wages (ofttiraes very 
low) with a debt in advance. — ^For these I plead, and 
if ladies would entrust ns with the disposal of some of 
their cast-off clothes we think we could turn them to 
good account. Allow me to suggest to your fair readers 
that they are not only responsible for what they give, 
but how they give, and it behoves every one to bestow 
what they can spare where they believe it will do the 
most good. Even here there is room for the exercise 
of that "mercy which is twice blessed, which blesseth 
him who gives and him who takes," which is surely 
better than to minister to the gteedy appetite of those 
who are already full, who regard what you give but 
as a perquisite to which they are entitled, and in 
many cases goeth but to feed their vanity or ex- 
tortionate desire for gain. 

I am. Sir, yours respectfully, 

A member of the Committee. 



STATE OF FEMALES IN IRELAND. 

Danes/art, Nov, 13, 1888. 
My Dear Sir, 

With feelings of no common gratification I hasten 
to answer your kind letter : * nor can I adequately 
express the thankfulness of my heart at being even 
in the least degree permitted to aid a cause such as 
that in which the London Female Mission are so 
happily engaged. And I only regret my ability not 
being equ^ to the sincere and ardent desire which I 
feel to be of any material service to my dear Christian 

* An application to write on the " State of Femal«& \bl 
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brothers and sisters in that truly noble country which 
has ever come forward to comfort and aid my ownid 
all her sorrows and all her wants, and with ati^ m* 
wearied kindness seem, the more we need her loiv^ 
and assistance, only disposed to love and assist UB 
the more. Owing to my dear parents' residence be- 
ing in this beautiM but remote part of Ireland, my 
knowledge is too limited, and my experience not suf- 
ficient to afford your commmittee the required infor- 
mation on a subject so interesting and important to 
my poor country women; yet I have no hesitation 
in stating my deep conviction, that the sad state of 
degradation in which the poor Irish female exists 
from her cradle to her grave chiefly arises from 
ignorance, with no or a very imperfect knowledge 
of the English language. She remains shrouded in 
the night of mental gloom, " Hving without God and 
without hope in the world," virtually denying the 
Lord who bought her, by entreating the Virgin 
Mary, the angels and the saiuts to intercede for the 
remission of sins, to make a full, perfect, and suf- 
ficient atonement for which he shed his precious 
blood. Oh ! if amid all the advantages which the 
females of our sister land enjoy — ^the hght, the liberty, 
the Christian instruction — they call so loudly for the 
labours of the London Female Mission, what must 
our poor neglected Irish- speaking peasantry demand? 
They demand what has long been withheld ^om 
them, the word of God in their own native language, 
the language into which they generally believe no 
heresy can be translated ; and (thanks be to God) 
they are now receiving it. The time seems now 
come when, through the instrumentality of the 
Irish Society, the gospel is to be preached to the 
poor of this country. The Irish reader has .al^ 
ready paased over the mo^t «o\\X;daq TSL^^xoAMaDA of 
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Kerry ; he has pierced into her deepest ;^lens ; he 
has i^rodaiined the glad tidings of salvation to 
the wild untutored inmates of her lowliest cottag^es ; 
hundreds that cannot speak a word of English 
are hearing and reading the tidings of great joy 
in their native tongue. — ^Their litde children are 
now receiving Christian instruction, and the rudi- 
ments of useful knowledge, in the school at Ventry, 
which the unceasing lahour of the Rev. C. Gayer, of 
Dingle, has provided for them. " We are accused," 
writes that beloved minister, " of bribing the con- 
verts ;" but could our enemies see sixtv of their poor 
little children almost naked in the school-room this 
cold weather, cheerfully studpng their lessons, they 
could not say so. And not only has the word of 
Grod been joyfully received by these poor Irish, but 
some among them have taken up the cross and gone 
among their neighbours entreating them in the en- 
ergetic expressions of their own language, to believe 
in Him only whose blood cleanseth from all sin. 
Several of their infants have lately been admitted by 
baptism into the Church of England, and that bap- 
tismal service, to the delight of the fond parents, has' 
been read in Irish. A clergyman's residence is now 
being erected, and a church will shortly be com- 
menced at Ventry, amid the wildest solitudes of this 
interesting country, in a spot where not many months 
past all was dreary superstition or total ignorance, 
and where the life-proclaiming gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour was a sound unknown. Are we too 
sanguine in expecting that funds will-not be wantiiig 
to finish that church commenced in faith, and in 
which an Irish-speaking clergyman {himself h ctmvett 
from the church of Rome to the chureh of Christ ^Y 
is to declare in accents dear to the IraYv VcdxX. >(!t^^ 
g'lad tidings of redeeming love? "NoX to \)j»'^'t* 
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G/s own words, that pons minister to whose ex*^ 
ertions under the divine hlessing we are indebted for 
such great, snch animating success ; " I feel assiu^d- 
we shall not want money, the work is the Lopd'# 
and so is the silyer and the gold." 

Should any of the readers of the Females' Advo- 
cate wish for farther information on this sabject, a 
little work entitled " Tales of Erin, by the author o^ ^ 
Futurity," may afford it. The profits accruing' from 
this htde work (now preparing for publication) wfll^ 
be devoted towards the erection of that churdi, m 
which we trust many of the poor long-neglected 
diildren of Erin may become diildren <^ God Hod 
heirs of eternal life. £. C. 

Spiritual Pleadings and Expwhdationf with God in pmj/ery 
interspersed with Helps to Meditation, and HintM fift 
Faith, Comfort, and Holiness, By Thomas Haarifoiif 
D. D., a new edition ; carefully reyised and corrected^ liy 
the Rev. Peter Hall, M.A. liondon, Da^iB and Porter^ 
1838. 12mo. pp. xvi. 267. 

Thb author of the volume here announced was ChajH 
lain to Henry Cromwell, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
during the protectorate of his father Oliver in En- 
gland. The editor was one of the eaiiiest frienda 
of the Female Mission; of whose official services 
though now deprived, we know we may still rely with 
confidence on his attachment and support. 

The former portion of the work was originally 
delivered in the^ shape of a sermon on Job zxiii. d» 4« 
The subsequent part consists of " Heads of argument*'* 
suggesting a succession of topics deduced from scrip-', 
ture, and adapted to various cases of affliction, ckdeoyM- 
but not solely, spiritual. A.t)ik<& et^^^ «lb|piiied 
Complaints concenung man^ >iK\ik^^«^^^ ^issbaii^ 
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in our times;" among the rest maybe mentioned^ 
tbie backwardness of many who profess the faith of 
Qhriflt to honour God with their substance by giving 
liberally to the promotion of the gospel, and the re-, 
lief of the wretched and necessitous. 

The book is published at a very low price : and, 
we cannot help adding, would form a very appropriate 
gift for circulation in Penitentiary Asylmns, where 
n»any an aching heart would rejoice to be directed in 
the manner of pleading and expostulating with God 
in prayer. We give a specimen of the author's style; 

^' Precious souls, that have a large interest in Ood, are 
sometimes at a loss as to his sweet and sensible presence. The 
great God hath his unknown retreats, whither his best friends 
cannot follow him. So verses 8, 9 ; " Behold, I go forward, 
but he is not there ; and backward, but I cannot perceive him ; 
on the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him ; 
he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him." 
So holy David, Psal. Ixiii. i. "O God, thou art my God; 
early will I seek thee.'* You see his interest is clear ; he can 
say, ** Thou art my God ; " and yet he has but little enjoy- 
ment of him ', his soul thirsteth, longeth, '' followeth hard 
after him," ver. 8. Such another sigh ye have, Psal. ci. 2 : 
" O when wilt thou come unto me V* Do not conclude ye 
have no interest because ye have little enjoyment ; no uni(A 
because ye want vision. 

" God's judgment-seat, where he sits to hear and deter- 
mine causes, is not terrible or unapproachable to a believer, 
who knows it to be a throne of mercy, as Job here did ; for^ 
says he, ver. 6, How would he use me, if he had me there ? 
Would he overwhelm me with his greatness ? " Will he plead 
ag^nst me with his absolute power ? No ; but he would put 
strength in me." Happy are all that can say so; for we 
must all appear there, * and it will be terrible to all those that 
do not often resort thither beforehand. 

^'Apoor afflicted creature often thinks he hath a great 
deal to say unto God, if he cotild but get a hearing ; he thinks 
how he would order and argue out the matter ; what a story 
he would tell him, if he could but get his ear, gain access and 
aadienoe fh>m him. 

*SCQr.V.10rlI. 
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** It is good to have our hearts and moaths filled with 
arguments, when we come to plead, and expostulate, and rea- 
son out our great concernments with our God. 

** This is the point I pitch on ; to expel that spirit of slum- 
ber which hath so much weakened the spirit of prayer in our 
days, that comparatively they are but little enrich^ by it, 
who trade to heaven with it ; where Gk>d hath all good things 
lying ready by him, and waiting only for prayer to come and 
fetch them away. 

'< When Christ himself would give us a perfect pattern of 
prayer, both for matter and manner, he winds and wraps up 
all with a conclusion, * consisting of certain reasons to per- 
suade Qod to hear our prayers ; or, at least to persuade and 
assure ourselves, that he doth and will hear them. These 
reasons have an influence into all and every one of the peti- 
tions. "Thine is the kingdom;" and therefore we expect, 
that, as a good king, thou shouldst receive and answer our 
petitions : t it is thy concernment, as a king, to have thine 
honour advanced ; therefore hallow thine own name, glorify it 
in the church, let thy kingdom come to it, advance thy will 
in it, sustain us thy subjects, pardon our sins, keep and defend 
us from evils. So, " Thine is the power," which king^ often- 
times want ; X but thou art able to exalt thine own name, to 
extend thy kingdom over all, to fit us to do thy will, to minis- 
ter to our necessities, to pardon our sins, to preserve us firom 
all evils. " And thine is the glory." TTie hallowing of thy 
name is the chief part of thy glory ; thy kingdom the prime 
place of thy glory ; herein art thou glorified, when we obey 
thy will, when thou providest for thy people, forgivest their 
sins, preservest and deliverest them from their enemies : there- 
fore do thou all these things for us ; therefore do we trust and 
hope that thou wilt do all these things for us. 



IittelUffettce Ideptfrtment* 

INFANT SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

During the last month seven have left for the West Indies, 
trained by the Home and Colonial Infant School Society for 
the Mico Charity, two trained by the same Society have also 
been sent to Brighton, one to a Poor Law Union, one to Kes- 
wick^ and four to other places. 

* Matt, vj. 13. t Psalm Axx^. \%. X %lSin«& vl« aO, 27. 
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REPORT, &c. 



Having obtained help from him who giveth power 
to the faint and wisdom to those who are of no un- 
derstanding, the London Female Mission has com- 
pleted the first and entered upon the second year of 
its existence ; and it is natural for the Subscribers to 
enquire. What has been attempted and what has been 
achieved ? For their information, and the information 
of the public generally, the Committee will now detail 
their proceedings from the commencement. The Mis- 
sion was formed Nov. 14, 1836. The object contem- 
plated was the promotion of the moral and spiritual in- 
terests of females in general; but the class whose claims 
at tliat time pressed most heavily upon the attention 
of the Committee was that of fallen women who pro- 
fessed an anxiety to abandon the paths of vice, but 
sought in vain for a way of escape. It was ascer- 
tained that a considerable number of young females 
were in this condition, anxious to abandon their 
wretched and destructive course, but without any al- 
ternative except that of perishing unpitied in the 
streets. The question naturally arose. How can the 
largest amount of good be done to this class ? In 
answering this question it was concluded that more 
would be effected by exciting aperaoii^lmtet^'&X.^ssvssw^ 
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the many benevolent individuals of London than by 
confining it to the few, and to accomplish this it was 
determined to promote the establishment of small 
asylmns in different localities and to gather around 
each such a number of the Christian and benevolent 
inhabitants as would be necessary to maintain and 
superintend it. To render these asylums the more 
efficient it was considered desirable not only that the 
number of inmates should be very limited, but that a 
system of classification should be adopted. The ne- 
cessity of this will be apparent from the fact that of 
those received by the Mission there have been, on the 
one hand, the daughter of a minister of the gospel, 
the daughter of a military officer, and others belong- 
ing to very respectable families, some of whom had 
not only received a liberal education, but had been 
instructed in the principles of rehgion, one had £or 
some time been employed as a governess and another 
as a Sabbath-school teacher; while, on the other 
hand, some were girls of no education, the children 
of ignorant parents, and one poor girl has been ad- 
mitted whose mother was so depraved as to train her 
to vice. There have also been girls under fifteen 
years of age, and one child of eleven, while others 
were women of more than thirty. Some had spent 
years in a course of sin. Others had recently &Uen 
and were so appalled with their position that they 
shrunk with horror from the thought of going on in 
the path of licentiousness. To meet as far as prac- 
ticable these different classes, the managers determined 
on the establishment as soon as possible of five asy- 
lums, one as a Probationary House, another as an 
asylum for girls under fifteen, a third for the recently 
fallen, a fourth for those who had lived for some 
ears in sin, and a fifth fox t\ios.^ of superior educa- 



tion and attainments. All were to be received at 
first into the Probationary House, and, after remain- 
ing long enough, to ascertain their respective disposi- 
tions and grades, they were to be sent to such of the 
other asylums as should be deemed most suitable. 
This was designed as a preparatory measure, as it 
was felt that several asylums might be required for a 
particular class, while one would be sufficient, at least 
for some time, for others, and the classification might 
be rendered more complete as circumstances would 
suggest. 

In order to carry these views into eflfect a house was 
taken in a central situation and fitted up as a Proba- 
tionary House. This was opened in Jan. 1837, since 
which time it has received 78 inmates, from 20 to 25 
being accommodated at a time. Two district asylums 
have since been estabhshed, one in Camden Town and 
the other in the West End, each of which has received 
1 2 women from the Probationary House : the latter will 
shortly receive 13 more, and the former will gladly 
follow the example as soon as the state of its funds 
will warrant such an extension. 

The Mission bears the entire expense of the Pro- 
bationary House, and encourages those who associate 
in the formation of district asylums by a grant of 
£50 towards furnishing their house, by assisting them 
in procuring suitable matrons and assistants, and by 
providing each with a hbrary of appropriate works. 
In return for the assistance thus rendered, the dis- 
trict asylums receive no inmates but from the Proba- 
tionary House, conform to the rules laid down by thfr 
Mission for the guidance of district asylums,* and 
furnish a periodical account of their proceedings. 

• See Appendix, O. 
d4 
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Hie advantages of no one passing into a district 
asylum but from the Probationary House are various. 
The time of the District Committee is saved, as well 
as that of the appHcants, who, instead of going from 
one asylum to another and spending day after day in 
fruitless search after an open door, as is now o£bea 
the case, are at once received, if practicable at all, 
into the Probationary House, or, should this be full, 
which often occurs, temporary lodgings are provided. 
Another advantage is that the practice of a girl going 
the roimd of the different asylums would be put a stop 
to, so far as the union extended. It is not imfi«- 
quently the case that a girl who has no desire to re- 
turn to vice yet becomes restless, and leaves an asy- 
lum on the most trifling excuse, knowing that she has 
a good chance of getting into another. Several have 
applied at the Probationary House who were recog- 
nized by the matrons as having been for some time 
in a kindred estabhshment. 

Among the advantages contemplated in restricting 
the number of inmates in each asylum to 25, the 
most important is that of as near an approximation 
as possible to well-regulated famihes, while the efforts 
necessary to raise the funds for the support of the few 
will be less Hkely to paralyze the managers than the 
responsibility of having to provide for the many. 

The inmates of the Probationary House are kept 
constantly employed in sewing, washing, or house- 
work. Notwithstanding their necessary confinement* 
their health and spirits have been on the whole re- 
markably good ; and their conduct, in general, has 
been highly satisfactory. A weekly service has for 
several months been conducted amongst them by the 
rector of the parish, the Rev. W. Short, — agents of 
the London City Mission Wve iram^^ cwaflSkSjace-. 



meht addressed them twice every Lord's day, — and 
they have also been favoured with the occasional 
services of clergymen and ministers of various com- 
mimions. In addition to these means of rehgious 
instruction a Bible-class is conducted by a kind and 
pious Lady every alternate week, and family- worship 
is maintained by the matron every morning and even- 
ing. The Hbrary is highly valued both by matxx)n 
and inmates. When disengaged from her own par- 
tioilar duties in the evening, the matron or her assist- 
ant reads aloud, while the inmates proceed with their 
work. The perusal of the Pilgrim's Progress has 
excited much interest among them, and their general 
attention to religious instruction has been very gra- 
tifying. Many of them have committed to memory 
portions of the Old and New Testaments, as well as 
psalms and hymns, and repeated them to members of 
the Ladies' Committee ; and, though the managers 
feel that they must, on this subject, speak with much 
caution, they may be permitted to say they are not 
without hope that some have experienced a decided 
change of heart, and are prepared to re-enter the 
world, no more to be a disgrace but an ornament to 
society. One has been removed by death, connected 
with whose last days there were many things to ex- 
cite the hope that her spirit is now with the redeemed. 
The gratuitous and unremitting attention of Dr. 
Pidduck in all cases requiring medical treatment has 
been a source of much satisfaction to the managers, 
and calls for the gratitude of the friends of the 
Mission. To that gentleman, to the rector of the 
parish, to the Trinitarian Bible Society for a grant of 
Bibles, to the Tract Society for a grant of tracts and 
books, to the secretaries and members of the Ladies' 
Committee, whose labours have been 933v\Si5i^»2&^ \.^ 
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the managers of the London City Mission for the 
services of their agents, to the Provisional Society 
for clothing for several girls, to the City and Village 
Clothing Society for a grant of cloth for garments, 
and to all who have in any way promoted the 
spiritual welfare or temporal comfort of these women, 
the managers return their warmest thanks. They 
would also gratefully acknowledges sermon preached 
on behalf of the Mission by their late esteemed 
secretary, the Rev. P. Hall, and likewise sermons 
preached with the same object in view by the Rev. 
E. N. Kirke and the Rev. E. N. Sautel of America, 
and by the Rev. W. H. Dorman. To the University 
Hospital and also to the Lock Hospital the managers 
have voted the sum of £5, feeling the importance of 
their prompt reception of cases sent to them by the 
agents of the Mission. 

In acknowledging the invaluable services of the 
Ladies' Committee, the managers would not pass un- 
noticed the lamented death of a member of that 
Committee, whose sound judgment and extensive 
experience rendered her a wise and judicious coun- 
seller. Having been an active promoter of the 
London Female Penitentiary, and for six years its 
gratuitous matron, Mrs. Stibbs was well qualified to 
estimate the necessity and importance of the London 
Female Mission, and from its commencement she 
felt a deep interest in its prosperity and success, to 
which her assiduous eflPorts greatly contributed. 
But she has gone to her reward. " Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord; yea, saith the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labours and their works do 
follow them." 

The Probationary House being often full, a tem- 
porary lodging-house, belonging to a respectable and 
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pious widow, has been open and sometimes ten or 
more at a time have been there accommodated at the 
expense of the Mission, until they could be provided 
with situations or restored to their friends, or until 
openings occurred for their admission into the Pro- 
bationary House. 

The means taken to induce the fallen to make 
apphcation were the printing and posting of a large 
bill calling upon females desirous of forsaking their 
sinful and unhappy life to apply to the Ladies* Com- 
mittee in connexion with the London Female Mission, 
with an assurance that they would receive Christian 
kindness and counsel. In addition to this a hand-bHl 
was extensively circulated, giving an account of the 
death of Ehzabeth W., of Dartmouth, and containing 
the following announcement : — 

. " Reader — Should you know any Penitent Female 
who desires to turn from the ways of the enemy of 
her soul, you are requested to inform her that some 
Christian Ladies, deeply interested in her welfare, will 
listen to her case, and do all in their power to 
assist her in returning to the path of virtue, if she 
call at 42, Upper Park Street, Islington, any morning* 
from nine to 10 o' Clock, or 3^, Princes Street, Red 
Lion Square, any Friday Afternoon at three o'clock." 

In consequence of this announcement the secre- 
taries of penitentiaries and other individuals have 
sent those females for whom they could not otherwise 
provide. 

The more effectually to promote the speedy resto- 
ration of lost females to their friends and to society, 
a lady was appointed in the month of June last to 
the office of agent and secretary for that department, 
and she has since proved herself eminentlY Q^i3ai2^^<i- 
to counsel the fallen, to \)ecoTcife ^iJcL'ea ^^xA, '«!3^.^. 



wlien penitent, their willing and able advocate with 
their parents or guardians. 

The cure of an evil, where it can be accomplished, 
is unquestionably good, but its prevention is univer- 
sally admitted to be better, and ordinarily it is more 
practicable. This the Female Mission has not over- 
looked. Women who had not fallen, but who were 
exposed to dangerous temptation, have ' been aided 
and preserved. It will be perceived, from the state- 
ment made by the agent for fallen females, that ten 
destitute females of good character have been pro- 
vided with situations through her instrumentality. 

The managers, finding that the want of suitable 
clothing has often been the principal hindrance to a 
girl's obtaining a situation, placed £20 in the bands 
of their agent before named as a loan fund* to be 
expended by her in redeeming from pawn or in pur- 
chasing such articles as she deemed necessary, with 
the understanding that the whole should be returned 
by regular instalments out of the wages of those who 
might be thus assisted. The interesting incidents con- 
fiected with the labours of this agent are too nume- 
rous to be given in this Report. A few however 
will be found in the Appendix, and a general view 
of the results of her labours will be obtained from 
her answers to two or three queries recently put to 
her: — 

" How many women have been before you, and in 
what way have they been disposed of ?*' 

" About 100. Thirty of these have been received 
into the Probationary House and some trans- 

* This valuable fund has since been increased to ^50, by 
a donation of £S0 presented by a lady. 
f See Appendix, G. 
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ferred thence to the district asylums — five or six 
of the 30 have left voluntarily, one was sent to the 
North London Hospital with a diseased leg, and one 
has gone to service. Four have been sent to hospitals 
after having been provided for temporarily by the 
Mission. One was received into the Refuge for the 
Destitute. One, after being supported by the 
Mission, was sent to Norwich, to her parish, on 
account of her pregnancy. Two, after being pro- 
tected by the Mission, were found to be insane, 
and obtained admission into a madhouse. Eleven, 
after being supported by the Mission for some 
time, during which period their conduct was such as 
to give satisfaction, were clothed from the Loan Fund 
and placed in suitable situations, where they are con- 
ducting themselves with great propriety in every re- 
spect Ten of good character, but in exposed circum- 
stances, were assisted and recommended to comfort- 
able situations : five of these were kindly provided with 
clothing by the Provisional Society at the recommen- 
dation of the agent ; two were clothed from the Loan 
Fund, from which two others received some assis- 
tance, and one was kindly assisted by a member of 
the Committee. Amount advanced from the Loan 
Fund, 18/. 14s, lOrf." 

*• What are the advantages that may be expected 
to result from the Loan Fund ?" 

" Hitherto our experience has been very limited, 
but at the first glance it is evident that without it 14 
females now enabled to earn their own livelihood 
would have been left in a state of destitution ; and, 
should the individuals so assisted return the money 
advanced, the benefit may be extended to numbers 
similarly situated, and thus a small sum so appro- 
priated may be made a lasting blessing to ver^ \sss>xs?^ !' 

" What have you found to \i^ \)cka ^Stiyd ^wa^'Ks^ ^ 
the evil?" 






14 

" Vanity, a love of indolence, the contaminating 
influence of evil companions, and an undue desire 
for liberty to pursue idle pleasures. Much of 
the evil would be prevented by the suppression of 
fairs; and it would be well if possible that every 
mistress should ascertain satisfactorily where the ser- 
vant purposes passing her hohday when she solicits 
one, for this I believe to be the source of much mis- 
chief. Perhaps some plan might be proposed where- 
by servants might enjoy occasional recreation without 
being exposed to danger and temptation." 

Another agent has been appointed, and has visited 
rather an extensive district, with instructions to seek 
the good of females generally, but especially of young 
women and girls. For the most part she has been 
well received, has been enabled to enter freely into 
conversation with mothers and through them to ob- 
tain an introduction to the daughters. Sometimes 
she has gathered several families together and read 
to them a portion of scripture or one of Todd's Lec- 
tures. She has succeeded in securing the attendance 
of some at Sabbath-schools, and that of others on 
the instructions of the sanctuary, who had heretofore 
heard " the sound of the church-going bell " in vain. 
In several instances, by remonstrating with fathers 
who were professed deists, she has so far prevailed 
as to induce them to suffer their wives and children 
to attend on public worship, and has received for her 
interference tiie grateful acknowledgments of some 
of the parties, who have apparently been rescued 
from ignorance and misery and placed in the path 
which leads to knowledge and happiness. The im- 
trtance of her exertions is strikingly exemplified in 
case of a backshder to w^iotq. Te^ea.tftd visits have 
paid. From his want oi d^\iv3Vim Vicka ^«?|^ 
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of God he had lost all control over the morals of 
his family, who appeared to be perfectly reckless in 
their conduct. The wife was employed in washing 
on the Lord's day, and the children were suffered to 
run wild. No Sabbath- school, no church, for them. 
Once they had attended, but not now. A daughter 
of 1 8 had had an illegitimate child, and was now 
destitute. The agent consequently introduced her 
to the agent for fallen females, who from the 
loan fund clothed the poor girl and subsequently ob- 
tained for her a situation, where it is hoped she will 
do well. Another daughter, a good-looking girl of 
15 or 16, had just been hired to serve in a publie- 
house frequented only by persons of the lowest cha- 
racter. With a mind full of vanity, which had been fos- 
tered by the injudicious kindness of a lady in the neigh- 
bourhood, who had supplied her with very unsuitable 
articles of her own left-off apparel, nothing could be 
rationally expected in such a place but her speedy ruin. 
The agent felt it therefore to be her duty to remon- 
strate with the parents, as weU as with the girl her- 
self, and happily succeeded in preventing her from 
entering on so dangerous a situation. The wife now 
listens attentively to the agent, and occasionally at- 
tends a place of worship, the children are sent to 
Sabbath- schools, and the husband confesses his faults 
and appears to be pursuing a different course. 

The agent has been unremitting in her attention 
to sick females, and through various channels she 
has repeatedly obtained the means of feeding the 
hungry and clothing the naked. Seventy volumes 
and 100 small books are in circulation in her district, 
and a meeting of young women is held every Wed- 
nesday evening, and another of girls every Thursday 
evening. These are presided over b'^ "^ovoi^ ^3^'5aKek 
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of piety and intelligence, the agent attending to 
supply their place when they may have occasion t» 
be absent. For some time a maternal meeting was 
also held in the district every Monday evening, but, 
in consequence of the removal of the lady who took 
the charge of it, this is for the present discontinued. 
Between 40 and 50 young women, most of them 
under twenty years of age, are regularly visited. 
Eight of these the agent has reason to fear are of 
light character, and the others are at present 
strangers to the love of Christ. So unaccustomed were 
they to all religious observances when she first went 
amongst them, and so destitute of all feelings of 
reverence or decorum, that at her meetings they 
would laugh aloud in the midst of prayer. Now, 
however, it is otherwise, and some of the young 
women not only listen attentively to reHgious instnto- 
tion, but manifest much attachment to the agent. 
The fact of her being able to hold out to those who 
show themselves worthy the prospect of obtainii^ 
situations as servants, through the influence of the 
Mission, has a salutary eflTect on their minds and 
strengthens their determination towards habits of 
industry. By several of the young women this 
prospect has been realised, and they are now in situa- 
tions. 

Another important branch of the labours of the 
Mission is the formation and encom'agement of 
maternal associations. The necessity of such asso- 
ciations will be apparent to all who seriously reflect 
on the abiding efiect of maternal influence, and on 
the sad extent to which that influence is misdi- 
rected. Often the seeds of future crimes have 
been unconsciously sown by a mother's hand and 
nurtured by maternal neglect, ax^^ \q»k^ ^^«\^\.^\!L<£d 
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victim, when about to close a life of infamy by a 
death of shame, has felt the sad conviction pressing 
upon her heart that had her youthful follies been 
wisely checked, and her mind instructed by her parent, 
she might then have been living in the enjoyment of 
health and respectabihty. In less appaUing cases 
the influence of a mother's instructions and a 
mother's prayers has followed the wanderer in a 
course of guilt, nor left her till feelings of penitence 
have at length been awakened in her bosom and she 
has sought and foimd the God of her parent. 

By means of maternal associations it is hoped that 
much may be done towards imparting to the stream 
of life at its rise a healing virtue, which may diffuse 
itself through the whole of its progress. In con- 
nexion with the Mission maternal meetings were 
conducted for some time by an agent of piety and ex- 
perience in the east of London, and the Committee 
trust that some beneficial impression has been made 
upon mothers in a class of society where ignorance 
d maternal duties and maternal responsibility too 
generally prevails. This agent having resigned her 
connexion with the Society, another has recently 
been appointed, and the Committee propose devoting 
considerable attention to this department during 
the present year. 

Last in order, but not least in point of importance, 
is the estabhshment of the Females* Home, It is well 
known that in the course of a year a great number 
of female domestics and others are for a time out of 
employment, owing to temporary illness and various 
other causes. In the absence of friends, these are 
compelled to take up their abode in lodging-houses, 
where they are often exposed to stroiig l^TJi^\»Sasst«» \ 
and k has been ascertained that m ^i\^ ^^vj tdss^ 

B 
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have become victims to the ensnaring arts of those 
who trade in vice. It is also to be remembered that 
a considerable number of females come from the 
country during the year, and before engaging in ser- 
vice are assailed by the same arts, or otherwise en- 
dangered by insidious temptations, or where this is 
not the case they are rendered comfortless. The ma- 
nagers conceive that the " Home" will afford to such 
females the means of efficient protection, and as soon 
as the necessary information can be widely spread 
throughout the country numbers will no doubt gladly 
avail themselves of its friendly shelter. Thus the 
Committee would hope that unsuspecting females 
may be saved from ruin, and daughters will be 
able to leave the parental roof with less painful 
anxiety to those interested in their welfare. * 

Besides furnishing the comfort and protection of a 
home to such as are able to pay the small sum of 
Is, 6d, or 2s, 6d. for lodging and 5^. for board, the 
advantages of the home will be extended to females 
of good character, between the ages of 12 and 30, 
who may be destitute. Such females will be em- 
ployed and maintained till suitable situations can be 
obtained for them ; and being a register-office> as 
weU as a lodging-house, facility will be afforded to 
all who want situations and whose character and qua- 
lifications will bear the necessary scrutiny. A house 
has been taken and furnished. No. 3, Millman Place, 
Bedford Row, and several ladies have agreed to act 
as a Committee for this department. 

The support which the London Female Mission 
has hitherto received, though inadequate to the great 

• For the regulations ot l\ie¥eiM\^%^wafc> iiee Appen- 
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work before them, is nevertheless such as to call for 
gratitude. Small indeed were the funds at the com- 
mencement ; but he whose are the silver and the gold 
has supplied them with means to proceed to some 
extent in their efforts, and to him they desire patient- 
ly and behevingly still to look, convinced that as the 
cause is his own he will not fail to provide for it. At 
one period the expenditure greatly exceeded the 
funds at the disposal of the Mission, but liberal and 
multiplied contributions quickly relieved them from 
embarrassment. 

In conclusion, the managers beg leave to remind 
the friends of the Mission that their labours are only 
commenced, — that the field before them is widely ex- 
tended, — ^that much energy, and zeal, and perseve- 
rance will be requisite to bring the whole under cul- 
tivation, — that the enemy is still industriously sowing 
his tares in the field, — that souls are perishing around 
us, — and that our time for labour is fast hastening to 
its termination. Let us then "work while it is cedled 
to-day." 

Mothers^ the Female Mission makes its earnest 
appeal to you. Every branch of its operations calls 
for your sympathy, your prayers, your co-operation. 
Do you know the value of maternal example and in- 
fluence, as well as the numerous sources of maternal 
anxiety ? Do you feel the importance and the diffi- 
culty of so training your beloved offspring as to pre- 
serve them from the paths of vice and render them 
a blessing to themselves, to you, and to society ? 
There are many mothers who are ignorant of their 
deep responsibilities. Some are young, and inex- 
perienced, and thoughtless ; others possess a disposi- 
tion to train their children aright, \)\x\. ^ClMsvt ^'a^'«sv« 
tages are such as to render matetikai ^mX:^ ^TXt^ssa.€c^ 
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difficult. — ^These need that counsel, encouragement, 
and aid which more highly favoured mothers can 
give. By lending your assistance at maternal meet- 
ings you would he rendering your experience a hless- 
ing to those whose cares and sohcitudes none but a 
mother can fully comprehend, and not only to them, 
but to the generation that is rising up and being 
moulded by their influence. 

This is but one of many ways in which your assist- 
ance is needed. As you sit and look upon your be- 
loved daughter, and feel your desires rising into hopes 
that she will become an ornament and benefactress 
to society, can you find no argument to induce you 
to co-operate in our exertions to rescue from vice 
and ruin the daughters of your neighbours, many of 
whom were once the objects of an attachment as 
fond and an expectation as bright as your own daugh. 
ter now excites in your bosom ? Nor can you stop 
here. You must sdso desire to aid us in preserving 
others from following in their footsteps and leaving 
their parents to mourn over their lost reputation, 
their bUghted prospects, and their bitter remorse or 
reckless obduracy and eternal ruin. 

Heads of families, you need not be told that much 
of your comfort, and even the safety of your children, 
depends upon the character of domestic servants. 
Those who in the parlour have been receiving lessons 
heavenly and sublune are not proof against the en- 
snaring influence of lessons more congenial to cor- 
rupt human nature. How often are the best instruc- 
tions counteracted by the example and influence of 
unprincipled servants ! It cannot therefore be a 
matter of small importance whether servants shall be 
your helpers or the contrary — whether they shall be 
a blessing or a curse ; and, ii noX., «»\a^\^ it cannot 
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be to you a matter of indifference whether the 
Female Mission shall or shall not succeed in their 
eflforts to preserve servants from contamination, to en- 
courage such as deserve encouragement, and to lessen 
the inducement to crime by the friendly shelter of 
the Females' Home, and to take by the hand those girk 
who are about to leave or have left Sunday-schools, 
and train them by judicious counsel and instruction 
to qualify them for usefulness on earth as well as 
for the happiness of heaven. 

Young ladies, does the sight of a fallen sister fill 
your soul with horror ? Do you feel your sex de- 
graded in the presence of those unhappy creatures 
who perhaps were once as innocent and happy as 
yourselves ? Will you not be willing to do some- 
thing towards rescuing them from a state of degra- 
dation ? Will you not lend us your aid in attempt- 
ing to preserve others who are surrounded with 
strong temptations, but who as yet have not fallen ? 
Do you ask, ** What can we do ? " We reply. You 
can do much. The Society invites you to come for- 
ward, if competent, and take the charge of classes 
of young women, or of little girls, to counsel, warn, 
and instruct them. It implores you to be especially 
on your guard lest by inconsiderate conduct you be- 
come the means of encouraging those of the other 
sex in their course of iniquity. It asks you to be 
consistent, and, if you would feel degraded in asso- 
ciating with the unchaste female, let not the mor« 
guilty seducer be regarded with less horror, but 
frown from the circle of your acquaintance the man, 
be his rank, education, acquirements, and manners 
what they may, whose conduct or conversation is 
even suspicious. 

Young men, may we not also ap^e«\ Vo ^qm"^ ^^ 
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you love your sisters ? Do you desire to see them 
happy, honourable, and useful ? Would your indig- 
nation be excited towards an individual who should 
attempt to rob them of their character and their 
happiness ? And, if thus jealous of the honour of 
your own sisters, will you not compassionate the 
sisters of your neighbours, and help us to throw a 
shield around both ? 

Philanthropist, can you conceive of an object 
more worthy of your liberal patronage than that of 
attempting to raise the standard of female character, 
to cut oflf one of the most fearful streams of moral 
pollution, and to enlighten and evangelize the 
mothers of the present and of the next generation ? 

Christian, to you the Female Mission presents one 
of those few objects in which you can unite with your 
fellow- christians of every name, without compromise 
of any principle, without danger of envy or jealousy. 
No clashing interests of party need here to interfere ; 
and, even apart from the blessing conferred upon 
the objects of our solicitude, we call upon you to 
enjoy the pleasure of uniting your efforts in a cause 
in which all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity have a common interest. Our aim is not 
merely to confer a temporary benefit, but to point 
to the cross of Calvary, to place before the mind the 
fulness of that announcement that " God so loved 
the world as to give his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him may not perish but have 
everlasting life.'* 



The Appendix will appear in the March Number 
of the Magazine. 
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O. Palmar, Pilnter, 
Robert Street, Ueufoid Row. 



[Matbrnal Sbribs« No. 1.] 



THE GOOD MOTHER. 



How important is the character of a mother ! and 
yet, alas ! it is seldom that we give ourselves time to 
consider it. A mother's love is one of the mightiest 
influences in creation, and, if it were uniformly ex- 
erted according to the divine purpose, what hlessed- 
ness would ensue ! 

Look at the httle infant committed to a mother's 
care. No sooner does the opening eye distinguish 
objects than it settles upon her ; her voice arouses 
and soothes the tender spirit ; she is the daily com« 
panion of his thoughts ; he sleeps upon her bosom 
and wakes in her embrace ; in sickness she nurses 
him with unremitting care ; in weariness she amuses 
him with an art all her own ; when others slight him« 
she caresses him the more fondly; no one teaches 
him, or dresses him, or bears with him, like his mo* 
ther. No wonder, therefore, that he relies implicitly 
on all she tells him, imitates her actions, and quotes 
her sayings ; for she is his e^liest Ipve, and has from 
the first been moulding his chi^pter ^d stamping 
it with her own image. I{ "JQU dcixiSaX ^^^» VS^xsift 
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refer you to your own experience, and to the testi- 
mony of those who have preceded you. A man 
will generally forget every thing before he forgets 
his mother ; her spirit passes with him through life, 

. follows into the grave itself, and seems to hang over 
bis bed of death, as it did over the cradle of his 
childhood. But why do I thus expatiate upon the 
strength and tenderness of maternal love ? Why do 
I remind you of the power you have over the present 
and future welfare of your child ? It is simply this, 
to awaken within you a deeper sense of your respon- 
sibility, and to urge you to enquire whether you are 
employing your influence in a manner calculated to 
render your offspring happy or miserable for ever. 

Suppose that some one were to give you a valuable 
watch, richly decorated, and you were to be so taken 
up with the case as to spend your time in admiring 
and polishing it, whilst you suffered any rude or care- 
less hand to wind up the wheels, as if you knew not 
the worth nor the design of the instrument. Surely 
this would be the height of folly. But is not the pa- 
rent who regards only the personal appearance and 
bodily comfort of her child even more fooHsh and 
irrational ? If, however, we pass from house to 
house and remark the conduct of other people, or if 
we sit quietly down and attentively examine our own, 
shall we not be compelled to acknowledge that in ge- 
neral we pay much more attention to the bodies of 

our children than we do to l\idT s^ouLs ? A mother 



who should neglect to feed her family daily, who 
should not cover their nakedness, shelter them from 
cold, seek advice for them when they are ill, and give 
them those little comforts which their helpless age 
demands, would be counted no better than a brute ; 
and one that does all this passes in the judgment of 
men for a good and irreproachable mother. 

Perhaps I am addressing many such, and, as far as 
the body is concerned, I readily admit that they de- 
serve the name ; but this is not the whole for which 
the parent has to give an account. The body is only 
the case ; what then has become of the jewel — the 
immortal mind ? Has it been treated with cold in- 
difference, exposed to every abuse ? or, to drop the 
figure, have you continually aimed to train the spirit 
of your child for holiness and for heaven ? Suffer 
me to supply you with three tests of a good mother, 
and, if you compare them with the word of God, 
you will soon find that I am not misleading you : — 

First, a good mother is a praying mother. Allow 
me to direct your attention, as an illustration on the 
subject, to the case of Hannah, the mother of Sa- 
muel, and to ask whether you are in the daily habit of 
thus remembering your offspring at the throne of 
grace ? Can you refer to times and seasons in which 
you have brought the circumstances and condition of 
your children before the Saviour and besought him 
to have mercy upon them ? Oh ! how anxious have 
you sometimes felt that one andoaotViei^^^A^^^^ 
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notice your child ! Have you manifested similar soli- 
citude to obtain for it the divine blessing ? When 
you recollect the mothers of Judea, who brought 
their infants to Jesus that he might lay his hands 
upon them and bless them, can you trace any resem- 
blance between your conduct and theirs ? They led 
their children to Christ, but you, perhaps, have con- 
ducted yours in an opposite direction ; they suppli- 
cated his blessing, but you, perhaps, have invited hie 
wrath. Suffer the word of exhortation — ^let me ex- 
postulate with you. We have charged you with not 
praying for your children, but it is probable that to 
this hour you have never prayed for yourself ; does 
not your conscience plead guilty to this fact ? Oh ! 
you know and feel at once that the cold, unmeaning, 
heartless words you sometimes utter are not prayer ; 
they do not satisfy you, and they cannot deceive 
God. 

Secondly, a good mother is anxious to make her 
child familiar with the word of God. You recollect 
the beautiful example of Lois and Eunice, and the 
early influence of their instructions on the heart of 
Timothy. Is it your custom to employ the scrip- 
tures in the early training of your children ? Do 
you follow the sacred exhortation, Deut. xi. 18, 
** Therefore shall you lay up these my words in your 
heart, and in your soul, and you shall teach them to 
your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in 
thy house and when thou walkest by the way, when 



thou liest down and when thou risest up. And thou 
shalt write them upon the door-posts of thy house 
and upon thy gates?" Is the Bible uniformly 
appealed to in your house as the highest authority 
on all points of faith and practice ? And are you 
desirous that your children should see the sup- 
port and enjoyment you derive from its perusal ? 
Perhaps, however, I am addressing some mothers 
who have no Bible, and others who never read it. 
There it is from week to week, neglected on the 
shelf, to operate only as a charm, and that in a 
dying hour. Ah ! my friend, is this your gratitude 
to God for the revelation of his divine love ? and is 
this your wisdom, that when he offers his word as a 
lamp to your feet, and a light to your path, you 
choose to remain in darkness, and to pursue with 
your children the broad road which leads to ever- 
lasting destruction ? 

Lastly, a good mother is one who is concerned to 
give her children the full benefit of her Christian 
example. It is an old and trite proverb that " actions 
speak louder than words," and, we may add, especially 
to children, who are generally susceptible and quick- 
sighted. If you tell them to be gentle, and at the 
same time give way to passion, — ^if you require them 
to speak the truth and avoid profanity, whilst you 
indulge in falsehood and other sins of the tongue, — 
if you direct them to attend the Sunday-school and 
the church, and stay at home yourself, ot ^^^xA^*^^ 



time in gossipping abroad, will not your children 
observe your inconsistency ? Oh yes ; and, if they 
do not follow your steps, you will at least forfeit their 
filial respect and confidence. 

My dear Mend, consider these things, and answer 
me seriously, as in the divine presence, whether you 
are alive to your obligations, whether you are now 
seeking divine help to fulfil them, and whether you 
can say that next to your own salvation, and that of 
your husband, nothing is so dear to you as the salva- 
tion of vour children. Listen, I beseech vou, to 
those who would converse with you and counsel you 
on the subject, and do not shut your door and your 
heart against them. Many of them are themselves 
mothers, who can understand your difficulties and 
would delight to remove them; do not, therefore, 
feel ashamed of your ignorance or your poverty, but 
put aside all such scruples and welcome them as 
those whom Providence has commissioned to do you 
good. They may possibly propose to meet you 
sometimes for prayer and conversation, and, if they 
do, you should cheerfully comply with their request ; 
you can find time for things of less importance, when 
your heart is set upon them. But, perhaps, you think 
you shall feel awkward and strange in sitting down 
and conversing with them. It may be so just at 
first ; but, when you find that they are your firiends 
and have no end to answer but your good, this 
less will soon Yfeat oft «jA^^ti^^«\M ^adually 




begin to desire the opportunity. Some may say 
that they feel so wanting in knowledge, and so 
conscious of neglecting their duty, that they could 
expect nothing but reproof. Let not this discourage 
you ; it is better to see and acknowledge our faults 
than to be unacquainted with them. You may, how- 
ever, have another fear, not on your own account, 
but your husband's ; you doubt whether he will like 
you to be so engaged, and you are afraid to ask him. 
I would advise you to make the trial; obtain his 
leave to attend one or two meetings, and, should he 
find that you become a better wife, and a better 
mother, he will not long oppose you. Even the best 
parents require to be stirred up. The most watchful 
sometimes slumber, and she must be self-satisfied 
indeed who thinks she has nothing to learn. Very 
opposite to this was the spirit of the Psalmist when 
he said, *' What I know not, teach thou me ; if I 
have done evil, I will do so no more." 

You will clearly perceive that the object of this 
tract is to rouse parents, but especially mothers, to a 
sense of their important and manifold duties to their 
oflfspring. To fix the subject more powerfully on 
your mind, I will subjoin the following striking nar- 
rative : — A vessel, some time ago wrecked on the 
passage from Scotland to London, had on board one 
who was the son of professing Christians. They 
anxiously awaited his arrival, instead of whichu 
however, they received the melancholy uite.llv^\^^^ 
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that he was no more. To several questions put to the 
surviving mate, as to whether he spoke of them and 
what were the feehngs of his mind, they received 
this answer : " Daring five hours of suspense, 
before he was dashed upon the rocks, all he exclaim- 
ed was, ' Oh cruel parents, you have brought me up 
for the present life, but said nothing to me about 
eternity !' 



i» »* 



Fathbb of all, thy care we bless, 
Which crowns our families with peace ; 
From thee they sprung, and by thy hand 
They have been and are still sustained. 

Since, Lord, thou dost not scorn to dwell 
With saints in their obscurest cell, 
O make our houses thy abode : 
Be each a place for Jacobus God. 

There be thy fear and worship found ; 
There may our grateful praises sound, 
Whilst we, each morn and setting day, 
To thee our social tribute pay. 

There may thy word our search employ, 
And daily yield us light and joy ; 
Our servants thence, and rising race. 
Be taught thy precepts and thy grace. 

Bless our example, and our care 
To train our households in thy fear ; 
Then, pleased and happy, wcMl remove 
To join the family above. 



Published by the London Female Mission ; Sold at tlie 
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APPENDIX 

TO THE • 

FIRST REPORT 

OF THE 

LONDON FEMALE MISSION. 

A. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE 
AGENT FOR FALLEN WOMEN. 



The following cases, selected ft'om a much greater number of 
varied degrees of interest, will, we presume, ftimish not only the 
best exposition of this department of the labours of the London 
Female Mission, but the most effective appeal to British libera- 
lity on its behalf. Woman, when divested of modesty, becomes 
by her fascinations a fearfhl agent of the spirit of darkness, 
and inflicts upon the community an amount of moral injury of 
which it is scarcely possible to form an adequate idea. Terri- 
ble is the description which Solomon gives of her in his warn- 
ing to young men : " At the window of my house I looked 
through my casement, and I beheld among the simple ones, I 
discerned among the youths, a young man void of understand- 
ing passing through the street near her comer, and he went 
the way to her house, in the twilight, in the evening, in the black 
and dark night ; and, behold, there met him a woman with the 
attire of a harlot and subtle of heart : she is loud and stub- 
bom ; her feet abide not in her house : now is she without, 

NOW IN THB STBBBTS, AND LIETH IN WiVIT AT BVERY COR- 
NER. Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children ! and 
attend to the words of my mouth. Let not thy heart decline 
to her ways ; go not astray in her patlvft. "5^^ ««.■«. ^kttvv. 

CAST DOWN MANX W0UNDB1>; ye^i, ULIl^X %t«t«^^ -^X.^ 

c 
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HAVE BEEN SLAIN BT HBB. Her hoiue 18 the way to hell, gomg 
down to the chambers of death." See Prov. vii. 6 — 27. 

D^raded beyond the sense of shame, and conscious of 
being an i>bject of general contempt, the abandoned outcast 
employs all her arts to ensnare unthinking youth of both sexes y 
and, having no hope of retrieving her character or rising to 
honourable standing in society, her moments of remorse are 
moments of unmit^ated wretchedness, which, instead of soften- 
ing the heart, leave her utterly reckless. 

If however such a being can be reclaimed, it must be 
obvious to all who reflect upon the subject that the benefit 
conferred upon her is but a small part of the good which 
would be actually accomplished. Of her the sentiment of the 
inspired writer is emphatically true that " one sinner destroys 
much good," and the benefit conferred upon society hy re- 
claiming her from the path of vice is more than proportioned 
to the degree in which har practised arts of subtlety would 
have entailed misery and ruin upon multitudes. It is not 
merely the removal of a contagious pestilence ; but the estab- 
lishment in its stead of a healing and renovating stream. 
Should it be said that all efibrts to accomplish so important 
and desirable a change are unavailii^ — that the condition of 
these degraded beings is utterly hopeless-^we need not insist 
upon the facts recorded in the New Testament to prove that 
extortioners and harlots are in many cases more capable 
of being brought under the influence of the purifying prin- 
ciples of the gospel than many whose moral character 
is unimpeachable in the sight of men; the facts which 
are detailed in the following extracts, the accuracy of 
which can be substantiated to the satisfaction of all who 
will take the trouble to enquire, will be sufficient to 
show that there is no reason whatever for discourage- 
ment in our attempts on behalf of this most wretched and 
abandoned class of our fellow-sinners. Much has already 
been achieved, and much more might without doubt have 
been accomplished if the pecuniary resources of the mission 
had been more ample. Of those who have been restored to 
society, we have reason to believe that some have been trans- 
lated from the kingdom of darkness into that of God's dear 
Son, and all have been more or less impressed with the scrip- 
tural instructions they have received and which we trust may 
by the blessing of God lay the foundation for genuine and de- 
cidedpiety'^tikBi they may be found \m\tt -i^Taifie^ and honour, 
tuid glory, at the appearing of Jes\xa CVwnaX. 
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I. 



M. W., aged fifteen years. — ^This was a case of 
distress recommended by Mrs. H. I promised to re- 
commend it to the Committee, and begged Mrs. H. to 
interest herself on behalf of the Mission. On inves- 
tigating the case, however, I fomid that the yomig girl 
(the eldest of five children, the mother a widow) had 
been twice convicted of theft. I therefore directed 
her to apply to the ** Refuge for the Destitute," where 
she was received, 

II. 

M. E., a poor but cleanly-looking orphan of 
about fourteen years of age, living under the protec- 
tion of a poor woman, happily an honest one, at , 

This girl stated that she could have a place had 
she only decent clothing to go to it« I ascertained 
the truth of this by calling on the person who was 
willing to engage her, and, being satisfied of her re- 
spectability, I recommended the case to the ** Provi- 
sional Society," when it was immediaitdy attended 
to, and she is now at the place. 

III. 

E. C. — ^This was a young woman sent to me by 
Mr. D. ; she had not yet fdlen, but was placed in 
circumstances of great temptation. She said she had 
oome from Dublin with her only near relative, a bro- 
ther, who was a coach-smith. They landed in 
Liverpool, where she obtained a situation in a family, 
but as her brother could not succeed to his satisfac- 
tion he proceeded to London. After a short time £. 
felt a strong desire to follow him, as she was much 
attached to him. She accordingly left her place, but 
to her mortification on her arrival in London she 
discoTered tliat he had left for A.metvca.. ^^nSk^^*^ 
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friend at Liverpool, I immediately wrote to have the 
truth of her story investigated, and, having received 
a reply in all respects most satisfactory, I was happy 
enough to procure a situation in a pious family for 
her instanter. We are preparing her to enter upon 
it on Tuesday next, for she has been obliged to part 
with all her clothes to procure subsistence since she 
came to London. Having, in addition to a few arti^ 

cles suppHed by Sir , advanced £1 from our 

"Loan Fund" I accompanied her to the coach, 
I have since visited the family, and found that she 
was going on very satisfactorily. 

IV. 

J. O., a wretched object of distress, who had 
been seduced from the path of virtue in her youth, 
and at the age of forty was friendless and miserable, 
but had never been on the town. — ^As it appeared she 
wds, or rather would be, entitled to some little property 
on the death of an insane sister, I wrote on the 
subject to a lawyer, who is endeavouring to procure a 
purchaser for her interest in the property. I was at 
a loss how to serve her, but was constrained to feed 
her, and pay for her lodgings, whilst I wrote to Sir 
S. S., with whom her father had lived forty-four 
years in the capacity of clerk. That gentleman sent 
me five pounds to lay out for her benefit, and I 
accordingly clothed her decently and agreed to pay 
five shillings per week for her board in the workhouse, 
whilst I corresponded with her friends in Scotland. 
Having kept her one week in the workhouse, I de- 
termined to take her into my own family on trial, in 
order that I might recommend her if she proved de- 
serving, and I am happy to say that her conduct has 
hitherto been very satisfactory, 

V. 

If. G.— This young l?oTAm^i^^t^ ^ %^^^ ^Ma^- 
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ter, but occasionally suffers from a complaint on the 
lungs which has obliged her frequently to leave her 
places of servitude, and when out of place she has 
been compelled to part with her clothes. She ob- 
tained a situation, but, when the lady found she 
could not dress as well as she desired to have her 
servants dress, she discharged her. She has since 
been under medical care, and feeling much stronger, 
and, observing the notice attached to the bills announc- 
ing a sermon for the London Female Mission, she 
applied to me. She appears a steady and I hope a 
pious girl, and promises to return any pecuniary aid 
that may be afforded. I told her to look out for a 
situation, and if on investigation of the circumstances, 
and enquiry at the places where she had lived, I 
found reason to be satisfied, I would see what could 
be done. A situation was found, she was recom- 
mended to the " Provisional Society," and that society 
supplied her with suitable clothing. 

VI. 

A. D. — This is a case in which I felt deeply inter- 
ested, and would gladly have obtained admission for 
the object of it into the Probationary House at once, 
but it was full. The Committee however promised 
her the first vacancy. I called on a lady, with whom 
she lived as servant four years since, who gave her 
an excellent character for honesty, modesty, and in- 
dustry ; but owing to her temper, which gave rise to 
insolence, she had discharged her and refused to give 
her a character. The imhappy girl had subsequently 
endeavoured to live by selling wash-leather, but this 
would not do, and she at length had recourse to less 
honourable measures ; but she was evidently miserable 
and truly desirous to be restored to a. cott^^ ^"k^ ^ 
life, — She is now in the Proba^oivax^ ^o\>a&» 
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VII. 



C. P., having lost her parents when very young, 
was brought up by a stranger. She subsequently 
lived 18 months with a brother, who worked as a 
tailor. He however gave up this trade and went to 
sea, when she was left quite destitute and without a 
friend. She then lived by prostitution for two years, 
but felt very miserable. At length a poor widow, 
seeing her very ill used because she could not pay 
her rent, was induced to enter into conversation with 
her, and, finding that she desired to leave her sinful 
life, she took her into her apartment. Here she 
remained nine weeks, when the poor widow, finding 
the burden more than she could bear, brought her to 
me and with tears implored me to save the poor 
girl, as she feared she would be obliged to take 
refuge in the poor-house.* Being quite full in the 
Lodging-House. I gave the poor woman three shil- 
lings, and promised to relieve her of her charge as 
soon as I could. Accordingly in the following week 
I received her. 

VIII. 

S. F. — This may be termed a case of prevention, 
and was referred to me by a friend on the commit- 
tee of the " Provisional Society," which has in several 
cases responded to our appeal. The character 
received of her from her late employer, from whose 
service she was discharged two months since, is as 
follows : — " She is a very clean, honest, industrious, 
good-working woman, but unfortunately gave way 
to strong drink." 

• The conduct of this poor woman is worthy of note. May 
it not be said of her, as of one oi o\d/^\«s^iL^ this ^oor widow 
Juis put in more than you ail " t 
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She professed deep sorrow for the past, and pro- 
mised amendment. Hoping therefore that her 
present distress might be overruled to her future 
good, I thought it right to give her a trial. She 
afterwards attended a total abstinence meeting with 
me, and signed the pledge. The committee of the 
" Provisional Society" have promised to clothe her 
for a situation when one can be found, should she 
conduct herself properly, which she has hitherto done. 

IX. 

M. S., 19 years of age, is a young woman who 
lived for 17 months as a servant of all work with 
Mr. and Mrs. D. She was seduced three years 
ago by a young man, with whom she lived three 
months, and by whom she had a child, which lived 
seven months. She subsequently supported herself 
as well as she could by " slop-work," till within the 
last ten months, when she went on the streets. A 
fortnight since, as she was passing by 2ion Chapel, 
Whitechapel, she heard singing, and after pausing 
for a moment she entered. The sermon, from her 
account, was an excellent one, on the text, " God so 
loved the world," &c. She could no longer go on 
in sin. She attended the same chapel on the Sab- 
bath, and applied to a person for whom her father 
(now dead) had formerly worked ; this person sent 
her to Mr. T., by whom she was directed to me. 
She is now in the Probationary House, having been 
kept some little time in the Lodging- House. 

x. 

S. D, is a very interesting young woman, whose 
mother-in-law applied to me some weeks since, but 
a lapse had ensued in consequence of the y^^^sc^ 
woman, who had become a moXYkSt, cwi'tiessSssw^V^i' 
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self through shame. Her seducer, as is commonly 
the case, had promised marriage ; but such promises 
are like those of the first seducer to evil. The poor 
creature was thankful to avail herself of the Insti«- 
tutiou to retrieve her character, and the mother and 
father will bring up the child as their own. It was 
truly affecting to witness the conquest of the young 
woman over her maternal fondness for her babe; 
when the mother-in-law pleaded for a week's delay 
in order that she might take leave of her infant 
the poor girl with tears exclaimed, " Oh no ! let nje 
remain now, or I shall not be able to endure to part 
from it." 

XI. 

M. P., a young woman of most interesting 
appearance, sent to me by Mr. D., some time since, 
for my advice respecting the propriety of his lend- 
ing her a helping hand. This I strongly recom- 
mended, and he did help her to a limited extent, but, 
his assistance being discontinued before she was per- 
manently provided for, she was left entirely on my 
hands, and I decidedly thought I ought not to aban- 
don her. It appears that she was seduced in her last 
place, where she lived three years. A child was bom, 
and supported by her parting with all her clothes, until 
she got it into the ** Foundling Hospital." After the 
lapse of a fortnight, I succeeded in procuring a place 
for her, at an expense altogether of 15s. 6d., which 
she has promised to repay by degrees. 

XII. 

S. H. — ^This was a case recommended to my no- 
tice by the agent for young women of good character, 
fmd it presented pecu\iarVy *m\.«e&\jai% features, as 
the subject of it bore eN\<3Leiv\. \Ma\& ^^ >gi2W5sss«i 
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penitence. I felt it an incumbent duty to relieve her 
necessities, which were urgent, seeing also that she 
assured me she had resolved to starve rather than 
continue in sin, I would have taken her at once into 
a lodging, but, finding that it was an hospital-case, I 
recommended her to try for admission. She procured 
a letter, which I signed, and she was admitted into 
the Charing- Cross Hospital. 

XIII. 

E. B., a very interesting young woman of nine- 
teen, sent to me by the agent for young women of 
good character. It appears that she was seduced, 
and had become a mother fourteen months since. 
Her parents kindly received both herself and child ; 
but, as her father was now out of work, they begged 
that something might be done to restore the daughter 
to service, and she was accordingly sent to me for 
advice. I happened to be out, and, her application 
being misunderstood, she was sent after a place in^ 
tended for another. The girl, thinking it was all di- 
rected by me, went ; and, although the^ lady would 
not have ventured to ask for such a cfiaracter, she 
became so interested in the girl that after obtaining 
the acquiescence of her husband she agreed to take 
her. I accordingly provided her with a few essential 
articles from the ** loan fund," and the following Mon- 
day she went to the place. 

XIV. 

M. K., a young woman, a native of Cork, who 
left, according to her own account, a situation where 
she had lived eleven months, and accompanied a la- 
bounng man's family to England, being informed 
that she would do better in Loivdoiv,wiA^«vsM^\^s«v^s». 
with them until she suited \ieTafi\i^>a^>X»^'Wi»^^^^^^ 
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dismay she found that this was not so easy as she an- 
ticipated when indulging in the too natural love of 
change. — She had heen two months in London with- 
out finding any one willing to try her, for want of 
some better reference as to character than that of the 
poor Irish labourer's wife. She parted with all her 
clothes, and (poor creature !) would gladly have gone 
back to Ireland, where she has parents, if she could 
have been suppHed with the means of going. 

This case 1 have satisfactorily provided for. With 
the help of ten shillings from the " loan fund " she 
was prepared for her situation, where I saw her happily 
settled last week with a family who are interested in 
those " things which belong to our everlasting peace." 

XV. 

A. W., a young woman of really respectable ap- 
pearance, but in a nervous state of health, owing no 
doubt to a long life of irregularity, having been 14 
years on the town. She stated that her mother w^s 
in the poor-house, and she feared would miss some 
little comforts she was in the habit of supplying ; 
and, as she was a thoughtless woman, she would she 
felt assured be vexed with her for entering an Insti- 
tution. She appeared before the committee, but, 
although the ladies were wiUing to receive her, her 
admission was deferred for a week, as she had some 
furniture to dispose of. In the course of conversa- 
tion she asked me with tears whether the treatment 
would be kind, stating that she could do any thing with 
gentle treatment, but could not bear the reverse. 
Oh how incumbent it is on us all to bear in mind the 
goodness of our Creator in this particular, who says, 
" Thy sins and thy iniquities will I remember no 
more!" She repeated ^et N\a\\» to me, and on the 
3rd of October 'was adnttttfcdVnXQ V!wi^x^v!^\^Tv^ 
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House, where she has conducted herself exceed- 
ingly well. 

XTI. 

S. H. — ^This yoimg woman was brought to my 
house by the matron of the Probationary House, 
where they had no room to receive her. I accordingly 
accompanied her to the residence of a pious widow, 
under whose care I desired to place her (until a va- 
cancy occurred) at the expense of the Society ; but 
when there she refused to remain. Poor creature ! 
her senses were impaired, and it was vain to reason 
with her ; besides I immediately saw that she was 
not a fit inmate for a private lodging. She begged 
to remain with me, and, inconvenient and painful as 
it was, I could not let her go home, as she termed 
the vile abode from which she had been rescued. I 
kept her two days, during which time my heart 
bled for this child of misfortune, whose maniacal 
state I am inclined to believe has been induced 
by the life she has led, and lies doubtless at the 
door of her original seducer.* Oh that every libertme 
could hear the sermons which in her ravings she 
preaches to such characters, that they could witness 
the wreck of one who is still lovely and who might 
have been an ornament to society ! Finding that 
my servant, with whom she slept, could get no 
rest, I strove to persuade her to go elsewhere, and, 
strange to say, on my proposing the workhouse, 
she agreed to go there. 1 accor^gly accompanied 
her, my husband having previously (by favour) 
procured an order for her admission, on our agreeing 
to pay for her. 

* A Cambridge StodisuX^ 
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XVII. 



M. F., aged twenty — no parents, no relatives, 
with the exception of one brother, who has gone to 
Spain. Her native place is Chelmsford, Essex. She 
lived for two years in service at a village in the same 
county. Having been seduced by her master, she 
left her place, and was afterwards taken ill with fever. 
On her recovery (expecting to become a mother) she 
left the village to avoid being put into prison, which 
is the lot of all such offenders for bringing burdens 
on the parish. In order to support herself and child, 
she pledged her clothes, and, when all means of sub- 
sistence were exhausted, she went on the town. At 
the age of ten months the child died of convulsions 
from exposure and want, and she herself became so 
ill that the poHce carried her to the nearest hospital, 
where she was kept three weeks and then discharged. 
Two days after this, when through weakness she felt 
utterly reckless of what became of her, she seated 
herself on the step of a door, whence some one order- 
ed her immediate departure. She refused to stir, and, 
on a woman throwing water over her, she returned 
abuse, and the pohce being called she was given in 
charge and committed to the "House of Correction." 
Here her heart appears to have been softened by 
divme grace, and on commg out she was, through 
some kind friend, directed to the Mission. She was 
received into the Lodging-House and subsequently 
removed to the " Probationary House." 

XVIII. 

A. M. — ^This was a young woman sent to me to 

£nd some temporary shelter for her by the Assistant 

Secretary of the Miaavon. ^\i!& T^\«.\&d ker case as fol- 

lowa : — Nine years sixice ^"&\w^^^& ^«r^«s!^.\ss.^.^jsci^ 
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tleman's family, under a housekeeper. The house- 
keeper married an innkeeper in the neighbourhood, and 
A. M. at her request accompanied her in the capacity 
of servant. After some time a gentleman who took 
up his abode for a few days at the inn effected her 
ruin. She became pregnant, and he extorted a pro- 
mise from her (on a subsequent visit) not to swear 
the child to him. When she could no longer with 
safetv remain in her situation he told her that if she 
would come up to London he would meet her at the 
Bull Inn, Aldgate, and provide for her. She com- 
plied with his request, but he failed to meet her, and 
after waiting there three days, reducing her balance 
of wages which she brought up with her, she told 
her story and was directed to apply to some per- 
sons who procured her admission into the work- 
house, making the expense however chargeable on 
her own parish. She was delivered of a dead child, 
but the consequences of a very severe labour, and 
other causes, laid her on a bed of sickness for five 
months, at the expiration of which she was dis- 
charged in health and immediately sought for a 
situation. This she soon found. The lady wrote 
for her character, but, unfortunately for her, enquired 
particularly why and when she left. The true reason 
was given, and she was rejected. Thus situated she 
was driven to sin, and was kept by one and another 
for some time, until a guilty conscience so troubled 
her as to make life burdensome. She considered 
herself lost; her sleep was disturbed by the most 
frightful visions, and this, together with the hopeless 
desire of seeing her aged parents, drove her sdmost 
frantic. This lasted some time, until at length, 
after going to bed one night, she rose up, went softly 
Qut of the house, and threw herself into the to^x 
Thames. From this awful situaXVou ^^ ^«a\a:^;^jic^ 
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rescued ere life was extinct, and conveyed to a work- 
house, where she remained until recovered and was then 
sent to me by the assistant secretary. We had much 
comfort in conversing with her, and thought her 
a most promising character. Her gratitude was 
very great. Much interest was excited on her be- 
half, and a lady proposed to try her as a servant ; 
but, exhibiting indications of insanity, it was thought 
advisable to send her to her parish. 



CONSTITUTION OF THE LONDON FEMALE 

MISSION. 



I. This Society shall be called ** The London Female 
Mission." 

II. The design of the Society shall be to promote the 
moral and spiritual improvement of females. 

III. In order to accomplish this design the following 
amongst other measures shall be adopted : — 

1. To form associations of mothers, of unmarried women, 
and of little girls, for the purpose of communicating informa- 
tion calculated to help mothers in training their offspring, — 
to enlighten the mind, to save from temptation, and direct 
the energies of young women of good character, — and to 
assist in training such as are growing up to womanhood in a 
manner that may render them a blessing to society. 

2. To promote the establishment of homes^ to be con- 
ducted on Christian principles, for the cheap and comfortable 
accommodation of servants of respectable character. 

3. To provide a temporary refugCj with employment and 
Jostruction, for indigent young women of good character. 

4. To assist deserving fcma\e& *y[\ ^Xi^\tv% ^Sfeaalions in 
^bicb they may procure aii\ioTi««!t\Vi^\\tf>Q^. 
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5. To promote the establisbment of asylams for fallen 
females desirous of returning to the paths of virtue. 

6. To form Libraries, and distribute Tracts for the benefit 
of females. 

IV. Contributions will be received and applied exclu- 
sively to any one or more of the objects above specified 
which the donors may select. 

V. Experienced and judicious women of piety shall be 
employed, to give themselves wholly to the work of the 
society, and shall be remunerated for their services. The 
managers will also avail themselves of the gratuitous services 
of other Christian females who may be competent. 

V I. No person shall be receivcnl into the number of managers 
or salaried agents of the society who is not of evangelical 
principles and of undoubted personal piety. 

VII. The business of the society shall be managed by a 
committee of not fewer than nine gentlemen, a treasurer, a 
sub-treasurer, and one or more secretaries. The managers 
shall add to their number or fill up any vacancies that may 
occur at tlieir discretion, shall appoint one or more com- 
mittees of ladies to superintend the various departments of the 
work, and shall annually elect two auditors of their accounts. 

VIII. All meetings of the mission and of its various com- 
mittees shall be opened and closed with prayer. 

IX. An annual statement of the proceedings of the society 
shall be published for the satisfaction of contributors. 



c. 

THE SERVANTS' HOME, 



This Home is designed to be what its name imports, and 
nothing will be wanting to render it a con\fortabk home to 
those who may avail themselves of its friendly shelter. 

It is particularly intended for respectable young females 
from the country, or those who, hav\\\^ Tko t^^XXuf^^ ^x 
friends in London, desire temporary \od%\ii^ viViw^ >iDfti xo»^ 
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be free from the numberless snares to which young women are 
generally exposed in this metropolis, and be in a position to 
dnd employment. 

RELIGIOUS PRIVILEGES. 

1. Family worship is maintained daily at eight o'clock in 
the morning and at half-past nine in the evening. 

2. The lodgers have access to a library of useful books. 

3. They may accompany the superintendent or her as- 
sistant to a place of worship every Lord's day. 

TEMPORAL ADVANTAGES. 

1. Being a register-office, as well as a lodging-house, those 
who desire employment, and can furnish satisfactory testi- 
monials of character and competency, will be in the way of 
meeting with suitable situations. 

2. Efforts will be made to find needle-work or other em- 
ployment for tliose who may wish thus to occupy their spare 
time while lodging at the home. 

CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION. 

The applicant must satisfy the superintendent as to the 
respectability of her moral character and must agree to con- 
form to the rules of the house. 

RULES FOR LODGERS. 

1. The temptations in the streets of London in the eveninsr 
to unprotected females being so numerous, it is required that 
no lodger go out after dusk without assigning a satisfactory 
reason to the superintendent for so doing. 

2. To prevent the possibility of improper persons frequent- 
ing the house, no person shall be allowed to visit any lodger 
except in the presence of the superintendent. 

8. Unbecoming language, improper singing, card-playing, 
dancing, &c., cannot be tolerated, and, to avoid the danger 
of intemperance, all intoxicating liquors will be entirely 
prohibited. 

4. The charge for 1od>(ing to each female who occupies a 
whole bed shall be ::^s. 6d.. half a bed Is. 6d. a-week, can- 
dles, soap, house-linen, and the use of the kitchen fire and 
cooking utensils included. 

5. The kitchen fire to be out at ten, and the lights in the 
bed-rooms by half-past ten, except by special permission. 

6. Tbose who wish to board ?c% vie\Vft&\wl^« will pay five 
fi/fl^s e:^tra per week, KacV\ ^e\tv?\^ ^\« ^^^\'i»\»x ss^knv 
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provisions shall, after ustng^ any article in cooking or other-* 
wise, restore the same to its place clean as she found it. 

7. The time for any lodger to remain in the bouse will be 
regulated by circumstances, and the kindest advice will be 
given to those who require it. 

RULBS FOR THE SUPBRINTBNDBNT. 

Your business is to preside over and regulate all the affairs 
of tliis home, which the managers of the mission hope you 
will ever be enabled to do in the spirit of love. You will 
maintain family worship at eight o'clock in the morning 
and half- past nine in the evening; and your other duties may 
be classed as follows : — 

I. In relation to those who desire lodgings, 

1. Receive no one until from personal conversation, and 
examination of written testimonials, or otherwise, you are 
satisfied that she is virtuous and respectable. 

2. Enter the name of the lodger, and the names of the 
parties who bear testimony of her, in a book, specifying the 
dates of her coming to and leaving the Home, and submit 
the same regularly to the inspection of the committee. 

3. See that the riiles relating to lodgers be duly ob- 
served. 

II. /n relation to those who wish for situations, 

1. Enter in a book the particulars of each case, according 
to the pattern furnished by the committee. 

2. When a female procures a situation, enter opposite to 
her name the name and address of tl^e parties who have hired 
her, with the date. 



RULES OF DISTRICT ASYLUMS, 



1. This Society shall be designated " The . j ■ 
Penitent Female Asylum." 

2. The object of this society shall be to pioixio^fc \Jftfe «^\rv- 
tual and temporal interestp qf femsik^NvYvo Yvd.N^ ^T».\ft^^^<5^ 
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the paths of virtue, by proriding a temporary refdge, and 
suitable instruction and employment, with a view to thdr ul- 
timate restoration. 

3. The managers of this society shall be a treasurer, one or 
more secretaries, and a committee of not fewer than six gen- 
tlemen, with power to fill up vacancies and to add to tiieir 
number; they shall meet monthly or oftener: three mem- 
bers to form a quorum. 

4. The managers shall appoint a committee of six or more 
ladies, with a treasurer and one or more secretaries, who shall 
have power to fill up all vacancies and to add to their number. 
This committee to meet monthly or oftener, to attend to 
the internal arrangements and management of the asylum : 
three members to form a quorum. 

5. Each of these committees shall choose from their own 
number an executive or sub-committee of not fewer than four 
members, to meet weekly or oftener and attend to the regular 
routine business of the society in their respective departments; 
and the officers of each committee shall be respectively ex- 
officio members of the sub-committees : three members to 
form a quorum. 

6. No person shall be received or retained as a member of 
any committee of this society who does not hold evangelical 
sentiments and give evidence of personal piety, and no meet- 
ing of the committee shall be conducted without prayer being 
offered for divine direction. 

7. This society shall receive into the asylum only such wo- 
men as have passed through the Probationary House of the 
Loudon Female Mission, and at the close of the months of 
March, June, September, and December, shall report their 
proceedings to that society, wliich shall not however be 
responsible for any debts contracted by this society. 

8. This society shall endeavour to restore each female to her 
friends, or, as soon as satisfactory evidence has been given of 
her reformation, to place her in a suitable situation. 

9. A house shall be rented, purchased, or built, for the pur- 
poses of an asylum. 

10. The females received into this asylum shall be such as 
have recently fallen from the paths of virtue,* and their num- 
ber shall not exceed twenty-five at any one time. 

11, This asylum shall be conducted as far as possible as apri- 
vate fainily, and on principles of the strictest economy and 

♦ Or those of •oiae oO\w e\««» Xo>>« w?**\^*^» 
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industry : the proceeds of work done by the inmates of the 
asylum to be appropriated towards defraying its expenses. 

12. Religious instruction and medical assistance shall be 
provided for the inmates of this asylum. 

13. No female shall be retained in the asylum longer than 
shall be considered absolutely necessary. 

14. A report of the proceedings of the society, with an 
audited statement of its accounts, shall be published annually 
for the satisfaction of contributors. 



BY-LAWS. 

obntlbmbn's committbe. 

1 . This committee shall meet on the fourth Wednesday 
evening in every month* (or oftener if necessary), when all the 
general business of the society shall come under its supervi- 
sion and control. 

2. The minutes of the sub-committee shall be read and con- 
firmed, and all business arising therefrom shall be carefully 
considered and attended to. 

3. Tlie committee shall make a report once in three months 
to the managers of the London Female Mission in reference 
to the condition of the asylum and the general proceedings 
of the society, and shall annually appoint two auditors of 
their accounts. 

gbntlbmbn's sub-committbb. 

1 . The sub-committee shall meet every Wednesday evening* 
(or oftener if necessary), to attend to all the routine business 
of the society. 

2. The minutes of the ladies' committee and sub-committee 
shall be read and confirmed, and all business arising therefrom 
shall be carefully considered and attended to. 

3. This sub-committee shall contract with the diff*erent 
tradesmen to supply the asylum with necessary articles. 

4. They shall examine aU bills and submit tiliem to the com- 
mittee for payment. 

5. Tliey shall appoint and remove the servants of the asy- 
lum, and fix the amount of their salaries, with the concurrence 
of the general committee. 

• Or neb other time u may b««t «aU tti« Q«a^«uV«VL«« ^ ^* woas^Ci**. 

d2 
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6. The minutes of this sub-committee shall be submitted to 
the general committee. 

LADIBS' COMMITTEE. 

1. This committee shall meet on the fourth Wednesday 
morning in every month * (or oftener if necessary), when all 
the general business relative to the internal arrangements and 
management of the asylum shall be transacted. 

2. The minutes of the ladies* sub-committee shall be read 
and confirmed, and all business arising therefrom shall be 
carefully considered and attended to. 

3. At their monthly meeting this committee shall appoint 
out of their own number, for every week in the ensuing 
month two or more visitors, who shall visit the asylum to 
superintend the employment, diet, and dress of the inmates, 
to examine their work, converse with them, and read to them 
the scriptures or some useful book or tract : one or more of 
these visitors shall visit the asylum daily, and at the end of 
the week they shall report to the ladies' sub-committee the 
condition of the asylum, with such observations as they may 
have made respecting it. 

4. All contributions received by the ladies shall be paid at 
the monthly meeting of the committee to their treasurer, who 
shall remit the same monthly to the treasurer of the society. 

5. Tliis committee shall fill up all vacancies in their officers 
as they may arise ; and, after conferring with the managers of 
the London Female Mission, shall recommend to the gentle- 
men's sub-committee, from time to time, for appointment, a 
pious matron, and (if necessary) a sub-matron, of business 
habits and general intelligence. 

6. The minutes of this committee, as well as of the ladies' 
sub-committee, shall be submitted to the gentlemen's sub- 
committee. 

ladies' sub-committee. 

1 . The ladies' sub-committee shall meet every Wednesday 
morning* (or oftener if necessary), when they shall carefully , 
consider the weekly reports of the visitors appointed by the 
ladies* committee and of the matron, and shall attend to any 
business which may arise out of the same. 

2. As vacancies arise in the asylum, this sub-committee 
0haU correspond with the sub-committee of the Probationary 

— ^ f^ Or fucji othef tim« Bi may bett w^\ >a*% ftou'?%T>\«tt»% ^1 ^* ^^t»js\\>fe 
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House, that such yacancies may be filled up by inmates 
from that house, but the resolutions for the admission and 
removal of inmates shall not be final until confirmed by the 
gentlemen's sub-committee. 

3. The minutes of this sub-committee shall be submitted to 
the ladies' committee. 

For the rules relating to Religious instruction, Medical 
ASSISTANCE, Thb Matron, The Inmatbs, Visiting, and 
Discharge, see the corresponding articles in the Rules of the 
Probationary House. 



RULES OF THE PROBATIONARY HOUSE. 



gentlemen's committee. 



1 . A committee of three or more gentlemen shall be ap- 
pointed from the managers of the London Female Mission to 
regulate the affairs of this house. 

2. The committee shall appoint a ladies' committee of six 
or more members, with a treasurer and one or more secreta- 
ries. The ladies shall fill up all yacancies in their number, 
subject to the approval of the gentlemen's committee. 

3. The committee shall meet weekly, or as often as may be 
necessary, shall receive and consider the reports of the ladles' 
committee, finally receive and dismiss the penitents, elect and 
dismiss the servants of the house, fix the amount of their sala- 
ries (subject to the approval of the managers of the mission), 
audit bills and report them to the managers that they may be 
ordered for payment, make the requisite arrangements for the 
supply of the house with provisions and all other necessary 
articles, and report their proceedings to the managers at their 
stated meetings. 

ladies' committee. 

1, The committee shall meet once a-'we^, ox o^Xeoet NS. tsr- 

d3 
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cessary, to consider the cases of applicants, the remarks of 
visitors, the reports of the sub-committee and of the matron, 
and to transact business relative to the penitents, and other 
matters that may call for attention. 

2. They shall appoint a sub-committee of not fewer than 
three of their number to attend to the routine business of the 
house and to confer with the gentlemen's conmiittee when 
necessary. 

3. At their first meeting in every month they shall appoint 
out of their own number two or more visitors for each week, 
who shall visit the house to superintend the employment, 
diet, and dress of the inmates, to examine their work, to 
converse with them, and to read to them the Scriptures or 
some useful book or tract : one or more of the visitors shall 
visit the house daily, and at the end of the week they shall 
report to the ladies' sub-committee the condition of the 
house, with any observations they may have made respecting 
it. 

ladies' sub-committbe. 

1. The ladies' sub-committee shall meet once a week (or 
oftener if necessary), when they shall carefully consider the 
weekly reports of the visitors appointed by the ladies' com- 
mittee and of the matron, and shall attend to any business 
which may arise out of the same, or any other business that 
may be requisite. 

2. On application from any district asylum where vacancies 
may occur this sub-committee shall select such of the inmates 
of the Probationary House as they may deem most suitable, 
and send them to the district asylum. 

3. The minutes of this sub-committee shall be submitted 
to the ladies* conmiittee. 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. 

1. The religious instruction of the inmates shall be an 
object of special attention. Divine worship shall be con- 
ducted twice every Lord's day, and at such other times as may 
be deemed practicable and expedient; and family worship 
shall be maintained by the matron every morning and 
evening. Such services shall not be open to the admission 
of strangers. 

2. The religious services shall be conducted by persons of 
approved piety and ability, \mdeT the sanction of the gentle- 

men's committee, the matron to \)fe ^waeoX. ^\. ^ such 
religious meetings. 



47 



MEDICAL ASSISTANCE. 

One or more medical gentlemen of experience shall be ap- 
pointed to visit the house as often as required, who shall 
perform the duties of their office gratuitously. They shall 
not attend any patient except in the presence of the matron 
or sub-matron. 

THE MATRON. 

1. The matron shall superintend the internal arrangements 
of the house, under the direction of the ladies' sub-committee. 

2. She shall keep the clothes of the inmates and deliver 
them out to each as they may be required, — shall receive 
the provisions and stores allowed for the house, taking care 
that they are of due weight and measure, that none be car- 
ried away, and that no waste be made, — and shall be re- 
sponsible for the furniture and every other article committed 
to her charge. 

3. She shall be as much as possible in the company of the 
inmates, — shall observe their general deportment and the 
progress of their work, and shall inspect the proceedings of 
the assistant matron. She shall receive the materials for 
work, attend to the same being safely and punctually returned 
when finished, and keep an account of the kind and quantity 
of the work, which account shall be examined by the ladies* 
sub-committee. She shall also keep proper books of accounts 
in which shall be entered every matter relative to the house 
and the work carried on therein. 

4. She shall not follow any other business or employment 
whatever, but shall give herself wholly to the interests of the 
house, and shall instruct, or cause to be instructed, all the 
penitents who are ignorant in whatever may be deemed by 
the ladies' sub-committee to be necessary. 

5. Neither the matron nor sub-matron shall be one night 
absent from the house without the knowledge and approval 
of the ladies' sub-committee, nor without satisfactory arrange- 
ments having been made by that committee for their place 
being supplied by a proper substitute. 

6. The matron shall not allow any person whatever besides 
the regular inmates to sleep in the house. 

7. As the only principle by which the managers hope to 
succeed in reclaiming the inmates of the Probationary House, 
and bringing them to feel the force of religious truth, is that 
of Christian love, they trust that the matroiL'^V^^^Tidj^QNSL ^\\. 
aV occaaionB to eicemplify this. 

D 4 
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8. The matron shall make a weekly report to the ladies' 
sub-committee of the deportment of the inmates of the house, 
of the money earned by them, of the work received and de- 
livered, and of the cash received for work done (the amount 
of which shall be paid to the treasurer monthly), and this 
report shall be transmitted to the gentlemen's committee. 

THE INMATES. 

1. No female shall be suffered to remain in the house longer 
than she conforms to its rules. These shall be read to every 
one on her entrance, and likewise in the presence of all the 
the inmates, after family worship, on the morning of the first 
Monday in every month. 

2. No female, after she has been received, shall be allowed 
to go out of the premises until discharged, except on very 
ui^nt and extraordinary occasions by permission of the 
ladies' sub-committee, and then she shall be accompanied by 
a trustworthy female. 

3. The inmates shall be kept at constant employment (with 
the exception of the time necessary for meals, instruction, and 
rest) according to their several abilities, and as may be best 
calculated to qualify them for the situations they may be 
called to occupy: one hour to be allowed for dinner, and 
half an hour for each of the other meals. 

4. They shall preserve a becoming silence and a decent de- 
portment, and care shall be taken to repress all reproaches 
for past irregularities, all railing, and all envious and angry 
expressions. Lying, swearing, dishonesty, indecorous be- 
haviour, and repeated disobedience, shall (unless there be 
alleviating circumstances which may induce a mitigation of 
the punishment) be followed with expulsion by the ladies' 
sub-committee, subject to the approval of the gentlemen's 
committee. 

5. They shall attend family worship morning and evening, 
and promptly obey all the directions and orders of the 
matron. 

6. They shall rise at six o'clock in the morning from the 
first of April to the first of November, and at seven from the 
first of November to the first of April, and shall always 
retire by ten o'clock, after which no fire nor candle shall be 
allowed except in case of sickness. 

7, No letter shall be conveyed to or from them without 
previous inspection by the matTOTv,iiOT wv^ xaesa^^ without 
her knowledge and approbation. 
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8. Every female on her entrance shall be supplied with a 
copy of the word of Grod, for her use while remaining in the 
house, and on leaving, should the ladies' committee see fit, a 
copy shall be presented to her. 

VISITING. 

1. Ko gentleman shall be allowed to visit the house without 
a written order from the secretary of the gentlemen's com- 
mittee, and no lady shall be allowed to visit the house without 
the sanction of the ladies' sub-committee, and then to be 
accompanied by one of the visitors or the matron ; and, if any 
workmen be employed in or about the house, great care shall 
be taken by the matron and sub-matron that the females are 
not seen, and the necessary repairs shall be executed with all 
possible despatch. 

2. The father, mother, or other relative of a penitent, 
being known to be such, may be permitted to see and con- 
verse with her in the committee room on the last Monday in 
the months of January, March, May, July, September, and 
November, between the hours of ten and twelve o'clock, in the 
presence of the matron. 

3. Any friends or relations of the matron or sub-matron 
who may visit them shall not be permitted to enter the apart- 
ments of the penitents. 

DISCHARGB. 

1. The committee shall by correspondence and otherwise 
use their influence with the friends of penitents to bring about 
a reconciliation. When a reconciliation takes place the 
gentlemen's committee shall discharge the female at her ovni 
request, care being taken that she be safely given into the 
hands of her friends. 

2. When any person of known respectability applies for a 
servant, the matron shall recommend to the ladies' sub-com- 
mittee a penitent whose good conduct and qualifications shall 
render her suitable for the situation, and, if the situation be 
approved and reconmiended by the sub-committee, she shall 
be discharged accordingly, but an account in writing shall 
be requested of her employer relative to her conduct and 
behaviour once a year. 

3. The ladies' sub-committee, upon receiving satisfactory 
testimony of the conduct of any penitent who has remained 
twelve months in her situation, shall tecoTomeiAXo ^^%«x^- 
tlemen's committee the bestowment oi soj^ «ki \g»S\. ^% "wac^ 
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SL'cm to them most proper, by way of encouragement : the 
same to be done at the end of the second year, if deemed 
expedient. 

4. On the discharge of those who behave well, whether 
they go out to service or to their friends, if their parents or 
friends are unable to furnish them with clothes, they shall 
be provided with such necessaries as the ladies' sub-committee 
may recommend. 

5. When any female behaves so ill that the committee 
shall think it necessary to expel her, all the inmates shall be 
made acquainted with the offence and the punishment, and 
an extract of the minute of the expulsion shall be entered in 
a book to be kept by the matron. 

G. Females desirous of leaving the house before it shall 
appear suitable for them to do so shall, after proper means 
have been used, without effect, to induce them to remain, be 
discharged ; but the committee may, if they think proper, 
supply them with what may seem necessary for their imme- 
diate support and endeavour to get them into some employ- 
ment, unless their conduct or motives for leaving the asylum 
may have rendered such procedure inexpedient. 



P. 

COMMITTEES OF THE PROBATIONARY 

HOUSE. 



GENTLEMEN S COMMITTEE. 

Sir Arthur de Capel Broke, 
Bart.. 
W. Taylor, Esq. 



E. T. Carver, Esq. 
Mr. Groser. 



Mrs. Bailey. 
Burnside. 
Burbidge. 
Cole. 
Durrant. 



LADIES COMMITTEE. 

Mrs. Ivimey. 
Jenkins. 
Painter. 
Surtees. 
Stephens. 



Mrs. Perkins. \ ^t^.Oiix.. 
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REFUGE FOR INDIGENT FEMALES. 



This refuge is designed for indigent young women of good 
character, who will here be accommodated with board and 
lodging, and will be kept suitably employed, for a limited 
period : efforts will also be used to obtain permanent situationt* 
for them according to their respective qualifications. 

The rules relating to the Refuge are in substance the same 
with those of the Probationary House. 



QUERIES RELATIVE TO AGENTS. 



QUERIES TO CANDIDATES FOR THE AGENCY. 

1 . To what clergymen, ministers, or other individuals can 
you refer for information respecting your character and quali- 
fications ? It is desirable that you name more than one. 

2. What advantages of education have you enjoyed ? 

3. Have you reason to conclude that you are a partaker of 
divine grace, and on what grounds do you arrive at that 
conclusion ? 

4. What are your views of the leading doctrines of Chris- 
tianity ? 

5. What do you consider to be the qualifications requisite 
in an agent of this society ? 

6. Have you been engaged in the instruction of the young, 
in seeking the spiritual benefit of the sick, in visiting the poor, 
or in the distribution of tracts ? 

7. In what other ways have you endeavoured to make 
yourself useful ? 

8. Have you seriously weiglied tVie ^SwsviXXNr^ ^>Ktf2iv 'wsw 
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agent of this mission must expect to encounter in the prose- 
cution of her work ? 

9. Have you before offering yourself as an agent of this 
society made it a matter of earnest and repeated prayer, 
seeking the divine guidance and blessing in so important an 
undertaking ? 

10. Have you ever been engaged in the service of any other 
society, and in what capacity ? 

11. What is your age? 

12. Are you married, and have you any family ? 

QOBRIES TO PERSONS REFERRED TO BT 
CANDIDATES. 

1. Do you consider that gives evidence of 

real piety, and has she long maintained a temper and deport- 
ment consistent with the Christian character and profession ? 

2. Since you have had reason to consider her as a Christian, 
has she manifested much concern to embrace opportunities of 
usefulness? Has she been engaged in Sabbath-school in- 
struction or in the distribution of religious tracts, or has she 
in other ways endeavoured to make herself useful to those 
about her ? 

3. What is your opinion of her competency for the service 
of this mission ? 

4. What is your opinion of her temper and prudence ? Is 
she of a mild, humble, and courteous disposition, or is she 
forward and assuming? 

5. Are there any other circumstances, either of a favourable 
or an unfavourable nature, that you can state to the committee 
respecting her ? 



X. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO AGENTS. 



I. MATERNAL AGENTS. 



i. Your work will be chieft^ com^me^ Vo. >aofc ^<3>\lomnc^ 
*biogs: — (I.) To organize assoc\«i\A<^tv^ o^ tosctrv^ \fcfi:v»., 
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f(»r the purposes of prayer on behnlf of their chUdron and 
mutual counsel as to the best means of training them for 
usefulness and for heaven. (2.) To assemble mothers! 
amongst the poor at stated periods in order to convey such 
information as may assist them in the discbarge of their 
maternal duties. (3.) To find out competent ladies — ladic^s 
of piety, of experience, and of general intelligence, as in- 
structors — to preside over the meetings amongst the poor. 
Your work will be not so much to impart instruction your- 
self as to find others who are competent to do so, and to 
point out to them where and how their talents may be most 
usefully employed. (4.) To circulate suitable tracts amongst 
mothers, and as far as possible to excite in them a desire for 
the perusal of works which may be of practical benefit in 
relation to their matenial duties. 

2. You are required to give yourself wholly to this 
work ; and it is expected that, while you will not be satisfied 
until the mothers generally in the district assigned to you are 
brought more or less under the influence of the Christian and 
benevolent eflfurts of the society, you will also endeavour to 
promote the establishment and etiiciency of maternal socie- 
ties wherever you have opportunity, so ffir as this may be 
practicable without neglecting your district. 

3. You are to send to the oflice every Saturday, b^ four 
oVlock, an abstract from your journal of your proceedings 
during the week. 

II. AGENTS FOR YOUNG WOMEN OF GOOD 

CHARACTER. 

1. Endeavour to unite young women of good character 
into district associations, for mutual improvement and use- 
fulness. 

2. Find lailies of piety and general intelligence who will 
preside over these associations, and who can command ttie 
time requisite to seek after the absent members. 

3. Take a general superintendence of the associations in 
your district, and receive from each of the ladies who pre- 
side a monthly report of the class under her care. 

4. In the prosecution of your work, discountenance levity 
and every appearance of evil amongst young women, warn 
them of their dangers, and encourage by every means in your 
power whatsoever is lovely and of good report 

5. Young women of cleanly and industrlo\]A V:Ab\\»» ^Vc^ 
»re lookiug forward to finding eipp\oy nveiaX. ^% ^Q\aRsJC\^v»- 
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vants may be informed that if they conduct themselves with 
propriety they may reckon upon your recommending them 
to the superintendent of the Females* Home. 

6. Encourage young women to employ their time pro- 
fitably and to cultivate their hearts and minds by reading and 
reflection, and supply them with suitable books. 

7. When you meet with young women who have fallen, 
but who profess a desire to return to the paths of virtue and 
are in want of counsel, introduce them to the agent of the mis- 
sion for such characters. Direct to the same lady also any 
indigent girl of good character that you can recommend who 
is prevented from entering on a situation by the want of 
suitable clothing. 

S. Do what you can incidentally towards forming maternal 
associations, and classes of little girls, and transfer them to 
the respective agents for these departments. 

9. Give yourself wholly to the work, and let not your 
influence terminate in advancing the temporal interest of 
young women, but aim throughout at their eternal happiness, 
by commending to their immediate and special attention the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the only and all-sufficient Saviour of 
the guilty: see that they have the Scriptures and if possible 
that tliey statedly attend the public means of grace. 

10. Cultivate a tender and compassionate spirit, and seek 
to follow the bright example of him who went about doing 
good, making it your meat and drink to do the will of your 
Father who is in heaven. 

11. Keep a Journal of your daily proceedings and forward 
the same to the managers at the end of every month ; send 
also to the office every Saturday by four o^clock an abstract 
of your week's proceedings. 

III. AGENTS FOR FALLEN WOMEN. 

1. Endeavour to persuade women who have fallen from 
virtue to cease from evil and learn to do well. 

3. Effect if possible a reconciliation between penitent 
females and their parents or guardians, that repenting pro- 
digals may be restored. 

3. Counsel such as have no kindred or friends as to the 
best means of supporting themselves. 

4. Send to the Probationary House, or to suitable lodg- 
ings should there be no accommoOk»\>\o\\ Coc them in the 

ta— Probationary House, sucVi peu\\ft\5X& ^\»N^\iQ\iwaR» 
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5. Provide situations as far as it may be in your power for 
tljose women in wtioni you have confidence. 

6. Advance, from the " Joan fund,** any sum tliat may be 
requisite to redeem from pawn, or to purchase, such articles 
of clothing as yoa may think necessary to enable any young 
woman to enter upon a suitable situation that may be pre- 
sented to her, requiring that the amount be returned to you 
by payments at stated periods from her wages. 

7. Distribute tracts among women of bad character and 
seek to save them by every means in your power, giving 
yourself wholly to the work of the mission. 

8. Forward to tlie managers every Saturday by four 
o'clock a written summary of the week's proceedings, from 
your Journal. 
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DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 



TO THE 



sb<^^^<s>vt ss&sffii:us&ss m^2S^<^^9 



From Nov. 14, 1836, to Dec. 31, 1837. 



£ s. d. 

A., per Hatcbard 5 

A.B 5 

A. B.C., perNisbet 10 

A. E. H 1 1 

A. F., per Barnett and Co 2 

Aldebert, Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 10 

A. M. W., per do a 6 

Anonymous I 

Do. per Nisbet 1 

Do. per do 5 

Do. per Barnett 6 

Do. per do. 5 O 

Do. per Church of Enj^land Gazette 3 

Anderson, Rev. John 2 2 

Andrews, Mrs., per Nisbet 3 

Ann, S. , per Charlotte Elizabeth 1 

Arden, Mrs 1 1 

ArkwrighU Mrs., collected by 1 3 6 

-4st6ui7, W., Esq 1 1 

>re, Miss, per Miss Come ,***,***»%%% ^ ^ Q 
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£ s. d. 

B., per Charlotte Elizabeth 10 

B., per Hatchard 5 

Bailey, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 1 1 

Do., Miss, per do. 010 6 

Do. do. per do » 5 

Balbimie, Mrs., per Miss Poynder 10 

Ball, Mrs., per Miss Stacey 1 

Barclay, James, Esq 5 

Do. do don. 500 

Barbara, F., Esq 1 

Barrett, Mrs. Sarah 1 1 

B. B., per Record 10 

B. C, per Mr. Massingham ... r 15 

B. C. M., per Hatchard 28 

Beaumont, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 1 1 

Beech, Mrs. per Rev. P. Hall 1 1 

Best, Mr 3 6 

Be van, Charles, Esq., per Barnetts don. 10 10 

Bishop, Rev. W., per E. T. Carver, Esq. 1 1 

Blomeficld, Lady, per Miss Dingwall I 

Bond, Jno. N., Esq., per Barnett 5 

Borsley, Mr 1 

Braggs, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 6 

Broke, Sir Arthur de Capel, Bart 10 10 

Brook, Mr 10 

Brooks, Mrs., per Mrs. Pilkington 10 

Brumiere, Miss, collected by 5 

Bull, Mrs., Walden 1 1 

Buller, J., Esq., per Hatchards don. 20 

Bulley, Miss, per Charlotte Elizabeth 010 

Bullock, Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 1 1 

Burbidge, Mrs., per do 1 1 

Do. do. collected by do 12 6 

Burgess, Rev. B., per Mrs. Surtees 2 6 

Bumside, W., Esq 1 1 

C, per Hatchards 5 

C, per Nisbet 2 6 

Gabbell, Benjamin B., Esq 10 10 

Cartwright, Mrs. , per Mrs. Perkins 1 1 

Carver, Mr. Edward T 10 

Catts, the Misses, per Miss Dingwall •..,,«•«,« ^ \^ ^ 

Do,, collected by, per do .,«•«•«»«%%•«»« 'V ^ ^ 

X 



C. B., per Mr. W. Hitchcock ., 9 

CD S 

Do. a Conil Necklace 10 

C. D., per Mrs. Clin 10 

C. D. H 5 O 

C. £. P., per HatcfaariU 10 

C. H., Mrt. , , 9 

Cbaliie, Mrs 1 

Glinrlewuud, Geurge, Elsq. dan. 8 

Do. do 1 

Cbauney, Mn. And Miss, per BnriiPtl 15 U 

Cliilrler, Hon. Mr9.,IKr CUarlotteBlizabeth .... 2 

Gbilds, Mr., per Bariietts A U 

CliitteadLii, Mra., p«r Mn. Perkini 8 8 

Cliriatiu], a, per Ba-raettg 5 

CLristinn's Mite, a, per do. ft 

Claypoo, Joseph, Eiq SO 

Do. da 5 

Clark, Mrs 8 

Clarke, Charles, Esq 1 o 

Clergyman, a, per Caakb 1 o 

Clergyman's wife, a, per Ninbet 2 

Clilt, Mrs 110 

Do., collected by 1 o 

Cobb, P. W.,Esq.,perBBmetts.. don. 5 

Do. do 2 2 

ColltxteJ at Mr. W. Hitciicock's UsUblisliiiieot, 

per Mr. Eklirards 1 g g 

Colleet<-d from tlie Hill side Vdlage, Bartou-OD- 

HumbLT, per Record 1 7 Q 

Do. by Mis. lowood aud Miss Oould, per Rlt. 

P.Hall 5 4 7 

Do. in sums under five stitllinits l,i g 

Do. in small sums, per Mrl. Perkins 3 

CoLi<]er«iidHopley, Miissdms., per Mrs. Perkins., 6 

Cooper, W., Esq 1 o 

Do. Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

S Cor. V. H, per Rticord 1 Q o 

Corner, Captain dua. 10 

Corric, — , Esij., piT Josepli Claypoii, Esq 1 O 

Do. Mrs., pisr du 1 o O 

Corrk; Miss, per Jo5'piiC\ftypoft,Esi\. \ Q o 

'3oweJ(, Mr. J.,purMrs. Peitvos "i ^ <* 
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£ s. d. 

Crapper, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 2 6 

Crcive, Rev. H. R., per Hatcbards 2 

Do. Mrs., per do 1 

Greswaller, Mrs, per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Crow, Mrs., per Record 1 1 

Cuthbertson, F., Esq 1 

D., per Hatcbards 5 

D., Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Davidson, Jobn, Esq., per do ] 

Do., Mrs., per do . , 5 

Davy, Mrs., per E. O. B 5 

Day, Mrs., per Mrs. Pilkington 10 

Deacon, Mrs., Edinbro., per Mr. Uitcbcock 10 

Do. Miss, do. do 10 

Do. do., per Mrs. Dr. Greville 10 

Dearman, Miss 1 1 

De Collier, Mr 1 1 

De la Torre, Mrs., per Mrs. Surtees 1 

Dingwall, Mrs 10 

Do, Miss 1 

Dixon, Miss 1 

DoUman, Mrs 1 1 

Do., Mrs. James 1 1 

Donation, a 10 

Do., per Mrs. Weir 1 10 

Draper, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 2 

Drysdale, Mrs., do 5 

Du Bois de Ferrieres, Baron 1 1 

Dubourgb, Rev. Mr., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Dutfield, Miss Ann Maria, per Mrs. Uugb Hill ..110 

Do. do. do 10 

Durrant, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

E. A. S 2 

E. C, per Nisbet 2 

E. C, Miss, Bracelet, Broacb, and Earrings 5 15 

E. C. T., per Record 2 10 

Edwards, Mrs., per Miss Dingwall 10 

K, E., per Hatchard 1 

E. E., collected by, per Charlotte Elizabeth .... 1 10 

E.H., per Record \ ^S^ ^ 

Eldridge, Mr. »»., ^ ^ ^ 



Eldriilge, Mra 

Do., Mn. J 

Elliott, Cbarlcs, Esq.. per BametU 1 

B. O. B., collected bj, at WRiden und Littlebury, 
per Charlotte Elizabeth 20 



E, O, O., per Ni*bet 10 

E. S., per Mrs. Clift 1 

EBtT[d)i;e, Rev. H. J., per Church of England 

Gazette I I 

Evans, Mrs., .^lestree, per Hutchnrd 5 

Do. do 3 

Eve, Mr. 10 

Farebrother, Mr. , 10 

Farley, Mrs., collected bf 14 

Do. do 3 

Parquhar. SirW., perBarnetts » 

Farrow, Capt., pff do 1 

F, B..perMr.W.HltflLoock .,,,. 8 

F. CO., per J P. Oibbios, Esq. 10 

Pra-rer, Mrs., BDr Mrs. Perkins 6 

Few, Mr, 6 

F. Q. W., per Mr. E, T. Carver 1 

Pine for non-«ttendiince nt Central Criminal Court 

Grnnd Jury, per Seeleja 3 

Fimie, Miss 10 

First Fruits, per Seelejs 10 

Piak. — , Esq dor. 10 

Flanders, Mrs., per Forbes and Jackson 9 

Fletcher, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins I 

Do. Mrs., Tottenlnm 1 I 

Do. Miss, do. 10 

F. L. P., Key., per Wm, Astbury, Esq 10 

F. M., per C(isrlott<! Eliaabetl 10 

Foot. Jeffrv, Esq., per Mrs. Sartees I 

Forbes, Mrs. 10 

Fwfpiturel'QPnuiBonduclto Messrs. W, Hitchcock 

aiidCo.,Muielyuf 10 

Forster, Mr. Joseph, per Mrs. Perkins 3 

Fontcr, Mr. Joseph, per Mrs. Pctfeura I 

Do. Mrs. Jeniea • •• ^ ^ 
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£ I. A. 

Kowlor, Mrs., Tottenham 8 

Do. Mias, Norwich 2 

Froaer, Mrs. i 

Do. per Mrs. Perkins ] 

Do. per Rev, P. Hall 1 

Frnsicr. Mis«, per Mrs. Perkins 1 

Friend, a fi S 



Do., Ratlibonu Pkce 2 

Do., at meeting 1 

Do., per W. Aatbury, Esq. 10 

Uo., per Miss Bflitey 6 

Do., per Barnetts 1 

Do., per Goslings, per do fl 10 i 

Do., pcY Cbnrtotte Elizabeth 10 

Do., per Do. 1 

Do., per Do. 1 

Do., per Mrs. Ctift 1 



Do., per Ciipt, Corner 1 1 

Do., per Mrs. J. Eldrldge 5 

Do., p<!r Miss Ledger 9 

Da, per Mrs. Sbaw Lcfevre 10 

Do., per Nisbut don. 13 

Do., per Do. 6 A O 

Do., p«r Do. e 6 

Do., per Mrs. Perkins d 

Do., per Mrs.Pilki.igloii 10 

Do., per Seeleys 10 6 

Do., per Rev. W Short dmi. 10 10 O 

Do., per Mr. SUrling 8 6 

Do., pcrW. B don. S O 

Do., per Mrs. Ware 1 10 

Do., per Miss Weir ft 

Do., per Mrs.G. Webster,,.. 1 

Do., Ha afflicted, per Mr. Hitchcock V Q ^ 

Friend, an IKsb, per Mrs. PilkingtoQ &<»x. \Q ^ ^ 

Fr/cods, a/eir, perRer.O. Hodgsoii. ,.., ^- ^ ' 
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£ s. d. 

Friends, three 1 10 

Do., two, per Mrs. Bailey 1 

Do., do., Norfolk, per Charlotte Elizabeth ..100 

Frost, Mrs 10 6 

F. S., per Charlotte Elizabeth 1 

Fuller, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins ».... 5 

Furze, Jas. Esq., per Mr. Hitchcock 5 

F. W., per Mr. E. T. Carver 6 

Gentleman, a, per Nisbet •.. 2 

Gibbins, J. P., Esq 110 

Giblet, Miss, collected by 8 6 

Gibson, W., Esq., 6 

Gibson, W. E., Esq. per Barnetts d 

Gibson, W. G., per Miss Braithwaite .......... 5 

Giles, , Esq 1 1 

Giles,Mrs 1 1 

Gleed, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

*' Gold Ring," a pledge of unhallowcKl attachment 

from a *' repentant backslider" » . 15 

Goodacre, Mrs., per Rev. P. Hall 10 

Gordon, Adam, Esq., per Mrs. Surtees don. 10 10 

Gordon, Mrs., do 5 

Gordon, Alex., Esq., per Barnetts don. 10 

Gordon, Major-General, per Nisbet 2 

Gouldsmith, Edmund, Esq.) per Barnetts 3 

Do. do 8 

Goulston, Miss, collected by 10 

Green, Mrs. H., per Mrs. Perkins 1 1 

Greville, Mrs. Dr., per Mr. W. Hitchcock 10 

Do., collected by 10 

Grove, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 1 

Gurney, Mrs. T., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

H., Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Haggar, Mr. John 10 

Halifax, Miss 6 

Hall, Miss, Totteridge, per Nisbet 4 

Hallum, Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 6 

Hardy, John, Esq ....««. don. 5 

Hardjr, John, Esq. 2 

Hare, Mrs.E. H., per Recot^ \^,v\ 

X>o.,Miss ^^^ ^ 



Harris, Mrs., Brndford 1 1 (1 

Do. June. perBarnetta 3 

Do. June, per do 2 

Do. Lidia, do. 3 

llHtdwr(l,Mrs.,perSeeleys 2 

llnvd, Mra., perMr. W. MitRhcock 10 

Uo. per Nisbet 6 

Hawkins, Admtrxl 10 

Haycock, Miss, per Mr. W. Hitcbcuck 1 

H. C, p(T Charlotte Eliznbetl] 10 

H. D.,perWm. AstburT, Ksq 10 O 

H. E., percimrlotte ElfzBbetli fi 

" He ttiat is without sin among ;ou, letliim first 

casta stone at her" S S O 

Head, Mrs. G., per Miss Stacey 6 

Htathcote, Mrs., per Hatchard 1 

Do MissC, do. 1 

Hewlings, Rev. Mr. 10 

H.H., per Mrs. Deacon 4 8 

H, H., mffolk, per Record 8 D 

H.H.H. don. 10 

H.K. ppfHiirnett 9 

Hill, J. ». Esq., per Seelcys 1 I 

Do. Mrs. Hugli t 

Do. Miss Sophia, per Miss Corrie 10 

Hitcbcjwk and Itogers, Messrs, don. 210 

H, G., Esq. don. 10 

Hitchcock, W., Esq. don. 3 

Do. do. Collectins BoK I 17} 

Hoare, J. Garner, Esq 10 

lloHtf, Mrs.,coriei!tedbT I 9 

iioby, Mrs., pcrMrs. Pei-kins 1 O 

Hoilge, J , Esq 1 

I lodges. Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 1 

Hiillowaj, Mrs. iindMiss, perdo 3 6 

Holmes, Rev. Mr. 5 

Jdope, Captain 5 

Do. Miss fi 

Hopkins, Mrs.tP«rRecnrd 8 

Hopprrtc/i, MEas, per Miss Etobarts 1 

Howard, Mis. R I 

Howard, Miss, per Miss Stacef dcn^. \& ^ ^ 

Hownrd, da, Tottenham iwo- % ^ ^ 
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£ 8. d. 

Howard, Miss, Tottenbam 1 1 

Howden, Right Hon. Lady 1 

Hujjrhes, J., Esq. 5 

HatchiDS, Mr., per Rev. P. Hall 1 

Hutchinson, Mrs 1 

Hyde, Mrs., Lyndale, per Nisbet 1 1 

Janson, Mrs. Richard 1 

Janson, Mrs., jun. 1 

Jay, Mrs., per Mrs. Peritins 5 

J. D., Bury 8t Edmonds 10 

Jelf, George, Esq 1 

Jenkins, Miss, per Mr. Perkins 10 

Jennings, Mrs., per Mrs. Hitchcock 010 6 

J. H 10 

John iii. 1 7., per Mr. Hitchcock 5 

Jones, Mrs., per Mr. Perkins , 1 

Jones, Mrs., do 10 

Johnson, — , Esq., Tottenham 1 

Johnson, £., Esq , per Bametts 1 

Keep, Mrs., per Miss Gorrie 6 

Keep, the Misses, do. 6 

Keightley, Mrs 1 1 

Kcnnaway, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 1 

King, lion. P. J. L., per Bametts 2 

King, Miss F., per Seeleys 10 6 

Kirby, Miss, per Mr. Gibbins 6 

K. L., per Barnett 3 8 

K. M. P., per Record d 

K. M. P., do 2 

Knight, Mrs., and Friends d 13 

KniiJ, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Labouchere, John, Esq., per Record d 

Lady, a, collected by 10 

Do., per Nisbet 1 

Do., per Rev. D. Laing don. 15 

Do., per Forbes and Jackson , 6 

Do., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

Ijufies at Bury, per E. O. B 3 16 6 

Jjadies at Richmond, ^otVaVAte, ^t C>(Ax\^\Xfe 

£iizabeth t. ^ ^ 
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£ s. d. 

Laiigley, Mr., per Rev. P. Hall 1 

Laschallas, Mrs. W 10 

Laundy. Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins I 

Lawley, Lady, per Hatcbard 10 

Lawrence, Mr., per Record 10 

Ledger, Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 5 

Ledger, Miss H., do. 5 

Ledger, Miss M., do. 5 

Lee, Roger, Esq., do. 1 

Lee, Mrs. do. 1 

Lefevre, Mrs. John do. a. 1 

Lefevre, Mrs. Sliaw, do. 5 

L. II., per Record 5 

Little one, a, per Cliarlottc Elizabeth 10 

Lloyd, Mrs., per Miss Stacey 1 

Long, Miss C, collected by, per Rev. P. Hall .... 811 6 

Long, Miss E. S., do. .... Id 6 

Long, Miss E. do. .... 1 7 6 

Lovell, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Lovell, Miss, do. 5 

Loveland, Mrs., do. 1 1 

L. S. P., per Mr. E. T. Carver 6 

Lucas, Mrs. Ann 10 

Luckin, Mrs. George 10 6 

Lunn, Mrs 10 

Luntley, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

M. A. B., and S. B. H .••*...... • 2 

Maclehose, Mr 6 

Mackworth, Miss Augusta 1 1 

Maitland, Miss Fuller, per Charlotte Elizabeth . . 5 

Maitland, Miss B. do 5 

Maitland, Miss B. do 5 

M. A. L., per Mr. W. Hitchcock 8 

Margaret, D., per Charlotte Elizabeth 10 

Mary, per Record 5 

Mary Brown 2 6 

Martyn, Rev. T., per Bametts 10 

Mason, Mr., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Matts, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Matts, Mrs., do 5 

M. C. O., per Rev. P. Hall \ Ki ^ 

Af. D„ Bury-fit-Edmuods * ^ ^Si ^ 
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£ s. d. 

M. D. C, per Seeleys 2 6 

M. E. S. L., per Record 10 

Middleton, Mrs., per Barnetts 1 1 

Miller, Mrs. £., per Mrs. Perkins .............. 10 

Mills, Miss, do 16 

M. H 1 

M. J. B b 

M. L, of Hull, per Barnetts 5 

M. M., per Nisbet 1 6 

Molton, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins d 

Monro, Rev. R., per Record 1 1 

Moore, Mrs., Hackney d 

Mortiail, Miss, collected in pence by, per Rev. P. 

Hall 1 8 6 

Morhall, Miss, do. d<» 1 4 

Morhall, Miss, do. do 1 2 

Morgan, Mrs., per Miss Dingwall 10 

MotU'am, Mr., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

M. S., per Cliarlotte Elizabeth 3 6 

M. T., do 5 

Monday, Mrs., collected by 15 

Newman, Mr., per Charlotte Elizabeth 10 

N.G don. 10 

Nichol, Miss 10 

Niglitingale. Mrs 2 

Nisbet, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

N(3rth, Lady Lucy, per Nisbet 2 2 

Nunch, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

Nunnery, Mrs., do 2 6 

Olive, Mrs. John 1 

Omicron, per Record 1 

O'Neill, Mrs., per Seeleys 10 

Orr, Mrs. General 5 

Ord, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 1 1 

Osboru, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 1 

Osborn, Mr 10 

Overbury, Mrs. N., per Rev. P. Hall 6 

Owen, W. B., Esq 10 

P., perBarnette » *»%.%»*»*»* 5 6 

Painter, Mrs., per Mrs. Petkina »,...* »v%—- ^"^^ ^ 



Palmer, Mr. George 

Porker, Mrs. < 

Paske, Mrs., per Mr. Hitcbcock 

Pajne, Mr.W 

Pajne, Mr., per Mrs. Faricj 

Pearse, G.,l';sq 

Pech, Mrs. per Mrs, Perkins 

Porcivd, fiev, T. C. per Church of Baglaiid 

Ouartte 

Perkins, Mrs 

Per Twijpeuny Puat, per Bametts 

PcWp, W., Esq., per Mr, H itchcook 

Petsey, Mrs., per Nisbet 

Phillips, J. B., Esq. 

Phillips, Miss ^ " ■ 

Phill)ps,Mrs.O.Penibroke,perClMirlotteEli«ibeth 3 i 

PllUilie.pcrNisljyt 3 " ' 

Picksley, Mrs., LincalD, collected by 10 < 

Plunjbe, Mr. 8. 10 10 ' 

PJummer.Mra *> 3 ' 

Pollard, Mr 10 i 

Ponsonby, Hon. Mr. 8 ' 

Poor am Stichcr 3 I 

PoorMan 2 > 

Poorc, fleorgo Colin, Esq., per Nisbet 6 ' 

Pope, J. B., Esq 1 1 ' 

Pope, Mias, per Miss St*oey I ( 

Porter, Mr. Tbomaa 1 ( 

PowelLMisB 10 ( 

Powell, Miss, per Rev. W. Dorman 10 10 ( 

Pownall, Mrs., per Mr. Hitchcock I 1 > 

Prescott, MisB, per Mr. Shaw 1 < 

Prosset,J., Esq., per Mrs. Perkins 10 i 

Proverbsiii. ^, pi^ Record 6 < 

Putlcn, Rev Mr., per Charlotte Elizabeth 10 I 

Rabbeth,Mra. 10 ( 

Radford, —, Esq 1 ( 

Radford, Mrs. 1 ( 

Rawiinson, — , Esq. 8 ( 

RawliDson, Mrs., per Mrs. Surtees A < 

R.E 10 < 

Reed, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins ^ ^ 

«.i/., perMr.Adeney ^ '^ 
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£ 8. d. 

R. M 110 

Hobarts, Miss 1 1 

Roberts, Mrs., per Charlotte KJizabeth 5 

Robertson, Mr 6 

Rogers, Miss, per Mr. Spalding 6 

Sargeant, Mrs 5 6 

Saul, Mr. Silas, per Charlotte Elizabeth 2 

Saumarez, Dowager Ladv, per Hatchard 1 

Savorv, Mr. Cox ' 1 

S.B., per Mrs. Perkins 2 

Sermons. Mr., per do. 16 

Sewell, Mrs., per do 10 

8. C. M., per Rev. R. H. Creive, per Char. Eliz. . 6 

Scobell, Rev. Edward 1 1 

S. F., Rev 6 

S. G 2 6 

Shaw, Mrs., per Seeleys 1 

Shaw, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 010 

Sherman, Mrs. , per do 6 

Short, Rev. W 1 1 

Simpson, — , Esq., per Mr. Hitchcock 1 

Sisters, two, per Set^leys 110 

Skelton, Mrs., per Nisbet 2 2 

S. L. H., collected at Lincoln, by, per Charlotte 

Elizabeth 6 

S. L. H., collected in Lincolnshire, per do 6 6 

Slingsby, Miss Judith, collected by 1 10 6 

Slodden and Stocking, Messrs 2 6 

Small Sums, per Mr. E. T. Carver 10 

Do.. per Miss Dingwall 10 

Smith, Mr. G., per Mrs. Perkins 2 6 

Smith, .J. Esq., per do 10 

Smith, Mrs., per do 110 

Smith, Mrs., per Forbes and Jackson. ........... 10 

Smith, Miss, per Rev. P. Hall 10 

8. O don. 70 

S. O. (Loan Fund) 80 

Soward, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkuis 10 

Spaiding, Thomas, Esq. 1 1 

Spa/rfing, Miss Louisa »,».»»»,»»».,.. 6 

Speriing, Mrs. H. J.,peTmT.W\XcVsR.o^V. »»»,^.,. ^ % 
SpeJJer, Mr., Shrewsbury, pet CWt\^\X^^\vwio^^ b ^ ^ 
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£ s. d. 

Spencer, Mrs 10 

Sperling, Miss Emma, per Ward and Co. ........ 5 

Stacey, Miss M 1 

Staintbrtb, Rev. F. J., per Record 5 

Stanger, Mrs., per Seeleys 10 

Steedman, A., Esq ] 1 

Stephens, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

Stepliens, do 5 

Stevenson, Mrs., Clapham 1 

Stevenson, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 2 6 

Stevenson, Mrs., collected by 3 

Stimpson, Miss, per Mrs. Perkins .............. 10 

Stokes, J. S., Esq., per Barnetts 20 

Stone, W. Esq., per Barnetts 11 11 

Stone, Miss, collected by, per Mrs. Perkins. ..... 2 7 

Straitb, Capt., per Charlotte Elizabeth 1 

Straith, do., per Mr. Laundy 1 1 

Straith, Mrs 1 

Straith, do 1 1 

Stratton, A., Esq., per Barnetts 10 

Streatfield, Rev. W., ptrdo 110 

Streatfield, M.S., do 10 

Stuart, Mrs 5 

Stuteley, Miss Emma, per Rev. P. Hall 2 6 

Summers, E., Esq., per Hatcliards 5 

Surtees, Mrs. Villiers 5 

Surtees, Miss 2 6 

Surtees, Miss F 2 6 

S. W., per Forbes and Jackson 1 1 

Swing, Mr. and Miss, per Barnetts 2 

Taylor, Wm. Esq 2 

Taylor, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 2 5 

Tebbs, Mrs., per Rev. P. Hall 1 

Temperance, per Barnetts 5 

Tennant, Mrs., per Record 1 

Tennant, Miss, perdo 10 

Thankoffering, per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Thompson, Mrs., per do. , 1 1 

Thompson, Mrs., per Mrs. Pilkington 1 

Thompson, Miss, per Charlotte Elizabeth 1 

Thompson, Miss E., per do ..,,.,».%,... \ ^ ^ 

ThurliDg, Mrs,, per Mrs. Perkins ..,.«.««««.««v "V \ ^ 
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£ s. d. 

Tooke, Miss E 1 

Townley, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

Townend, Thomas, Esq., per Mr. Gibbins 1 

Townshend, Mr. G. F., per Mr. Hitchcock 10 6 

Traill, John, Esq., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

T.S.. Kentish Town 5 

Turner, Charles, Esq 2 

Turner, Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 5 

U. , per Hatchard 6 

U. F. F., per Mr. Hitchcock don. 20 

U.Y 6 

v., per Hatchard , 5 

Varty, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

W., per Hatchard 6 

W., Mrs., per Hatchard 1 1 

Waldon, Mr., per Mr. Hitchcock 2 2 

Walker, Capt 1 1 

Walker, Grieves, Esq., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

Warwick, Mrs 6 

Warwick, Mrs., collected by 6 6 

Watkins, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 1 1 

Watkins, Mrs., per Record 1 1 

Watson, Mrs 2 6 

Watson, Mrs. James, per Miss Corrie 1 

Watts, R., Esq. 10 

Wauchope, Mrs. Dr., per Mrs. Dr. Greville 1 

Webb, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 2 

Webster, Mr. G 1 

Weir, Miss, collected by 2 

Wellmaii, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 2 6 

West, Mrs., per Mr. Edward T.Carver 10 

West, Mis., per do. 1 1 

West, Mis 6 

Western, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 5 

Western, Miss, per E. O. B 1 1 

Western, Miss, per Rev. P. Hall 5 

Western, Mr. C 1 1 

Wl]ite,Mrs 10 6 

White, Miss, per Batow dvi^ov?. ^^^vi\m\vj'& , , , , i o 

W, H. R., per Mr. VViU\icoc^» . »...»» » ^ \^ ^ 
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£ s. d. 

»w, an Officer^s, per Nisbet 10 

w^s mite, a 2 6 

lesworlii, Thomas, Esq. 1 1 

nson. Rev. J. B 3 

ims, Mrs. Joshua 110 

s, Rev. Jameson 5 

s, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 6 

»n, JosephjEsq., per Mr. Edward T Carver,don 10 

)n, Mr., per Mrs. Perkins 1 

s, Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 2 6 

er, Mr. George 5 

iston, — , Esq., per Mr. Hitchcock 1 

iston, Mrs. Do. 1 

LSton, Mr. F. L., Do. 3 

ner. Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 1 

', Mrs. H. B., per Barnetts 6 Q 

at, Remington, Esq. , 6 

ht, Mrs., per Mrs. Perkins 10 

ht, Miss, per Charlotte Elizabeth 10 6 

3r Hatchard don. 6 

R., per Mr. Hitchcock don. 30 

3rHatchards don. 6 

)rough, Capt., per Record .........••••••• 1 ^ 

»rough. Miss, per do. 1 ^ ^ 

, Mrs-, per Barnetts 1 

, Miss, per do 1 

, Miss, per Miss Dingwall ^^^ ^ 

, per Charlotte Elizabeth 1 P ^ 

^, a, Lady, per Mrs. Surtees 2 6 

f, a, Lady, per Mrs. Surtees ^ " 

r, Mrs., perMrs. Clift ^ ^ " 

:, Mrs. J., do 10 6 

r, Miss 1 

r, Miss, per Mrs. Perkins 10 

r, Miss E., do 10 



Hatchard ...».%•» ^ 
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[Penitentiary Series, No. 1.] 



THE DYING PENITENT. 



Being one day employed in circulating Anti-slavery 
Tracts about the Stock Exchange^ a thoughtless young 
man came up to me and said, as he understood I was 
a methodist, he could (to use his wicked technical 
term) point out some game which would suit me to go 
after. On my enquiring what he meant, he replied 

that he knew of a poor wretched , one of the 

street- walkers, in an alley in St. Giles's, who was in 
a dying condition, and no female durst go nigh the 
place, her parents being little better than barbarians 
or tigers. After business was over, I sallied forward 
in quest of these poor creatures, remembering the 
words of Christ, " Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature." Having found out the 
place, which was one of the most filthy that hu- 
man eye ever witnessed, in a loathsome alley, I 
knocked at a half-constructed door ; being admitted, 
I enquired whether there was not a poor girl djdng 
within, and was answered in the affirmative. I then 
asked whether I might be allowed to talk to her. The 
persons (who afterwards proved to be her own parents) 
said, in a surly way, " What do you want with the 
girl ? — do you think, my fine fellow, that you can do 
any good to her?" I replied, "Not of myself can 
I do any thing, but with God's help I may afford 
some relief to her mind. Pray wUl you allow me to 
see her, for I have come from some distance, and have 
to return this evening ?" 

The mother replied with heartless unconcern, 
" Why, if you like to poke your head up there " — 
pointing to an old lean-to shed, with no window « Vs<^ 
a small apertui'e covered witti oSL-i^w^^. ^SJOcw^^s^s^ft. 
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difficulty I managed to get up the sorry staircase, or 
rather ladder, which led to her apartment ; and while 
I was ascending these poor wicked creatures called 
out, ** Now, you fool, mind you don't come down upon 
your nose. Now then — mind, it is beginning to crack," 
&c., adding cursing and blaspheming to this unneigh- 
bourly speech. On reaching the top, I beheld a 
poor emaciated girl, stretched on a bed of straw, 
covered over with an old torn blanket, unable to raise 
her poor head. I approached her bed, and asked her 
how she did, at the same time sa)dng that I was led 
to her by a desire to do her good. She cried out, " O 
Lord ! what shall I do ? O ! what shall I do ? O ! 
what will become of me ? — I shall soon be in hell." 
After she became somewhat composed, I enquired 
whether any one had visited her ; she replied, " O 
no ! my parents won't let any one come near me ; 
and how can I expect any one } for we are all thieves 
that live here." I then said, " Can you read ?" *' O 
yes ! but I have been taught to curse and to swear so 
that I have not read in mv old torn Bible for some 
time, until the other day (last i^eek) ; but now, Sir, 
I am obliged to give over, my eyes (opening the eye- 
lids with her fingers) are getting so bad and dark that 
I cannot see now. — G Sir ! you cannot do any thing 
for me. Pray go. O Lord ! I have been wicked ; 
take me out of my misery. Oh ! I wish I had done it, 
I wish I had done it." 

I took up her tattered Bible, which lay on an old 
box near her straw bed, and after I had offered up a 
silent prayer I opened upon the Psalms, for I found, 
upon interrogating her, that she remembered some 
parts of them. I asked her whether she would like me 
to read some verses, for I perceived she was in too 
weak a state to bear m\xc\v. ^V^ t^^\\^^/' Yes — ^yes 
— yes . ' ' She appearedto \v?X.evv ^xXn. ^^tsa ^^^gt^^ ^ 

1 



pleasure while I read and endeavoured to set before 
her mind the kindness and love of God towards sin- 
ners. I promised to continue visiting her, should God 
spare my life, and, wishing her farewell, I departed, 
not however without experiencing from her parents a 
degree of rudeness and insult that would scarcely be 
credited. 

The second time of my visiting poor Jane (for that 
was her name) I found her mind more ready to re- 
ceive instruction. Her fears were very terrible, and, 
when I attempted to lead her to the hope set before 
sinners in the gospel, she exclaimed, ** You do not 
know how bad I have been, or else you would not be 
here any longer. I am now dying of a disorder we 
poor wretches have often, because we will be bad^ 
very bad." After endeavouring to impart such 
instruction as seemed adapted to her case, and sup- 
phcating divine mercy on her behalf, I departed, pro- 
mising not to forsake her. 

On my next visit, I was cheered by the hope that 
her mind was opening to the reception of the gospel, 
and every subsequent visit confirmed this hope. The 
last was indeed to me like a feast of fat things. I 
had promised to see her on the Friday, but, that being 
settling day at the Stock Exchange, I went on the 
previous Wednesday instead. I found her parents by 
her bed-side weeping piteously. They advanced to- 
wards me, and said, in a tone far different from that 
in which they had formerly accosted me, " O Sir ! 
what hellish conduct we have shown to you ! What 
can we do for you ? How bad you must think of us ! 
Pray forgive us." I replied, " I forgive you heartily." 
*' All. Sir !" said the father, " I know you told me, 
when I threw the dirt over you, that you would not 
be angry with me, and it is this reixvetcvVrc^ii'c^ >iiGs&. 
makes both of us think what viHaiiia "we \vaL\e \i<i^\v'-^ 

I 



I told them to ask God to pardon them for having 
so long cursed and blasphemed his holy name, and 
abased those who came with a desire to benefit dying 
sinners. — " Oh ! " I said, ** let your tongues be taught 
to bless and not to curse God. — Had God struck you 
dead at the moment you were vociferating oaths and 
curses, what state do you think your souls would have 
been in ? " We all three knelt down to prayer, and I 
think I never felt more freedom than in pouring forth 
my heart to God for these poor creatures. After 
rising from our knees, Jane said, " I have to thank 
God for telling you to come to-day instead of Friday, 
for I shall soon be gone. I thought of you last Sun- 
day ; I hope you kindly told the children of your Sun- 
day-school, who you say are your family, what I told 
you." I replied in the affirmative, adding that most of 
them paid much attention. '* "What ! not all — ^not all. 
Sir ? O, if they could but hear me, who am dying, ask 
you to tell them, why I should think none would be 
without hearing, Sir ; what do you think ?" I replied, 
" Unless God gives a sinner the hearing ear, witii the 
understanding heart, you cannot expect the natural 
ear and heart to feel inclined to listen to and receive 
the things which concern the Spirit of God." " O ! 
Sir," she said, *' tell the poor dears that many Sun- 
days I have passed schools going to church, and it 
always brought great pain within me, because I knew 
what place / should go to when I dia. O ! Sir, how 
thankful every one of them (meaning the school-child- 
ren) should be to you for telling them about Jesus, 
and that he loves us if we will but pray to him to 
make us good!" After some further conversation 
she enquired, " Do you think. Sir, there is mercy for 
such a vile abandoned wretch as I am ? What wicked- 
ness have I not "been g«2i\t^ ^^V* \ T^ijUed, " Our 
'aviour declared that Yi^com^ to ^R^^^\a«sN^^^jR^ 



that were lost, ami he has plainly declared, ' Who- 
SOBVBR cometh unto me, I will in nowise cast out ; ' 
and you know that our Saviour told his servants to go 
out not only into the highways but by the hsdgxb, 
and compel or constrain those to come in who were 
concealing themselves in the hedge-rows, and prose- 
cuting their iniquitous works. Even to these are the 
ministers of the gospel sent. Is not this cheering 
news ? May it not be said of this, as of the tract I 
gave you, that it is glad tidings ! " She replied, ** O 
yes ! dear Sir, O yes ! that it is. Are you sure that, 
if I confess my sins now, God will look upon me ? be- 
cause you know. Sir, God says — Ah ! wicked Jane, 
you are afraid of going to hell, that makes you cry out 
now,*' I said, " Remember God still says. Now is the 
accepted time ; though you forgot him in your health, 
he will now hear you." " If it's true that he will," 
she said (lifting up her hands, which were transparent), 
blessed truth to poor me ! '* Turning to her father 
and mother, and squeezing their hands, she added, 
" Ah ! Jesus came to all. You and I are not out of 
the number (are we, Sir ?) if we wiD but come." 
" Tell your parents," I said, "about the precious Jesus 
— about his precious blood, which cleanseth from all 
sin." ♦** Ah Sir !" she said, " every time you come, i 
have tried to tell you what is in my box, but could 
not have heart ; but now. Sir, pray look in that box 
(pointing to it) ; if you had not come to see poor I 
when you did, I meant to swallow that bottle of lau» 
danum — Oh Sir ! thanks for your coming." " No, 
not to me," I said, " but to your God, your Saviour, 
for staying your hand from self-destruction." ** Pray, 
Sir," she said (after having rested for a few minutes), 
" teU your dear children what God has done for me ; 
say a poor dying girl says. Lay hold of iQ^'oab, ^5^ 
Sir ! I can ahnost say by lieartt\i^ ^Vsrj ci >i>CkR.^<swNasi. 
/ 



Is. for this Testament at the pawnbroker's ; this is 
2s, 6d. for you to give with dear Jane's money." 
The wife also came forward with her shiUing. On 
going out, I found two giddy girls standing at the 
entrance, to whom I gave two tracts, entitled, " Poor 
Mary," while that passage came forcibly into my 
mind, " Cast thy bread upon the waters, and it shall 
be found after many days." 

It was justly remarked by a Christian friend that 
two expressions of poor Jane's deserved particular 
notice : — one respects her caution and diffidence with 
regard to her own salvation (which one would wish 
many possessed in her dreadful situation) ; it is this, 
" Oh ! wicked Jane, you are afraid of going to hell, 
and THAT MAKES YOU CRY OUT NOW." The other 
expression discovers a truly noble and benevolent 
mind r " If God," said she, " should never forgive me. 
Sir, I hope I may see you beyond that g^ulf with God 
and the holy angels ; for / think it may make my pains 
in hell not so great," This is one of the finest con- 
ceptions I ever read or heard of ; it is the truly sub^ 
lime aspiration of a soul filled with gratitude and love, 
though undoubtedly it shows how difficult it is to 
beheve the testimony which God has given concern- 
ing his Son. When the sinner begins to perceive 
the great evil of his transgressions, and their just 
desert, it seems to him too much to beheve that aU 
who come imto God through Christ are forgiven, 
that him that cometh unto Christ he will by no 
means reject. 



PubKshed by the London Female Mission ; Sold at tb< 
Females* Home, 3, Millman Place, Bedford Row, and by 
Forbes and Jackson, ls\iii«loTiQtt^««v,^*, 8c?, per Hundred. 
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"[Matb^nal Skribs, No. 2.] 

MATERNAL MEETING. 



A DIALOGUIS BSTWBBN MRS. SBBR AND MRS. LACKIT. 



Mrs. Sbbk. — ^Neigkbour Lackit, will you have the 
kindness to let me leave the key of my door with 
you, and, if my husband should come home, will you 
please to give it to him ? 

Mrs. Lackit. — O yes, sure, neighbour ; but will 
your husband call here for it ? 

Mrs. Sbbk. — I asked him to do so if he should 
come home first, because I meant to try to go to the 
meeting if I could but manage to get my work 
done. Please to tell him that I've left all very com- 
fortable for him at home, and I shaU hasten back as 
oon as ever the meeting is over, 

Mrs. Lackit. — ^Well, but what meeting are you 
going to in such a hurry ? 

Mrs, Sbbk. — ^Whythe meeting at Mrs. Lovegood's, 
in Providence Row. 

Mrs. Lackit. — Indeed ! why I never heard of it 
before. What meeting is it caUed ? 

Mrs. Sbbk. — It is called the "Maternal Meeting;" 
didn't the lady call on you about it before it was 
begun, and ask you to attend ? 

Mrs. Lackit. — Oh ! it's that meeting, is it ? yes, 
I remember a lady did call on me one day, but I 
told her I had so much to do with my family that I 
could not spare the time. I'd quite forgot aJl about 
it. But what is it called the maternal meeting for ? 
I don't understand it. 

Mrs. Sbbk. — ^Why they give it that name be.cns^'^ 
it's a meeting of mothers, and it. \ft Xo \x^ \» ^^ ^^ssi. 
good, in different ways. ^v*v> 

Mb8. Lackit. — ^Why it's qjaitft^^XiRrw VSkoi^Nsso^^'^^ 



Mrs. Sbbk. — ^Yes, I believe it is ; I never heard of 
it before. I was very glad I went last Monday, and 
I thought I would do my best to go every week. 

Mrs. Lackit. — But what do they say to you ? 

Mrs. Sbbk. — I cannot stay to tell you now, for 
the lady said a great deal, und it was all so very kind 
that I could not help crying. I thought, " Dear me ! 
what good ladies these must be to tsJce this trouble, 
and to come at night into this poor little room to talk 
to us* when they might be in their own nice parlours." 
Of course it must be out of pure kindness that they 
come, because you know we cannot make them 
amends for their trouble, poor creatures as we are. 
But the lady said it was out of love to Christ, and 
because Christ loved us, that they came. I told my 
husband what the lady said, that they came with a 
desire to do us good, — that they were very much 
grieved at the unhappy conctition of some <^ the. 
poor, — that they were friends to the poor, and de« 
sired to see them happier and more contented in 
the station God had been pleased to place them in. 
She said there was no necessity that they should be 
so wretched as some were, though they were poor. 
My husband said the lady was very right, he could 
bear witness of that, for some of his shopmates g^ 
a great deal more money than he did, and yet their 
wives, and their children, and their homes, always 
looked wretched, — that it was all their own faults, 
they didn't take care of their money when th^ had 
it, but spent it in extravagance and waste. 

Mrs. Lagi^it. — Well, Fm sure that's not my case, 

for I can make a shilling- go as far as anybody, and 

there's nobody from nuMining to night worka harder 

than I do. 

Mrs. SBBK.'--Wdl,TLd^B&w«a,\^^taay good- 

^8. Lackit.— Good.)a^e» ^x*. ^w^^ ^^^^ ^ 
M floon as yo\i c«^' 



ym ] 



SECOND PART. 

Mrs. Sbbk. — ^Well, neighbour, I've looked in 
again as you desired me. If you are not very busy, 
I have about half an hour to spare. 

Mrs. Lackit. — ^No, not very busy, sit down. I 
suppose you've called to tell me about the meeting, 
and I should like to hear it. I have thought of it a 
good deal since you were here. 

Mrs. Sbbk. — ^Thank you, neighbour, I shall b» 
pleased to tell you; I only wish I could tell you all. 
First, one of the ladies prayed. O no, I ask par- 
don, — I ought to have said she first told us we had 
no right to expect any blessings unless we asked for 
them, because God has said, " Ask and you shall 
receive," but he has nowhere told us in the Bible 
that we shall have blessings if we do not ask for 
them ; and then she begged that we would join with 
her in heart to ask God to bless us at that time. 
Then she prayed for us, and our children, and our 
husbands, — so kindly, as though we were her sisters. 
I am sure she melted my heart. 

Mrs. Lackit. — Indeed! how many were there at 
the meeting ? 

Mrs. Sbbk. — I cannot say exactly, for I did not 
count them, but I thought there was a large number, 
considering it had been opened such a i&ort time. 
There were several children. 

Mrs. Lackit. — ^What ! do they take any of their 
children ? 

Mrs. Sbbk. — O yes, to be sure, sevouL had their 
little babies. I suppose they could not leave them 
behind. 

Mrs. Lackit. Well, neighbour, what did they «a^ 
after prayers ? 

Mrs. Seek. — ^Then the lady o^Xift^Vlwt'ttJ^jJ^'^^ 
began to read the 4tli chaptet oi ^Oofc ^^^^^^'"^ 
to Timothy, and when Bhe VmA Te«A.^Q» ^fiat^^^ 



she talked a great deal about it. I think I can re- 
member it. *' Godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is, and that winch 
is to come." 

Mrs. Lackit. — ^Ah ! you've got a better memory 
than I have. 

Mrs. Sebk. — ^No, I don't think I have, but th^ 
lady said it over many times, and I tried to remember 
it. We can remember a great many foolish things 
that we shouldn't, so I am sure we could remember 
good things if we wished to do so. But I must g<^ 
on with my story. You know I told you the lady 
said a great deal about the verse I mentioned, now 
I'll say it to you again, " Godliness is profitable unto 
all things, having promise of the life that now is and 
that which is to come." 

Then she said what an awfiil mistake thousands of 
people were in, who neglected to read and study 
their Bibles, They seemed to think, and act, as- 
though religion had nothing to do with this life, but 
was intended only to save them from misery in the 
next ; and therefore, not till sickness came, and death 
looked them in the face, did they set about seriously 
to enquire, " What must I do to be saved ? How 
shall I escape the wrath to come ? And so, said she, 
for the want of reading that blessed book that would 
make them wise imto salvation, they continued fools^ 
and, — if Almighty grace prevented not, — so they 
would die. Then she spoke of the awful death-bed 
of the sinner, and the happiness of those who lived 
and died in Christ. 

Mrs. Lackit. — Well, I'm sure I have no time to 

read my Bible, what with my husband, and my 

&miJy, and I may say there is only one pair of hands, 

for my girl is of \itX\e ot ivo \i^^ Xa ^^» I wish I 

could firet a place for Yiet. ^ .. .. xx 

fehat the kind \adie. at t\.^m^^^^> -V. SW. 



selves have had large families, are willing to teach us 
how to train them up in the right way, that so they 
may be blessings to us and props to our old age. 

Mrs. Lackit. — ^Well, I shoidd be very glad if they 
would teach me how to manage mine. My great 
girl won't mind what I say to her. I told her to go 
on an errand this morning, and, because she didn't 
want to go, there she stood — and, when I boxed her 
ears, she cried as if she had been half killed and stood 
with her apron in her mouth, whilst she might have 
gone ten times over. So I was obliged to send my 
little lad at last. 

Mrs. Sbbk. — O dear, dear ! I'm very sorry to hear 
that. Well, I never had that trouble with my Sarsih. 
And now she is in place her mistress gives her a very 
good word, and says she is very obhging and willing 
to learn, and this is a great comfort to me. 

Mrs. Lackit. — ^Well, I'm sure that's a great bless- 
ing. I don't know how it is that my children are so 
naughty. I'm sure no mother on earth is kinder to 
them than 1 am. I often tell them they let me have 
no comfort, and they'll perhaps be sorry for it some 
time. 

Mr&. Seek. — ^Well,. neighboEur, I wish you would 
try and go with me to the meeting, and perhaps the 
lady win advise you how to act. I'm sure you won't 
repent it. She said, I recoUect, that the poor in 
general had a much harder lot, and carried a much 
heavier burden, than was necessary, or than God 
wished them to carry, and if poor mothers would 
come and ask advice of them, and attend to it, with 
God's blessing they hoped to do them good in this 
life, and lead them and their dear children to look 
forward to a better world hereafter, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus. 

Mrs, Lackit, — Well, I should \\ke\erj ^^\a ^^ 

with you, but I dare say my \xua\)aiid ^onsSl^ tj^^cXN^^- 

me. He would kick up a ftne dsasX. ^Vw. "^ ^^ssnss. 



home if he happened to be first, and tell me to stay 
at home and mind my own business. 

Mas. Sbbk. — ^WeU, I'm thankful that ray husband 
is more kind than that. However, neighbour, I 
can't help thinking that if you have but the will you'll 
find out the way. You know you sometimes persuade 
your husband, when you want to go to the fair or 
some other frolicksome thing. 

Mrs. Laokit. — ^Well, I'll try what I can do. 

Mrs. Sbbk. — Well, try in earnest, and then I think 
you won't fail ; but I've staid beyond ray half hour, 
and so must bid you good bye. 

Mrs. Laokit. — Good bye, neighbour, and thank 
you; when you can spare time come in again. 

THIRD PART. 

Mrs. Sbbk. — ^Neighbour Lackit, I hope you will 
not think me troublesome. I thought I would just 
step in and see if you were quite at leisure, but if not 
I won't stay. 

Mrs. Lackit. — O come in — I was just going to set 
down a Httle to rest me. I have been fagging on 
ever since I have been up this morning, but I can't 
have peace for all that. My husband is never satis- 
fied. Every little thing puts him out of temper. 
Only because his dinner was not quite ready for him 
when he came home the house would hardly hold him. 

Mrs. Sbbk. — Well, neighbour, I hope you'll not be 
ofiended, but I was going to say that I would advise 
you not to give him the same cause again. Nothing 
tries the temper of a working man more than that. 
My husband is not a bad-tempered man, I consider^ 
but I'm sure he would be very angry if his dinner 
were not ready for Yiixa 'vVvcik he came home ; so I 
must say that I'm vety ^«i\!\cvs5ffla ^iwss3X.^^Ml^»iatif 

^^ IB put out of \«ffliOXff X\V^ N^^^>C.^Ti^^^^^^^ 

^ S^yself, and ^ ^--J^^X^^^^^ 
eavour to pleaac Yiim ea^^ ^o»^^ ""^ 



I can't ask him for any little indulgence that I 
want. So now, friend, you follow my plan; let 
him see that you try to please him ; then I think we 
shall hring him round, and get his consent to your 
going with me to the meeting. 

Mrs. Lackit. — Ah 1 I think it's not quite so easy as 
you imagine. 

Mrs. Seek. — ^Well, perhaps you may be mistaken, 
neighbour ; however I think it's better to try, even 
though we should fail. 

Mrs. Lackit. — But I suppose you have something 
more to tell me about the meeting. 

Mrs. Seek. — ^Yes, I have not told you half, but I 
want you to go and hear for yourself. However, I 
have brought you in a paper to read ; the ladies gave 
each of us one, and asked us to lend them to our 
neighbours to read also. 

Mrb« Lackit.— Well, now you are here, please to 
read it to me. Then you may take it back and lend 
it to some other person. 

Mrs. Seek. — ^Thank you, I will do so if you please. 

AN ADDRESS TO MOTHERS. 

How numerous, how varied, how difficult sometimes, 
are the duties and the trials which a mother is called 
to sustain and contend with ! None but a mother can 
know them. — Sometimes, through unexpected move- 
ments in providence, she is brought into great straits, 
and appears so hedged in on every side that she 
fears to take a step on the right hand or on the left. 
At such a critical moment, whilst agitated by sus- 
pense and alarm, what would she not give for a 
friend who could advise her — one who might be able 
to point out the way that she should take, and un- 
loose the heavy burden on her heart \ 

Perhaps, I am now addreai^ng a uxoVJiftaT ^\jkft Ttf*. 
only once in her life, but it may b^ xxiwk^ Xxcae^^'^c**^ 
excJaimed with umnitigated botxcxw, Q\i\ \!tofiX.\'^KB«« 
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Tiow to order my footsteps ! Oh that I could see iiow 
to overcome this difficulty and escape this impending 
storm, which threatens to sink my hopes and pros- 
pects for ever. Perhaps even now, my friend, sorrow 
lies heavy at your heart. If so you may find Chris- 
tian Mends at a Maternal Meeting who are ready to 
pour into your bosom ** the wine and the oil of con- 
solation/' and who will (Mrect you to a Mend that 
never faileth — a " friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother," who has engaged to be a father to the 
fatherless and a husband to the widow," and who b 
able to " make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert." O, my friend, slight not your mercies ; 
even now the Lord may be waiting to do for you " ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that you can ask or think." 
Perhaps this paper may fall into the hands of -a 
mother who is sustaining a heavy burden on account 
of her children. Those children, instead of contri- 
buting to her comfort, are disobedient, unkind, head- 
strong, and she is unable to control them. Would 
you not be glad to find a friend who would counsel 
and direct you under such trying circumstances, and 
who would impart to you the results of her own 
experience ? If you thmk so, slight not this invita- 
tion. Who can tell but it may come fraught with 
the highest blessings ? — who can tell but it may be to 
you the happy moment which the Lord, in the gra- 
cious exercise of his love and mercy, has chosen to 
lead you to " the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sin of the world." — " For God so loved the 
world as to give his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." 

Published by the Lotkdow Female Mission ; Sold at tbe 
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TO MASTERS AND MISTRESSES. 



Thb relation of masters or mistresses and servants, 
like all other relationships, necessarily involves reci- 
procal duties, and it is only where these duties are 
faithfully discharged that the relation can be pro- 
ductive of mutual advantage. A good servant can- 
not be too highly valued; a baa one, especially 
where there are young children, over whom she will 
necessarily exert considerable influence, is a most 
dangerous foe to the parents' peace and to the future 
welfare of the children. 

Judging from the complaints which frequently form 
an ordinary topic of conversation, it would seem that 
a truly good servant is as rare as she is valuable. 
This is a state of things very much to be deplored, 
and it is somewhat surprising that so little has been 
done to remedy the evil. It would sound very harsh 
to say that, so far from applpng a remedy, masters 
and mistresses are themselves accessory to the bad 
conduct of servants ; but an impartial observer would 
perhaps find that such conduct is only the natu- 
ral result of the inconsiderate treatment which they 
receive, and that the duties of masters and mistresses 
are quite as much neglected as those of servants. 

In this little tract it is not intended to advert to 
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all the duties which masters and mistresses owe to 
their servants, but only to direct attention to some 
points in which their conduct is in direct opposi- 
tion to their duty, and- plainly calculated, as much 
as if it were intended, to train servants to habits of 
disobedience and iniquity. 

Many evils arise from tJie erroneous notions of mas- 
ters and mistresses as to what is due to their station. 
It is obviously important that those who are placed 
at the head of a family should maintain the authority 
requisite for its proper government. This, however, 
is not to be done by assuming an imperious air and a 
tone of sternness or severity, but by combining firm- 
ness with consistency, taking care that their commands 
be never unreasonable and that they be punctually 
obeyed. Those servants who are accustomed to 
a scolding tone or to perpetual fault-finding soon 
learn to disregard it and become more and more 
careless, or, being always under the influence of fear, 
they are rendered cunning and deceitful and all their 
attempts to please are mere ** eye-service." Conde- 
scension and kindness will add force to occasional 
reproofs, as well as to your ordinary commands, by 
making your servants feel that you are their friend, 
and that it is not a vain thing to try to please you. 
If they be such servants as it is at all proper to 
retain, they will be stimulated to deserve that com- 
mendation, respect, and confidence which by deserving 
they will be sure to obtain. 

While, however, you aim to rule with gentleness, 
" forbearing threatening," as ** knowing that your 
Master also is in heaven and that there is no respect 
of persons with him," let not your condescension 
degenerate into tYieiamViiantv that inspires contempt, 
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lest what is intended as kindness should wear the 
aspect of a pusillanimous resignation of authority. It 
is pithily remarked by a writer of the seventeenth 
century, and (making allowance for antiquated 
phraseology) the remark is not inapphcable to the 
nineteenth, that some masters and mistresses are 
" too remiss and sheepish, entreating and praying 
their servants to do what they ought to command 
and require at their hands, and, if it be not done, all 
their remedy is patience or else to do it themselves. 
However this might be counted meekness and gentle- 
ness towards equals and strangers, over whom we 
have no authority, towards servants it is too base 
remissness, yea, it is a relinquishing that power which 
God has given and of which he wiU take accoimt." 

In many cases an undue amount of labour is exacted, 
or rather expected, from servants. Some masters and 
mistresses never think they can exact too much from 
their servants ; they are kept in a state of con- 
stant bustle and exertion, which militates against 
their real usefulness and often undermines their 
health, while it impairs their character. God cares 
for servants. To his ancient people he said, " Thou 
shalt not oppress a hired servant that is poor and 
needy, whether he be of thy brethren or of the 

strangers that are in thy land within thy gates 

lest he cry against thee unto the Lord and it be sin 
unto thee." Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. 

The time devoted to labour, even where that labour 
is not otherwise oppressive, is often unreasonable and 
injurious. The whole business of a well-regulated 
house ought surely to be completed during the six 
days o the week, without demanding more than 
twelve Ir»ur8 in each day. Where this is not done, 
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how can it be expected th&t servants should be able 
to study their duty to God or to those whom they 
are called to serve, or tliat the Sabbath should be 
ushered in with the hallelujahs of a mind unimpaired 
with fatigue ? It will perhaps be said, " This cannot 
always be accompHshed where only one servant is 
kept." But, if so, occasional assistance ought to be 
called in, and, if the expense of such help be more 
than a master or mistress can afford, it is pretty clear 
that the estabhshment, either in quantity of furniture 
or extent of premises, is disproportionate to the 
income of the parties. It may seem severe, but surely 
justice requires that persons so circumstanced should 
take up their cross and deny themselves such articles 
as require much polishing, sell the piano, dismiss the 
music master, and let the daughter assist in the do- 
mestic duties. Thus the female servant would not 
require to be over- worked, and something would be 
saved with which bibles might be purchased for the 
ignorant, clothes for the naked, and food for the 
hungry, and the blessing of those that were ready to 
perish might come upon the family. 

We cannot be surprised at the bad conduct of those 
servants who have had the unhappiness to live in 
famihes where the privileges of the Sabbath are disre- 
garded, and where they had little or no opportunity 
to attend the house of God. If the concerns of the 
soul be neglected, if the claims of rehgion be violated, 
on what basis can their moral character rise ? What 
shall check their innate depravity, or lead them to 
cultivate fidelity to their earthly masters, if they be 
deprived of the means of grace ? It is too often the 
custom to invite parties to dinner, or tea, or supper 
on the Sabbath, and to require an attention to varioui 
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domestic duties which, if the authority of our Master 
in heaven were regarded, would either be wholly dis- 
pensed with or performed on the preceding evening. 
Thus servants, instead of finding the Lord's day a 
day of rest and spiritual privilege, are too often as 
actively, if not as laboriously, engaged in their 
worldly business as on other days. Surely this 
must be accounted for. It is an awful misappro- 
priation of the time which God has appointed not 
only for the special cultivation of the soul, but also 
" that thy man-servant and thy maid-servant may 
rest as well as thou." Will not such masters and 
mistresses be exposed to a more dreadful rebuke 
than those of whom the Apostle James speaks, " Be- 
hold the cries of those that have reaped have entered 
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. You have 
lived in pleasure and been wanton ; you have nou- 
rished your hearts as for a day of slaughter ?" James 
V. 4, 5. To withhold the earthly wages of servants 
may indeed be more infamous in the eyes of men ; 
but to rob them of spiritual privileges is not less 
criminal in the sight of God, while its direct and 
obvious tendency is to train them to those habits of 
which masters and mistresses complain. 

Female servants are often thoughtlessly exposed to 
temptations from which they should be carefully prO' 
tected. There are temptations enough that cannot 
be avoided, without adding to their number ; yet it 
not unfrequentlv happens that a female servant is 
directed to escort some visitor to her home, whilst 
no thought is entertained about her safety in return- 
ing at a late hour of the night, or she is sent to the 
public-house where the songs of the drunkard assail 
her ears and she is familiarised to the wanton jest if 
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not to personal insult.* If masters and mistresses 
would shrink from subjecting their own daughters to 
such danger, why should they not have the same 
care for the hired daughter of their poor neighbour ? 
" K you fulfil the royal law according to the scrip- 
ture. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, you do 
well ; but, if you have respect of persons, you com- 
mit sin and are convicted of the law as trans- 
gressors." Why should we complain that our ser- 
vants are pert, and rude, and careless, if we ourselves 
render them so by our neglect and by needlessly ex- 
posing them to contamination ? Why should we 
expect jthem to be more perfect than ourselves or 
more proof against temptation than our children ? 

Finally, How often do masters and mistresses tsach 
their servants to think lightly of sin ! Whilst, on the 
one hand, they have no opportunity for searching the 
scriptures daily, and, if they hear them read at the 
family altar, it is when they can scarcely keep their 
eyes open from fatigue, — ^whilst they are prevented 

* A friend of the writer mentioned to him a short time 
since the following facts, which may safely be left to make 
their own impression : '' When I was collector to a Bible 
Association some years since, in the district appointed me 
tiiere were two or three houses inhabited by unhappy females. 
They always received me civilly, and in a few instances ap- 
plied to me when they wanted a friend. One evening I was 
visited by J. H., who came to request that I would interest 
myself to procure her admission into the Magdalen. This led 
me to enquire more particularly into her history, and how she 
was first led astray. It appears that she was ip service, and, 
being required regularly to go to a neighbouring public-house 
to fetch beer for the family, she was watched by <me who 
deceived and ruined her, which introduced her into tiie 
paths of vice in which I found her." How maoy «iBular 
facts might be produced I 
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from regularly associating with the people of God in 
the services of the sanctuary, — whflst they are con- 
tinually exposed to the assaults of the wicked by 
being sent out at unseasonable hours, — ^they are, on 
the other hand, required very generally to tell lies. No- 
thing, for example, is more common than such a dia- 
logue as the following, when the truth is that the 
master does not wish to be disturbed : " Can I see 

Mr. ." — "Master is not at home, Sir/*— "I 

was informed that this was his hour for being at 
home." — "Yes, Sir, but he has only just gone 
out." — " When shall I be most hkely to find him at 
home ?" — " I don't know, Sir." Thus one He is told 
to cover another, and this imder the direction of the 
master or mistress ; and yet, when the servant be- 
comes an adept at falsehood, those who have in- 
structed her will have no mercy. 

The history of many a female i» substantially this : 
Worn out with fatigue, she habitually relaxes her 
exertions in the absence of her mistress and is at 
length noted for idleness, — or she asks for a holiday 
and stays out late with some associate to whose ac- 
quaintance she has been introduced by the nightly 
errand, — or she has too many followers from the same 
cause, — or she tells a lie without the direction of her 
master or mistress and without any regard to their 
interest. The result is that she is dismissed without 
warning, without a character,* and without any care 
as to what will become of her. Tlie poor girl is 

* The late R«t. T. Scott has left on record the foUowhig 
strong remark upon this subject : " At every offence girls are 
turned out of doors with a month's wages, often in the even- 
ing, and at an hour's warning. They have lodg^gs to seek ; 
a set of wretches let lodgings who make it their study to be- 
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driven into the snares of Satan, who is ready by his 
agents to point out a more lucrative course of life 
on what he suggests are easier terms than labour. 
Too often the deluded victim goes from the house- 
hold of her employer to add one more to the number 
of those who subsist on the wages of iniquity, and 
who soon become hardened themselves and the too 
successful tempters of others into guilt, and infemay, 
and ruin. 

Masters and mistresses. Remember that to whom 
much is given of them much will be required, and 
that your station affords opportunities and advantages 
which your servants do not possess. There is a 
fearful weight of responsibihty resting upon many 
who are loud in their complamts against servants. 
If superiors would faithfully discharge their own duty, 
and place before their inferiors an example worthy 
of imitation, such complaints would at least be far less 
frequent. Servants, as weU as children, are to a very 
great extent what we make them. If you would be 
loved and respected by your own domestics, be to 
them an example of piety, of purity, of charity, 
binding them to you with cords of love. Sweet 
and faithful, cheerfril and efficient, is the service of 
affection. 

tray them into situations from which few escape. Often thdr 
clothes are stolen; if not they are pawned for inoney to pay 
expenses ; and in a few weeks they are thus stripped of ap- 
parel, and can get no place at all.'' 

Published by the London Female Mission; Sold at the 
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POOR MARY. 



It was a dismal November evening : the rain fell 
fast ; the wind blew cold and keen. Mr. Manley had 
tried again and again, cus he walked along the street, 
to procure a hackney coach, but there was none to be 
had. Finding, at length, that the violence of the 
rain rather increased than abated, he was induced to 
take shelter in one of those numerous alleys with 
which the Strand abounds. He had not been there 
long before he was accosted by two females of the 
lowest, and, to all appearance, of the most profligate 
order. With the particulars of their language I 
should be sorry to defile this page : suffice it to say, 
it was in every sense obscei^ and o^nsive. Desirous 
of quitting such society, Mr. Manley was on the point 
of leaving the alley, and had already taken a few steps 
into the street with this intention ; and yet, thought he» 
Christ did not so — Christ died for such. The reflection 
at once stayed his footsteps and raised his heart in 
prayer to God for their souls. He instantly returned^ 
They were laughing as before, and, mistaking the cause 
of his return, assailed his ears with their former lan- 
^age. " Pardon me," said Mr. Manley, addressing 
himself to them, " if I request you, as a favour, to 
cease from this language ; it cannot profit you and to 
me it is most painful." This request was received 
with a burst of laughter, and they proceeded as 
before. Mr. Manley, however, was not easily to be 
daunted, and in a pause of their conversation ven- 
tured to ask his companions whether they would 
answer him one question. ** What question ?" they 
replied. — "A very simple one — Ar^ ^ovsl V^^y^"^^* 
" Come, come, Mary," said one oi lYveierMaJL^'e.V^'^^ 
companion, " let us leave the pot aoxi to \L\TOSi.€si> vst 
^ A 



if we stay here we shall have a precious sermon and 
betoo late for the play." 

" I am no parson," replied Mr. Manley, ** if that 
prevents your answering the question." — " Who 
then are you?" rejoined the girt — "A poor sinner 
hke yourself, whose hop6 is from this one truth, 
' Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,' 
dinners such as you and I are — the vile, the guilty." 
— ** Well, Mary," said the one wlio had spoken be- 
fore, ** if you are silly enough to lose your time here, 
i am not, for I have promised to be at the play, and 
to the play I will go, rain as hard as it will." With 
these words she ran hastily away. Mary, however, 
remained. " Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners," thought she — " to save sinners / Great 
God, is this true ? Oh no ! it never can be true — it 
is too good to be true. Christ must hate sinners, and 
not save them." 

Mr. Manley observed that his once noisy com- 
panion was silent and thoughtful. — ** Sir," said the 
poor girl timidly, ** this is not true which you have 
told me ?"— " Indeed," he repUed, " it is."—" Who 
told you so. Sir ?"— " The Bible," rejoined Mr. Man- 
ley .--"And is it in the Bible, Sir ? "— " See, here it is," 
replied he, as he led her to the lamp. " See, here is 
the text : ' It is a fkithful sa)dng, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners * (1 Tim. i. 15) ; and observe, he who 
wrote it calk himself the chief of sinners." 

Mr. Manley had pointed with his finger to the 
verse ; and, as she leaned forward to read it, he fan- 
cied that he felt a tear drop on his hand. — Be this 
as it may, he spoke to her of the love of God to sin- 
ners, in sending Yiis Son mVo l\i£ world, " that who- 
soever believeth in Yiixa ^\io\)\^ xiaX. ^^T^^,\^^&. Viwe 
everJastinff life." JoYm m. \^. ^^ ^^^'^^ .^'^ -^^Vs^^ 
>f Jesus, the Son of GoA, m A>j\^^i«t ^^^T.^x^ x.^^ 
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the cross, " the just for the unjust " (1 Peter iii. 1 8), 
to bring them to God. He told her that " by him 
all that believe are justified from all things" (Acts xiii. 
39), **that through his name whosoever believeth 
on him shall receive remission of sins." Acts x. 43. 
He unfolded to her the nature of the gospel, showed 
that the very word gospel signifies glad tidings, that 
it proclaims in alleys and in streets, in brothels and 
in palaces, SALVATION — salvation to sinners as 
guilty, to shiners as imworthy, to sinners as sinners. 
He explained the meaning of the word " grace," free 
favour, unmerited imdeserved favour, that it stands 
directly opposed to all worthiness in the object, nay, 
that if there were worthiness in the object there 
could not be, in that particular, grace in the giver. 
Rom. xi. 6. He endeavoured to set forth the nature 
of gospel salvation by referring to Mary Magdalene 
(Luke vii. 37), to the woman taken in adultery 
(John viii. 1 1), to the thief upon the cross (Luke xxiii. 
43), to the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 
X. 33 — 35), to the Corinthians. 1 Cor. vi. 10, 11. 

Header, shall I tell thee the effect which this sim- 
ple statement had upon the mind of Poor Mary } It 
was as " good news from a far country." It was like 
the soft shower upon newly mown grass. Often had 
she been told by her friends that God hated her be- 
cause she was such a sinner. She feared so herself. 
To hear, therefore, that God commendeth his love to- 
wards sinners, to hear that Christ died for sinners as 
sinners, to hear that the gospel is glad tidings to sin- 
ners, that grace has respect only to sinners — this was 
good tidings of great joy. She heard it; she be- 
lieved it. " Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God," Rom. x. 17. 

Reader, dost thou ask the cause oi ft\\.VK\^,^sA^«^ 
it was that one ran to the play and des^V&e^^^^^^^^i^JOfi^ 
and the other remained and recwf^d \)aa VcxiXXv^ 
2 



** Every man that bath heafd and learned of the Fa- 
ther Cometh unto me " (John vi. 45), saidt our Lord. 
" No man can come to me except the Father who hath 
sent me draw him." John vi. 44, 45. Here was the 
Father's gracious drawing, the secret influence of 
the Holy Spirit of God upon the soul. The Lord 
opened her heart to " attend to the things that were 
spoken." Acts xvi, 14. 

Reader, dost thou enquire into the consequences 
which resulted from all this? They were unspeak- 
ably blessed. I need scarcely say that Mary left her 
former habits and returned to the bosom of her fEunily. 
That truth which came to her from God led her to 
God. That cross which proved to her a hidingt-place 
from the storm was the place for secret abasement 
and heartfelt gratitude ; and she ever found that in 
proportion as she lived beneath it day by day she had 
peace with God, peace in her conscience, and the love 
of Grod in her heart. — " We love him because he first 
loved us." 1 John iv. 19. That grace of God 
which brought salvation to her soul taught her to 
** deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly in this present world," 
Titus ii. 11. 

Shall I proceed in my tale ? — Her former habits 
had destroyed her health. It was little more tiian two 
years from the period when Mr. Manley first saw her 
(and he frequently saw her afterwards) that she 
passed to that bourne whence the traveller never re- 
turns. Mr. M. was with her at the last, and had the 
unspeakable happiness of beholding her die in the 
peace and rest of the gospel. " Is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire ?" Zech. iii. 2. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK OF MATERNAL 

ASSOCIATIONS ? 



Mrs. Pbnn. — Good morning, sir. Is Mrs. Smith 
at home ? 

Mr. Smith. — She is, ma'am; but I know she is 
at present engaged. Do you particularly wish to see 
her? 

Mrs. Pbnn. — ^The object of my calling is not of 
immediate importance. I will do myself the plea- 
sure of calling again. 

Mr. Smith. — I thank you, ma'am ; but will you 
allow me to be the bearer of any message to her } 

Mrs. Pbnn. — ^You are very kind, sir. I waited on 
Mrs. Smith to solicit her co-operation in the forming 
of a Maternal Association here. We hope she wiU 
strengthen our hands in the good work. 

Mr. Smith. — Pray, ma'am, what is its object ? 

Mrs. Pbnn. — ^The object aimed at in forming these 

associations is that of awakening mothers in general 

to a more serious view of their maternal obligations 

and responsibUity, and leading them to see that the 

moral influence which they possess and are constantly 
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exerting over the minds of their children is secretly 
operating as a healthful savour of life unto life or as 
a savour of death unto death. I am happy to say 
that the interesting reports from the various associa- 
tions which are in existence confirm the most san- 
guine hopes of their friends. The attention of many 
mothers has been seriously arrested, and they have 
commenced the delightful but long-neglected work 
of carefully training their children for heaven. 

Mr. Smith. — That is very good, but cannot they 
do so without forming themselves into an association ? 

Mrs. Pbnn. — Undoubtedly, sir. It may be ex- 
pected that every really pious and reflecting parent 
will be anxious to train up her children in the " nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord." But I appeal 
to you, sir, whether there are not appalling numbers 
of whom we are constrained to conclude that they 
never occupied one short houVt nay, even one moment, 
in seriously considering their responsibilities. 

Mr. Smith. — O yes, I have no doubt you are cor- 
rect there. 

Mrs. Pbnn. — ^Then, sir, there are also very many 
well-disposed Christian mothers, who are anxiously 
bent upon training their children aright, but who from 
inexperience, or early prejudices, or some other cause, 
which they themselves, perhaps, cannot define, fail in 
making the intended impression. The early buds of 
promise which they fondly hoped to see do not appear, 
and they are discouraged in their efforts. This asso- 
ciation presents to such mothers an opportunity of 
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receiving both instruction and encouragement from 
ladies of mature judgment and experience, who are 
acquainted -with all the feelings of a mother's^ heart. 
There are others, also, whose opportunities of mental 
cultivation are- very limited. To them the association 
will be of great value, inasmuch as they will be able 
to possess themselves of that information which other 
ladies who have more enlarged opportunities of literary 
research are able to supply. 

Mr. Smith. — It is intended for respectable classes 
of society then, it appears, not for the poor. 

Mrs. Pbnn. — O yes, it is intended for the poor 
also. It seeks to embrace within its arms all classes 
of mothers, since it is but too evident that maternal 
influence and maternal responsibihty are in general 
awfully overlooked. But our first object is to induce 
those of the higher orders to unite themselves in lit- 
tle companies, feehng assured that when the advan- 
tages of such associations have been fully developed 
their members will be anxious to disseminate them as 
extensively as possible, and that under the divine 
blessing the Httle leaven will be diffused till the whole 
mass is leavened. 

Mr. Smith. — ^Well, ma'am, I much fear that you 
are expecting more than you will ever realize. 

Mrs. Pbnn. — I know, sir, we are looking for great 
things. The Lord has told us we may expect them 
if we seek them according to his own appointment. 
We feel assured that this association is adapted to the 
exigency of the case, that it strikes at the root of the 
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evil which is now spreading itself through all die va- 
rious ramifications of society in our city and elsewhere. 
Perhaps Christian efforts have been too long directed 
to the lopping off of exuberant branches, whilst the 
productive source of evil has been overltx)ked. In the 
efforts of this association, then, we see the axe laid to 
the root. A misdirected maternal influence is preg- 
nant with evils which stretch beyond the boundary of 
time and in the contemplation of which ima^nation 
instinctively recoils. I know but of two states for 
which children can be brought up, for heaven or for 
hell, for time or for eternity. Often the seeds of future 
crimes have been sown (and perhaps unconsciously) by 
a mother's hand. This may arise from ignorance ; it 
may arise from thoughtlessness ; but in any case it is 
to be deplored. What is wanted to make our assizes 
less frequent, our jails less occupied, our police less 
necessary? is it not parental instruction, parental 
watchfulness, parental discipline, parental example ? 
Has not every Sabbath-school teacher cause to com- 
plain that his efforts are weakened, and in many in- 
stances rendered nugatory, by the counter-influence 
of the parent ? Does not the path of duty then lie 
straight before us ? 

O that parents in respectable society may be excited 
to an earnest and persevering discharge of their pa- 
rental duties ! May they cast the precious seed in the 
fresh soil, and water it by their tears and their prayers, 
for early impressions are immensely important, being 
very seldom obliterated. And may their wise and holy 
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example descend to those beneath them and around 
them, and through the divine blessing prove a savour 
of life unto life to thousands yet unborn. 

Mr. Smith. — ^Well, ma* am, I wish you success with 
all my heart. But how you will be able to make the 
poor mothers attend to you I cannot imagine. They 
may hear you, and perhaps tell you that they will pay 
attention to your counsels ; but, if you knew as much 
of them as I do, you would not be quite so sanguine. 
The greater part of them are so full of lying and de- 
ceit that it is impossible to believe a word they say. 

Mrs. Pbnn. — ^Ahl they are indeed very wicked. 
The mind of a Christian cannot contemplate their state 
without dread, and on this account we solicit the sym- 
pathy and the help of those who have been taught 
in the school of Christ. We see poor mothers for the 
most part wretched, polluted, and undone ; but woe be 
to us, individually and nationally, if we allow them to 
continue in this awfulr condition at our very doors. I 
know that viewing these unhappy beings, ignorant and 
demoralized as they are, with the eye of sense, it seems 
almost as wise to say to the dry bones in the church- 
yard, " O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord," 
as to put forth our feeble efforts that they may be 
raised up to newness of life. But our heavenly 
fotherhas said "Him that honoureth me I will honour/ 
* * My word shall not return unto me void." You tell me 
that their hearts are very hard, and I know they are 
so ; but the hammer of the Lord can break them. It 

has broken ours, if we are serving him in newness of 
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life. Therefore we bear about us an internal evidence, 
than which there can be no greater, that " there is 
nothing too hard for the Lord." And when, to our 
own testimony, we can add that of innumerable wit- 
nesses to his wonder-working grace, from every class 
of society, ought we to question his power, ought we 
to question his willingness ? God forbid ! — I am as- 
sured that we may hear his voice saying to us, as he 
did to the children of Israel, — " Go forward," I am 
also assured that the enemy will fall down before us, 
weak instruments as we are ; for in our weakness is 
the strength of the Lord made perfect, that the glory 
may be all his own. AU the promises of God are ' ' yea 
and amen in Christ Jesus ; " and, whilst we pray for 
what he has promised to bestow, we ought to expect 
their fulfilment. " He is ^edthful that hath promised." 
The great sower will assuredly watch over the seed 
that is sown in faith, and will bring it to perfection. 
" In due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 

Mr. Smith. — ^Well, ma'am, if you please I will now 
go and enquire whether Mrs. Smith is disengaged, 
and, if so, you can learn her own mind on the sub- 
ject. 

Mrs. Pbnn. — I thank you, sir. 
Mr, Smith returns with Mrs. Smith, 

Mrs. Penn. — Good morning, ma'am. I am hap- 
py in having the opportunity of seeing you. Mr. 
Smith and I have had rather a long conversation. 
Perhaps he has informed you of the object of my 

ydsit this morning. 
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Mrs. Smith. — Yes, ma'am, he has done so ; but 
I fear my family engagements will prevent my join- 
ing the association. Mrs. Clare, a jfriend of mine, 
spoke to me on the subject, and expressed herself in 
very high terms on the benefits to be derived from 
the association. I can make no objection to the plan, 
nor to the end it proposes to accompUsh, certainly 
not. I think it probable that the association may do 
very much good. 

Mr. Smith. — ^Well, but, my dear, you know you 
have not time to attend. No one is called to neglect 
her own family for these things. 

Mrs. Smith. — ^No, certainly not. If I cannot 
join the association without neglecting my family, I 
must of course decline it ; but, you know, I do go 
out sometimes. 

Mrs. Pbnn. — Allow me to say, sir, that I do not 

think you have yet taken a right view of the subject. 

The aim of this association is not to subvert ftunily 

order, but to establish it, not to obstruct maternal 

duties, but to press their observance. That the 

ordinary sphere of a mother's activities is in the 

centre of her household is most true. She is there 

called to discharge plain and positive duties, which 

she cannot neglect without incurring blame. I trust 

every pious parent will esteem it her privilege as well 

as duty to discharge them fiEuthfully. But yet you 

must excuse me for asking whether the word of God 

does not inculcate a duty beyond the maternal 

threshold — ^whether a Christian mother is not called 
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qpoB to promote by her influence and example, as far 
as her circumstances will admit, any object which 
has an obvious tendency to promote the eternal wel- 
fare of an extensive community, and especially that of 
her own sex ? I know there are gentlemen who are 
constantly urging that home has an exclusive right to 
a mother's soUcitude ; but perhaps they might do well 
to consider whether in thus limiting her exertions 
they are not contracting the heart, and inflicting upon 
her a permanent injury — whether they are not set- 
ting up that idol self, which we are all so prone to 
worship, and impeding the course of that philanthropy 
which bears a two-fold blessing, in calling into 
healthful exercise the best feelings of our nature, 
whilst aiming at an object beyond ourselves. 

Mr. Smith. — ^Well, ma'am, Mrs. Smith shall do 
as she pleases about it ; she knows her own engage- 
ments better than I do. 

Mrs. Smith. — I am really desirous of uniting 
myself to the association, but must take a Uttle time 
to consider whether I can so manage matters as to 
render it practicable. 

Mrs. Psnn. — By all means, ma'am; I will do my- 
self the pleasure to call on you again at an early 
opportunity. 
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TO CHRISTIAN MOTHERS. 



It is awful to reflect how little is felt by parents in re- 
ference to the eternal interests of their children, how 
lightly the vast responsibility of the parental character 
is estimated. Children are regarded with fond affection 
and with anxious soUcitude, but seldom as beings 
entrusted to their care by the universal Parent and to 
be trained for eternity. — The all-wise Creator has 
implanted in the breasts of mothers a peculiar 
strength and tenderness of aflection, which enables 
them to bear suffering and privation, and to endure 
days of fatigue and nights of watchfulness, to pro- 
mote the health and welfare of their infant charge. 
But, in endowing them with this strong aflection, God 
hsis a far higher end in view than the preservation of 
their children's earthly being. Every mother should 
regard herself as chosen and appointed to'a great work, 
and should hear, as it were, the voice of God saying to 
her, ** Take this child and nurse it for ine." Many 
advantages attach to the maternal relation which lie 
not within the reach of any other relative position. To 
the mother is entrusted the first years of her children's 
lives ; by her they are taught to lisp the first accents 
of speech, and it is her province to watch the first 
dawnings of intellect and to lead the tender minds 
of her children to an early acquaintance with God. 
Hers is the authority of the parent, stamped by the 
divine hand with the seal of a love which in the hu- 
man breast has no parallel. — ^Mothers ! Christian mo- 
thers ! to you I make the appeal. Consider the high 
trust reposed in you, and train your precious charge 
as beings not merely destined to live a. few ^^«t^ \s!l 
this world, but to live for ever m ^xio^CaKt ^<2i^^> 
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thereto partake of everlasting joy or of hopeless, 
endless misery. How many are the victims of a bad 
education, who not only suffer individually through 
life from this cause, but in proportion to their influ- 
ence entail its consequent evils on the community 
in which they dwell ! A mother is generally to her 
children a model of perfection ; she is their oracle of 
truth and wisdom, and to her they listen with an 
attention they rarely bestow on others. Let not their 
unsuspecting confidence be abused, and it will render 
your labours comparatively easy. Begin early to cul- 
tivate the principles of a sound scriptural education. 
Let the word of God be your chart to guide you in 
your course, the model to direct your work, and the 
support to uphold your weakness. Listen not to the 
fashionable but false philosophy which tells you that 
a child cannot understand the subject of religion. It 
is truly said, " Practical infidehty is often connected 
with nominal faith." I know an exemplary Christian 
mother who commences at the early age of six 
months the moral discipline of the mind by checking 
the ebullitions of temper, which are the oflfepring of 
the corrupt nature we inherit from the womb. This 
may raise the smile of contempt and incredulity in 
some, but its importance is proved by the result. 
The firm yet gentle tone of the mother, enforcing 
quiet, stills the pjissionate cry, and, being steadily 
persevered in, the infant soon learns that its little 
wants will not be more speedily reUeved by giving 
way to temper. Thus the first stone is laid for the 
superstructure of that wholesome restraint, obedience, 
and mental discipline so essential to the formation of 
character, and so necessary to enable persons to meet 
with fortitude the vicissitudes of life. An eminent 
minister, lately deceased, iMv&Y'a^ on x^cord his testi- 
mony that he scarcely e\et xaeV m^ ^ wpKswivs^*\BL 
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more mature years where the individual had not been 
able to recur to early lessons of maternal religious 
instruction.* Children are peculiarly receptive of 
impression. Be it your care to render those impres- 
sions holy and durable, and above all see to it that 
you practise yourselves the precepts you inculcate on 
them. They are very quick-sighted, and, if they 
perceive that your conduct and your profession 
do not correspond, your influence is gone. Endea- 
vour at a very early age to impress on your children 
that God is every- where present. Represent him to 
their tender minds imder the endearing character of 
Father. Do this in the plainest and most simple 
manner. Tell them the food they eat, the clothes they 
wear, are the gifts of this good God. In your walks 
abroad carry on the same idea : tell them the trees, the 
flowers they admired, the sun that warms and en- 
lightens them, are all from the same gracious Being. 
A child soon comprehends this, and learns to love 
the Author of all he sees or enjoys. By degrees 
lead them to know the Saviour, him who for your en- 
couragement has said, •* SuflFer little children to come 
unto me and forbid them not." 

* This was strikingly exemplified in the case of the son of 
an Irish gentleman. He was blessed with pious parents, but 
turned out a most profligate character, and, after several fruit- 
less efforts to reclaim him, was as a last resource sent to India. 
Soon after his arrival in that country he fell into a consump- 
tion. He was received into the house of a Christian family, 
strangers to him, and by them tenderly cared for till liis death. 

Mrs. in particular watched over him, and anxiously 

sought his eternal peace. One day, while conversing and reading 
to Mm, the poor youth burst into tears, exclaiming, "Oh ! my 
mother, my dear mother ! that is just as she used to talk to 
me, just as she prayed with me !" The chord that had so long 
ceased to vibrate was touched ; the recollection of a nwtJier*s 
prayers and tears brought the poor prodigal to himaelC. \lft. 
died in penitence, in faith, in ][)eace. 
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" Sweet were his words and kind his looks^ 
When mothers round him pressed, 
Their infants in his arms he took 
And on his bosom blessed." 

I never met with a child properly instructed who did 
not easily comprehend the leading truths of the 
gospel, or who did not delight in hearing of this 
precious Redeemer and often with a veneration and 
affection worthy of riper years. From my own ex- 
perience, I can state further that I have rarely met 
with a child to whom the Bihle did not prove the 
most interesting and acceptable book ; independently 
of its other merits, it has one peculiar recommenda- 
tion to children, viz. truth. Tdl a child a story ; the 
immediate enquiry is, " Is it true ?" if it be not so, 
it loses much of its interest with the little auditors. 
But the stories of Joseph and his brethren, of David 
and Goliath, of Daniel in the lions' den, &c., have 
all this distinguishing characteristic, and the pious 
mother will not fail to direct her children to the 
source whence these holy men derived their faith, 
hope, and fortitude. In all your instructions keep 
Jesus in view, and, while you teach your children 
to know and love him, carefully lead them to this 
one grand truth — that " without him they can do 
nothmg " — ^that their hearts are depraved by nature, 
and that they must come to him to have their hearts 
renewed by the influence of the Holy Spirit. Con- 
tinual opportunities to enforce this important lesson 
will present themselves to the eye of a watchful 
mother. Always impress on them that when naughty 
their sin has proceeded from their comqpt hearts, 
that therefore they must pray for a new nature, and 
that while they have grieved and oflended you they 
have still more grieved and oflended their kind hea-^ 
venly Father, and \k<M^at^ ^^ ^sossl they must seek 
forgiveness, aa ^eW ^j^ oi ^Daea ^sst^^ \w«&.. ^fiash. 
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has been said and written respecting the propriety of 
prayer in young children. My own experience is 
decidedly in favour of a parent very early inculcating 
this duty on her ofispring. The objection lies not in 
the act, but in the performance. Instead of teaching 
children a form of words, which they learn to repeat 
without attaching to it any devotional feehng, ac- 
custom them to approach God as their Father iu 
heaven. Tell them he is so kind as to listen to little 
children for Jesus' sake, and will give them (if good 
for them) what they ask. Accustom them likewise 
betimes to recal at night the faults and occurrences 
of the past day : this is of great importance, not only 
because self-examination is a duty none should 
neglect, but because the practice of it induces a habit 
of thinking and reflection, invaluable in its operation 
and effect. I will here adduce one or two instances 
which have come within my own knowledge, and 
which may serve to encourage other mothers to 
adopt the same plan with their dear Uttle ones. 

One Sabbath afternoon a little girl, not quite four 
years of age, and very carefully trained by her 
mother, happened to see a carriage filled with ladies 
gaily dressed passing her nursery window. She en- 
quired of her mamma whether she did not think they 
were "very naughty ladies to be riding about on 
God's own day." The reply was in the affirmative, 
and it was added that " perhaps they had not had a 
good papa and mamma to teach tiiem what was 
right, and that it was hoped God would for Christ's 
sake give them new hearts to do better." No further 
allusion was made to the subject during the day ; but 
at night, when this infant knelt in prayer, she spon- 
taneously besought God " to give fiie poor naughty 
ladies she had seen in the morning new hearts for 
Jesus' sake^ that they might uotAii^^SJaa '^a^-^i!^ 
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again." At another time, having given one of her 
sisters something which she requested of her, she 
shortly afterwards snatched it from her with the 
waywardness of childhood and with some cross ex- 
pressions. At night the same recollection of the past 
occurred, and she sobbed out her fault in the words 
of true humihty and repentance, begging in infan- 
tile but affecting language pardon for her dear Sa- 
viour's sake. — Now these are instances of prayer, 
intercessory and confessional ; and however some may 
be inclined to scoff they are such as God will deign 
to accept, for they are the language of the heart. 

Next to their duty to God, or rather conjointly with 
it, children should be taught to pay implicit obedience 
to their parents. A child should never be suffered 
to question any command of its parent. The scrip- 
ture is most decisive on this point ; and, although the 
fashionable theology of the day may demur to the 
reasonableness of such authority, the Christian mother 
unhesitatingly takes scripture for her rule and acts 
by it. I conceive that in respect of a sound scriptu- 
ral education the fabric hinges on this one point — 
obedience. This is the foster-parent of every other 
virtue. By accustoming your children to obey you 
(it being pre -supposed that your commands are in 
unison with justice and tenderness) you check in the 
bud the hydra-headed evils of a cavilling, captious, 
argumentative spirit, and cherish the opposite dispo- 
sition of humility, self-denial, and self-control. 

Under the trial of pain and sickness to which child- 
ren as well as adults are liable, the blessing of a 
disciplined and obedient frame of mind is felt and 
appreciated. How must the raging of a fever be in- 
creased by the passionate resistance' of a spoiled child 
to the necessary remedies \ -sfJVjSisV. \a the Uttle suffprer 
trained to subimssion to God «sA\\»'^«xeQ^&\ksSii^!c& 
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misery and distress of illness is done away with, both 
to the patient and the attendants. Never deceive 
your children. Tell them truly that neither medicine 
nor pain is pleasant, but that it is their duty to sub- 
mit, and embrace the opportunity of directing them 
to their great exemplar both as to suffering and obe- 
dience, the Lord Jesus. From a little girl of my 
acquaintance it was necessarj' to extract at one time 
two teeth. Her mother explained to her the neces- 
sity, and also that the operation would be painful, but 
that if she looked to her Saviour for strengtii he would 
enable her to bear it. She listened attentively — sat 
down in a^ chair and said to the operator, ** Wait a 
minute, sir, if you please ; " then, putting her hand 
before her eyes, she prayed for a few moments, and 
then fixed herself firmly in her seat, and said calmly, 
*' Now, sir, I am ready," and the teeth were drawn 
without a cry or the least movement on the part of 
the child, to the great admiration of the surgeon. 

These facts are adduced as being within my own 
knowledge, but they are by no means singular where a 
right system of education is pursued. The experience 
of many Christians can testify that by the blessing 
of God on early religious training young children 
have been enabled to meet trials with patience and 
fortitude, and death itself with the calmness and tri- 
umph of aged pilgrims. " Out of the mouths of 
babes and suckhngs God has perfected praise." 

The limits of this tract will not allow of my enu- 
merating the several branches of a Christian education, 
or enlarging on the necessity of carefully checking in 
children the first workings of pride, vanity, love of 
dress, selfishness, &c., all more or less inherent in hu- 
man nature, and which if not weeded out in childhood 
will " grow with their growth and streiv^\ve^ ^rVn&^ 
their strength. " I may briefty 6ba^iv^>i)!aaX^^^^^^ 
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and tastes of children naturally are all simple, and 
they acquire artificial wants only from the example 
and conversation of those about them. If a child is 
admired for her pretty dress, she connects gay 
clothing with something meritorious, and thus the 
seeds are sown of future pride and vanity. 

It is of infinite importance that children should be 
habituated to regard with indiflference " what they eat 
and what they drink, and wherewithal they shall be 
clothed." They may in after life be placed in circum- 
stances under which such habits of self-restraint will 
be invaluable, and certainly the reverse of this cha- 
racter is wholly unsuited to the Christian f)rofessor. 

Christian Mothers ! seek first for your tender ofl^- 
spring the kingdom of God. If you have renounced 
" the pomps and vanities of a wicked world," bring 
them not within its contaminating influence, lest a 
blight should wither these fair flowers destined to 
bloom in the paradise of God. Dedicate them to 
him. Pray for your children and pray with them. 
A poor man once told me that his mother daily took 
him and his brothers and sisters separately and 
wrestled with God in prayer for his blessing upon 
them, and that every one had received the answer of 
her prayers. Say not that you have not time. This poor 
woman's time was her bread, but she could redeem 
the one at the risk of the other, for the sake of her 
children's souls. Train up your children in the way 
they should go, and God himself has assured you that 
'* when they are old they shall not depart from it." 



Published by the London Female Mission ; Sold at the 
Females' Home, 3, MiUmau Place, Bedford Row, and by 
Forbes and Jackson, IsVingtoTiGt^^^^i.^.i^er Hundred. 



O. Palmer, Printer, 2, RobetV^Vt^^\.,^^'^^^^^^>\^^«^^ 
4 



[Maternal Series, No. 5.] 



EARLY IMPRESSIONS. 



^' Now dawns the moment doomed in future years 
To waken triumph or be bom in tears, 
When morals sway, religion lives or dies, 
And cited principles to action rise." 

The poet, the philosopher, and the divine, have vied 
with each other in exhibiting the importance of early 
impressions ; and yet not only the ignorant, and 
thoughtless, and vicious, but even the refined and the 
religious too generally treat the period of early child- 
hood as if it were capable of exerting Uttle or no in- 
fluence on their children's future character and welfare. 
How often have we heard mothers say, when some 
kind friend has suggested the danger to be appre- 
hended from improper associates and improper books, 
'* O, they are so young that it is of no consequence. 
When they get older we shall easily get them to un- 
derstand better. It is time enough yet. Children 
will be children," &c. O that such thoughtless mo- 
thers would listen to the eloquent appeal of a divine 
of the last century : — 

** The character of most men is formed and fixed 
before it is apprehended they have, or can have, any 
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character at all. Many vainly and fatally imagine 
that the first few years of life may be disposed of as 
you please, that a Uttle neglect may easily be repaired, 
that a little irregularity may easily be rectified. This 
is sapng in other words, * Never regard the morning, 
sleep it, trifle it, riot it away ; a little closer applica- 
tion at noon will recover the loss. The spring re- 
turns, the flowers appear upon the earth, the time of 
the singing of birds has come. No matter ; it is 
soon enough to think of the labours of spring. Sing 
with the birds, skip with the fawn, the diligence of 
a more advanced, more propitious, season will bring 
every thing round, and the year shall be crowned 
with the hour of plenty.' A single ray of reason is 
sufficient to detect and expose such absurdity; yet 
human conduct exhibits it in almost universal preva- 
lence. Infancy and childhood are vilely cast away ; 
the morning is lost, the seed-time neglected, and what 
is the consequence ? A life full of confusion and an 
old age full of regret, a day of unnecessary toil and 
a night of vexation, a hurried summer, a meagre 
autumn, a comfortless winter." 

An eminent writer of the present day has observed 
that " from the hour that the child becomes capable 
of noticing what is passing around him he receives 
impressions from example, and circumstances, and 
situation. So powerful indeed are the gradual and 
unnoticed influences oi ftif^^e ^wly days that we not 
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unfrequently see the indulged and humoured infant 
a petty tyrant before a year old, at two years of age 
a discontented irritable thing, causing every one but 
its mother to turn away from it with disgust. At 
this period of life the child is making observations, 
forming opinions, and acquiring habits. Notions, 
right or wrong, are now becoming so completely a part 
of his character that they can never be eradicated." 

Numerous examples might be adduced from an- 
cient and modem history to prove that the first ideas 
communicated to children often make so deep and 
lasting an impression as to determine their whole 
future character. The following is a melancholy 
illustration : — ^Voltaire, the imhappy champion of 
infidelity, was much caressed in his infancy by 
Chateauneuf, who was on terms of intimacy with his 
parents. As soon as yoimg Voltaire could speak the 
abb6 took delight in teaching him to repeat scraps of 
poetry, and among the first pieces which he caused 
him to commit to memory was a little poem of Rous- 
seau's. These verses, which were well suited to arrest 
the attention and prejudice the understanding of a for- 
ward and self-conceited child, Voltaire could repeat by 
rote when he was only three years old, and his biogra- 
pher, himself an infidel and an admirer of Voltaire, 
remarks, " Perhaps we may safely affirm that the bold 
and philosophical sentiments of this little poem were 
the seeds of that infidehty which so early discovered 
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itself in Voltaire, and of that opinion, which he re- 
tained through life, that in all countries the doctrines 
and rites of religion were derived from the policy of 
some artful impostor." 

Mothers, it is impossible for you to begin too soon 
to avail yourselves of that susceptibility of impression 
which in this case produced so direful an effect. 
Your little ones will soon leave their childish sports, 
and will pass swiftly through the scenes of youth to 
the more active and important duties of manhood. 
The impressions which are now made upon their 
minds will appear in after life ; the principles im- 
planted in childhood will abide with them when your 
heads are low in the ground, and will influence their 
actions through all the changes of their earthly pil- 
grimage. That little boy who now hangs upon your 
bosom may be fitted by your instruction for a high, 
honourable, and useful station ; or by your neglect the 
seeds of depravity may spring up, and render his life 
odious and pernicious to those around him. But the 
effect of a mother's early instruction upon the con- 
duct and usefulness of this life is not all. There is 
another and a nobler view of the subject. The child- 
ren to whom you have given birth have commenced 
a state of existence as eternal as the throne of God. 
They will dwell a little season in the flesh, and then 
go away to meet their God and hear their sentence — 
to sink to woe or nae to ^arj» Xo-sxiasjj be the in- 
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strmnent of preparing their souls for the joys of the 
upper world — for the unspeakable glory which sur- 
rounds the throne of the Eternal, and which shines 
from the purity of every holy angel and rises with 
the hallelujahs of ransomed beings. 

** I think I may say (remarks the celebrated Locke) 
that of all the men we meet with nine parts of ten are 
what they are, good or evil, useful or not, by their 
education. It is that which makes the great differ- 
ence in mankind. The little or almost insensible im- 
pressions on our tender infancies have very important 
consequences. There it is as in the fountains of 
rivers, where a gentle appHcation of the hand turns 
the flexible waters into channels that make them 
take quite contrary courses; and by this little di- 
rection given them at first in the source they receive 
different tendencies, and arrive at last at very remote 
and distant places. Imagine the minds of children 
as easily turned, this way or that, as water itself." 

Dugald Stewart, another philosophical writer, al- 
ludes to this subject, in relation to early education, as 
follows : — " A law of our nature, so mighty and so 
extensive in its influence, was surely not given to man 
in vain : manifold are the uses to which it may be 
turned in the hands of instructors well-disposed and 
well-qualified humbly to co-operate with the obvious 
and unerring purposes of divine wisdom ; positive 
and immense are the resources to be derived from it 



in the culture and amelioration both of our intellec- 
* tual and moral powers, in strengthening (for instance) 
by early habits of right thinking the authority of rea- 
son and conscience, in blending with our best feelings 
the congenial and ennobling 83m[ipathies of taste and 
of fancy, and in identifying with the first workings 
of the imagination those pleasing views of the order 
of the universe which are so essentially necessary to 
human happiness/' 

If you wish your children to be useful and honour- 
able in this world, be diligent with their early educa- 
tion ; let no opportunity pass of fixing in their minds 
those principles which can alone render them honoura- 
ble — the principles which are enforced in the holy 
scriptures. If you take a higher view of the subject, 
and wish your children to live at peace with God, to 
die in love with him, and to be received by him to 
glory, be in haste to impress upon their minds those 
holy precepts which he has left on record, teach them 
to obey his commandments, and when they mourn 
over the corruption of their hearts, or the sinfulness 
of their actions, point them to the " Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sin of the world." 

Do you ask how you shall do these things ? When 
you surround your domestic firesides, instead of wast- 
ing your time in rehearsing foolish stories and idle 
fancies, let the precious moments be spent in rehears- 
ing- the history of Je^us, ox oi ^waa of the holy men 
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of old. Unite with them in singing the songs of 
Zion, and in offering to God the adoration of heart 
which becomes those who daily receive the richest 
blessings from heaven. I have seen a mother thus 
engaged, and have witnessed the earnestness with 
which the dear Httle children would seize her words. 
At such a moment I have thought — 

" Oh ! if there be a heaven on earth, 
It is this, it is this.** 

Are you rich ? And do you say the cares of pre- 
paration for company and for visits absorb your 
whole time, without leaving any for the religious in- 
struction of your children ? Think a moment. Which 
will you choose ? To array your children and your- 
self for the gaudy circles of this world or to lead 
them to the golden splendour of the new Jerusalem, 
where they shall be clothed in a robe whiter than 
snow ? 

Are you poor ? And do you say the necessity of 
hard and constant labour prevents your efforts for 
your children ! Ah ! thuik again. How much may 
you do by a little forethought to preserve them from 
the contagion of corrupt example and to keep out of 
their way whatever may tend to prejudice or pollute 
their minds ! Do you not, after the rugged toil of 
day is over, sit down with your little ones, to receive 
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your social supper and talk of the ways of men ? Can 
you not, in such an hour, tell your family of that deed 
which brought ruin and woe upon our race ? Can you 
not speak to them of Jesus the Redeemer of souls, 
how he came from the throne of his glory to dwell 
with man, how he laboured, and wept, and died, that 
we might be saved ? 

Mothers, who can say how much depends on your 
instruction to your little ones ! Spare no pains in 
leading them in the paths of piety and holiness. 
Above all, lift up your earnest prayers to our heavenly 
Father for a blessing on your exertions. Think of 
what one has said — 

"Oh, my God! give me poverty, give me pain, 
leave me friendless and forsaken by the world, but 
leave me not to the embrace of a prayerless mother. 
Leave not my soul to the care of one who never raised 
her weeping eyes to heaven as she implored its bless- 
ing on my head.' 
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Published for the London Female Mission, by Houlston 
and Stoncman, 65, Paternoster Row; and sold by Forbes 
and Jackson, Islin^n Green, at 3«. Sd, per Hundred, of 
whom may also be had, "The Good Mother," "To 
Christian Mothers," " Maternal Meeting," " What do you 
think of Maternal Assod^tions," " An address to Blasters 
and Mistresses," and a series of tracts for distribution 
tLiaong fallen females. 
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